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PM Surya Ghar:

50 Lakh Rooftop Solar

+ Scheme crosses 50 lakh
rooftop solar installations.

« Launched on 13 Feb 2024
by MNRE.

» Target: 1 crore households.

« Up to 300 free units/month
via rooftop solar.

» Financial outlay: ¥75,021 crore.

« Boost to clean energy
& energy security.

¢ Reduces DISCOM subsidy burden.

FACT: Promotes decentralised renewable energy.
KEYWORDS: Rooftop Solar, MNRE, Net Metering, RPO

-

¢ 523 e-buses deployed
« Focus on EV adoption

« Supports energy transition

MSME Sustainable (ZED)

Certification

e ZED = Zero Defect
Zero Effect.

+ Promotes quality &

Zero
/ Defect

environmental sustainability. - / K :

« Enhances competitiveness ~ Quality / \\ Efticlency
of MSMEs. (

« Encourages resource |/|i \ ZED )k
efficiency & waste reduction. 2

« Supports green manufacturing 4 3

and exports.

» Aligns with ESG & circular
economy goals.

« Expands adoption across sectors.

Sustainability

Competitiveness

FACT: ZED improves productivity while reducing pollution.
KEYWORDS: ZED, MSME, Sustainability, ESG, Circular Economy

PM E-DRIVE Scheme &
EV Charging Infrastructure

22,000 crore for EV public
charging stations nationwide.

under PM-eBus Sewa.
and domestic manufacturing.

and green mobility.

No separate flex-fuel vehicle
policy beyond E20 blending.

Reduces oil import dependence.
Promotes sustainable transport.

FACT: PM E-DRIVE drives EV ecosystem growth.
KEYWORDS: EV, Charging Infra, eBus, E20, Green Mobility

CAQM: Dust Mitigation
in NCR

C-DAC & Geological Survey

of India MoU
drSh

C-DAC & GSl signed
CIAC

umbrella MoU.

Strengthens mineral exploration,
geospatial & Al applications.
Supports disaster

management solutions.
Enhances use of advanced
computing & data analytics.
Promotes innovation in
geosciences.

Improves decision-making

with Al & GIS.

Boosts national resource
security.

FACT: Tech + Geoscience partnership for national development.
KEYWORDS: C-DAC, GSI, Al, Geospatial, Disaster Management

Yuva Sangam
Phase VII

’__4th August 2026

SVAMITVA Scheme &
Panchayat Development Index

SVAMITVA: Drone survey
& property cards for villagers.

Strengthens rural land
records & ownership.

Panchayat Development
Index (PDI) launched.

Measures performance across
governance & SDGs.

15th Finance Commission
tied grants utilisation.
Promotes transparency

& local governance.

Supports Atmanirbhar Gram.

FACT: Empowering rural India through ownership
and decentralised governance.

KEYWORDS: SVAMITVA, PDI, 15th FC, Panchayati Raj

S8

FACT: India is home to a significant clouded leopard population.
KEYWORDS: Clouded Leopard, IUCN, CITES, Wildlife Conservation

Clouded Leopard
Conservation Action Plan

India highlighted its conservation
plan on Clouded Leopard Day.

Scientific name: Neofelis nebulosa.
IUCN Status: Vulnerable.
CITES: Appendix |.

Found in North-East India &
Himalayan foothills.

Threats: Habitat loss, poaching,
illegal trade.

Focus on habitat protection
& community involvement.

Ayurveda Day & Promotion of
Preventive Healthcare

« CAQM expands anti-dust
enforcement in NCR.

* More ULBs empowered to
prosecute violations.

« Focus on construction &
demolition sites.

« Aims to reduce PM10 levels.

» Strengthens monitoring
& compliance.

» Supports cleaner air
in Delhi-NCR.

+ Enforced under Commission
for Air Quality Management Act, 2021.

FACT: Targeting construction dust to improve air quality.

Online registrations opened

for Yuva Sangam Phase VII.
Part of Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat.
Promotes youth exchange
across states.

Encourages cultural integration
& mutual understanding.
Strengthens national unity

& social cohesion.

Builds leadership &
collaboration skills.

Empowers youth as
nation-builders.

FACT: Youth connect, stronger India.

Ayurveda Day celebrated
nationwide.

Focus on preventive
healthcare & wellness.
Integration of AYUSH
services strengthened.
Expansion of AYUSH
institutions.

Promotes traditional
knowledge systems.

Supports holistic &
affordable healthcare.

Aligns with ‘One Health' approach.

FACT: Traditional wisdom for a healthier future.

KEYWORDS: CAQM, PM10, Dust Pollution, NCR, Air Quality KEYWORDS: Yuva Sangam, EBSB, Youth Exchange, Unity

KEYWORDS: AYUSH, Ayurveda, Preventive Healthcare, One Health
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0 0 Correct Option: C

Explanation:

The Unified Pension Scheme (UPS) is a
voluntary option under NPS and therefore
not a feature of UPS. PENSION

6 Q Correct Option: B

Explanation:

The Chenab Rail Bridge in
Jammu & Kashmir is the world’s %
highest railway arch bridge. 8
It was inaugurated in July 2026. f |

6 Q Correct Option: B

Explanation:

The PM Vishwakarma Scheme
focuses on traditional artisans

and craftspeople such as
blacksmiths, carpenters, potters
etc., but not data analysts.

Great effort!
Keep learning, keep improving.

9 Q Correct Option: A

Explanation:

Operation Sankalp is the ongoing
mission of the Indian Navy to
strengthen maritime cooperation
and enhance synergy with
friendly foreign navies.

6 0 Correct Option: A

Explanation:

The Supreme Court held that
‘deepfake’ content violates the
Right to Equality under Article 14,
as it can damage reputation and
create false narratives.

@ Q Correct Option: B

Explanation:

The RBI’s ‘Retail Direct - Gilt’
facility allows retail investors
to purchase government

securities (gilt) directly
from the RBI.

Y 7’
- . -
N
7’ ~

Stay Informed.
Stay Ahead.

4th August 2026 Quiz Today - Answers

e O Correct Option: A

Explanation:

The National Critical Mineral Mission
(NCMM) is implemented by the
Ministry of Mines to ensure secure
and sustainable supply of critical
minerals.

@ 0 Correct Option: B

Explanation:

The Climate Action Index (CAl)

tracks states’ progress on climate

change mitigation, clean energy
transition, and related
performance indicators.

@ Q Correct Option: D

Explanation:

The Proboscis Monkey is
native to the island of
Borneo, especially in
Brunei, Malaysia and
Indonesia.

Every Quiz,
Gil S

Stronger You!
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1 3§ Reading Comprehension

Read the passage carefully and answer the
question that follows.

In today’s fast-paced world, the ability to read
with understanding is more important than
ever. Reading is not merely about decoding
words; it is about grasping meaning, making
connections, and applying ideas in real life.
When we read widely and critically, we
expose ourselves to diverse perspectives,
improve our vocabulary, and strengthen our
analytical skills. Regular reading also
enhances empathy, as it allows us to step
into others’ experiences and understand the
world beyond our own.

Which of the following best captures the
main idea of the passage?
A) Reading is only about learning new words.

B) Reading helps us understand, connect,
and grow as individuals.

C) Ciritical reading is difficult and unnecessary.

D) People should read only for academic success.

Right Option: B) Reading helps us understand,
connect, and grow as individuals.

Explanation:

The passage explains that reading is more than
decoding words—it helps us understand, make
connections, develop skills, and build empathy.
Option B best summarizes this central idea.

Study the pattern carefully and answer the
question that follows.

Q: In the following number series:

3, 8, 15, 24, 35, 48, ?
What is the next number in the series?

A) 63
B) 65
C) 68
D) 72

Right Option: B) 65

Explanation:

Let us look at the differences between
consecutive terms:

3,8, 15, 24, 35, 48, ?
o e T S

+5 +7 +9 +11 +13 +15

The differences are consecutive odd numbers
starting from +5.

Next difference = +17
So, next term =48 + 17 = 65

Hence, the correct answer is option B) 65.
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The government has notified the Which operation was launched The government has launched the
Unified Pension Scheme (UPS). 2 by the Indian Navy to enhance 3 National Critical Mineral Mission

Which of the following is NOT a maritime synergy with friendly (NCMM) to secure the country’s critical
feature of UPS? foreign navies in July-August 20267 mineral supply chains. Which ministry

is the nodal ministry for this mission?
A) Assured pension

of 50% of average
basic pay

A) Operation Sankalp

A) Ministry of Mines

B) Operation Samudra Setu

6)' Operation idicadhanush B) Ministry of External Affairs :

D) Operation POSEIDON

B) Family pension

for the spouse C) Ministry of Science

& Technology
C) Contributions to be
invested in equity only 3 D) Ministry of Commerce
0 = & Industry
D) Assured minimum s :
pension of 10,000 =
In which state was the world’s Recently, the Supreme Court of India Which of the following indices,
highest railway arch bridge over issued guidelines to regulate released in July 2026, tracks the
the Chenab River inaugurated ‘deepfake’ content. Which fundamental performance of states on climate
in July 2026? right does the Court say deepfakes action and clean energy transition?

primarily threaten?

—

A) Himachal Pradesh A) Energy Transition Index

A) Right to Equality
B) Climate Action Index

B) Right to Freedom of
Speech A ‘ C) Green States Index

C) Right to Privacy D) Net Zero Readiness

B) Jammu & Kashmir
C) Uttarakhand
D) Arunachal Pradesh

D) Right to Religion Index
Under the PM Vishwakarma Scheme, The RBI has recently introduced the Recently seen in the news, the
which of the following is NOT one of ‘Retail Direct - Gilt’ facility. What is ‘Proboscis Monkey’ is native to
the traditional trades covered? the primary objective of this facility? which of the following regions?

A) To allow retail investors
to invest directly in
government securities

A) Carpenter A) Amazon Rainforest

B) Blacksmith B) Congo Basin

B) To provide loans to

C) Data Analyst s
retail businesses

C) Borneo Island

) SRty C) To promote digital D) Madagascar
payments
D) To facilitate foreign direct RESERVE BANK OF INDIA
investment in gilts

Based on Today’s Newspaper & PIB Releases I '@' Test Your Knowledge. Stay Informed. Stay Ahead. I

i
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1. This is a bridge. 2. He felt a deep sense of 3. Please be while
after winning. crossing the road.

srijan india one

-

a) strong b) sturdy a) pride b) shame a) careless b) cautious
c) weak d) fragile c) guilt d) anger c) reckless d) hurried
4. She spoke in a very 5. The old house looked 6. The chef added a
voice. and deserted. of salt to the soup.

a) loud b) soft a) lively b) crowded a) pinch b) handful
c) harsh d) noisy c) lonely d) busy C) cup d) bowl
7. After the rain, the air felt 8. She has a great sense of 9. The baby slept

and fresh. and helps others. through the night.

a) damp b) dry a) selfishness b) sympathy a) soundly b) quietly

c) stale d) hot c) jealousy d) anger c) restlessly d) briefly
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NEWSPAPER ARTICLE
Why has PoK erupted in protests?

How did demands over prices evolve into a movement for greater political
representation in PoK? How has Islamabad responded to the protests?
What has India said about the unrest? How have international rights
groups and overseas Kashmiris reacted to the crackdown?

EXPLAINER THE GIST
Kallol Bhattacherjee * Movement began over
The story so far: '_"". ing prices, evolved
Immering discontent over into demand for
inflation,lack of actrurtablity political rights,
and OPaQUY SOWTINCE N
Pakistan-octupied Kashenir (PoX) |8 )
has escalated mco 3 viokot oacioen * JKIAAC leads protests;
by Pultistari seurity foroes over the Pakistan's response
pait weok, leaving docers Gead and is crackdown,
many isjured. Seaaty foroes have oy
reportedy wed assadeweupors and  § =
siper foe aganet proteciens gathered "'_ o Vi * India, rights groups &
the main uguares of dtes ach 25 e Kesheniris condemn
Rasalalot ind Moafanbal i oppose & - ; n rights
the hvee ghase SN Qerty NG o & i : 2 olad
woy i PoK_.. Scpparters of the berned Joint Awami Action Committee,

an aliance of ovil soGety groups, start a fire 10 block a road
during 3 protest in MuzaRarabaed. Reurees

ISLAMABAD’S RESPONSE

Pak security forces used excessive force,
including assault weapons & sniper fire.

Arrests, detentions & communications
restrictions.

Elections conducted amid allegations
of manipulation.

Media blackout & internet restrictions
to curb protests.

Pakistan blames India for “instigating
instability” in PoK.

i WK IR Q) o

Relevance: GS Il - State Response, Human Rights
GS Il - Internal Security

STRATEGIC DIMENSION
/ PoK lies along the Line of Control -
O critical for India’s security.
: PoK
Disturbances target terror-related
é, infrastructure in areas like Kotli, P JQ)
Muzaffarabad & Rawalakot. _ Py b
. LoC -
Unrest exposes internal fragility of
@ Pak establishment’s control. JAMMU &
KASHMIR

India views it in context of broader
counter-terror & regional stability.

Relevance: GS Il - Security, Defence, Counter-terrorism
GS Il - India’s Strategic Interests

WHY PROTESTS IN PoK?

Rising inflation & high prices

llln of essential commodities.

Lack of accountability &
opaque governance by ;
Pak establishment. '

Demand for political rights
& greater representation.

Exclusion from decision-
making in resource use

and development. Key Areas of Protests

Rawalakot, Muzaffarabad
& other regions

Long-standing sense of
alienation & neglect.

@A

Relevance: GS Il - Governance, Polity
GS Il = Internal Security, Human Rights

INDIA'S STAND

Reiterated condemnation of human rights
violations in PoK.

Called for end to oppression & respect
for fundamental rights.

Highlighted that PoK is an integral part
of India under internationally recognised
agreements.

® @ ® Supports the right of people of PoK
to demand their democratic & political

rights.

Relevance: GS Il - India’s Foreign Policy
GS Il = Human Rights, International Law

g PRACTICE MCQ

Q. Which of the following statements about the recent protests
in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) is/are correct?

1. The protests were primarily triggered by rising inflation and
demand for political representation.

2. The Joint Awami Action Committee (JKJAAC) is a civil society
alliance leading the protests.

3. India has stated that PoK is not part of its territory under
any international agreement.

4. Amnesty International has condemned the crackdown on
protesters in PoK.

Select the correct answer using the code below:

A. 1and 2 only B. 1, 2 and 4 only

C. 2 and 3 only D.1, 2 3and 4

Answer: B

) JKIAAC & NATURE OF PROTESTS

(6] Led by Joint Awami Action Committee

m (JKJAAC) - an alliance of civil society
groups.

Protests include rallies, roadblocks
& public demonstrations.

Allegations of rigged elections &
denial of 12 reserved seats.

Reports of police firing, deaths
& injuries.

Protesters continue despite
crackdown.

e
i
g
@

Relevance: GS |l - Political Rights, Democratic
Representation

&

INTERNATIONAL REACTION

Amnesty International & HRW condemned
crackdown & human rights violations.

74>
/_’{a‘ E\Q UK-based Kashmiri groups demand
\‘5.? :}!, international intervention.

Overseas Kashmiris amplify voices
through campaigns.

9 Calls for independent investigation into

ﬂ deaths & abuses.

Relevance: GS Il - International Organisations
GS Il - Diaspora, Soft Power

MAINS DISCUSSION QUESTION

Q. The protests in PoK reflect deep-rooted political
grievances and human rights violations. Discuss the
implications of the unrest for regional security and
India’s policy response.

Focus Areas: Governance * Human Rights * Security
India’s Policy ¢ International Law * Regional Stability
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e . N e
NEWSPAPER ARTICLE P3  WHY CRITICAL MINERALS MATTER | [§€]) INDIA'S RESOURCE BASE (Domestic Potential
Critical minerals, the foundation
: P | TOP 5 CRITICAL
Of Str ateglc p ower % ower.c ean. snergy & MINERALS FOR INDIA » Cobalt: 44.9 million tonnes Jammu &
electric vehicles __— Kashmir
Critical minerals have moved from the -
margins of resource policy to the centre & g ol * Copper: 163.9 million tonnes
of industrial strategy and security. Lithium, - Enable energy storage w Lithium
cobalt, nickel, graphite, copper and rare earth & renewable power « Graphite: 211.6 million tonnes
elements are foundational to electric vehicles,
storage, renewable power, semiconductors, - Vinayak Vipul “ Cobalt
defence and advanced manufacturing... Partner, Business Essential for * Nickel: 189 million tonnes
Geopolitical risk as a factor | g?;::;,?m India ﬁ semiconf]uctors & & Copper . . .
Clean energy transitions will require minerals electronics * Monazite deposits contain Odisha
far beyond today’s production systems. The rare earth oxides
currcnit;mr pl'oifl:ct :ipe}ir;;: l:)onzt:;; Sto a “ @ Strengthen defence @ Nickel
potent supply shortfall by : Andh
nononds. Critical mineral BRI | ] | mocooocnaoccoseoonceae fatociis Prad er:h
security will ° 8, Rare Earth :
Structural constraints ‘ N N Support advanced Elamants Recycling can eventually meet Tamil
Several constraints slow progress. Exploration define India’s u ﬁ : ~25% of copper & araphite
: 1% 2 g —  manufacturing PR grep Nadu
remains shallow, regulatory clearances can industrial and .. demand by mid-centu
be time-consuming, private participation is stratesic i
“mi(;gl ?lmd f?m‘:,‘re'f?gif’" P_roielCt economics | tra'ef’tg(]) Relevance: GS lll - Economy, Energy, Technology
. Process r
;l;:lcne:;:?ng it e | ‘ Y Security ¢ GS |l - International Relations Relevance: GS | - Geography ¢ GS Ill - Mining & Minerals
Nz SN <\ 4
a GLOBAL SUPPLY & GEOPOLITICAL RISKS INDIA'S POLICY RESPONSE G DEPENDENCE & CHALLENGES
* Indonesia leads in nickel. * |dentified 30 critical minerals. o India remains import dependent Raw Mineral
* China leads in cobalt, graphite « Strengthened regulatory frameworks. for lithium, cobalt & nickel.
& rare earths (=70% avg.
market share in 20 strategic * Launched National Critical Mineral * China-dominated processing
minerals). Mission. creates disruption risk. ‘
Mineral supply is » Top 3 refining countries’ * Target: 1,200 domestic exploration « Critical gap is in processing & refining. Processing &

increasingly concentrated
in a few countries.

Refining

market share rose to 86% in projects by 2030-31.

2024 (from 82% in 2020).

* Limited high-purity input facilities.

» Goal: Produce 2 15 critical minerals &

acquire 50 overseas mining assets. » Bulk mineral experience exists, but

/ C hortil i [ Q) Rare earth demand I’iSiﬂg . ’ oas . . ‘
ll P T‘;‘;’;’:: sk sharply with wind power, « Khanij Bidesh India Ltd (KABIL) has high-purity critical mineral production
all e y f electronics & magnets secured 15,703 hectares in Argentina’s is limited. Q
: . Catamarca (Lithium). High-purity
Relevance: GS Il - International Relations Relevance: GS lll - Mineral Policy, Governance Material
GS lll - Economy, Trade & Strategic Autonomy GS Il - International Cooperation Relevance: GS lll - Industry, Infrastructure, Technology
PATHWAY TO SELF-RELIANCE 8 PRACTICE MCQ 9! MAINS DISCUSSION QUESTION

@ Operationalise strategic stockpiles

for critical minerals. following statements is/are correct?

determinant of economic power, technological leadership
and strategic autonomy.”

1. India has identified 30 critical minerals in its policy.

é Accelerate applied research &

development. 2. Copper project pipeline indicates a 30% supply shortfall Discuss the challenges India faces in securing critical
SELF- by 2035. minerals and suggest a comprehensive strategy.
%\ Build industry partnerships & global RELIANCE 3. China leads global refining of cobalt, graphite and rare
supply chain tie-ups. earth elements.
B ywvouh O, ' 4. Recycling can eventually meet up to half of coppe, &
é trusted partners. ' demand by mid-century. X
: . e Select the correct answer using the code below: Vi —
nvest in recycling, circular economy V —
il & secondary resources. A. 1 and 2 only B. 1, 2 and 3 only
y C.1,2, 3and4 D. 2, 3 and 4 only e
Relevance: GS Il - Sustainable Development Focus Areas: Resource Security * Economic Growth ¢ Technology

GS Il - Strategic Partnerships Answer: B Strategic Autonomy * International Cooperation * Sustainability
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| n NEWSPAPER ARTICLE ﬂ ABOUT PURI RATH YATRA UNESCO INTANGIBLE CULTURAL
Odisha seeks UNESCO Sl S e HERITAGE (ICH)

tag fOl’ P lll’l Rath Yatl' d Jagannath, held in Puri,

" e Odisha.
BHUBANESWAR

dressed to Union Culture
and Tourism Minister Ga-
jendra Singh Shekhawat on
Odisha Chief Minister Mo-  Saturday.

han Charan Majhi has The Chief Minister

* Three deities — Jagannath,
Balabhadra & Subhadra -

sought the nomination of sought the intervention of taken to Gundicha Temple —————— Intangible
the Rath Yatra of Shree Ja- Mr. Shekhawat to facilitate .

gannath, Puri, for inscrip- the examination of a pro- on grand chariots. Cu".ural
tion on UNESCO's listof in-  posal submitted by the Heritage

¢ Celebrated since ancient
times; attracts millions of
devotees worldwide.

tangible cultural heritage Shree Jagannath Temple
of humanity. Administration seeking the
“The Rath Yatra of Lord  nomination of the Rath Ya-

* Protects living traditions, oral expressions,
performing arts, rituals, knowledge systems.

Jagannath is not merely a
religious festival but a time-
less tradition that embo-
dies India’s rich cultural di-
versity. inclusivity,
spirituality, craftsmanship,
music, dance and com-
munity participation. Cele-
brated for centuries, it at-
tracts millions of devotees
and visitors from across the
globe and stands as one of
the most enduring symbols

tra of Shree Jagannatha,
Puri, for inscription on UN-
ESCO’s heritage List.

BJD criticises move

The Biju Janata Dal, howev-
er, said the Chief Minister’s
letter is “nothing more
than a publicity-oriented
exercise” aimed at divert-
ing attention from the Bha-

ratiya Janata Party govern-
ment's alleged failure to

* Embodies inclusivity, community partici-
pation, art, music, dance & craftsmanship.

» Key symbol of India’s living heritage
and syncretic tradition.

* Strengthens cultural diversity & mutual respect.
* India has 15 elements inscribed on ICH list.

* Inscription enhances global recognition,

safeguarding & tourism.

Relevance: GS | (Art & Culture) + GS Il (Social Harmony)
GS V (Heritage Conservation)

Relevance: International Organisations + Soft Power

CLEDONS, Vg SERARS Cultural Diplomacy + Sustainable Development

conduct the past three

Mr. Majhisaidinaletterad-  Rath Yatras flawlessly. 119 Y.
£} KEY BENEFITS OF UNESCO TAG ODISHA GOVERNMENT'SMOVE | POLITICAL RESPONSE
GLOBAL RECOGNITION | B * CM Mohan Charan Majhi wrote to

Union Minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat.

Enhances visibility & prestige of
India’s cultural heritage.

HERITAGE SAFEGUARDING

Promotes documentation, preservation
& transmission to future generations.

* Requested intervention to examine
Shree Jagannath Temple
Administration’s proposal.

TOURISM & ECONOMY * BJD termed the move as “publicity-oriented”.

Boosts cultural tourism, local livelihoods
& infrastructure development.

COMMUNITY EMPOWERMENT

Encourages participatory conservation
& pride among local communities. ’

* Aim: Nomination of Puri Rath Yatra
for inscription on UNESCO's ICH list.

» Accused government of failing to conduct

o Allorisiith praseeving Odials last three Rath Yatras flawlessly.
cultural legacy & global outreach. « Highlights political contest over cultural credit

& governance performance.

OOOE

Relevance: Indian Polity « Democratic Accountability
Public Perception + Political Communication

Relevance: Cooperative Federalism + Centre-State
Coordination « Cultural Policy
&, .
N i N

STATIC LINKAGES g PRACTICE MCQ g

Consider the following statements about UNESCO's
Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH):

Relevance: GS Il (Governance) + GS lll (Economy)
Inclusive Growth « Cultural Sustainability

MAINS DISCUSSION QUESTION

Q. “Cultural heritage is not just about the past;
it is a living resource for social cohesion,
economic growth and global identity.”
Discuss with reference to the Puri Rath Yatra.

Constitution: Art. 49 - Protection of Q.

monuments & places of national importance.
1. Itincludes living traditions, performing arts, rituals,

Cultural Policy: Safeguarding intangible and knowledge systems.
heritage is part of India’s cultural policy. 2. India has more than 15 elements inscribed on the
ICH list.

3. Inscription on the ICH list provides financial grants

to the nominating country. i
J —
« —
v

Odisha: Known for rich temple architecture
& living traditions — Konark, Chilika, Pattachitra.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

, ‘\ Sustainable Development Goal 11.4: A. 1and 2 only B. 1and 3 only
"l,§ Protect the world's cultural & natural heritage. ' :
C. 1only D.1,2and 3 “
Relevance: Polity « Culture « Geography + SDGs Answer: C o Focus Areas: Culture & Heritage + Social Harmony + Economy

Governance + Tourism + Global Identity

-/'
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NEWSPAPER ARTICLE
Al and cyber, the double helix of today’s security threats

B3 AASAFORCEMULTIPLIER | ([E))  CYBER THREATS EVOLVING
|

» Al enhances data analysis, pattern

+ Al-driven attacks: deepfakes,

b Aozt m o Al cobaccn dits o, N #emn it Geptiben, Y el "l : sipia . e .
e g P ‘”& recognition & decision-making. phishing, malware, disinformation.
pepcemcioed Bue vrioownp Eato ot Encbrten precaion oe convmrizonwe. Terg® chhexao thooatont
aﬂn&ud«whf-wh:a f\xmnnfuf_\:;x‘rw mmmb:'un:. SPex : 3
e v by et el P e o 0 5 » Enables precision in surveillance, Target critical infrastructure,
000! he Mefdore sciviene safvects of M.K. Na AN, Oterls (0ndOC e 0O Tl argn Oensh beeing . . . . . ® ~
Somieocd BICNMSYIN  rcrctorur ebriegtuome s comtk ox e serogy a o missile targeting & intelligence. financial systems, data & privacy.
{ a0 an it 2 v roaieon .
ogeeorel clicenn) maceron: Sot i Former Direcicr, "l":wdw:r-homm ¥ floge el e v dedo ~
claderan modaic fhcas e Baresw, o0do = e ! 2ty e ghnpar, H A = e \m
mivmmgatpemneatnce. | sheriumm | sepmotiatncton. [ & . * Improves cyber defence: threat Asymmetric impact: small actors
i b ey Securty Advhr, 100 | e e L-m:;:':mlm detection, anomaly detection can cause large-scale damage
Mdmh«a‘:&:&m :’mm w«:“q',wdrb'w.—. Orest p&smaz:wl ’ ’ g 2
Noarrofid nehvoth 03 emtortet, cabig £ Bengal COeCIen, ancenthy SOl tagroms idersaion tise
N by 2efovaed otls oo ofnet S ity Gl MOvaly Cutecten, '.:?oa-(mmuutpm: amomated response' ¢ - Z
Nt 80 O peacececotec ¢ ¢l eglael Dhaddust aeher tome boch Coobe MO0 18t IRMCNC A8’ HC0L Zero Trust protoools becommg
SO INMALATHD I T 10 OO e coed key SEnricaeoosostet ke oo ‘spediot ol
el ol MUing e Maw K (ooane o e cata O - . M
z;*ﬂ;ff;ﬂ A ——— - ....,i"&‘.'.;’:«.«um f;.m;:',!,.m.&'* ¢ Dual-use nature: same tools can be essential.
G’ CeQrrnae o (2% Camnin, POMO N DI e
»«m::.'?.“m..e...mz.. &"z‘.t,‘.,.w‘?,'om“:.« E""“"""‘:" f:;"“' nim used for offensive cyber attacks. " i '
o X Nﬂm o 00 Do\t e O 0 ot ol the Oaic
ae:“«‘uu:é"vmw«:hqd mma: o::;' -«ummb‘m - J e .yber attac s.c enge Soverelgnty
porredb e o ealoa Maeuiuios. | enmatissatasums « Nations with strong Al capabilities without crossing borders.
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Seorfirg Aomne avlracas et Yo covente e adorkh @ pevet Economic Power Data Protection
%00 pod (L % G atadioy Mot Aopiarpe Sagovia Booa 200 0o ‘antd e
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n Al & LARGE LANGUAGE MODELS

* LLMs like ChatGPT, Claude, Gemini are
transforming information landscape.

G THE ROAD AHEAD

* Develop robust Al governance
frameworks.

« Invest in R&D, skilled talent &
cyber infrastructure.

| B GEOPOLITICAL COMPETITION

k.

« Risks: misinformation, hallucinations, | ,‘ .
manipulation, bias. m.
-
+ Used for propaganda, social engineering - -

« P ible Al
& opinion manipulation. romote responsible Al &

ethical innovation.
» Need for transparency, accountability

& ethical guardrails. . + Strengthen international

U.S. & China in intense Al race; strategic rivalry
cooperation on cyber norms.

across military, tech & economic domains.

« Regulation must balance innovation

with risk mitigation. * Al seen as cornerstone of future dominance. * Ensure Al platforms do not
+ Human oversight must remain central * Control over chips, data, talent & algorithms is key. TRGPUNIS pUORC Opsnion:
to all Al systems. + Tech decoupling & export controls shaping global * Human-centric approach
supply chains. for secure & inclusive future.

* Countries like India must build strategic autonomy
in Al & critical tech.

Linkage: International Relations, Strategic Autonomy,
Technology Sovereignty

') PracTicE Mca
Q. Which of the following statements about Al and

Relevance: Ethics in Al, Media Manipulation,
Information Security

Way Forward: Trust, Transparency,
Accountability, & Global Cooperation

g MAINS DISCUSSION QUESTION

Q. “Al and cyber technologies are a double-edged

KEY CONCEPT MAP

Al Capabilities

Stf:;';?:"',c a e _1 ' & Cyber Threats |~ CybPer security are correct? sword that can either empower nations or
\-“' yI s 1. Al can be used to both enhance cyber attacks endanger humanity.” Critically examine.
U, : Vs and strengthen cyber defence.
N ) P i | 2. ‘Zero Trust” protocols assume that systems
) Al & CYBER ‘ 'y_ ' inside an organisation are inherently trusted.
| SECURITY e ' 3. Deepfakes and disinformation are emerging
Secure Future CHALLENGES Disinforrnation | challenges in the information ecosystem.
& Bias 4. Large Language Models always provide
— , | unbiased and factual information.
‘00" -f N\
'-\ & ) 7 \\ N | | Select the correct answer using the code below: EMPOWERMENT THREATS
‘H ﬁ\ | A. 1and 3 only B. 2and 4 only
uman / i
Oversicit N 2 Geopolitical C. 1,2 and 3 only D. 1, 3 and 4 only . .
9 Regulation & Rivalry Focus Areas: Technology Governance ¢ Ethics * Security
Governance Answer: A Global Cooperation * Human-Centric Approach
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You get better care
when you stop nodding
and start asking why

helix of today’s security
threats (Editorial)

« Patients must be active partners in their care.

» Asking questions improves diagnosis & outcomes.
» Shared decisions reduce medical errors.

.« Builds trust, dignity & patient satisfaction.

» Empowers people to understand options.

» Strengthens accountability in healthcare.
 Linked to Right to Health under Article 21.

Health Literacy « Patient Rights « Article 21

Glasgow passes baton to
Ahmedabad in a glitzy
affair (Sports)

o

€2

GLASGOW 2026 AHMEDABAD 2030

¢ Glasgow 2026 Commonwealth Games conclude.
* Ahmedabad, India, to host 2030 edition.

» Symbolises India’s rising global sporting stature.

¢ Boost to infrastructure, tourism & economy.

* Promotes fitness, youth engagement & unity.

* Commonwealth values: Humanity, Equality, Destiny.
* Build legacy through inclusivity & sustainability.

Sports Diplomacy « Youth « Ahmedabad 2030
7 Why has PoK erupted
in protests? (Explainer)

W

Anger over high taxes, inflation & unemployment.

» Exploitation of resources; lack of local rights.

* Demographic changes & political disempowerment.
* Poor governance, corruption & rights violations.

* Youth-led movements demand justice & dignity.

* Reflects Pakistan's governance failure in PoK.

» Highlights need for people-centric approach.

Internal Unrest « Governance <« Human Rights

Al enhances cyber attacks in scale & sophistication.
Deepfakes, phishing, malware becoming Al-driven.
Critical infrastructure, data & privacy at risk.

Need Al for defence, threat detection & response.
Strong laws, audits and accountability essential.

Invest in cyber capacity, talent & global cooperation.
Balanced approach to innovation & security.

Cyber Security + Al Ethics « Data Protection

Critical minerals, the
foundation of strategic
power (Editorial)

Co

Cobalt

Nickel

Cu
Copper

Li
Lithium

Rare
Earths

Critical minerals drive clean energy & defence.
Limited supply; high geopolitical concentration.
Essential for EVs, batteries, semiconductors, Al.

India must secure sources & diversify partnerships.
Invest in exploration, recycling & technology.

Strategic reserves and value-addition needed.
Key to Atmanirbbar Bharat & strategic autonomy.

Resources Security « Clean Energy « Atmanirhbar Bharat

Why has West Bengal
cleared land for

the BSF now? (Explainer)

7T Ty i
4 Bl R s

%.' ~ 6:

S
-

-

Land given for BSF camps, roads & infrastructure.
Strengthen border management & surveillance.
Check infiltration, smuggling & cross-border crimes.
Response to changing security challenges.

Improve coordination with local administration,
Enhance response time and operational readiness.
Balance security needs with local sensitivities.

Border Security + Infiltration « National Security

Al and cyber, the double

Proof of life
(Editorial)

» Systems must ensure dignity of every individual.
¢ Documentation barriers deny essential services.
* Exclusion affects welfare, pensions, rations, rights.
» Simplify verification; use humane tech solutions.

* Protect privacy; prevent misuse of data.

* Inclusion is core to constitutional morality.

» Leave no one behind in governance.

Inclusive Governance + Dignity + Welfare Rights

The problem with India’s
free trade agreement
strategy (Data Point)

Few FTAs despite large trade footprint.
Utilisation of existing FTAs remains low.
Sensitive sectors face import surges.

Rules of origin & standards create barriers.
Need calibrated, balanced, interest-based FTAs.
Focus on export diversification & competitiveness.
Data-driven, state-inclusive FTA strategy needed.

Trade Policy » FTAs « Export Competitiveness

Why lab-grown diamonds
are a sustainable
alternative to mined stones

(Cache)
\ | | ‘

Lab-grown diamonds are chemically identical.
Zero mining; lower land and water impact.
Lower carbon footprint and energy efficient.

No displacement, fairer and ethical sourcing.
Cost-effective; increasing consumer acceptance.
Supports sustainability and circular economy.
Future of responsible luxury and innovation.

Sustainability « Green Tech « Ethical Consumption

PRELIM FACTS

>
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p Commonwealth Games 2030

>

| KNOW YOUR ENGLISH

\

P T.N. urges SC to instruct Karnataka

to comply with order on Cauvery water

Seeks enforcement of Supreme Court order
on Cauvery water sharing.

Odisha seeks UNESCO tag for Puri Rath Yatra
State government moves proposal to get
global recognition for Rath Yatra.

Karnataka develops manual to establish
child-centric village communities in State

Focus on safe, inclusive and nurturing
environments for children.

IAF chief begins Vietnam visit to boost
defence ties

Aims to enhance strategic cooperation and
regional security.

Heat stress during pregnancy linked to
adverse birth outcomes, says study
Research highlights health risks to mother and
baby due to extreme heat.

Water-bombing airc'faft"helps Greece
battle wildfires

Special aircraft deployed to douse large
forest fires.

FIFA foul

Footballi's governing body fined for
discriminatory chants issue.

India may extend tax breaks for
contract manufacturing

Move to promote electronics manufacturing
and exports.

Sheikh Hasina's ‘homecoming’ media
event can hurt ties with India: Dhaka
Bangladesh warns of negative impact on
bilateral relations.

Cauvery Tribunal Award: 2007
SC verdict of Feb 2018 made it binding.

Puri Rath Yatra: UNESCO ICH
List inscribed in 2018.

e

BSF Raising Day: 1 December 1965 ] '.‘;'Q;;.
India’s first line of defence on borders. e

PoK: Area ~13,297 sq km
Under Pakistan's illegal occupation.

Critical Minerals Act, 2023
Ensures secure and sustainable supply.

FTAs signed by India: 13
With 20+ countries/regions.

Right to Health: Article 21
Part of Right to Life.

X
F3

3
A
&
A\

S

To be held in Ahmedabad, India.

Lab-grown diamonds (HPHT/CVD)
Low carbon footprint, eco-friendly.

P Accountability - Obligation to accept responsibility

for actions and decisions.
» Dignity ~ The state of being worthy of respect.
P Sophistication - The quality of being complex and |
highly developed. ‘
p Calibrated - Adjusted carefully to achieve
the right balance.
P Infiltration - Secret entry of people into a
place or area.
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“Globalization has strengthened ’
cultural exchange while

simultaneously threatening

indigenous identities.” Critically analyse.

n Introduction

+ Globalization integrates
economies, societies and
cultures.

Strengthening Cultural
Exchange
* Easy flow of ideas, art,

music, cuisine and
lifestyles.

* Promotes mutual
understanding and
tolerance.

+ Facilitates cultural excha
but also triggers cultural
homogenization. » Example: Yoga, Ayurveda,
Bollywood, Indian cuisine

gaining global recognition.

Viid

Threats to Indigenous
Identities

Positive Impacts on
Indian Society

* Exposure to global + Dominance of global

best practices and culture leads to cultural

homogenization.

innovation.

-

« Enriches cultural + Decline of local languages,

diversity and creativity.

@

traditions and art forms.

« Strengthens soft power + Consumerism overshadows

and global image of India.

traditional values.

B Evidence & Examples

« Decline in folk arts, handloom,

b
N

B Vulnerable Sections

« Tribal, rural and minority
communities face cultural

local crafts.
erosion.

+ Commodification of
traditions and sacred
practices.

« Western festivals and
lifestyle dominating urban
spaces.

+ English and global media
overshadowing regional
languages.

a Conclusion

+ Globalization should lead
to cultural pluralism, not

* Loss of inter-generational
knowledge systems.

Way Forward

+ Promote local languages,
art and cultural education.

« Support traditional cultural dominance. Y§ '
livelihoods and cultural + Need for policy, community Q
industries. participation and cultural

+ Balanced globalization resilience.

with cultural self-confidence.

+ “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam”
with “Atmanirbhar Sanskriti”.

* Good health enhances

* Reduces vulnerability \

» Examples: Ayushman Bharat,

Evaluate the contribution of
education, healthcare and
skill development in achieving
social empowerment.

n Introduction

+ Social empowerment enables
individuals to access rights,
resources and opportunities.

Education: Foundation of

g

Empowerment

* Improves knowledge, critical
thinking and awareness.

+ Promotes equality, social
+ Education, healthcare and skill
development are key pillars.

mobility and gender justice.

» Examples: Sarva Shiksha
Abhiyan, Beti Bachao Beti
Padhao, NEP 2020.

*» They build capability, dignity
and participation.

\;!/;

Skill Development:
Gateway to Livelihoods
* Good health enhances

learning and productivity.

» Skills convert capabilities v

into economic opportunities.

B Conclusion

+ Triad of education, healthcare
and skill development drives
social empowerment.

Healthcare: Enabling
Dignity and Productivity

\/

s

+ Bridges gap between

quality of life and

" 3 e education and employment.
economic participation.

» Promotes entrepreneurship,

and out-of-pocket innovation and productivity.

expenditure.
» Examples: PMKVY, NSDC,
Skill India Mission.

ﬂ Interlinkages

» Education improves health

National Health Mission.

B Impact on Key
Sections

» Empowers women, youth,

SCs, STs, OBCs, minorities
and persons with disabilities. ©

awareness and income.

'i"
é\'l‘

* Creates inclusive growth
and reduces inequalities.

Challenges

* Quality gaps in education
and healthcare.

) §

v

* Unequal access in rural

and marginalised areas. +» Leads to self-reliant, inclusive

and resilient society.
« Skill mismatch and

weak industry linkages. + “Sashakt Nagrik, Sashakt

Bharat."




