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LokOS - A Digital Backbone

p
Next Phase of UDAN - India-Israel Bilateral 9
for Rural Livelihoods

Viksit UDAN Investment Agreement (BIA)

* PM launched Viksit UDAN * India-Israel BIA comes A * Digital platform for rural
to expand regional air into force. .; livelihood ecosystem.
PO g * Provides stable & - _. * Strengthens SHG

* Connect 100 additional predictable investment 7 Teas N management.
aerodromes in remote framework. / \ o EnaBlasvealitlivia
& underserved - g

< Bol:;ts ::Jrism atrrea ?e * Protects investors & ,A \-. monitoring & reporting.

» ' . |
medical access & jobs. ensures dispute o i ) » Enhances transparency
i Sertiament. N & accountabili

¢ Improves last-mile Real-time Digital ty.
connectivity * Expected to boost Monitori :

. 4 onitoring . Management e Supports financial

¢ Supports balanced WO Wy SveesmanSS: N N inclusion & rural
regional development. * Replaces earlier \i /i.lll 4 entrepreneurship.

"Ll S investment arrangement. '\l L %
) vr? iﬁ;?,egt : de.r * Strengthens economic Data-driven P NPT TS,
iabi ap Funding. U
partnership. Decisions development schemes.

Value Addition Launched: 2016 | Ministry: Civil Aviation
Operator: AAl & State Governments

Supports: DAY-NRLM, SHG Digitisation,
Digital Governance, Financial Inclusion

LokOS, DAY-NRLM, SHGs, Rural
Entrepreneurship, Digital Platform

o Cooperation areas: Agriculture, Water,
Value Additi 8
- . Defence, Cyber, Innovation, Start-ups

Regional Connectivity, VGF, Aspirational
Districts, Infrastructure

BIA, FDI, Investment Protection,
International Economic Relations

-

N
.

(

Development Projects Worth
¥1.06 Lakh Crore in Rajasthan

« PM inaugurated projects * Modern testing facilities

Modern Testing Facilities for
Toy Manufacturing Clusters

India’s Liver Epidemic &
Metabolic Diseases

* Rising liver diseases linked

worth around 21.06 lakh for toy clusters across to diabetes, obesity &
crore in Balotra. India. lifestyle changes.

. Spans petrgleym, roads, * Improve quality & ensure » Part of larger metabolic
railways, aviation, power product safety. disease burden.

& water sectors.

* Includes Pachpadra
Refinery-cum-
Petrochemical Complex
(9 MMTPA).

« Strengthens energy
security & industry.

* Help meet international
standards.

e Support MSMEs &
increase exports.

* Reduce import

* Early diagnosis &
prevention essential.

¢ Mission-mode public
awareness needed.

¢ Multi-sectoral approach

+ Generates employment ) — gkl : : for control.
& supports regional * Promote Make in India « Strengthen healthcare
growth. & local manufacturing. infrastructure.
* Enhances infrastructure
& connectivity.
Ay el Pachpadra Complex: 9 MMTPA Capacity, Value Addition BEasiiil wi.th: National Toy Action Plan, TRy proome  Relevant Programmes: NPCDCS, Ayushman
India’s First Greenfield Integrated Refinery ZED, Quality Infrastructure, MSME Support Bharat, Health & Wellness Centres
& Petrochemical Complex
Kevword Infrastructure, Energy Security, Refinery, Toy Industry, Quality, Exports, MSMEs, Metabolic Diseases, NCDs, Liver Health,
% o sbig Industrial Development, Rajasthan B ik el Make in India, Standards A b Public Health, Lifestyle Diseases
{ ) r Y[
National Action Plan for Drug Demand Zero Tolerance Policy e-Jagriti - Digital Consumer
| Reduction (NAPDDR) Against Terrorism Complaint System
* Implemented under Nasha ¢ 23 more individuals declared * Digitises entire lifecycle of
Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan. terrorists under law. consumer complaints.
* Focus on awareness, * Strengthens counter-terror * End-to-end online case
f:l::::gt';?\& | TOEEERIX?‘ CE framework. management.
* Builds capacity of service . I:m Cttlivmm's'ee;nvolved - * Improves transparency.
providers. y * Faster grievance
* Encourages community ° :ar:ivent'we approach to redressal.
partcipation. o securlty. * Better monitoring &
. :ielps reduce demand * Deters terrorist networks. decision-making.
or drugs. .
* Supports healthy & e P:ol:'ie:t:a:t\;ewlgnty & * Strengthens consumer
| : I pro;u;tive society. — P 2 protection.
e Ministry: Social Justice mpowerment Law: Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Aligned with: Consumer Protection Act,
| Adasskll Component of Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan Mttt Act, 1967 (UAPA) Madassisil 2019 & Digital Governance
Drug Demand Reduction, De-addiction, Keywords Terrorism, UAPA, National Security, Consumer Protection, E-governance,
| Rehabilitation, Social Justice )| - Counter-terror, Preventive Action )\ Grievance Redressal, Digital Services
Other Important One-Liners
i PM paid tribute to ‘ PM congratulated Keiko - PM's < hatiBilots : NSTI (Women), Noida A = PM shared article on
|‘ ) Swami Vivekananda - Fujimori on her victory in . @ inaugulr:aitiion of development : g opens admissions for = e-Jagriti digitising
on his Nirvana Day. : == the Peru election. : projects. x NCVET CTS courses. consumer complaints.
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Basilica of Bom Jesus
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2GO A -

PEARL OF THE ORIENT « HERITAGE +« NATURE « HOSPITALITY

\ T e
W 2. LOCATION & MAP MW 3. HISTORY & HERITAGE Jps=
i 4 MAHARASHTRA ient Hi -
)  Formation 30 May 1987 LOCATION A g, R 0 i
(37* State of India) . off ‘ Lied by /2o . e nas., D
@ . : * Western coast of India < o, & Kadambas & Vijayanagara Empire. ! ltl ” I8
Official Language Konkani along the Arabian Sea. \ : " :

e : \ 7 Q Medieval History || IR

®  StateAnimal Gaur * Bounded by Maharashtra V7 « Part of Bahmani & Adil Shahi Sultanates. =
A State Bird Flame-throated Bulbul (North) & Karnataka (East y. NORTH GOA ) Se Cathedral

State Flower Frangipani | - J/ o KARNATAKA * Captured by Afonso de Albuquerque
% StateTree Coconut Palm * Part of Konkan Coast. Nc N, ' in 1510.
§#t  Population (2011) 14.58 Lakh* R s *“w ? | Modern History
b o 201 ' Panaji | A | o L3 A RTATn.

A (*Census 2011) \ MAJOR RIVERS \ P Luberat.ed on 19 Dec 1961 through g AU AR ' ‘
Area 3,702 sq. km ‘ : \ Q\ SpeTRn ey Fort Aquada
EA Literacy Rate 88.70%* (2011) g Mo b fli] Formation 3
= ——— " e Zuari GOA E * Became a Union Territory in 1962.

IMPORTANT FACTS 1 o Terekhol - /% PHYSIOGRAPHY * Granted Statehcod on 30 May 1987. "i’ ~
% Smallest State of India by area. —.\\»1 . o Coastal Plains A - -
% Liberated from Portuguese rule in 1961 * Chapora .. ),f‘) on . @ UNESCO Heritage &,
|| through Operation Vijay. $sd ARABIAN SEA W (Y W * Churches and Convents of Goa e
% Famous for beaches, churches, B * River Valleys (Old Goa) ~ 1986.
cashew & tourism. * Estuaries Reis Magos Fort
\ ——— 7 i PPN
s gL 4. ECONOMY i N\ [ 5. AGRICULTURE 6. CULTURE & TRADITION
;k Major Industries - rﬁ.‘ Major Crops - Folk Dances
* Tourism, Mining, Fisheries, . * Rice, Ragi, Maize, ¢ Fugdi, Dekhni,
Pharmacucticals, [T, Pulses Corridinho, Dhalo
Shtpbuldmg, Food meﬂﬂg . COCOﬂm. C‘s}w' Folk Mus-c
Mi i
& : '::‘:l& iz Arecanut, Sugarcane Aot v
Mosimass. % Horticulture Fado (Portuguese influence) A
Infrastruct © * Mango, Banana, Art Forms ’ -
nfrastructure Pi ; * Wood Carving, Azulejo Ti &
@ ¢ Good road network, Kol“uﬂp,p‘" e Bras.wvar: ::»gmfyu'qo e ‘ ] AP
Konkan Railway, . ‘\ IA\‘
Inland waterwa 8% Livestock Handicrafts = o ‘
g A ys e | i, A . LB.\mboow f:‘f (i:c‘mSholCnﬁ. Azulejo Tiles
% . g . 2Ce VWork, Lea r Goods
W Mormugao Port — Major Poultry Languages
natural port of India % Fisheries @ o Konkani (Official), Marathi,
Airports. : ¢ Marine fisheries are 2 English, Hindi
é ¢ Dabolim Airport (GOI) major contributor Cuitural Practices

Manohar International Airport

[ Key Fact: Tourism contributes ~ 16% to , Goa's GSOP
and is the backbone of its economy.

7. FESTIVALS

Goa Camnival

* Grand cultural festival
before Lent.

Shigmo

¢ Spring festival celebrated
with vidrant street parades.

Sao Joso

¢ Festival of St. John the Baptist
in June.

Ganesh Chaturthi

o Widely celebrated.

Christmas

o Joyful celebrations
across the state.

K>

B

> B

Goa Carnival

Cotigoo, Netravoll,
Salim Ali Bird Sanctuary

Biosphere Reserve
* Part of Westorn Ghats

¥

, 10. UPSC VALUE ADDITION

Prelims Focus: Smallest state, Liberation in 1961,
Rivers, Ports, National Park, UNESCO Site, Gl Tags.
Mains Points: Tourism Economy, Coastal Ecology,

Mining vs Environment, Western Ghats Biodiversity,
Heritage Conservation, Blue Economy.

Current Affairs Links: Sustainable Tourism, CRZ
Regulations, lron Ore Mining, Coastal Zone
Management, Blue Economy Initiatives.

Strategic Importance: Maritime location on Arabian Sea,
close to major ports & international sea routes.

(S«Bﬁ#&o

8. ENVIRONMENT & BIODIVERSITY

383 National Park . Beaches : 3 t
o Mollem National Park * Bago, Calangute, Anjuns, A
(Part of Bhagwon Mahavie > ! Palolem, Miramar
Protected Area) / \3\ Waterfalls
- - \ * Dudhsogar, Arvalem,
‘.""“;”\';" Senchmele Malabar Giant Squirrel Horvelom
g = 3 Heritage Sites

e Blend of Indian & Portuguese

traditions, vibrant coastal cufture

9. TOURISM & HERITAGE

& ¢ Churches & Convents of Gea
(UNESCO) - Old Goa

& Other Attractions
* Fort Aguada, Reis Magos Foet,

7’ A o
,\'\_'5' N

J

Biodiversity Hotspot.
& A b Flame-throated Bulbol Space Plantations, Divar island
4 N 1 i Eco & Adventure
[ Important Species: Gaus, Black Panther, Sloth Bear, King Cobra, 2 TD':::’::‘B\;‘::::;WB Spice Plantation
‘ L Malabar Giant Squirrel, Olive Ridloy Turtle (coastal areas) )
Al = 11. RAPID REVISION — 15 KEY FACTS — p 12. GOA AT A GLANCE N
© Copital - Panaj © Sstate Animal - Gaur |
© Formation - 30 May 1987 @ State Bird — Flame-throated Bulbul +‘ Semallest 13 Tourism Rich lndo-Portuguese Msjor Notural
o Smallest State in India (Area) m National Park = Mollem State v Powerhouse Horkage Port
O Official Language ~ Konkani (P UNESCO Site ~ Churches &
© Liberation ~ 19 Dec 1961 Convents of Goa Western Ghats T2 Coshew & Cocornt Clean Boaches & s Poaceful &
(Operation Vijay) (P Gl Product — Goa Cashew ’ S o T ek
0 Highest Peak — Sonsogor (1,026 m) @ Famous Festival — Goa Carnival -
€ Major Rivers — Mandovi, Zuari : . ‘ Education & Gateway for Blve Sustainable /x/‘ High Human
@ Nickname ~ Pearl of the Orient Health Hub Ee | ) R il
) © Major Port - Mormugao Port \ o b i Development B



With reference to ‘circular letters’, which
of the following statements is/are correct?

1. Circular letters are usually addressed to a group of people.

2. Non-standard and customized content is typical
of circular letters.

3. Circular letters are used to intimate appraisals and
increments of employees within organisations.

4. Circular letters are less cost-effective than
personalised and specific recipient-directed letters.

(a) 1and 2 (b) 2 and 4
(c) 1,3 and 4 (d) 1 only

| SOLUTION

Evaluate each statement based on
Idea / Approach ;
concept of circular letters.

Circular letters are sent to many
recipients with standardised content.

a Key Observation

B Step-by-step Solution

4 '

Statement Evaluation Reason

Circular letters are issued to
many recipients at the same time.

1. Usually addressed
to a group of people.

Circular letters contain
standardised content, not
customised.

2. Non-standard and
customized content

is typical.

3. Used to intimate
appraisals and
increments.

Appraisals and increments are
individual and confidential,
not circulated.

Circular letters are more
than personalised cost-effective as one letter is
letters. used for many recipients.

L. | /

4. Less cost-effective

Eliminate wrong statements —
Pick the remaining correct ones.

n Shortcut / CSAT Trick

B Final Answer
ANSWER: (d) 1 only

Only statement 1 is correct.

Srijan India One CSAT Today 4 July 2026
7 = a

Three partners A, B and C entered into a business.
A invested one-third of the capital for one-third
duration. B invested one-fourth of the capital for
one-fourth duration. C invested the remaining
capital for the whole duration. Out of a profit of

% 17,000, how much profit will C get?

(@) ¥12,000 (b) ¥ 10,000

(c) 12,500

SOLUTION

n Idea / Approach Profit is distributed in the ratio of
o (Capital x Time).

(d) ¥10,750

Total capital can be taken as LCM of 3 and 4 = 12
units for easy calculation.

a Key Observation

B Step-by-step Solution

™

Capital Time Capital x Time
Aty (Units) (Fraction) (Units)
1 1 1 4
s = 4 = Wi e B T
A 3 of 12 3 X 3 2
1 1 1 3
B Z of12 = 3 Z < V8 Z = Z
C ROMEOGERIEN T Gy el ifime) §x1=5
8 =12-(4+3)=5 ’ !
‘ (X Make denominators same (LCM = 12) )
4 . R )
Investment Ratio (A: B: C) =S5 " 1
S
= S 7 | =16 :9: 60 j
( ) C’s Profit = U x 17,000
Total Ratio = 16 + 9 + 60 = 85 85
60 ) = (12 x 1,000)
C's Share = — of ¥ 17,000
\ 85 = ¥ 12,000

Use LCM of denominators = Convert —

a Shortcut / CSAT Trick
Find ratio = Apply to total profit.

B Final Answer
ANSWER: (a) 12,000

C will get Z 12,000.




ndian cities ~ from Bengaluru to Mussoorie

(Uttarakhand) — are reeling under severe

water stress. June saw a monsoon rainfall
deficit of over 40%. Delhi is facing a severe
shortage, and water supply has plummeted to
about 70% of the total demand of 1,250 million
gallons per day. Research by the Council on
Energy, Environment and Water (CEEW) furt}-
her finds that 11 out of 15 major river basins in India
are experitencing water stress, with annual water
availability below 1,700 m® per person. Several of
them, including the Krishna, Cauvery, Mahi, and
Tapi basins, are below the water scarcity
threshold of 1,000 m* per person.

A recent report by the United Nations
University Institute for Water, Environment and
Health (UNU-INWEH) warns of global water
bankruptcy. Several river basins are polluted and
closed, with no outflow to the sea. Aquifers are
being depleted beyond safe limits. Nearly
three-quarters of the global population lives in
water-insecure countries, with four billion people
facing severe water scarcity for at least one
month a year.

Water infrastructure gaps
India has an uneven distribution of water
resources. With 4% of the world’s water
resources supporting 18% of the population,
grown with water

While schemes such as the Jal Jeevan Mission
and Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana
have helped develop water supply infrastructure,
concerns remain regarding the poor upkeep of
existing infrastructure, inadequate
wastewater treatment facilities, substantial
conveyance losses, high levels of water pollution,
and low cost recovery.

There are four interrelated actions that can
help India navigate the ‘state of bankruptcy’
to become water secure.

First, invest in climate-proofing water systems

Nitin Bassi

Fellow at the
Council

on Energy,
Environment and
Water (CEEW)

The monsoon
cannot fix
India’s water
problem; policy
could

4 JULY 2026

Building water security in a rapidly drying India

through granular climate risk assessments of
water infrastructure and services. The CEEW's
analysis of India's urban flood risk management
shows that such assessments help prioritise
investments in high to very high-risk locations,
including coastal and low-lying areas such as
Thane (Maharashtra) and Navsari (Gujarat), or
areas with critical infrastructure such as schools,
hospitals, and electricity grids, as seen in
Ahmedabad. These assessments are especially
important for cash-strapped urban local bodies
and panchayats.

like the Urban Challenge Fund (UCF) to
finance them—for instance, Visakhapatnam
(Andhra Pradesh) recently secured 21,501 crore
under the UCF for water supply and drainage,
part of which could support water risk
assessments.

Second, enable water reuse for non-potable
purposes in urban areas. Shifting from a linear
toa circular approach to water use is essential to
reduce pressure on freshwater resources. Used
water can be treated and reused for activities
such as car washing, landscaping, and cooling
data centres.

City-level reuse planning is key to achieving
this. The Thane Municipal Corporation is
adopting a scientific approach to scale up
treated wastewater reuse, including for
construction, to reduce its annual freshwater
deficit of 53 million litres per day and
generate revenue. According to CEEW
analysis, the economic opportunity from the sale
of treated wastewater could reach ¥3 lakh crore
and generate 1,00,000 additional jobs by 2047.

Third, scale up micro-irrigation systems,
including drip and sprinkler technologies that
deliver water to crops more efficiently than
flood irrigation. Expanding these systems
beyond the current 20% coverage of India’s
potential 72 million hectares of irrigated area
requires large-scale interventions.

First, the CEEW's Gujarat research
shows that micro-irrigation

subsidies should be redesigned for small
and marginal farmers by using 0.4 hectares
instead of one hectare as the base unit.
Second, farmers need support to shituilomd-
i:¥igher-value crops such as horticulture
and oilseeds to recover costs, as seen in
Andhra Pradesh’s Rayalaseema region.
Third, low-cost insurance with faster
claims, including through a strengthened
Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana, can
help smallhoklers manage climate and crop
risks.

Close water data gaps

Finally, generate data at the river basin
level to improve decision-making. India
has good data on water availability, but
limited data on withdrawals, losses, and
consumption at the basin scale. This
makes it difficult to assess actual water
use, gauge efficiency gains, or allocate
water judiciously - often leading one
sector to gain at the expense of others,
while the lack of data encourages “free
riding”, with users extracting as much
as the source allows. Artificial
Intelligence-based monitoring of water
conveyance infrastructure can help
detect and measure losses and also
generate data. Cities such as Delhi and
Bhubaneswar (Odisha) are installing
smart bulk water meters to identify and
reduce physical losses during
distribution. Equally important is
analysing end-user consumption by sca-
ling up smart metering and using advanced
water accounting tools. India’s rollout of
over 4.93 crore smart electricity meters can
serve as a model for the water sector.

Water is an economic resource -
it powers lives, livelihoods, and ecosystems.
Reversing water bankrupty will be the
foundation of social welfare. Political
will, transparent governance, and
societal trust are the levers. Pull them,
and India can still turn the.
tide toward a water-secure,

The views expressed are personal

June rainfall deficit over 40%.
Delhi water supply down to 70%.

11/15 major river basins facing water stress;
per capita availability <1,700 m*/year.

UNU-INWEH warns of global water bankruptcy.
Rivers polluted/closed; aquifers depleted.

4 billion people face severe water scarcity
at least 1 month a year.

India has uneven water distribution.

Issues: poor infrastructure upkeep, inadequate
wastewater treatment, conveyance losses,
pollution, low cost recovery.

Invest in climate-proof water systems.

Use granular climate risk assessments.
Prioritise high-risk areas (coastal, low-lying)
and critical infrastructure.

Use funds like UCF for financing.

Shift to circular water use.

Reuse treated water for non-potable
purposes (car washing, landscaping,
cooling centres).

Thane example: 53 million litres/day deficit
reduction; 23 lakh crore opportunity;
1,00,000 jobs by 2047.

Scale up micro-irrigation (drip, sprinkler).
Redesign subsidies for small/marginal farmers.
Support shift to low-water, high-value crops.

Low-cost insurance with faster claims.

Close water data gaps at basin level.

Need data on withdrawuls, losses,
consumption.

Use Al monitoring, smart meters &
water accounting tools.

Water is key to livelihoods & ecosystems.

Reversing water bankruptcy = foundation
of social welfare.

Political will, governance & trust are crucial
to water security.

® GS Paper | - Geography (Water Resources, Climate)
@ GS Paper |l - Governance, IR (Global Water Crisis)

® GS Paper lll - Economy, Infrastructure, Agriculture,
Environment

® Keywords - Water Security, Climate Resilience, Water
Reuse, Micro-Irrigation, Urban Flood Risk, Data Gaps

® Static Link - Jal Jeevan Mission, PMKSY, UCF, PMFBY,
SDG 6 (Clean Water & Sanitation)
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‘Over 12,000 pilgrims visit cave shrine

on the first day of Amarnath Yatra

The Hindu Bureau
SRINAGAR

More than 12,000 pilgrims
paid obeisance to the natu-
rally formed ice Shivling at
the Amarnath cave shrine
on the opening day of the
57-day annual pilgrimage
on Friday, officials said.
The pilgrims included
about 9,350 men, 2,250
women, over 200 chil-
dren, 70 sadhus, nine
transgender devotees, and
more than 260 security
personnel, they said.

Earlier in the day, pil-
grims began the trek from
the Nunwan base camp in
Pahalgam and the Baltal
base camp in Ganderbal,
even as inclement weather
played spoilsport in the
morning,

‘Symbol of cleanliness’

On the occasion, Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi, in a
two-page letter, wished de-
votees undertaking the pil-

grimage. He urged them to

Path to devotion : Pilgrims trek to the Amarnath cave shrine using
the Baltal route on Friday. IMRAN NISSAR

make the journey a symbol
of cleanliness, safety, envi-
ronmental protection, and
support for local liveli-
hoods and nation-building.

He asked pilgrims to
maintain cleanliness, hy-
giene and ensure that the
route is clean. “The Amar-
nath Yatra in Jammu and
Kashmir as a reflection of
India’s rich spiritual and
cultural heritage. Devotees
across the country eagerly
await the opportunity to

undertake the pilgrimage
every year. It embodies the
spirit of unity in diversity
by bringing together devo-
tees from different parts of

the country,” said Mr.
Modi.

‘Efficiency, dedication’

Mr. Modi praised the ef-
forts of the Amarnath
Shrine Board, the Jammu &
Kashmir administration,
and security agencies for
ensuring the smooth con-

duct of the pilgrimage.
“For several decades,
this pilgrimage has been
managed with great effi-
ciency and dedication,”
Mr. Modi said, while refer-
ring to the role of the In-
dian Army, CRPF, Jammu &
Kashmir Police, ITBP, BSF,
NDRE, doctors, healthcare
workers, sanitation staff,
administrative officials and
volunteers involved in fa-
cilitating the pligrimage.
The Prime Minister said
thousands of personnel
fulfilled their responsibili-
ties with commitment. He
underlined the role of local
communities and said the
pilgrimage reflected the
hospitality of the people of
Jammu & Kashmir, while
referring to pony opera-
tors, porters and palan-
quin bearers. “Their ser-
vice on the difficult
mountain route exempli-
fies India’s long-standing
tradition of selfless ser-

vice,” he added.
(With inputs from PTI)
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More than 12,000 pilgrims visited
Amarnath cave shrine on the first
day of the 57-day annual Yatra.

Pilgrims included 9,350 men,
2,250 women, over 200 children,
70 sadhus, 9 transgender
devotees, and 260+ security
personnel.

Trek started from Nunwan base
camp (Pahalgam) and Baltal
base camp (Ganderbal).

Security & Management by:
Indian Army, CRPF, J&K Police,

ITBP, BSF, NDRF, doctors,
healthcare workers, sanitation
staff, volunteers & officials.

Thousands of personnel
fulfilled responsibilities with
commitment; local communities
played an important role.

PM Modi appreciated efforts of
Amarnath Shrine Board, J&K
administration & security
agencies.

PM Modi urged devotees to
promote cleanliness, safety,
environmental protection,
local livelihoods & nation-
building.

Yatra reflects India’s rich
spiritual & cultural heritage and
unity in diversity.

Amarnath Cave Shrine - one of
the most important pilgrimage
sites in Jammu & Kashmir.

GS Paper | — Culture, Geography (Himalayas)

GS Paper Il — Governance, Role of Security Forces

GS Paper lll - Disaster Management, Tourism
Keywords —~ Amarnath Yatra, Pilgrimage Management,

Civil-Military Cooperation, Local Communities

Static Link — Religious Tourism, J&K Geography,

Disaster Preparedness, Internal Security




ver since 1945, the dominance of the

United States and western Europe in

world affairs has been taken for

granted, largely because of their
military power, technological innovations, and
financial strength. This situation continued until
fairly recently. However, the rise of China, along
with the growing prominence of certain “middle
powers” in recent years, has begun to dent -
though not eclipse ~ the image of the US. asa
Superpower.

As China's influence over world affairs has
grown, driven by its technological and innovative
capabilities and its stranglehold over scarce
strategic resources, the supremacy of the U.S. and
the West has, however, appeared to wane. Many
experts, nevertheless, continued to believe that
there was still time before the West faced an
effective challenge to its leadership. Concerns
had, no doubt, grown about the U.S.s structural
vulnerabilities, though few expected that a
country such as Iran would effectively deal a
mortal blow to the image of the U.S. as the
world’s leading power.

The (now deceased) Iranian Supreme Leader,
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, had once observed that,
while Americans constantly threatened war, they
lacked “staying power™. This has now become
apparent in ample measure. By contrast, in the
course of the Iran-Iraq war (1980-1988), Iran’s
Islamic regime demonstrated remarkable
endurance, resilience, and determination to
preserve the regime by all means necessary. U.S.
President Donald Trump’s failure to recognise
this aspect has since cost him dearly. One leader
who is seen to have emerged from the ashes of
the US.-Iran conflict is All Khamenei's presumed
successor, his son Mojtaba Khamenei, who is
presently viewed by many as a “living martyr”.

The new Iran-U.S. framework

Even prior to embarking upon substantive
negotiations in Switzerland on all contentious
issues, the U.S. and Iran entered into an “initial
deal” (mid-June 2026) to enxl the war and reopen
the Strait of Hormuz. The announcement of the
talks was cautiously welcomed by world leaders,
thaugh all agreed that difficult negotiations lay

Prior to the formal talks, a 14-point
Memorandum of Understanding was,
interestingly enough, signed by Mr. Trump at the
Palace of Versailles, France, on June 17, 2026,
evoking comparisons with the 1919 Treaty of
Versailles, which is widely regarded as having
imposed humiliating terms on Germany following
the First World War.

The June 17 agreement was widely criticised as
little more than a latter-day endorsement of the
status quo that had existed prior to the U.S.-Israel
strikes on Iran, on February 28, 2026. The terms
of the agreement included the reopening of the
Strait of Hormuz, the lifting of the U.S. blockade,
and a vague commitment by the U.S. and its
regional partners to initiate plan, for at least $300
billion, to rebuild Iran.

-

Former Director,
Intelligence Bureau,
a former National
Security Adviser,
and a former
Governor of

West Bengal
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The Iran conundrum and the decline of the West

development of Iran ~ the U.S, has since declared
that no U.S. funds would flow directly to Iran. If
s0, this commitment could posaibly refer to the
release of Iranian assets that have been frozen by
the U.S. over the years. The agreement also
reportedly contains an important pledge by Iran
not to develop a nuclear weapon.

The talks in Switzerland soon thereafter
seemed little more than a formality, with the U.S.
claiming, following their successful conclusion,
that it had achieved a major milestone by
persuading Tehran to allow inspectors from the
International Atomic Energy Agency back into the
country, thereby opening a pathway to
international monitoring of its nuclear
programme. But Iran is said to have told its state
media that Tehran had made “no new
commitments” on nuclear inspections. The
conclusion of the talks appeared to many
observers to represent a “desperately needed
truce” for the U.S,, as it was followed shortly
thereafter by the lifting of U.S. oil sanctions on
Iran and the issuance of a 60-day waiver
authorising the sale and transport of Iranian
crude oil and petroleum products.

Newspaper headlines across the world had
little to say about the deal and instead harped on
the enormity of the setback to the image of the
U.S. resulting from its coming to terms with Iran.
Perhaps the most telling headline appeared on
the front page of The Times of India (June 19,
2026): “Versailles II: Trump rushes where
historians would dread to tread™. Apart from the
fact that the U.S. and its President have been
excoriated for what critics have termed the
“surrender blunder”, the reality is that the deal
has brought the U.S. few tangible benefits.

Intrinsic to, or as part of the deal are several
other aspects of considerable interest, apart from
sanctions relief for Iran’s oil exports, viz., the
possibility of Iran assuming a formal role in
managing traffic through the Strait of Hormuz
and, (potentially), charging transit fees for
passage through the Strait. Questions remain,
however, regarding the safety of shipping routes,
vessel security procedures, naval protection, and
emergency response mechanisms. Many of these
issues remain to be clarified.

The deal is important, even though its wording
remains inchoate. It is widely portrayed as a deal
between unequals, with Goliath having been
worsted - or at least caught unawares by David. It
also does not read like a standard diplomatic
document. The implications of a superpower -
the warld’s leading nuciear power — conceding
ground to a battered Iran are huge and are
unlikely to be lost on nations and major powers
across the globe.

Israel-U.S. relations fracture

It also entails an important rupture in relations
between the US. and Israel. Israel Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu's devious plans to inveigle
the U.S. in a conflict in West Asia, which was
implicitly aimed at weakening and toppling Israel’s

undisputed supremacy over the region has now
become part of the detritus of history. The
Israel-U.S. rupture, unless Tel Aviv bends
substantially hereafter, could alter power
equations in West Asia, leading to either an
unsettled peace or further wranglings among

What is also quite plausible is that Iran’s daims
to have bested the Great Satan, could lead the
tutelage of Islamic Revoltiouny Guard Corps
(IRGC) hotheads rather than the Ayatollahs, to
revive conflicts with other Arab nations, apart
from Israel itself. Such ‘adventurism® could lead
to more disparate conflicts in a vital region,
which incorporates a critical artery of global
energy supplies.

Many imponderables are still present. For one,
the US.-Iran Agreement is almast certain to give a
boost to hardliners in Iran who may believe that
they have managed to ‘defeat” the mighty US.,
signalling scope for a still more hardline policy,
vis~i-vis not only Israel, the U.S., and other Arab
States in the region but also their own people as
well. For another, the IRCC, already on the
ascendant, could feel more emboldened to act
with impunity, having a new Ayatollah identified
with it. The impact of all this would be felt not
only in Iran but also in countries with large Shia
populations, inchuding India. A worsening of
Shia-Sunni tensions in different pockets across
the globe cannot, therefore, be ignored.

For a third, Israel and its leaders could be
expected to behave like ‘wounded tigers'. Their
ploy of inveigling the U.S. into supporting their
bid for supremacy in West Asia having failed
~and with the US. President distancing himself
from Mr. Netanyahu ~ they could be expected to
embark on a fresh bout of “adventurism’,

West Asia. This could aggravate tensions and
undermine the fragile peace that has existed
since the Abraham Accords. Furthermore, with
the U.S. seen as a major loser and its influence
across the region set to wane, Gulf nations may
be prompted to take a hard look at relying on the
US. for protection against external threats,
including a resurgent Iran. Interestingly, there
coukd also be growing demands to reduce the

presence of U.S. troops in West Asia.

Post-1945 US/West dominance based on military,

a‘??; tech & financial strength now challenged.

2 Rise of China & middle powers has dented
US image as sole superpower.

Z“W « Iran-Iraq war showed Iran’s resilience &

% “staying power".

Khamenei's successor, Mojtaba Khamenei,
seen as "“living martyr"”.

US~Iran “initial deal” (June 2026): end war,
reopen Strait of Hormuz.

14-point MoU signed (June 17, 2026) at
Versailles; $300B plan to rebuild Iran.

US declared no direct funds to Iran;
possible reference to release of frozen assets.

Iran pledged not to develop nuclear weapon;
IAEA inspections allowed.

US lifted oil sanctions; 60-day waiver for
Iranian crude & petroleum exports.

Possible Iranian role in Strait of Hormuz
management & transit fees.

Deal seen as setback to US image;
“Versailles II" headline reflects humiliation.

Few tangible benefits for US; surrender
blunder criticism.

Israel-US relations face major rupture.

Netanyahu's plan to drag US into conflict
has failed.

New Iran regime under IRGC hardliners may
pursue more hardline & adventurist policies.

Impact on Shia=Sunni dynamics; relevance
for India.
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Israel may act as “wounded tiger”; fresh
conflicts likely in West Asia.

Gulf nations may reduce reliance on US
security protection.

Russia & China gain little; uncertainty may
revive terrorist groups like Al Qaeda.

Risk of wider instability across Africa &
Southeast Asia.

UPSC TAKEAWAYS

v Multipolar world & decline of Western dominance.

v West Asia geopolitics, Iran nuclear issue.

v Strategic autonomy for India in changing world order.
v Energy security, Strait of Hormuz importance.

v Terrorism, regional instability & global implications.
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Manufacturing justice

Use of Al-fabricated judicial ‘precedents’
amounts to criminal misconduct

ut for its serious implications, a judge re-
B lying on Artificial Intelligence (AI) halluc-
inations to arrive at a judicial determina-
tion would have been comical. Given the serious
miscarriage of justice that such hallucinations
can lead to, if used in the judicial processes, the
Supreme Court of India has likened it to methyl
isocyanate, the ponsonous gas that led to the Bho-
pal gas tragedy in 1984 -~ “invisible, insidious,
and catastrophic by the time anyone notices”.
The Court made these observations while setting
aside the orders of the National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) and the National Company Law
Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) in an insolvency case
after finding that the NCLT had relied on fictitious
Al-generated legal citations, a lapse everlooked
by the appellate tribunal. This is the latest in a se-
ries of interventions by the Court this year, cau-
tioning against the use of Al-generated fictitious
judicial precedents in court proceedings.
Through its rulings and oral observations, the
Court has consistently adopted a strict and cau-
tionary approach to the deployment of Al in the
justice delivery system. On February 27, the same
Bench of Justices P.S. Narasimha and Alok
Aradhe took cognisance of a trial court relying on
Al-generated fictitious case laws and underlined
that it was not merely “an error in decision-mak-
ing” but amounted to judicial “misconduct”.
The Court has made clear that Al may serve as
an assistive tool to improve efficiency, but it can
never replace independent human reasoning,
judicial discretion or professional accountability.
In Al, humanity is encountering what many ex-
perts fear might well be an existential question.
Al disruption is a known unknown - everyone
knows that it is happening but nobody quite
knows its extent or implications. There is, howev-
er, enough evidence of a combination of human
stupidity and deliberate design leading to danger-
ous social outcomes being derived from Al. Hu-
man oversight is the essential counter to these
dangers. The Court has said that presenting fabri-
cated, machine-generated judgments to a court
constitutes professional misconduct for advo-
cates and a serious lapse of duty for judges; and
any judgment influenced by an iota of fake or hal-
lucinated Al material is “no decision in the eyes
of law”. The draft ‘Regulations for Use of Artificial
Intelligence (AI) in Courts, 2026’ prohibits Al in
the making of judicial outcomes such as the func-
tion of adjudication, sentencing, or deciding bail
eligibility and evaluating the credibility of parties
or witnesses. Even as the draft is open for public
consultation, the Court has directed the Bar

Council of India (BCI) to set up a dedicated com-
mittee to formulate strict norms and define disci-

B T NS MRS B Al Are O I PN LR O AN SAA U O b A

Relying on Al hallucinations in judicial decisions is
serious and can cause grave miscarriage of justice.

Supreme Court compared it to Bhopal gas tragedy 1984 -
“invisible, insidious, catastrophic”.

NCLT relied on fictitious Al-generated citations in an
insolvency case.

NCLAT overlooked this lapse; Supreme Court set aside
both tribunals’ orders.

Series of interventions by SC to caution against Al-
generated fictitious precedents.

SC adopts strict and cautionary approach towards Al
use in justice delivery.

Feb 27, 2026: SC held reliance on Al-generated fake
case laws is judicial misconduct, not a mere error.

Al is an assistive tool, not a substitute for human
reasoning, judicial discretion and accountability.

Independent human judgment remains essential.

Al disruption is a “known unknown” - extent and
impact uncertain.

Risks arise from human misuse/stupidity and design
flaws.

Human oversight is the key safeguard.

Presenting fabricated Al judgments = professional
misconduct for lawyers; serious lapse for judges.

Judgments influenced by even a little fake Al material
are “no decision in the eyes of law”.

Draft ‘Regulations for Use of Al in Courts, 2026’
prohibits Al in adjudication, sentencing, bail decisions,
credibility assessment.

SC directed BCI to form committee for strict norms
and disciplinary action against lawyers citing
unverified Al material.

Justice must be done and seen; not hallucinated.

1
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UPSC TAKEAWAYS
Judiciary & Technology - Ethics, challenges, safeguards.

Judicial Accountability — Professional misconduct, duty of
judges & lawyers.

Important for GS II (Governance), GS III (S&T), Ethics.

Key terms: Al hallucination, judicial misconduct, oversight,
accountability, integrity of justice.
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RADIO TELEMETRY ALMOST
SAVED THIS VULTURE

* White-rumped Vulture (Z25)
died of electrocution

» Captive-bred; released in
Tadoba in Dec 2025

* Radio telemetry showed poor
adaptation

* Preferred human settlements
over natural habitats

« BNHS planned relocation
before fatal accident

» Highlights need for safer power
lines & post-release monitoring

White-rumped Vulture ¢ Critically Endangered

OVER 12,000 PILGRIMS VISIT

N“,

CAVE SHRINE ON DAY 1

Amarnath Yatra begins

amid rain; 12,000+ pilgrims

Baltal & Pahalgam routes
operational
Multi-layered security
arrangements

Medical teams & disaster
response on standby

Weather & logistics closely
monitored

Yatra: ~3,888 m; natural
ice Shivling

Himalayan Pilgrimage ¢ High-altitude Management

B MANUFACTURING JUSTICE
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i Timely Justice

J

Increasing judges & courts
alone insufficient

Huge pendency lowers
public confidence

Infrastructure & processes
need strengthening

Vacancies persist across
judiciary

Need tech-driven case
management

Focus: efficiency, reforms
& accountability

Article 14 « Article 21 « Independence of Judiciary

GS Il « Environment ¢ Conservation

I} COUNTING CANCER

¢ India should make cancer
a notifiable disease

Current data incomplete;

CANCER ®

|

| GS | » Geography

GS Il » Security

THE IRAN CONUNDRUM AND
THE DECLINE OF THE WEST

* Recent events show limits
of U.S. strategic dominance

GS Il » Governance ¢ Judiciary

BUILDING WATER SECURITY IN

A RAPIDLY DRYING INDIA
R“"""‘" * Erratic monsoon & groundwater
depletion rising

QUICK NEWS

@® Centre opens power bids to
four China-linked firms
Two- year exemptnon granted not a precedent

® Panel to study issues faced
by Totapuri mango farmers
ICAR experts to examine price decline in A.P.

® Ladakh to have customised
self-governance framework
UT-level elected body Article 371 discussed.

. WI" factor all developments in
Teesta approach: India
After Bangladesh-China talks on project.

® ‘No revival of Indus treaty if
Pak. does not end terror’
Treaty remains in abeyance India.

. Govt. can acquire religious sites
for public projects: HC
Must follow law & serve public purpose

C Inssde Indla s language conundrum
Debate over CBSE language policy & NEP.

@ Centre orders blocking of

battery management apps
Action taken over cybersecurity concemns.

® Khamenei lies in state in Tehran

underestimates burden ST A0 * lIran showed long-term

/ \ * Scarcity affects rural & urban India
<

Week of mass funeral events announced.
NOTIFICATION oy *  resilience River & Lake )
= * Include private sector UWSEAS$ ©_"wIRAN Gid p— Rejvesnation * Need integrated water management | -
* Improves surveu!lance & \ : » critical @® White-rumped Vulture: Critically Endangered
resource allocation * West Asia moving toward @J (@l ' —— Major threat: Diclofenac poisoning. i
= . . mplOVQ I"lgawl
B l l « Telangana already made ENIpOSIRY = ~ -—J i @® Amarnath Cave: ~3,888 m altitude
cancer notifiable * Rise of regional powers m 'm ¢ Move from crisis response to Natural ice Shivling.
long-term resilience @ Indus Waters Treaty: 1960

+ More cases # more disease;
reflects better reporting

Disease Surveillance * Public Health Planning

 End of unipolar world order

Multipolarity ¢ Strategic Autonomy * West Asia

Water Security ¢ Sustainable Management

GS Il » Health » GS lll » Science & Tech

THE HIMALAYAS AS A
BATTLEGROUND OF BELIEF

» Himalayas: sacred yet fragile
ecosystems

* Pilgrimage & tourism rising

* Road construction & infrastructure
increasing pressure

» Waste, landslides & glacier
vulnerability

+ Faith & conservation must
go together

* Respect ecological carrying
. capacity

Sacred Landscapes ¢ Sustainable Tourism
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ASSAM ESTATE SELLS COUNTRY’S

FIRST MATCHA TEA
(,sj'm‘,,\ + 5 kg matcha sold in Guwahat
auction
* Price: 3,000 per kg
Harvest * Produced at Chota Tingrai
Tea Estate, Assam

Shade-grown; rich in

+

Grind to °

Powder chlorophyll & amino acids
! _

+ Whole leaf consumed as
powder

* Premium value addition
for Indian tea

Matcha
Tea

Camellia sinensis * Value Addition
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DANGER LURKING
ALL AROUND

» Threats now beyond
conventional warfare

» Cyber, tech & information
risks growing

Cyber Threats

_ Information
ﬂ Warfare .
common
k Hybrid * Institutions must anticipate
Conflict emerging risks
» Resilience as important
m Critical as response
Infrastructure
« Coordination among agencies
essential

National Security * Resilience * Preparedness
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GS Il » Internal Security

Hybrid conflict increasingly VOCABULARY

® Telemetry — Remote measurement and

Brokered by World Bank.

@ Teesta River: Origin in Sikkim
Flows to Bangladesh via West Bengal.

® Matcha Tea: Shade-grown Camellia sinensis
Whole leaf consumed as powder.

@ Article 371: Special provisions
Different clauses for different States.

@ Cancer Notification: Mandatory reporting
Improves surveillance & health planning.

® ICAR: Indian Council of Agricultural Research
Body for agricultural research in India.

@ Press Note 3 (2020): FDI Policy
Restrictions on land border countries.

transmission of data.

@® Multipolarity — Distribution of power

among several major countries.

Watershed — Land area draining into a
common water body.

Hybrid Warfare — Combination of military
and non-military methods.

Resilience — Capacity to recover quickly
from difficulties.



