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India-Indonesia Strategic National Academlc Depository Performance Grading Index
Partnership & PM Visit (NAD) - PIB Backgrounder (PGI) 2.0 for States

e Joint Statement & bilateral talks . % . ;?; N e National digital repository for Academic Institutions e Measures school education

strengthen comprehensive (7 ' \} ¢ Uz degrees, diplomas & certificates. .- performance of States/UTs.
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Federalism
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@ Kamarajar Port Achieves
18-metre Draft Capability

Kamarajar Port becomes India’s
second major port with 18 m
draft capability.

NBA Security

Strengthening India’s Toy Ecosystem -

o Index of Services Production (ISP)

Technical Advisory Committee
report on ISP released.

e ISP will measure growth in
India’s services sector.

PIB Backgrounder

e Toy Biz 2026 highlights India's
toy industry potential.

e Supports MSMEs, artisans,

Similar role to Index of
Industrial Production (IIP).

Needed as services dominate
India’s GDP.

Helps in policy making, business

High-frequency indicator |
Supports quarterly
estimates | Better policy
& economic tracking

Services Sector, National
Accounts, ISP, GDP
Measurement, High-
Frequency Data

e Can handle Capesize vessels &

large coal carriers.

& trade efficiency.

e Supports Sagarmala & port-led

development.

East Coast | Corporate
Major Port | Capesize
Vessels | Sagarmala
Project

Boosts maritime competitiveness

Other Important One-Liners

Sagarmala, Maritime
Infrastructure, Port-led
Development, Trade
Competitiveness

Gl products & manufacturing.
e National Action Plan for Toys

promotes local manufacturing.
e Quality Control Orders ensure

safety & global standards.

e Boosts exports, employment &

MSME-driven | Quality
Standards | Exports |
Local Manufacturing
Promotion

cycle tracking & forecasting. e Enhances export capacity from creative economy.
e Improves national accounts & SERV|CES GROWTH east coast. ° AllgMd with Atmanirbhar Bharat
high-frequency indicators. e Located in Tamil Nadu on & Make in India.
east coast.
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Economy

-~
\\ hy" Durand Cup 2025 Kapas Kranti mission India & Rwanda to expand Mission 70 Lakh Plantation y Youth Parliament
; : trophy unveiled for cotton productivity ’ bilateral defence x Campaign launched EE Competition 2024-25
| - | ' briefed to V-P. partnership. nationwide. winners announced.
\ J




MODERN INDIA HISTORY

. INTRODUCTION:

WHEN, WHERE
AND HOW

AND
REFORMS

o FROM TRADE
TO TERRITORY

COLONIALISM AND
® THE COUNTRYSIDE

INDIAN NATIONA
® MOVEMENT AND
MAHATMA
GANDHI’S
CONTRIBUTION

EDUCATING
® THE NATION

ADBC

1235456

FRAMING THE
® CONSTITUTION




1. STONE AGE

INDUS VALLEY
o CIVILISATION

2

3, VEDICAGE &

JAINISM &
e BUDDHISM

AGE OF
° MAHAJANAPADAS

6. MAURYA'S AGE

POST-MAURYAN
o AGE

v A
f t ‘_'! .- >.
) /D\ 0
,'5/‘1%‘: ‘\
/";' ey | ‘, ”
S /_n N '}. ' ' \"'

- ”, o b: / / N :T ,'IV'\“
A £ DN 15) ‘
i Y A

N T |7 A H /s S

'I \.\ e 2 . :’
‘ v l" "\\‘ =¥\ 0
\ C TQ\. .r ...( ’,/’
>

POST GUPTA
e PERIOD

9

ANCIENT & MEDIEVAL HISTORY

8. GuPTA PERIOD

POST GUPTA
e PERIOD

< O ":’:: ay Y
(Y Ny
15‘ "' proagl “,
-~ = o
TN {5 et | o
P~ Ll"' SR ) Q. F 3
romy) GRad L TN PR
S EAY et AL { AR
7t g ,..»{*‘-' " I Y 4
N ) !
. "I ?‘;331"5', *g g0 29
A |l M
\?' | ! '.. h:‘l? N e %

'|2 INTRODUCTION TO

e MEDIEVAL HISTORY
By

IMPORTANT DYNASTIES

e IN THE EARLY MEDIEVAL
16, THE MUGHALS &

® 12" to 16" CENTURY
AND RISE OF REGIONAL (=5 .2

DELHI SULTANATE
-|7 DECLINE OF MUGHALS
® POWERS

BHAKTI AND




07 July 2026

¢ Language shapes meaning.

e "“Too + adjective” — negative / excessive.

e "“Very + adjective” — positive / appropriate.

, , o : e Important for precise communication in essays & interviews.
FROM THE ARCHIVES When you say that something is a

I< “Pandora’s box". it implies ﬂlat it is a ............................................................................ S O S e S SRS O e E O TR e O LTSNS e
nOw your source of complication, something that
E l. h will create many new and unexpected "l « "Pandora’s box" = source of many problems.
ng lS ~ problems. The idiom commonly used
these days is “open a Pandora’s box”. e Origin: Greek mythology (Zeus, Pandora, evils, only Hope remained).
S. Upendran  “The Finance Minister's reforms opened Mod 2 Bt imic
: - . o =

- . a Pandora’s box of industrial problems.” Siniusage: “openiaii-ancorasibox .
What is the difference between “The ; Th diff. ; . £ thi
mango is too sweet” and “The mango S N R . O e Different versions exist (Pandora vs Epimetheus).
is very sweet™? (P. Velayudham, - story. According to some scholars, it
ﬂ?hmﬁ:tamaltai) - _ ~ wasn’t Pandora who opened the box, but

e sentence has a negative : ; -

! When you say that the mango is ; her hus.band, Eplme’theus, who did. Very .
too sweet, it implies that the mango is so - convenient wouldn’t you say? Now men . ¢ Adam'’s ale = humorous term for water.
sweet that you have problems eating it. In ~can accuse women of being the cause of
other words, it is excessively sweet. - all their problems, and vice versa. e Many alcoholic drinks originally mean “water”.

Similarly, when you say, “The 5

candidate is too smart”, it has a negative g g . - <
connotation. Indirectly, you are implying ~ What is the meaning of Adam’s ale? * Whisky (.W“‘te' of life), eau-de-vie (water of life),
he is much too intelligent for the job and (M. A. Gopalkrishnan, Tirupati) vodka (little water).

you foresee problems dealing with him.
If, on the other hand, you say, “The
mango is very sweet”, you are paying a

“Adam’s ale” is a term humorously used
to refer to water. You could say, “Jack and

compliment. The degree of sweetness is Jill went up the hill to fetch a pail of : g :
just right; it is not excessive. Similarly, Adam’s ale!” e Language & idioms reflect culture, history & mythology.
when you say, “The candidate is very By the way, did you know that many :
intelligent”, it has a positive ring to it. You that many of the hard drinks that some of e Useful for Essay (cultural literacy) and
arecaying thatithe‘candidate thould be us are addicted to actually mean water? Interview (personality test).
hired because he’ll be good for the . y .
company. ~ The word “whisky”, for example, comes
from a Gaelic word meaning “water of ¢ Shows importance of etymology in understanding

What is the meaning and origin of life”. The French word “eau-de-vie” expressions.
“Pandora’s box”? (K. Veena, Chennai) meaning brandy also means “water of
Thillextiéesaln bas s oxiginain Grees 2 ' . - e ———
mythology. Zeus, the Ki !lslloflSG Soas life”. Al"’ny idea \;vhat the Rt‘x‘s'slan drmk"'
fed up with mankind. In order to teach “vodka” means? It means “little water”! Il ¢ Helps in Comprehension, Vocabulary & Precis Writing.
them a lesson, Zeus created a woman - If your boss or your father ever asks you
Pandora. The King of Gods then asked all whether you drink, you can look him e Enhances ability to use idioms in a meaningful context.
the other gods to shower gifts on her; gifts e in d “Ih litt]
which would bring about the downfall of straight in the eye and say, “Thave a litte Abisis s o S s o
man! (By the way, that's how Pandora got water once in a while!” o s depth to answers in aper |l (Culture)
her name; “pan” in Greek means “all” and Essay Paper.
“dora” means “gifts".) The gifts given by
the gods were put in a beautiful box, and Published in The Hindu on March 6, 2001 s N
Zeus presented it to Pandora warning her ' ® UPSC Prelims Relevance: Idioms, vocabulary, etymology.
never to open it. If somebody gave you a
beautiful box loaded with gifts and said ® Mains Relevance: Essay, Ethics (communication),
don’t ever open it, what would you do? GS Il (Indian culture - language).

Well, Pandora did the same thing. She
opened it and saw to her horror all the » e Exam Utility: Enriches answers with examples,
evils of this world escape. According to quotes & cultural references.
the story only “Hope"” remained. You may
ask, if the box contained all the bad things e Takeaway: Master idioms + origins — better expression
that the gods could think of, why was + higher scoring.
Hope inside? Ask Zeus!




In India, voting cannot remain merely a statutory right

ccently, a Congress leader revived an
old constitutional debate by
demanding that voting should be
recognised as a fundamental right.
first sight, the demand appears unexceptionable.
In a democracy, what could be more

S.Y. Quraishi
fundamental than a citizen's right to choose those : .
who govern? Yet, for more than seven decades, L i
. . Commissioner of India
the Supreme Court of India has consistently held . =
that the right to vote is not a fundamental right Wonder: The Making
but merely a statutory right. of the Great

This judicial position, though well established,
has become increasingly difficult to reconcile
with the Court’s own evolving jurisprudence. Ina
series of landmark decisions, the Court has
gradually transformed the voter from a passive
statutory creature into an active constitutional
actor.

The result is a curious paradox: while the act
of voting itself continues to be described as
statutory, many of its essential facets have already
acquired constitutional protection.

Indian Election’

The traditional position dates back to N.P.
Ponnuswami vs Returning Officer (1952), where the
Court held that the right to vote and the right to
contest elections are not common law rights but
rights created by statute. The principle was
reaffirmed in Jyoti Basu & Others vs Debi Ghosal &
Others (1982), where Justice O. Chinnappa Reddy
observed that the right to elect, “fundamental
though it is to democracy”, is neither a fundame
ral right nor a common law right, but “purely
a staucory rightt.

A Consitution Bench reiterated this position
in Kuldip Noyar vs Union of India (2006), holding
that while democracy forins ms part of the basic
structure of the Constiiution, the individual right
to vote flows from legislation, principlaly the
Representation of the People Acts.

The logic behind this approach is understandable.
The Constitution does not expressly enumerate
the right to vote among the fundamental rights
tined In Part 2 LU Mherefore, enjoys consseraole
latitude in prescribing qualificatints,
ti. disqualifications and procedures governing
elections.

However, the story does not end there.

Constitutionalising the poll process
Beginning in the early years of this century, the
Court embarked upon a process of
constitutionalising the electoral process. In
Union of India vs Association for Democratic Reforms
(2002), the Court held that voters have a right to

know the criminal antecedents, educational The right not to

qualifica.tiom and financial assets <.>f canflidates. vote enjoys
w’l;hns ng:t \:as located slqv:nanely 1;\ eﬂ;rtdncle f constitutional
(1)(a), the undam' ental right to freedom o protection;
speech and expression. Lodcad
The Court reasoned that meaningful PRI,
the right to

participation in democracy is impossible unless

voters are adequately informed. vote does not

A year later, in People’s Union of Civil Liberties
vs Union of India (2003), the Court drew an
important distinction. While reiterating that the
right to vote is statutory, it held that the freedom
of voting - that is, the freedom to make an
informed choice - is a fundamental right
protected by Article 19(1)(a).

The most intriguing development came in the
2013 NOTA judgment. Recognising the option of
“None of the Above”, the Court held that a
decision to reject all candidates is a form of
political expression protected by Article 19(1)(a).
The Court further held that secrecy of the ballot
must extend even to those who choose not to
vote for any candidate.

This produces an extraordinary constitutional
anomaly. The Court has effectively held that the
right to know is fundamental, the freedom to
make an informed choice is fundamental, the
secrecy of the ballot is fundamental, and even the
right to reject all candidates is constitutionally
protected. Yet, the act of voting itself continues to
be treated as a mere statutory entitlement.

One is tempted to ask: if the Constitution
protects the right to reject all candidates, why
does it not protect the right to choose one?

Recent constitutional jurisprudence also points
in this direction. In Anoop Baranwal vs Union of
India (2023), Justice Ajay Rastogi, in his separate
opinion, expressly favoured recognising voting
a fundamental right. Although this view did not
command a majonty, the Cronftmimee Bumdh rapaety?
to voting as a constiutional right rather than meter
merely a stzszdory one. This marks an important.
pedtit shift in juticial understanding.

The Court may not yet have elevated voting to
the status of a fundamental right, but it has u-
undoubtedly moved beyond the narrow statutory
conception that dominated earlier decisions.

The anomaly becomes even more striking
when viewed through the prism of the basic
structure doctrine. Since Kesavananda Bharati vs
State of Kerala (1973), the Court has repeatedly
held that democracy forms part of the
Constitution’s basic structure.

Gandhi vs Strf Rej Narain & Anr. (1975), the Court
underscored that free and fair elections are an
essential feature of democracy. Subsequent
decisions have consistently reaffirmed this
principle.

Democracy begins with votes

But democracy does not exist in the abstract. It
operates through elections, and elections derive
their legitimacy from the participation of citizens
through the ballot. The vote is the very
instrument through which popular sovereignty

is evercised. It is through the vote that “We, the
People™ periodically renew the legitimacy of the
state and hold governments accountable.

basic structure, and if free and fair elections are
indispensable to democracy, it is difficult to
explain why the citizen's right to vote should
remain outside the constitutional core. To say
that democracy is basic to the Constitution while
the citizen’s vote is merely a statutory right
appears incongruous. A democracy without
voters is inconceivable.

This does not necessarily mean that every
aspect of voting should be elevated into an
absolute fundamental right immune from
regulation. Parliament must continue to presc: be
qualifications, disqualifications and procedures
necessary for the conduct of elections.

Age requirements, electoral rolls, residency
conditions, disqualifications for corrupt practices
and other regulatory provisions are indispensable
for orderly elections.

What requires constitutional recognition is not
every procedural detail but the core right of every
eligible citizen to participate in the democratic
process.

This becomes particularly evident when one
examines Article 326 of the Constitution. The
Article mandates that elections to the Lok Sabha
and State Legislative Assemblies shall be based on
universal adult suffrage. Every citizen above the
age af 18 is can eiector, fusject oy to naarrovly
naarowly defined disqualifications.

The source of this entitiement is nat legixlata
legeildire bt the Constiiution itself. The Representds
ttn of the People Acts merely operationalise that

Thus, while the mechanics of voting may be
statutory. the dtizen’s entitlement to be a voter
flows directly from the Constitution. Exclusion
from the electoral roll, except in accordance with
constitutionally permissible limitations,
therefore, strikes at a constitutional guarantee.

A matter for the Court to revisit

The distinction between statutory and
constitutional rights may have served a useful
purpose in the early years of the Republic, when
electoral jurisprudence was still in its infancy.
But the Court’s own decisions have steadlly
blurred that distinction by progressively
constitutionalising various facets of voting.

Perhaps the time has come for the Court to
revisit an old doctrine. In a Constitution where
democracy and free and fair elections constitute
the basic structure, the citizen’s vote cannot
remain a constitutional orphan. The ballot is
not merely a stautury privilege conferred by
Parliament. It is the instrument through which
popular sovereignty is expressed and the Repub
fnpericidically renews its democatcy.

After all, if the Constitution protects the right
to reject every candidate, it can scarcely deny
protection to the right to choose oject.
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Core Argument

Voting in India should not remain merely a
statutory right; it deserves constitutional
recognition.

Current Position

SC has consistently held voting is a
statutory right under election laws.

Judicial Evolution

SC has constitutionalised key aspects:
right to know, informed choice, secrecy,
& right to reject (NOTA).

Key Judgments

ADR (2002): Right to know candidates’
details - Art. 19(1)(a).

PUCL (2003): Freedom of voting -
Art. 19(1)(a).

NOTA (2013): Right to reject -
Art. 19(1)(a).

An. Baranwal (2023): Voting as
fundamental right (separate opinion).

Constitutional Basis
Article 326 — Universal Adult Suffrage.

Entitlement to be a voter flows from
Constitution, not legislation.

Why Revisit?
Democracy & free elections are part of
Basic Structure (Kesavananda, 1973).

The right to choose and be chosen
should get constitutional status.

Implications

Stronger protection of democratic
participation,

Exclusion from electoral roll must be
strictly constitutionally justified.

UPSC Mains Linkage

GS Il - Polity: Democracy, Constitutional
Rights, Judiciary

GS IV - Ethics: Political equality,
Citizenship responsibility

Key Takeaway

Democracy begins with votes; the
Constitution must protect the right to
choose, not just the right to reject.

Related Articles & Concepts

Art. 19(1)(a), 326 « Basic Structure
Doctrine * Electoral Reforms
Representation of People Act

Political Equality * Free & Fair Elections
Delimitation « Electoral Roll Purification



- Will El Nino weaken India’s economy?

How could a weak monsoon affect farm output, inflation and ecooomic growth? Why does El Nifio remain a major risk for India’s economy? How have past El
Nifio years affected agriculture and inflation? Is India’s irrigation and water storage system prepared for another weak monsoon?

ECONOMIC NOTES
V. Nivedita

The story so far:
fter the first month of this
year's monsoon ended in a
massive 40% deficit, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) has forecast that rainfall in July will
also be “below normal” or less than 94%
of what is usual for the month.
“Below-normal rainfall can pose
significant challenges for agriculture,
water resources, hydropower generation,
ecosystem sustainability, and drinking
water availability,” the agency warned.
The outlook for July comes on the back of
weak rainfall in June. This comes weeks
after Union Agriculture Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan sounded the alarm,
warning about the impact of a potential
‘super’ El Nifio.

How could a poor monsoon damage
India's economy?

A poor monsoon can damage the
economy in three ways: it affects
agricultural output, reducing the sector's
contribution to the economy; it hits rural
income, denting aggregate demand; and
it threatens to push up food prices,
causing inflation.

India came into this kharif season from
a position of strength - foodgrain output
in 2024-25 jumped to 357.73 million
metric tonnes, up 25.43 MMT from the
previous year. A weak monsoon now puts
that momentum at risk.

In a report, CRISIL notes that while
paddy acreage is expected to expand in
Punjab, Haryana and Bihar, maize acreage
is expected to decline as farmers shift
towards more remunerative crops.
Farmers might also prefer pulses because
of lower cultivation costs and water
requirements, and may choose not to
plant vegetables at all. Irrigation, MSP,
procurement support and market
conditions also factor in the
decision-making process.

This could trigger food and beverage
inflation in its June bulletin the Reserve
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Several of India’s worst droughts fell in El Nifio years — 1972, 1982, 2009, and 2015. FLE PHOTO

Bank of India warned: "An adverse
south-west monsoon, if materialised, may
weigh on the domestic growth-inflation
outlook.”

The report noted that daily price data
up to June 18 showed food inflation
continued to rise and the prices of edible
oils, potatoes, onions and tomatoes edged
up. A weak monsoon will only push them
higher.

Agriculture accounts for only one-fifth
of India's Gross Value Added (GVA) but
employs 46% of the workforce and
supports nearly 55% of the population. “It
will have a direct impact on the lives of
people,” said Prof. R. Ramakumar, School
of Development Studies, Tata Institute of
Social Sciences.

Prof. Bharat Ramaswami, Department
of Economics, Ashoka University, believes
farm incomes could fall by up to 10%.
“The rural non-farm sector consists
mostly of non-traded services such as
construction. These sectors contract
when agriculture is adversely affected.
Industries that depend on rural demand
will be affected,” he said.

This stress moves into the wider
economy. Automobile sales are a reliable
early signal; two-wheelers and tractors
are among the first sectors to feel the
squeeze, followed by real estate in smaller
towns and cities. Kotak Mutual Fund, in a
blog, has noted that a combined El Nifio
plus-drought scenario may shave 20-65
basis points off GDP growth.

Compounding the pressure are pests
and fertilizer supply constraints caused by
the Iran war.

The Union Cabinet approved a 241,533
crore Nutrient-Based Subsidy for
Phosphatic and Potassic fertilisers for the
kharif season, covering 28 grades. If
output still falls short, the government
will have to release buffer stocks and
import commodities, widening the
Current Account Deficit and putting
pressure on the rupee.

India’s agri-exports face a threat too.

“Agriculture exports have clocked a CAGR
of 8.2% between fiscals 2020 and 2025,
contributing 12% to India’s core exports,”
said Dipti Deshpande, Principal
Economist, CRISIL.

How did EI Nifio impact the
economy?

Several of India’s worst droughts fell in El
Nifio years — 1972, 1982, 2009, and 2015.
“In the 11 instances of below-normal or
deficient monsoon performance at an
all-India level since 2000, six were
classified as El Nifio years by the IMD. Of
these, five saw deficient rainfall,” Ms.
Deshpande said.

The 2009 and 2015 failures illustrate
the different impact poor monsoons can
have on the economy.

years of rainfall stress and all-India
average irrigation cover less than 45%,
caused agriculture output to suffer - crop
GVA contracted 2.5% and 3.2% in fiscals
2009 and 2010, respectively. Inflation was
in double digits,” she said.

El Nifio conditions moved from weak
to strong in 2014 and 2015, and both years

saw monsoon disruptions. Crop GVA
contracted, but the impact on inflation

was different.

Unlike 2009, when food inflation
spiked, inflation was rather muted in 2015
due to proactive food management,
restrained MSP hikes, and a global
commodity price slump, which kept
inflation muted despite the monsoon
failure, Ms. Deshpande noted.

Can India ‘drought-proof’ the
economy?

Mr. Chouhan's presser raised an
important data point: 315 districts are
vulnerable to a poor monsoon, of which
111 across 12 States are of primary concern
due to poor irrigation facilities.

On July 2, storage levels across the 166
reservoirs monitored by the Central
Water Commission stood at 47.725 BCM,
against 78.077 BCM in the corresponding
period last year, and below the normal
storage of 48.402 BCM for this time of
year. While the system can provide water
to meet requirements, a poor monsoon
could strain it.

“A second successive bad weather will
be more damaging,” Prof. Ramaswami
said, adding that irrigation is crucial in
adapting to water stress due to climate

change.

India needs to ‘drought-proof’ its
economy, said Prof. Ramakumar. He said
the country must move from crop
insurance to ex-ante risk reduction. “We
need to pay attention to policies and
interventions that reduce risk itself. That
requires public investment, and that’s
lacking,” he said. He added that India
needs enough drought-resistant,
high-vielding crops, and that farmers
must have access to them. “We have not
invested adequately in any of these, and
hence our disaster preparedness is very
poor,” he said.
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Weak monsoon impacts agriculture, rural
income, inflation & GDP growth.

Food inflation rising: oils, potatoes,
onions, tomatoes.

...........................................................................

Agriculture = 20% of GVA but employs
46% workforce, supports 55% population.

Weak monsoon — lower farm incomes
(up to 10%) & weak rural demand.

El Nifio + drought scenario may reduce
GDP growth by 20-65 bps.

Pests & fertilizer supply constraints add
pressure.

Cabinet approved ¥41,533 cr Nutrient-
Based Subsidy for P & K fertilisers.

Low output = buffer stock release,
imports = higher CAD & rupee pressure.

Past worst droughts: 1972, 1982, 2009,
2015.

6 of 11 below-normal monsoon years
since 2000 were El Nifo years.

2014-15: inflation muted due to food
management, low MSP hike & global
commodity slump.

Water storage (2 July): 47.725 BCM
(normal 48.402 BCM).

315 vulnerable districts; 111 districts in
12 States highly vulnerable.

Need irrigation, drought-resistant crops,
ex-ante risk reduction.
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El Nifio: Warm phase of ENSO; suppresses
monsoon.

IMD: Issues monsoon forecast.

NBS: Nutrient-Based Subsidy (P & K
fertilisers).

MSP: Minimum Support Price.

CAD: Current Account Deficit.

GVA: Gross Value Added.

CWC: Central Water Commission,
ENSO: El Nifio-Southern Oscillation.
Drought-proofing: Build resilience before
drought.
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Falling behind
Urbanisation in Mumbai is evolving
faster than its infrastructure upgrades

he southwest monsoon has been highly
T active over western India, with south-

westerly winds loaded with moisture
uiccsoping vvelr e Weslern Ghats and delivering
intense rains along the Konkan coast, while other
weather systems offshore are routing more mois-
ture over Mumbai and the surrounding areas. In
urban areas in general, rainfall intensity matters
more than volume. Mumbai itself can generally
absorb moderate rainfall over several hours; how-
ever, its drainage - like in many Indian cities -
cannot handle several hundred millimetres in
short bursts. Heavy rainfall also overwhelmed
river catchments in parts of Maharashtra, includ-
ing around Nashik, while high tides reduced the
efficiency of Mumbai’s stormwater drainage,
worsening flooding in the city. Mumbai-Pune rail
services were suspended after landslides in the
Bhor Ghat and flights were affected. The closures
of the Mumbai-Pune expressway and the Mum-
bai-Goa highway and significant flooding on the
Mumbai-Ahmedabad expressway were disrup-
tive, speaking to the increasing erraticity of mon-
soon rainfall, the vulnerabilities associated with
linear infrastructure projects, and the ease with
which the effects of natural disasters are com-
pounded by cascading failures. A chawl collapse
in Mankhurd took the lives of five children.

Mumbai lies on a peninsula built mostly on re-
claimed land, former marshes, tidal flats, and
low-lying coastal areas, creating the characteris-
tic risk of higher flooding when rainfall coincides
with high tide. It is compounded by decades of
haphazard urbanisation that has encouraged wa-
ter to run-off rather than be absorbed by the
ground, forcing drains to handle more water than
their design limits. After the July 2005 floods,
when it received 944 mm in 24 hours, Mumbai
launched the BRIMSTOWAD project and wi-
dened drains, installed pumping stations, and
undertook premonsoon de-silting. Many of these
works remain incomplete while some completed
upgrades are based on assumptions about the
monsoon that climate change has since under-
mined. Officials have also argued that pre-mon-
soon desilting helped reduce flooding in parts of
Mumbai, but water on the Mumbai-Ahmedabad
expressway, the chawl collapse, deadly tree falls
in Kurla and Aarey, lack of redundancies in pu-
blic transport, and the BMC’s belated advisory to
builders to halt hazardous construction all sug-
gest a governance lapse. Mumbai's accountability
also remains split across the BMC for local drain-
age and roads, the IMD for forecasting, the NDRE,
two Railway zones, the State government, and
highway authorities. Overall, the city has im-
proved at shutting down to save lives and mini-
n}i‘sing ‘the death toll - but as climate change and

[ —i . ]
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Drainage capacity is inadequate: Mumbai can absorb
moderate rainfall but fails during short, intense bursts.

High tide + heavy rain reduces stormwater drainage efficiency.

Infrastructure vulnerability: Landslides disrupted
Mumbai-Pune rail; flights affected.

Expressways (Mumbai-Pune, Mumbai-Goa, Mumbai-
Ahmedabad) flooded; cascading failures.

Human cost: Chawl collapse in Mankhurd—5 children died.

Urban flooding impacts the most vulnerable sections.

Geographical vulnerability: Mumbai is on reclaimed land,
marshes and tidal flats.

Low-lying coastal city = high flood risk when rainfall
coincides with high tide.

Urbanisation impact: Haphazard urbanisation increases
runoff, reduces groundwater absorption.

Drains designed for less water; exceed design limits.

Post-2005 measures insufficient: BRIMSTOWAD project,
widened drains, pumping stations, pre-monsoon
de-silting undertaken.

Many works incomplete; assumptions outdated due to
climate change.

Governance lapses: Delayed advisories, lack of redundancies
in public transport, hazardous construction allowed.

Need proactive disaster risk reduction, not reactive response.

Fragmented accountability: Multiple agencies—BMC, IMD,
NDREF, Railways, State Govt., highway authorities.

Siloed responsibilities weaken coordination and accountability.

|

UPSC Prelims Pointers
BRIMSTOWAD e« Urban Flooding * High Tide Effect
IMD « NDRF « Cascading Failures ¢ Disaster Mgmt

GS Mains Linkages
GS Il - Disaster Management « Urbanisation ¢ Climate Change
Infrastructure Resilience * Governance ¢ Sustainability

Key Takeaway
Climate change + unplanned urbanisation + weak governance
= rising urban flood risk. Build resilient, accountable, future-ready cities.
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1. FALLING BEHIND
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Ramfall UI L &
Urban Infrastructure
Flooding Gaps

* Heavy rain + high tides caused flooding.
¢ Mumbai, Nashik & parts of Maharashtra hit.
» Transport, rail, highways disrupted.

» Geography + unplanned urbanisation
increase vulnerability.

* Many drainage projects incomplete.

» Fragmented governance weakens response.

Urban Flooding « BRIMSTOWAD « IMD
GS Il « Disaster Mgmt « Urbanisation
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2. BAD FOR BOTH

Russia

i No Military

Path to Victory
v

Ceasefire &
Negotiations

» Both sides suffering heavy military losses.

Ukraine

» Ukraine hits Russia with drone attacks.

* Russia controls over 20% Ukrainian territory.
« Economic costs rising for both sides.

» Neither side can achieve full objectives.

» Ceasefire + negotiations with concessions.

Russia—Ukraine « Ceasefire « NATO
GS Il + IR « Conflict Resolution

3. VOTING AS FUNDAMENTAL
RIGHT

Statutory Democratic Fundamental

» SC: Right to vote is a statutory right.

» Voting enables citizens to choose
their government.

» Judicial trends expand constitutional rights.

» Democracy & participation are core values.

» Time to reconsider existing doctrine.

» Strengthen political equality & citizenship.

Article 326 « Art. 21 « RPA, 1950 & 1951
GS Il « Polity « Democracy « Rights

4. Al & VOICE FOR
GLOBAL SOUTH

(_Developed Countries |
Dominate )

\

( I
| Different Dev. Priorities |

Al

Governance

" Inclusive Global |
Framework Needed J

Al rules shaped by advanced economies.

Dev. countries have different priorities.
India can voice Global South concerns.

Focus: inclusion, diversity, equitable access.

India’s DPI & Al ecosystem give leverage.
Al governance must be inclusive.

Al Governance + Digital Public Infra

GS lll « Science & Tech * Global Governance

7. EL NINO & INDIA’S
ECONOMY

o~ e ~ gl

El Nifo Agriculture Inflation &
Weak Monsoon Impact Growth Slowdown

* Weak monsoon cuts kharif production.
* Rural incomes fall; food inflation may rise.
» GDP growth may slow; exports affected.

» Fertiliser pressure; ¥41,533 cr subsidy
approved.

« 315 vulnerable districts; irrigation concern.
* Need proactive drought risk reduction.

El Nifio « ENSO « IMD « NBS
GS Il « Economy « Agriculture « Climate
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9. RIGHT TO WALK &
MODERNITY

» Walking is universal & essential mobility.
« Cities prioritise vehicles over pedestrians.
* Poor footpaths unsafe & inaccessible.

» Walkability boosts health & environment.
* Benefits children, elderly & PwDs.

» Walking is an essential public right.

l
Walkability « Urban Planning « Sustainability
GS Il « Urbanisation + GS Il « Governance |

8 BAR ASSOCIATIONS &
RIGHT TO DEFENCE

Right to Fair Legal
{Tﬁal (Art. 21)]" m "[Repcmmuon]

» Every accused entitled to fair trial.

* Legal representation is a fundamental

component.

 Collective refusal by Bar is illegal.
* Lawyer's role # endorsement of crime.
» SC: Professional independence essential.

* Ensures rule of law & natural justice.

Article 21 « Advocates Act, 1961
GS Il « Polity « Judiciary « Ethics

6. QUESTIONS AROUND
QUAD’S FUTURE
=

India

r——

Australia

N —

Japan

QUICK NEWS

B Modi begins three-nation visit with Indonesia
Focus on strategic partnership, Indo-Pacific
cooperation & connectivity.

B Jaishankar to lead India's UNSC campaign

India intensifies outreach for non-permanent
UNSC seat.

B Mandatory yoga course for seafarers
Yoga-based wellness programme launched
to reduce stress.

B BRICS calls for stronger anti-drug cooperation
Heads of Anti-Drug Agencies meet in
Guwahati; focus on intelligence sharing.

B Diamond jewellery in Vikram-1 payloads
India’s private orbital rocket to carry
commercial payloads.

B Oil markets absorb Iran supply loss
Inventories depleted; future price risks
remain.

B NATO push to raise defence spending

Higher military budgets strain European
members’ finances.

B East African women adapt to oceans
Coastal communities diversify livelihoods
amid climate stress.

B China test-fires ‘strategic’ missile in Pacific
Test raises regional security concerns
in Indo-Pacific.

B India’s gig workers demand social security

Platform workers seek recognition &
welfare protections.

USA
- e L
« US shifts focus; Indo-Pacific command
renamed Pacific Command.

» NSS 2025 gives Quad a brief mention.
* Critics: avoids naming China; not security blc.
» 37 areas of cooperation; 23 security-linked. l

* Practical cooperation strengthening Quad.

Quad + Indo-Pacific « Maritime Security |
GSIl+IR- Securtty » Multilateralism

9 E-RICKSHAW BATTERY
CYBER RISKS
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Lithium-ion Bluetooth
Battery BMS

BMS monitors battery via Bluetooth.
» Hacks can bypass safety controls.
» Risks: damage, fire, performance issues.

» Weak cybersecurity enables attacks.
* Need secure firmware, auth, encryption.

» Cybersecurity vital for EV ecosystem.

BMS « Bluetooth « Cybersecurity
GS Il « Science & Tech « EV Ecosystem

| PRELIM FACTS

-

Article 326: Elections to Lok Sabha &
State Assemblies.

B BRIMSTOWAD: Mumbai's storm-water
drainage project.

B El Nifo: Warm phase of ENSO.

B Nutrient-Based Subsidy (NBS): Fertiliser

subsidy for N, P, K.

Battery Management System (BMS):

Monitors battery health & safety.

Right to Fair Trial: Part of Article 21.

RPA, 1950 & 1951: Govern elections.

Quad: India, USA, Japan, Australia.

UNSC: 5 permanent + 10 non-permanent
members.

VOCABULARY |

B Accommodative — Willing to make
adjustments for harmony.

B Resilience — Ability to recover quickly
from difficulties.

B Inclusivity — Ensuring participation of
all sections.

B Interoperability — Ability of systems
to work together.

B Volatility — Likelihood of rapid and
unpredictable change.




