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Samudra Manthan -
National Offshore

Exploration Scheme
¢ Cabinet approved scheme with

outlay of 84,084 crore.

* To accelerate offshore hydrocarbon
exploration in India.

* Reduces import dependence and
strengthens energy security.

* |mplemented by Ministry of
Petroleum & Natural Gas.

¢ Complements HELP and

Open Acreage Licensing Policy.
¢ Boosts Blue Economy and jobs.

Exploration - Production
- Energy Security
=> Economic Growth

Value Addition: India has sedimentary Keywords: Offshore, HELP, OALP,

Multi-Lane Free Flow Tolling
(MLFFT) Launched on NH-48

* MLFFT system launched on
Delhi-Jaipur NH-48 corridor.

* Uses ANPR cameras, FASTag
and Al enabled enforcement.

* Enables barrier-free toll collection.

* Reduces congestion, saves fuel
and time.

* Enhances logistics efficiency and
lowers emissions.

* A major step towards Intelligent
Transport Systems (ITS) in India, | ANPR + FASTag — Automatic
Deduction -+ Barrier-free

Movement - Efficiency

Value Addition: Improves ease of Keywords: MLFFT, ANPR, FASTag,

B India— Rwanda Joint Trade
Committee Meeting

¢ First Joint Trade Committee Meeting
held between India and Rwanda.

* Focus on deepening bilateral trade
and investment cooperation.

* Key sectors: Pharmaceuticals,
Agriculture, Digital, Minerals,
Education.

¢ Strengthens India’s engagement
with Africa and Global South.

* Rwanda is part of AfCFTA and EAC.

¢ Supports Act East Policy and
SAGAR vision.

Value Addition: India’s trade with Keywords: AfCFTA, EAC, Global

Reforms & Transparency —* Secure
Exams - Equal Opportunity —
Better Governance

education.

Value Addition: Reforms build trust

and ensure equal opportunity for
aspiring doctors.

Keywords: NEET-PG, Exam
Governance, Transparency, Digital

Monitoring
X

(

Coal India strengthens
post-retirement care
through comprehensive
welfare and pension reforms.

honours.

{
N

Indian Army bids farewell to
Gen V.N. Sharma (Former
COAS) with full military

SAMADHAN Doctrine — Security
+ Development = Inclusion = |

Naxal-Free India /I

supporting inclusive development,

Value Addition: Integrated approach  Keywords: LWE, SAMADHAN,

basins ~2.1 billion tonnes of oil & - doing business and supports green = - Africa crossed $100 billion in T . -
oil equivalent ges. E&P, Energy Security, Blue Economy & sustainable mobilty ITS, Logistics, Smart Highways EY 2024-25. South, Trade, Strategic Partnership
i\ ) \ it — &
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a Tax Devolution to States Catch the Rain Campaign Legacy Waste Remediation -
(Odisha) Bhalswa Dumpsite
* Union Government released ¢ Campaign promotes rainwater ’ * Review of legacy waste
¥1,09,019 crore as advance tax harvesting and groundwater _—e S remediation at Bhalswa,
devolution to States. recharge. 72 - ] ; Delhi.
¢ Supports States in capital ¢ Strengthens water security and L ol W p * Focus on biomining,
expenditure and development climate resilience. ~ - R bioremediation and scientific
projects. * Encourages community waste management.
* Strengthens fiscal federalism participation and local water * Reduces methane emissions
and cooperative governance. c?nserva'tnon. 2 5 and pollution.
* Constitutional basis: Articles ? Linaciwiifel St Avhyan * Supports circular economy
270 & 280 and Jal Jeevan Mission. and urban sustainability.
P ¢ Helps in drought mitigation and . .
* Determined by Finance Tax Collection — Devolution susr:inable agﬁwnui. = a"s';e:n‘mhr;:)“hh Bharat
Commission recommendations. to States — Development * A model for replicable water s g
* Ensures States have liquidity for = Inclusive Growth governance, Rainwater Harvesting — Groundwater % lemm‘r,nronmep:tg:':uhaelau‘;h nd Biomining — Material Recovery —
welfare and infrastructure, Recharge -+ Water Security — ? Pollution Reduction —+ Circular
Climate Resilience Economy
Value Addition: Improves balanced Keywords: Tax Devolution, Finance Value Addition: Enhances aquifer Keywords: Rainwater Harvesting, Value Addition: Biomining can Keywords: Legacy Waste, Biomining,
regional development and Commission, Article 270, Federal levels and improves rural water Groundwater Recharge, Jal Shakti recover materials and reduce Bioremediation, Circular Economy,
economic stability. Finance availability. Abhiyan, Water Security landfill burden. Solid Waste Management
& 20 & £l B s
£ Nl ) ™
NEET-PG 2026 Reforms PIB Backgrounder - PM-VBRY - Employment
Reviewed Naxal-Free India Generation Initiative
* Government reviewed preparedness ¢ PIB released backgrounder on ¢ PIB backgrounder on Pradhan Mantri
for NEET-PG 2026. Naxal-Free India. Viksit Bharat Rojgar Yojana (PM-VBRY). ‘ ‘
* Focus on transparency, fairness ¢ LWE incidents reduced by over * Aims to boost employment and ‘
and student-centric reforms. 70% in the last decade. formal job creation. . ‘
¢ Strengthening digital infrastructure ¢ SAMADHAN Doctrine driving ¢ Focus on manufacturing, MSMEs
and secure examination process. strategy: Security + Development. and services. N
¢ Real-time monitoring and grievance * Road connectivity, education and * Supports youth employment and
redressal mechanisms. livelihoods key pillars. skill development.
* Aims to restore credibility in medical * Special Central Assistance for ¢ Promotes labour formalisation and
entrance exams. LWE districts. social security.
* Enhances governance in higher * Aspirational Districts Programme ~ | ¢ Contributes to Viksit Bharat @2047 2

Skill + Enterprise + Formalisation —
Employment — Inclusive Growth —
Viksit Bharat

goals.

=

Value Addition: Job creation is hey %o Keywords: Employment, Formalisation,

ensures lasting peace and Security, Development, SCA, demographic dividend and inclusive ’ -
avel i Aspirational Districts ot MSME, Skill Development, Viksit Bharat
- = = 8 J
Other Important One-Liners i
: India and Rwanda commit = Indian Railways approves : 136th ETF reviews
i to expand trade, investment - Q new express services and enforcement actions
and people-to-people i h—o infrastructure projects to ! and environmental
B l contacts. : boost connectivity. compliance across NCR.
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India likely to receive

below-normal rainfall
this month, says IMD

It is predicted to be less than 94% of long period average; the maximum

temperatures are expected to stay above normal across most of country

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

ndia is likely to receive
Ibelow-normal rainfall

during August, with
precipitation expected to
be less than 94% of the
long period average, the
India Meteorological De-
partment said on Friday.

The forecast also pro-
jects below-normal rainfall
during the second half of
the southwest monsoon
season (August-Septem-
ber), although some parts
of peninsular India, cen-
tral, eastern, and north-
eastern India, and the
northern parts of the
northwest could receive
normal to above-normal
rainfall.

Below-normal rainfall in
August is likely in many
parts of the country, ex-
cept over much of eastern
peninsular India, some
parts of northwest and
central India, and isolated
areas of eastern and north-
eastern India, where nor-
mal to above-normal rain-
fall is possible.

Maximum temperatures
during the month are ex-
pected to remain above
normal across most of the

’ .
——— — o~ . —

Some parts of peninsular India, central, eastern, and northeastern
India may receive normal to above-normal rainfall. H. vieHU

country, while minimum
temperatures are likely to
be normal to above
normal.

July rain near normal
The IMD also said moder-
ate El Nifno conditions over
the equatorial Pacific are
expected to strengthen
through the remainder of
the monsoon season,
while neutral Indian Ocean
Dipole (IOD) conditions
are likely to persist before a
positive IOD develops dur-
ing September. The latter
can help monsoon rain.

For the August-Septem-
ber period as well, the IMD
forecast rainfall at below
94% of the long period av-
erage, indicating a weaker-

than-normal monsoon.
The outlook follows a
near-normal July at the all-
India level, despite fore-
casts issued earlier in the
season that had anticipat-
ed subdued rainfall be-
cause of the developing El
Nifio. On June 30, the IMD
had forecast a minimum
6% deficit in July rainfall
but India has so far got
101% of the usual amount
of rainfall. July is the rai-
niest of the four monsoon
months and critical to agri-
culture. According to the
IMD, while July’s rainfall
helped erase much of the
deficit that had built up
during June, the distribu-
tion of rainfall remained
uneven across regions.

to receive below-normal rainfall in
August, with precipitation less than
94% of the long period average.

@ August Rainfall Outlook: India likely r@
= %)

Regional Variation: Some parts of
peninsular, central, eastern &
northeastern India may get normal
to above-normal rainfall.

Temperature Outlook: Maximum
temperatures expected to remain
above normal across most parts;
minimum temperatures normal

to above normal.

July Rainfall: Near normal at
all-India level (101% of LPA), the
highest among the four monsoon
months.

Climate Drivers: Moderate El Nifio
conditions likely to strengthen; neutral
|OD likely to persist before turning
positive in September.

Aug-Sep Forecast: Rainfall expected
to be below 94% of LPA, indicating
a weaker-than-normal monsoon.

Agriculture Impact: July's rain erased
June deficit, but uneven distribution
continues—crucial for crops and
water resources.

Key Takeaway: Uneven rainfall &
higher temperatures pose challenges
for agriculture, water management,
and overall economy.




A healthy tax

The government must act to tax foods

high in fat, sugar, and salt
l ndia, which has a long history of addressing

the challenges of undernutrition, has to pivot
to attack the curious phenomenon of over-
nutrition that evolving lifestyles have now laid at
its door. The recent National Family Health Sur-
vey data showed that in India, while stunting and
undernutrition continue to be cause for concern,
despite some gains, the sharp rise in adult over-
weight and obesity, besides diet-related metabolic
conditions, cannot be ignored any more. Two un-
related developments have advanced the ques-
tion of unhealthy diets in very pointed sugges-
tions that would nudge consumers to make the
right choices. First, a Parliamentary Standing
Committee has recommended mandatory front-
of-pack nutrition labelling indicating whether
packaged food products are high in sugar, and se-
cond, a national consortium has advised the go-
vernment to levy a health tax on high fat, salt and
sugar foods, and enforce stricter regulations on
their advertisements. The Standing Committee
on Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribu-
tion also made a recommendation to include the
sugar content in baby foods, attacking the excess
sugar consumption issue right where it begins.
The consortium on adolescent nutrition, which
goes by the practical name Let’s Fix Our Food, is
led by the Indian Council of Medical Research-Na-
tional Institute of Nutrition (ICMR-NIN), and com-
prising several other prominent institutions in In-
dia and abroad, has recommended that the
government ensure a healthier school food envi-
ronment, stricter regulation of marketing of un-
healthy food, and front-of-pack nutrition labell-
ing. These efforts will be among the steps to tackle
the rising burden of obesity and diet-related non
communicable diseases that require a compre-
hensive strategy helmed by the government.
According to the World Health Organization,
since 2017, at least 133 countries have increased or
introduced a new health tax. A “junk food law”
came into force in Colombia in 2023, to tackle the
high consumption of packaged foods. An addi-
tional tax on such foods began at 10%, rose to 15%
the next year and touched 20% the subsequent
year. Norway, Hungary, Denmark, Bermuda, Do-
minica, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, and the
Navajo Nation (U.S.), have also specifically imple-
mented taxes on unprocessed sugar and sugar-ad-
ded foods. With the ICMR-NIN report indicating
that over 17 million children and adolescents are
affected by obesity, and that this number can
cross 27 million by 2030, there cannot be a better
time to act on these suggestions that will go a long
way in educating the consumer to make healthy
food choices.

1st August 2026

‘ India faces a paradox: Undernutrition persists,
but a sharp rise in overweight, obesity, and
diet-related diseases demands urgent action.

. Parliamentary Standing Committee recommends
mandatory front-of-pack nutrition labelling to
indicate high sugar content in packaged foods.

Expert consortium (Let’s Fix Our Food) led by
ICMR-NIN recommends a health tax on high
fat, salt, and sugar foods and stricter ad
regulations.

‘ Also recommends healthier school food
environments and strict regulation of
marketing of unhealthy foods.

. Include sugar content in baby foods to
address excess sugar consumption
from the beginning.

' WHO: Since 2017, at least 133 countries have
increased or introduced a new health tax.

@ Colombia’s junk food law (2023): Tax on
packaged foods—10%, increased to 15%,
then 20%.

‘ Countries including Norway, Hungary, Denmark,
Bermuda, Dominica, St. Vincent & Grenadines,
and Navajo Nation (U.S.) tax unprocessed
sugar and sugar-added foods.

‘ ICMR-NIN report: Over 17 million children &
adolescents are obese; this may cross
27 million by 2030.

Urgent action is key to building awareness and
enabling healthy food choices.




he Western Ghats, spanning six coastal
T States of India, are internationally

recognised for their rich biodiversity.
They contain 39 biodiversity hotspot areas,
including national parks, reserved forests, and
wildlife sanctuaries declared World Heritage Sites
(WHS) by UNESCO in 2012. To protect this natural
heritage, the Western Ghats Ecology Expert Panel
(WGEEP) was constituted in 2010 under the
chairmanship of ecologist, academic, and writer
Madhav Gadgil. Its report recommended
declaring 142 talukas covering 44 districts in the
entire Western Ghats into Ecologically Sensitive
Area (ESA), while sub-dividing it into three
Ecologically Sensitive Zones (ESZ). Such a
declaration would regulate human activities to
protect fragile ecosystems and, once notified
under the Environment Protection Act, 1986,
would provide legal protection.

The ESA journey

Following strong local and political opposition in
the States concerned to the WGEEP
recommendations, the central government
constituted a high-level working group headed by
Krishnaswamy Kasturirangan in 2012 to review
them. The group limited restrictions on economic
activities and livelihoods to ecologically sensitive
natural landscapes, reducing the area covered to
only 37% of the Western Ghats.

Based on this recalibrated report, the Ministry
of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
(MoEF&CC) issued the first draft notification in
2014. Since the matter remained unresolved, the
Ministry constituted an expert panel headed by
former Director General of Forests Sanjay Kumar
in 2022 to examine the concerns raised by the
stakeholder States. Following the expert panel’s
deliberations, Gujarat and Goa appear to have
agreed to the finalisation of the ESA notification,
while Maharashtra has sought a fresh review.

Discussions between the Centre and other
States, including Karnataka, Kerala, and Tamil

J,

Madhusudan

Bandi

Faculty member at
the Gujarat Institute
of Development
Research,
Ahmedabad, Gujarat

The
Ecologically
Sensitive Area
debate
highlights the
need for
balanced,
inclusive
conservation
approaches

1st August 2026
Western Ghats conservation with science and dialogue

Nadu, are ongoing. A “phased rollout” or
“State-wise finalisation” is possible after the
inclusion of this clause in the 2024 draft
notification.

Between 2015 and 2026, five draft notifications
were issued as the Centre and States did not
reach a consensus. Following the expiry of the
last notification, in July 2026, the Ministry has
extended the expert panel’s tenure by another
year.

The case of Karnataka

Karnataka has 10 districts in the Western Ghats,
with 23.4% of the State's population residing
there. Around 20,668 square kilometres have
been identified for ESA declaration. Regardless of
the government’s political affiliation, the State has
consistently opposed the proposal, citing its
potential impact on agriculture, plantations,
mining, and infrastructure development.

A study by this writer covered villages located
in the proximity of 10 WHS across four districts -
Chikkamagaluru, Kodagu, Shivamogga, and
Udupi - and three other important sites in Uttara
Kannada and Udupi, including the Kali Tiger
Reserve, Mundigekere Bird Sanctuary (five acres
and a breeding ground for cattle egrets in Sirsi),
and Mookambika Wildlife Sanctuary. The study
highlighted local perspectives on livelihoods and
conservation efforts.

In villages adjoining the Kali Tiger Reserve and
Kudremukh National Park, some residents
reported accepting or considering rehabilitation
packages. Those opposing relocation felt that
they might eventually have to follow due to
declining village populations and the resulting
threat to village life. Even villages with granted
forest rights have faced challenges due to
restrictions on minor forest produce collection
and agricultural practices. Concerns were also
raised over the rejection of forest rights claims by
non-tribals with long-standing residence,
including in a village (at least 150 years) near the

Balahalli Reserved Forest. Meanwhile, local
officials and some communities supported

bt , Iiv harmful activii
such as stone quarrying and unplanned tourism
projects, including proposals for forest ropeways.

With specific reference to the notifications, it
must be noted that local communities faced
declared protected zones, even before the
WGEEP was constituted. Many residents believe
that buffer zones extend 10 kilometres from core

Stakeholders across the study districts
unanimously expressed concerns that reliance on
satellite imagery for identifying ESA areas was
unfair, as they were convinced that it could not
distinguish plantation crops such as arecanut,
shade-grown coffee, rubber, and coconut from
forest cover. They also raised concerns that no

In this context, Kamataka's case requires an
empathetic approach that addresses genuine
stakeholder concerns before a final decision is
taken.

Protecting indigenous communities

In the broader context, the Union government’s
decision to proceed with the ESA notification for
the Western Ghats reflects political will to protect
ecology and biodiversity. Conservation efforts
cannot be indefinitely delayed as it will result in
States losing their control in such areas;
ecological systems transcend administrative
boundaries.

More importantly, ESA should include
forests, as they naturally follow conservation
principles and maintain a sacred, sustainable
relationship with the environment despite
challenging conditions. Their presence serves as
a bridge between forests and mainstream society,
while their absence risks the loss of biocultural

£)

. Need empathetic, inclusive

‘ ESA must protect indigenous

Western Ghats = biodiversity
hotspot with 39 key areas; UNESCO
World Heritage Site (2012).

WGEEP (2010) recommended
142 talukas across 44 districts as
Ecologically Sensitive Area (ESA)
under EPA, 1986.

Strong opposition led to review '
by Kasturirangan Committee

(2012); ESA area reduced to
37% of the Western Ghats.

First draft notification in 2014;
expert panel under Sanjay Kumar

(2022); Gujarat & Goa agreed, f— //
Maharashtra seeks review. -

Centre & States yet to reach
consensus; last notification expired
in July 2026; panel's tenure
extended by 1 year.

Karnataka: 10 districts, 23.4% of
population; 20,668 sq km proposed
for ESA; State opposes citing impact
on agriculture, mining, infra.

Local concerns: restrictions on
livelihoods, forest rights rejections,
satellite mapping flaws, lack of
field verification.

approach addressing genuine
stakeholder concerns before final
decision.

communities & biocultural diversity;
conservation is essential beyond
politics & boundaries.




ith the successful demonstration
by the Coclavach janta Party, a
point has been made. A light has
been shown in our national
darkness. We can use that light, or we can
continue to curse the darkness. The choice is
always there. Gen Z has pronounced a fiat. It will
be wise on our part to take heed. The education
sysiem oeeds not jost an overhoul but also a
complete change. A change in policy itself. We
must navesit down and work out a systern in wie
professinmally, ond taken bappily and vohinterily.
WMW&W&

India’s education system has produced
extraordinary professional talem, yet its
admiseion culture has also created a dangerous
teem fezasares of Intelligence, worth, and future
possibility. This must change.

Examinations need to become more inclusive,
projecting students’ worth and abilities even as
they assess a candidate’s competence for the
chasen field of higher education. Gen Z is very
aware of the competitive world it has inherited
and is quite capable of making prudent choices
for its future. It is up to us - parents, teachers,
and policymakers — to consult with them and
evolve a system that is fair, robust, and respected.

Assessing competence

A fair system of admission must adopt a
multh dimensional assessment of competence.

. o e e

Admissions should combine moderated school
performance, ﬁdplmupdﬂe qnlﬁdo
appropriate, practical or scenario-based tasks,
and verifiable partfolios, projects, internships,
community work and co-curricular achievement.

Such an approach would test not only memory
and speed but also reasoning, persistence,
communication, judgment, ethical orientation
and suitability for a chosen field. Entry-level
institutions themselves, with the involvement of
competent schoolteachers, should design and
administer these assessments with transparent
criteria and proper safeguards. Examinations
should be redesigned to assess application,
interpretation and higher-order thinking rather
thas prodetable partems that feed the coucking indincy:
This fuz would preserve standards while aligming
aligentmimors more Clontly with real ability, educe-
cotzmal purpose and student potential.

Industry, parents, and students must together
broaden the meaning of educational success
beyond a few high-pressure professional
Regular industry interaction through career fairs,
internships, mentorship programmes, workplace
visits, and alumni engagement can make students
aware, even at the school level, of emerging
opportunities in newer sectors and reduce blind

dependence on competitive examinations for

John Varghese

Former Principal of
St. Stephen’s College

The time
has come
to rethink
merit, reform
admissions,
and

restore
dignity

to every
student’s
academic
journey
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Gen Z’s voice must lead to a humane education system

traditional carecr paths. Parents, especially those
with limited access to reliable information and
who often resort to unaffordable loans, need
structured counselling in local languages on
courses, careers, costs, scholarships, aptitude,
mental-health risks, and the difference betweena
child's imerests and parental ambitions.
M.bqbolpod to assess their abillties,
mgirations reaketically ihrough
and aptittale based conversations
rather than prestigedriven choices. When
informed industry esposure, responsible parental
support, and self-oware student decision-making
come together, educational choices become morce
rational, humane, and less fear-driven. This i$ the
groundwork on which a fair and cffective
entry-level assessment system can be built.

Role of elected representatives

The Constitution treats education as a public
good, not a commercial race, and places a clear
duty on the state to protect equality, dignity. and
the right to education. especisily for chikiren and
weaker sections. When the coaching ecosystem
becomes exploitative ~ creating inequality,
displacing foemal schooling, and hamming student
well-being -~ Parliament and State legislatures nm
must respond through lave regulation,

oversight. Members of Parfixment and g

of the Legisllative Assemblies may not be
individually liable for a persistent social problem,
but they remain institutionaily responsible for
creating and enforcing safeguxrds on fees,
advertising, mental-health support, hostel
standards, and fraudulent practices. In the face of
evidence of student suicides and
commercialisation, persistent inaction invites
democratic and legal scrutiny, making urgent
action a constitutional responsibility.

Does one size fit all? No. A centralised
agency such as the National Testing Agency
rests on the assumption that one examination
modlel can fairly judge all students across 5
discipines, regions and social contests; this
assumption is flawed - especially in a country
suchary such as India,
variied io omeroionali el way, Institutions and
betfescinan and profecsiinal badées are
what they seek in candhidates hecause thev
understanal and acadenuat demands, skills,
aptiiude and ethical orientation required for
specific courses leading to careers. A
A single national test also creates logistical
single alocogeapist enfaimess: language,
and demograpiix unfairess. linguagr, gorge,
geography, school background, digital access,
and local edocational disadvantages all affect
performance, making a ‘one-test-fitsall” moded
neither educationally sound nor socially
just.

A decentralised system, with universities or
clusters of institutions designing and
conducting their own assessments within
broad University Grant Commission nocms,
would allow for more relevant and balanced
evaluation. Students, too. mgr be insamerened
Grant Commissiont norms, would aliow for more
Grant Commission norms, would allow foc mant,
relevor: dnlanced evaluation, Scofdady; s
relevant and balanced evaluation.

Students, too, may be consulted through
structured repeeectatio troggrent sirudurcd:
represertation in identifying appropriate modes

of assessment, though access to live question
papers or confidential content should be strictly
avoided. To preserve sanctity and prevent paper
leaks, these safeguards are essential: encrypted
digital paper transmission; multi-layered question
banks with algorithmic randomisation; strict
vetting and rotation of paper setters; secure
printing and sealed distribution protocols;
independent audit and surveillance of
examination centres. And severe penal
consequences foe any breach. Additionad
safeguards may inchude biometric candidote
verification, time-staggered papers, and
post-cxamination forensic review of anomalies.

Properly scheduled, decentralised
examinations spread across the academic
calendar would reduce stress, avoid nationwide
disruption from a single failure, and permit
institutions to test genuine competence and
readiness rather tiimiguc alone.

Entrance esams should help our students
assess themselves for their abllities and
competency in a chosen field. Students should
undertake the exams willingly, with the dear unn-
understanding that it is indeed a competitive world,
and that they hare a selfvorth cvenloyend
beyond the particular exam that tooy ats sittie
are sitting fac Ween cwrageiinine socoaeenic
cooclennacoeutmaicg erunks surmpeimxs xining
the partierricular exam that they are siiting ¢.
foe When alternate career choices are there, the
pressure on the students is much less; and if they
are passionate about a profession, then they will
learn to work hard for it.

A humane direction for reform

India requires a shift from rank-based filtration to

capacity-based recognition.

A Just admissions system should ask not only
who scored highest under esam pressure, but
who has the aptinsde, motivation, ethical
seriousness, resllience, and capacity togrow ina
chasen field. Such a system would still value
excelience, but it would define escelience more
intelligently and more humanely.

Over the past few days, Gen Z has brought as
face-{o-face with a dork secret we heve longd
Owitie the overemphasis on certain
professions.

This generation has choices, and we must
allow them to choose responsibly while

understanding the consequences.

The constitutional promise of education
cannot be fulfilled by a structure that cevards fear,
debt, and peychologgial distress whele ciline
result merit. The alternative: s rogobianie of
assessment, regulation of coachiennes

healimd cnaswenlling v pares2s end ct:derdionts
neoce o¢ wohition cevcondy dte universities
Thiric. Thacreate hatpf. £ with univerissics
pecfesivank facipors, a ‘one (fercmoent, and
pepImrarara: arEanimin aeooEmdns ecatraics
students, keeping interests, abilities, and dignity at
the centre of educational choices.

This will eppier and more confident yosing
people who chosse careers dellberately, not out
of compulsion, paving the way for a better India
and a better world

If these changes begin now, the suicides caused
by entrance examination stress can come to anend.

. Education needs a complete change, not

just an overhaul.

Exams must be fair, professional, voluntary,
and never linked to student suicides.

Move beyond marks and ranks.

Adopt multi-dimensional assessments:
aptitude, analytical skills, interviews,
projects, internships, and ethics.

Counselling and informed choices are key. ,

Provide local language guidance on
courses, careers, costs, risks, and real
interests, not parental ambitions.

Parliament & Legislatures must act.

Regulate coaching industry, ensure
mental health support, fee transparency,
and curb commercialisation.

One-size-fits-all exams are flawed.

Centralised tests ignore diversity in
language, geography, economy,
and educational backgrounals.

Decentralised assessments work better. <

Universities/institutions should design
exams within broad norms for fair,
relevant, and balanced evaluation.

Ensure exam integrity with strong safeguards.
Encrypted papers, randomised question
banks, biometric verification, audits,
and strict punishments for leaks.

Reduce etress through better scheduling.

Spread exams across the year to avoid
overload and allow true assessment
of competence, not coaching skills.

Shift from rank-based to capacity-based
admissions.

Value aptitude, ethics, resilience,
motivation, and potential for growth.

Build a humane, future-ready system.

Holistic assessment, counsellin
support, industry connect, and
student dignity at the core.
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Gen Z’s voice must
lead to a humane
education system

+ Students’ stir reflects deep mistrust in system
* Mental health impact of stress & competition
» Shift from rote learning to critical thinking

* Listening to youth key to meaningful reform
* Equity, inclusion & dignity in classrooms

* Teacher autonomy and continuous training

* Education as empowerment, not just employability

Right to Education « NEP 2020
Fundamental Right «+ Human Development

EU to crack down on Al
deepfakes, illicit imagery, -
hacking ‘ '"

EU adopts rules to curb harmful Al misuse

Targets deepfakes, illicit content, hacking tools

Mandatory risk assessment for Al systems

.

Protects privacy, security & fundamental rights

Heavy penalties for non-compliance

First-of-its-kind comprehensive Al regulation

Sets global benchmark for ethical Al governance

 EU Al Act - Data Protection
~ Digital Governance « Cyber Security

y@l Out of society’s
mind

* Mental health still stigmatised in society

* Neglect of psychiatric & counselling services
+ Affects productivity and human well-being

* Need early detection & community support
* Integrate mental health into primary care

» Awareness, empathy & inclusion essential

* Mental health is public health priority

Mental He;Ithcare A;201—7
SDG 3 « Well-being « Human Rights

Western Ghats .,
conservation with ZFRS
science and dialogue

» Western Ghats: global biodiversity hotspot

Need science-based impact assessments

Engage local communities & stakeholders

Balance ecology with livelihoods & growth

* Prevent linear projects in ecologically fragile zones

Strengthen protected areas & corridors

+ Transparent governance and compliance

Environment Protection Act, 1986
UNESCO WGS « CBD « IUCN

Cabinet okays ¥84,084-cr.
Samudra Manthan for
offshore exploration

Scheme outlay: 84,084 crore

Incentivises offshore oil & gas exploration

Reduces import dependence, boosts energy security

Revenue share model with states

Attract private & global investments

.

Strengthens India’s E&P ecosystem

Supports net energy security goal

Hydrocarbon Exploration Licensing Policy (HELP)
Energy Security * Aatmanirbhar Bharat

A generation
in waiting

* Youth face uncertainty & limited opportunities
« Education-employment gap persists

« Aspirations high, avenues restricted

* Need skilling, innovation & entrepreneurship
* Quality jobs and social mobility essential

» Mental stress & anxiety on the rise

+ Invest in youth for demographic dividend

National Youth Policy « Skill India
Demographic Dividend « SDG 8

B A healthy tax

Health cess can fund public health priorities

Invest in prevention, primary & rural care

Reduce out-of-pocket health expenditure

Ensure transparency & ring-fenced utilisation

Strengthen health infra and disease surveillance

Promote healthy lifestyles & nutrition

Inclusive growth through healthier population

 Article 47 + NITI Aayog
SDG 3 « Fiscal Responsibility

Driven by
deception

* Rise in online frauds & digital deception

+ Exploitation through fake identities and data
+ Use of tech to manipulate and mislead

+ Victims: financially & emotionally devastated
* Need strong cyber laws & enforcement

+ Build digital literacy & verification habits

+ Tech platforms must ensure accountability

IT Act, 2000 + Cyber Crime
 Digital India + Data Protection

Cabinet approves Q
scheme to promote :
floating’ solar plants ﬂ

+ Scheme to promote floating solar projects

« Utilises reservoirs, canals & water bodies

» Saves land; higher efficiency via cooling

» Supports clean energy & climate goals

+ Boosts renewable capacity & energy security
+ Encourages private investment & innovation

« Part of India's green energy transition

' National Solar Mission « PM-KUSUM
Renewable Energy * Climate Action

Trump touts Gaza deal,
Hamas seeks Israeli exit

U.S. announces Gaza disarmament pact.

LS passes Births and
Deaths Bill; furore over
students’ stir

Bill passed amid Opposition protest.
Row over crackdown on students.
India likely to receive
below-normal rainfall this
month, says IMD

August rainfall to be below normal.
Impact on agriculture & reservoirs.

‘10C comfortably placed

till most of Sept.’

Indian Oil confident on fuel supplies.
Inventory levels remain adequate.

Centre extends PM-Kisan for

four more years, allocates
¥3.15 lakh cr.

Extension ensures income support
to farmers till 2030-31.

Bengaluru gets first tariff-free
Scottish salmon via U.K.FTA

First consignment under India-U.K.
FTA reaches Bengaluru.

Spain’s PM blames trafficking
gangs as 60,000 cross into
Ceuta in a day

Record migrant influx into Ceuta.
Spain cites trafficking networks.

‘India risks complicity in
Israel’s war crimes in Gaza'

Rights groups warn of legal &
moral responsibility.

Modi, Burnham discuss
trade, technology, Hormuz
over phone

Talk on UK-India ties, tech &
energy security.

PRELIM FACTS

) Western Ghats - UNESCO World Heritage Site
3 NEP 2020 - Holistic & multidisciplinary education ‘
E) Health - State List (Entry 6); Concurrent (30)

) EU Al Act - First comprehensive Al regulation

B Samudra Manthan — 284,084 crore outlay

3 1T Act, 2000 - Cyber offences & penalties

Mental Healthcare Act, 2017 - Rights based

£} PM-KUSUM - Solar pumps & decentralised solar
E) 'MD - Established in 1875, HQ: New Delhi

VOCABULARY

n Humane — Compassionate; showing empathy

8 Deception — Act of misleading by concealment
9 Equity — Fairness and justice in opportunity
a Resilience — Capacity to recover and adapt
a Accountability — Responsibility for actions
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Critically analyse.

“Human development is the most
sustainable pathway for poverty reduction.”

0 MEANING & LINKAGE

« Human development
expands capabilities
and choices.

+ HDI (health, education,
income) improves
productivity and
earnings.

g

Education

8

Human
Development

BUILDS CAPABILITIES
& OPPORTUNITIES

+ Enhances skills, creativity
and decision-making.

« Expands access to
information and
technology.

+ Increases social mobility
and empowerment.

SUSTAINABLE & RESILIENT
DEVELOPMENT

« Better health and
education build resilient
communities.

» Reduces vulnerability to
shocks and climate risks.

« Supports long-term
sustainable growth.

LIMITATIONS /
CHALLENGES

« HD outcomes take
time to reflect.

+ Inequality within
groups may persist.

* Requires quality
services, not just
access.

CONCLUSION:

0 BREAKS POVERTY CYCLE

« Education — better jobs
- higher income.

+ Health — higher o
productivity — w é

stable livelihoods.
INCLUSIVE & EQUITABLE

GROWTH
0o @
®

G EVIDENCE & EXAMPLES

» Empowers people to
escape intergenerational

poverty.

* Reduces inequality in
opportunities.

» Focus on women,
children, SCs, STs
and minorities.

+ Promotes balanced
regional development.

« Kerala, Himachal Pradesh:
high HDI, low poverty.

« Countries like Norway,
Finland: high human
development, low

poverty.

« India: MPI reduced
(0.283 in 2015-16 to
0.111in 2019-21).

Q WAY FORWARD

« Invest in quality health,
education and nutrition.

« Strengthen social protection
and skill development.

+ Ensure gender equality
and inclusive governance.

¢

« Focus on early childhood
development.

Human development creates empowered, healthy and
skilled individuals who can break the poverty cycle
themselves. It is not just a means, but the most

sustainable and ethical pathway to poverty reduction.

Why has urban infrastructure failed
to keep pace with rapid urbanization?

RAPID & UNPLANNED
URBAN GROWTH

+ Urban population grew
from 17.3% (1951) to
31.2% (2011).

+ Many cities grew without
proportionate planning
and infrastructure.

9 FINANCIAL CONSTRAINTS

+ Limited municipal
revenue and tax base.

+ High dependence on
state/central grants.

+ Low user charges and
poor cost recovery.

HIGH COST & LONG
GESTATION PROJECTS

+ Infrastructure projects
are capital intensive.

+ Long approval and
execution timelines.

+ Land acquisition and
resettlement issues.

TECHNICAL & OPERATIONAL
GAPS

» Qutdated infrastructure
and poor maintenance.

+ Leakage in water supply,
loss in power distribution.

» Inadequate data and
project prioritization.

&
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-~ -

CONCLUSION:

a0 —
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INADEQUATE PLANNING
& LAND USE

» Weak master plans
and poor enforcement.

* Unregulated peri-urban
expansion and sprawl.

.

+ Conversion of ecological
zones and wetlands.

GOVERNANCE & INSTITUTIONAL
CHALLENGES

+ Overlapping roles among
multiple agencies.

» Weak capacity of Urban
Local Bodies (ULBs). ' . '

+ Delayed clearances and . ..
bureaucratic hurdles.

MIGRATION & INFORMAL
URBANIZATION

+ Large-scale rural-urban
migration.

» Growth of slums and
informal settlements.

« Demand for services

outpaces supply.

ENVIRONMENTAL & CLIMATE

PRESSURES

« Floods, heatwaves and
RNV,

sea level rise increase
YR B Ly I

infrastructure stress.

» Poor drainage and loss
of green cover.

+» Climate-unsecured
urban design.

Urban infrastructure has lagged due to unplanned growth,
financial and governance constraints, and rising demand.
Integrated planning, empowered ULBs, sustainable

financing and climate-resilient design are the way forward.




