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DAC Approves ¥52,000 Crore W
Defence Acquisition
* DAC cleared capital acquisition .

103 July 2026

7th National Water Awards
Launched

India-Mali Forum for
Export Promotion

Inaugural India~Mali Forum

.

7th National Water Awards

proposals worth ¥52,000 crore. held to promote trade & Water A Best launched by Ministry of

e Aimed at enhancing combat investment. Conservation Practices Jal Shakti.
readiness of Armed Forces. * Aims to enhance bilateral R o * Promotes water conservation

e Focus on modernisation, ’ MALI exports. [ N > & efficient use. .
indigenisation & technology. * Encouraggs business \_ = Enc<_>qraggs EOITREY

» Supports self-reliance in parEngsans : : t J 3 :amap.atuonb.e s
defence manufacturing. ’ fetlamt ri\g::.ens India-Africa u meai:gg'::\e:nt :ra\:;;;

* Strengthens operational : ¢ Promotes South-South @ * Supports sustainable water
preparedness across services. Cooperation. ) » governance.

* Boost to ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat'. « Supports inclusive Community Sustainable * Aligns with Jal Jeevan

economic growth. Participation Water Governance  Mission goals.

VALUE ADDITION: Key Schemes: Jal Jeevan Mission, Atal Bhujal Yojana,

' VALUE ADDITION: DAC: Chaired by Defence Minister; established in 2001;
Namami Gange, Catch the Rain.

~ grants AoN & approves capital acquisitions.

VALUE ADDITION: Mali: West Africa; Capital-Bamako; River-Niger;
- Member of African Union.

" KEYWORDS: DAC, Modemisation, Indigenisation, AoN, Atmanirbhar Bharat |
\ A

' KEYWORDS: India-Africa, Trade, Investment, South-South Cooperation KEYWORDS: Water Conservation, Sustainability, Jal Shakti, Governance

National SC-ST Hub (NSSH)
Scheme

Pashujanya Yudh Abhyas (PYA)
Strengthens Preparedness

UIDAI Enables Free Email Update
Through Aadhaar App

* NSSH Scheme highlighted . P:f: ::::"S:s:‘f';"g;hr:': UIDAI enables free email
by Ministry of MSME. ::e aﬁh S i /_\ indata vis Aadhaar Ao

s s:trepre:etsfs/s.r * Focus on zoonotic disease A@ué : Enhances digital authentication

" : outbreaks. Email Update & communication.
‘ ::";z:)e:':::mpreneursmp % WRELa0cy Swiation Succe:sful Improves citizen convenience
: exercise. ;

* Provides vendor * Improves emergency Q Strengthens digital public
development support. response systems. service delivery.

* Enhances capacity building * Strengthens veterinary — Supports paperless governance.
& market access. surveillance. / Pr £ livi

¢ Drives inclusive and * Based on One Health omotes ease of kving.
sustainable growth. approach. |

VALUE ADDITION: UIDAI: Statutory authority under Aadhaar Act, 2016;
under Ministry of Electronics & IT.

VALUE ADDITION: One Health integrates Human, Animal &
_Environmental Health.

VALUE ADDITION: Implemented by Ministry of MSME; promotes inclusive
growth & social justice.

KEYWORDS: SC-ST, Entrepreneurship, MSME, Inclusion, Empowerment KEYWORDS: UIDAI, Aadhaar, Digital Governance, e-Governance

- KEYWORDS: One Health, Zoonotic Disease, Preparedness, Surveillance

o o

Maritime Investment Fund & India’s High-Speed Rail Future NCW Women Helpline - 14490

Indigenous EXIM Container (PIB Backgrounder) (PIB Backgrounder)
C ati Mariti » PIB Backgrounder on India's * NCW Women Helpline 14490 |
| * Consultations on Maritime high-speed rail roadmap. | highlighted.
lnv.estmen.t Fund held. : ' + Focus on standardised * Provides complaint
. IEn):iln:d :u;:enl?d first M.ade-m-lndna technology. registration support.
Ipping container. Future HSR corridors * Offers counselling & legal
* Boosts maritime infrastructure. planned. guidance.
\ WM MADE IN INDIA * Promotes domestic manufacturing. Improves connectivity & * Ensures referral to related
i reduces travel time. :
NTAINER * Reduces import dependence. . e .
| EXIM CO e Enhances logistics fE::;:;:ﬁ mu::“:ber effects » Strengthens women safety
| competitiveness. ; i ke R & empowerment.
First corridor: Mumbai- » Works towards gender justice.
Ahmedabad.

VALUE ADDITION: Linked Initiatives: Sagarmala Programme, Maritime India
Vision 2030, PM Gati Shakti.

KEYWORDS: Maritime Economy, Sagarmala, Logistics, Manufacturing

Shinkansen technology.

'VALUE ADDITION: Mumbai-Ahmedabad HSR based on Japanese

KEYWORDS: High-Speed Rail, Infrastructure, Connectivity, Development

Other Important One-Liners

VALUE ADDITION: Related Institutions: NCW, One Stop Centres, Women

Helpline 181, NALSA Legal Aid.

KEYWORDS: Women Empowerment, NCW, Helpline, Social Justice

TRAI assesses mobile

ECI holds Second One-Day §  Summer action on falling Ministry of Law & Justice India's High-Speed Rail
Conference for Media and {5 Totapuri mango prices; to organise ‘Reforms Utsav m network quality across .{l future: building a
Py T N \1’ committee to examine & Chintan Shivir 2026’ at Sikkim, Gujarat, Assam & standardised path for

; entire value chain. Mount Abu. @EESSS\ West Bengal LSAs. expansion (PIB BG).
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.TAMIL NADU,

' =
. 2. LOCATION & MAP N »
fX Capital Chennai ANDHRA PRADESH
f£% Formation 26 January 1950 LOCATION . A
(Renamed Tamil Nadu on 14 Jn 1968) | | , gouthernmost mainland ) : ' O“'Ch ¥
Official Language Tamil % SR Rndia. KARNATAKA = North &) Chennai
&' State Animal Nilgiri Tahr * Bounded by Bay of Bengal P SV Coast _/
3 (East), Indian Ocean (South), / S N
-‘ State Bird Emo.rald D.ovo arale (W), Knnatalis Lo s ) A e |
$# State Flower Gloriosa Lily (NW), Andhra Pradesh (North) b ¥ 1 C‘""“V[‘ PUDUCHERRY
¥ State Tree Palmyra Palm and Union Territory - b iy ‘:. Deita
k% Population (2011) 7,21 Crore* Peduchamy. S Westem C  Platesu <. r
(*Census 2011) " Ghats . i \ BAY OF
fA Area 1,30,058 sq, km MAJOR RIVERS j ) Y BENGAL
RA Literacy Rate 80.09%* (2011) ¢ Koverl hb . 4
g , - N ” * Vaigai KERALA e g .
IMPORTANT FACTS * Palar S ) © PHYSIOGRAPHY
% Longest coastline among Indian states. * Tomiraparani G 5 Southem™noy o - Bistics Coactal Plalia
% Home to India’s first Nuclear Power Plant - Kalpakkam. * Bhavani A ."/ Districts - o Western Ghats
% Major automobile hub - ‘Detroit of India”. * Amaravati g ' - .
% One of the leading states in education & HDI. v ' = Nikgic Hill
% Classical language - Tamil. : M o
g = ) INDIAN OCEAN \,

ECONOMY

Major Crops

‘ 4,
g Major Industries
Rice, Millets, Maize,

Automobile, Textiles,

Land of Temples ¢ Culture ¢ Classical Heritage ° Progress

3. HISTORY & HERITAGE p=

fiill Ancient History

« Sangam Age (300 BCE - 300 CE):
Rich literature, trade & city life.

Medieval History

+ Great Chola Empire - Maritime
power & temple architecture.

* Pallavas, Pandyas, Cheras ruled
different parts.

@ Modern History
¢ Active participation in India’s
froedom movement.
m Freedom Movement Leaders
¢ V.O. Chidambaram Pillai, Subramania
Bharati, C. Rajagopalachari.
fill UNESCO World Heritage Sites
* Great Living Chola Temples

(Brihadisvara, Gangaikondacholapuram,
Airavatesvara).

* Nilgiri Mountain Railway.

6. CULTURE & TRADITION .
Classical Dance :

Electronics, IT, Leather, Pulses, Sugarcane, Cotton, Bharatanatyam v
Chemicals, Wind Energy. Groundnut, Gingelly. h Folk Dances €
,ﬁl Minerals & Horticulture Karakattam, Oyilattam, Bharatanatyam
Lignite, Bauxite, lron Ore, “**  Banans, Mango, Grapes, Devarattam, Kummi. -
Magnesite, Limestone. Jasmine, Coconut tg Folk Music
Infrastructure Turmeric, Flowers. Camatic Music
Well-developed roads, % Livestock @ Art Forms
rail, port & industrial Cattl Tanjore Painting, Kolam,
. e, Buffalo, Goat,
infrastructure. Poultry Rangoli, Terracotta.
»Ja Ports Handicrafts
-“r - "
Chennai, V.O. Chidambaranar | g F""f"“ : : m Kanchipuram Silk, Bronze
(Thoothukudi), Ennore Marine & inland fisheries Idols, Palm Leaf Crafts.
(Kamarajar Port). ’ well developed. Jasmine La gos
4 Airports Wind Energy Hub & Tamil (Official), English
Chennai, Coimbatore, Gl Tags: Kanchipuram Silk | Madurai Malli | Salem & Erode Turmeric | widely used.

Madural, Tiruchirappelli ; Thanjavur Art Plate | Nilgiri Tea
Key Fact: Tamil Nadu is a major contributor to India’s GDP : .

and a leader in human development. 8. ENVIRONMENT & BIODIVERSITY

Q
P National Parks

& Religious Sites

Major Attractions
Ooty, Kodaikanal, Yercaud,
Mahabalipuram, Kanyakumari,

Rameswaram, Madurai
Meoenakshi Tomple,
Chidambaram, Srirangam.

UNESCO Sites
Great Living Chola Tomples,
Nilgiri Mountain Railway.

Cultural Landmarks

Thanjavur Temple, Mamallapuram 1
Shore Temple, Fort St. George.

<
-
b

Chidambaram Temple

@ o I 7. FEST'VALS Mudumalai, Mukurthi
onga ! - ~
Guindy, Gulf of Mannar,
mm : o Indira Gandhi & Gandhi NP.
39 nature. Tiaer R
Tamil New Year 2 Mudumalal, Anamalai,
“Puthandu™ celebrated Sathyamangalam, KMTR,
in April. Seivilliputhur Mogamalai.
Karthigai Deepam 5’: Biosphere Reserves
Foatival of lights. Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve,
@ Chithirai Thiruvicha Gulf of Mannar Bicaphere
Colebrated at Madurai. . e
@. Navaratri, Diwall, Thaipusam = . = l:amsor Sites e . 2
Also widely celebrated. Pongal Celebration S 2R
Sanctuory & more.
Key Species:  Nilgiri Tahr, I.oon—talled Macaquo Dugong Oh've Rndloy Turtle.
10. UPSC VALUE ADDITION
i  10. UPSC VALUE ADDITION | 11, RAPID REVISION — 15 KEY FACTS
Prelims Focus: Rivers, Biosphere Reserves, Ports, y 1 : e
Ramsar Sites, Dynasties, G| Tags, National Parks. © Capital - Chennai © state Animal - Nilgiri Tahr
J{ Mains Points: Dravidian Culture, Temple Architecture, © Formation - 26 ral @ state Bird - Emerald Dove
Blue Economy, Climate Resilience, Industrial © Renamed - Tamil Nadu (1969) @ UNESCO Sites - 2
Development, Social Justice Movements. 0 Official Language - Tamil ) Biosphore Reserves - 2
Current Affairs Links: Semiconductor projects, © Highest Peak - Doddabetta (2,637 m) (B) Marine NP - Gulf of Mannar
G"'f“ E“(':"SY Corridor, Ch.onnal—Bongaluru Industrial ) Longest Coastline ~ Tamil Nadu @ Gl Tag - Kanchipuram Silk
Corridor, Coastal Conservation. . . .
= .- e g e © Major River - Kaveri @ india’s First Nuclear Plant —
.‘iﬁl W mportanco antlm-e secur:tty e Q Classical Dance - Bharatanatyam Kalpakkam
Proximity to Sri Lanka, Strong industrial base. \ P R

12. TAMIL NADU AT A GLANCE N\

Land of Dravidian I = Strong
Temples Culture Il Industrial Base
$ Agricultural Rich Biodiversity g High Human
é $ Powerhouse V|7 & coastline M Development
E E Education & Maritime Gateway // Tradition Meets
Healthcare Leader of South India 1] I Modem Progress

2
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There are two chemicals which do not react
with each other. A container contains 10 litres
of the chemical A. One litre of this chemical is
removed from it and one litre of the chemical
B is poured. Then one litre of the mixture is
removed from the container and one litre of B
is poured. If this process of replacing one litre
of the mixture by one litre of B is performed
once more, then what is the volume of B that is
present in the container approximately

(in percentage)?

(a) 25
(c) 29

(b) 27
(d) 31

{ SOLUTION

1. Idea / Approach

Each time, 1 litre of mixture is removed and replaced
with 1 litre of B.

2. Key Observation
After each replacement, fraction of original A left

becomes % of the previous amount.

3. Step-by-step Solution

~ CSAT Today |

Steg L Action Amount of A (litre) | Amount of B (litre) | Total (litre)

Initial Only A 10 0 10
Wi e | 10 % = 1 i
re:»:-::::nt Rem(zl:; %LmBixmre 9'x 19_0 = 8.1 2 10
reAplf::;c:r:nt RemoAVce!d1 |1-LmBiXtU"e 8.1 % =729 3 10

Amount of B after 3rd replacement = 10 — 7.29 = 2.71 litre

Percentage of B = 21':)1 x 100 = 27.1% = 27°°J
4. Shortcut / CSAT Trick
After n replacements, fraction of original A left = (i)n
93 729
Here,n=3 — Aleft= (=) = 20 = 0.729

So, B% = (1 —0.729) x 100 = 27.1% = 27%

5. Final Answer

ANSWER: (b) 27

03 July 2026

a A shopkeeper employs a delivery boy and gives him
a motorcycle for home delivery. For every delivery,
the boy is given ¥ 5. At the end of the day, he also
gets ¥ 2 for every kilometre of the distance covered
in the day. The boy wants to earn more than ¥ 500
a day, but does not want to travel more than 100 km.
Which of the following numbers of deliveries would
definitely meet his target?

(a) 80 (b) 85

(c) 90 (d) The question cannot be
answered due to

insufficient data

d§ SOLUTION

1. Idea / Approach

| Total earning = (¥5 x Number of deliveries) + (¥2 x Distance in km)

| 2. Key Observation
¢ Maximum distance allowed = 100 km
e Distance per delivery is NOT given.

3. Step-by-step Analysis

-

Max earning from distance Let number of deliveries = D
=100 x T2

L = 3200

Total earning
= 5D + 2 x Distance

| " Minimum condition to earn more than ¥ 500
| ] 5D + 2 x Distance > 500
Since max (2 x Distance) = ¥200
|__7 5D+200>500 = 5D>300 = D>60

Min. Earning if Distance =0

Option | Deliveries (D) Max.Earning if Distance = 100 km

a
(a) 80 2400 2600
| (b) | 85 | 2425 2625
C
L e | 2450 2650

But,distance per delivery is unknown.

80, 85 or 90 deliveries may require more than 100 km.
So, we cannot say which option definitely meets both
conditions.

4. Shortc;ut /| CSAT Trick

" If two conditions are given but relation between variables is ‘

unknown — Answer is usually (d) Insufficient Data.

A
.

5. Final Answer

ANSWER: (d) The question cannot be

answered due to insufficient data

\




03 July 2026

Language in
conversation

Vaishali R. Venkat

“Genie, you've been off the radar for so
long. Where on earth have you been?”

“Oh! Little Moon, I flew back to my
roots to let my voice echo through the
ballot box.”

“You giant Genie! You can’t even
squeeze your little finger into the box, yet
you're bragging about a ballet inside it!”
“Oh! Moon! It’s ‘ballot’, not ballet. Long
ago, people were afraid of whispering
their voting choice out loud. So they

dropped a secret ball into a box called
‘ballotta’ in the Venetian dialect of Italian.
Over the years, it became the mighty
‘ballot,” which means a system of secret
voting to pick the leader of your choice.”

“Is ‘ballot’ a noun or a verb, Genme?”

“Both, Moon! In the sentence, “The
villagers dropped their votes into the
ballot box,” it’s a noun. But in “The
committee decided to ballot its members
on Martin’s appointment,’ it’s a verb.”

“I get it now. Ugh, I don’t like elections
a bit. People curse, shout and throw bad
words at each other like confetti! It’s all

noise everywhere.”

“My little sunshine! It isn’t confetti that
decorates the air during a celebration. It’s
‘mudslinging,’ an act of throwing insults
or unfair accusations at someone to
damage their reputation. It’s a noun,
Moon. For example: The election
campaign was full of ‘mudslinging’.”

“Little Moon scrunched her face. “Ha
Ha! Genie, if enough mud gets splashed
on a person, people would probably shut
their doors on them forever.”

“You naughty little Moon! You crack
jokes that once someone’s smeared with
enough mud, nobody would welcome
them anymore; in real life, secretly
shutting someone out like that is called

‘blackballing’.”

“OMG! Another little ball has bounced
into elections now! What do you mean by
that, Genie?”

“Ah, little Moon! ‘Blackballing’” means
voting against allowing someone into a
group or organisation. Long ago, secret
clubs used tiny balls for voting. A white
ball welcomed a candidate in, but even a
single black ball could reject them
completely. That’s why secretly shutting
someone out is called ‘blackballing’. And
Moon, it acts both as a noun and a verb.
For instance, Blackballing was common in
old secret clubs. It’s a noun here. When
you say, “They are blackballing the new
candidate,” it’s a verb.”

“Oh no, Genie! Do grown-ups ever play
fair in elections?”

“Genie scratched his beard. “Well...
some do, Little Moon. But others try very
sneaky tricks to win. For instance,
sometimes people even redraw the voting
maps so that their favourite side gets
more seats. That twisty trick is called
gerrymandermg’ ¥

“Gerry... what?” Moon blinked.

“Moon, some election maps get twisted
and stretched like chewing gum in a
child’s hands. ‘Gerrymandering’ is when
people in power change the borders of
voting areas so that more people inside
them will vote for their favourite party
and help them win the election.”

Origin of ‘ballot”: from ltalian ‘ballotta’
meaning small ball.

Ballot: noun (voting box) and verb
(to vote).

Represents secret voting and democratic
choice.

Mudslinging: campaign of insults and
false accusations.

Harms reputation, derails issue-based
politics.

A threat to healthy democracy and
deliberation.

Blackballing: voting against someone
for entry or acceptance.

Reflects exclusionary practices in
groups and politics.

Undermines fairness, transparency and
inclusivity.

Gerrymandering: manipulation of
electoral boundaries.

Aims to secure unfair advantage in
elections.

Weakens democratic representation and
citizen trust.

Language shapes understanding of
politics and democracy.

Words carry history, culture and civic
lessons.

Power of vocabulary enhances awareness
of governance issues.

UPSC Pointers:

v

v
v
v

Relevance for GS Il - Polity (Elections,
Democracy, Representation).

Key Issues: Fair Elections, Electoral Reforms,
Political Ethics.

Thinkers Link: Democracy - J.S. Mill, B.R.
Ambedkar.

Example: Importance of clean language for
clean politics.
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Free Indo-Pacific priority for India, Japan: PM

Modi praises deal over defence tech for maritime
security; Takaichi expresses concem over Gulf

Both countries are ‘perfectly aligned’, Japanese
PM says and stresses on ‘strategic cooperation’

Suarabh Trivedi
Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELHI

“free and rules-

based Indo-Pacific”

is a common priori-
ty for India and Japan,
Prime Minister Narendra
Mod said on Thursday
while welcoming his Japa-
nese counterpart, Sanae
Takaichi. Mr. Modi said In-
dia and Japan would jointly
develop technologies that
would help in maintaining
maritime security and “re-
gional peace”.

“India and Japan are
among the biggest econo-
mies of the world. A free,
prosperous and rules-
based Indo-Pacific is our
shared priority. We will
jointly pave the way for
peace, stability and pro-
gress for the entire region,”
Mr. Modi said.

“In the field of defence,
India and Japan have done
the first agreement for co-
development of projects.
This agreement on naval
radio antenna will open a
new chapter of defence
technology partnership.
Now, we will jointly deve-
lop such technologies that
will help in maintaining re-
gional peace, maritime se-
curity, and strengthen
rules-based order,” Mr. Mo-
di added.

Maritime security

Ms. Takaichi, who arrived
in New Delhi on July 1 for
her first visit to India as
Prime Minister, renewed
her call for an updated free
and open Indo-Pacific
(FOIP) and emphasised the
need for “strategic cooper-
ation”. She said that the
two countries were “per-
fectly aligned”.

Countries seal at least 129 MoUs on technology,
investment and Al; Japan may invest $1 trillion

Boosting ties: Prime Minister Narendra Modi with his Japanese
counterpart Sanae Takaichi in New Delhi. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

Mr. Modi and Ms. Takai-
chi attended an economic
session in which Indian
and Japanese companies
sealed 129 memoranda of
understanding on technol-
ogy, investment, and artifi-
cial intelligence.

According to a docu-
ment shared by the Exter-
nal Affairs Ministry, Japan
is on track to invest $I tril-
lion across States, includ-
ing Haryana, Odisha, Mah-
arashtra, Gujarat, and
those in the northeastern
region.

hemg. e, Awil highl Shaeli.
the importance of mari-
time security as the key to
maintaining regional sta-
bility in the Indo-Pacific.

“Expansion of maritime
security is especially im-
portant for regional peace
and stability,” Ms. Takaichi
said, highlighting the har-
mony between Japan's call
for FOIP and the Govern-
ment of India's emphasis
on ocean as a “shared
space” that can sustain
economic growth and safe-
guard sovereignty.

“In o Taidst of interna-
tional affairs in disarray,
the establishment of such
an inter-complementary
cooperative  relationship
has become ever more im-
portant,” she stated.

She expressed concern
about the situation in the
Gulf region, where at least
31 Japanese vessels remain
stranded near the Strait of
Hormuz.

Modi, Takaichi
unveil Maruti
Suzuki plant

NEW DELHI

At the India-Japan Joint
Economic Forum on Thursday,
Narendra Modi and Sanae
Takaichi inaugurated Maruti
Suzuki’s fourth vehicle
manufacturing facility at
Kharkhoda in Haryana. This
plant will be one of the largest,
Suzuki Motors head Toshihiro
Suzuki said. » PAGE 12

Defence cooperation
The two sides also an-

nounced deepening of bi-
lateral defence coopera-

tion through joint military
exercises, particularly na-
val exercises in the Indian
Ocean and expanding Mar-
itime Domain Awareness.

Interacting with the me-
dia on Thursday evening,
Japanese officials said that
bilateral cooperation in de-
fence equipment and tech-
nology was progressing
through industry agree-
ments. They emphasised
that the defence technolo-
gies being exported were
intended for “defence pur-
poses and not for warfare”.

The two sides highlight-
ed the need to collaborate
in addressing energy se-
curity needs against the
backdrop of the disruption
in the Persian Gulf region
and supported the idea of
“strategic stockpiling of
crude oil” to serve bilateral
requirements. Japan is di-
versifying energy suppliers
in the backdrop of the cri-
sis in West Asia, said Japa-
nese officials.

India and Japan reaffirm commitment to a
free, open and rules-based Indo-Pacific.

Shared priority: peace, stability, and
progress in the region.

Emphasis on ocean as a “shared space”
for growth and sovereignty.

First agreement for co-development of
naval radio antenna technology.

Joint development of technologies for
maritime security and rules-based order.

129 MoUs signed in technology,
investment and Al.

Japan on track to invest $1 trillion across
Indian states and the Northeast.

Japan-India alignment on FOIP and
Maritime Security.

Both countries are “perfectly aligned”.

Concern over Gulf region; at least
31 Japanese vessels remain stranded
near Strait of Hormuz.

Defence cooperation deepened.

Joint military & naval exercises in the
Indian Ocean.

Expansion of Maritime Domain
Awareness (MDA).

Collaboration on energy security.

Support for strategic stockpiling of
crude oil.

Japan diversifying energy suppliers
amid West Asia crisis.

India-Japan Special Strategic &
Global Partnership.

Linked to Act East Policy & Indo-
Pacific Strategy.

Key themes for UPSC: Maritime
Security, Defence Tech, Investment,
Energy Security, FOIP.
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A hold on Al

Al holds scientific promise, but it should

not unfold unchecked

he UN’s Preliminary Report of the Inde-

pendent International Scientific Panel on

Al drives at a few fault lines in the rapid
investment into and proliferation of Al technolo-
gies: the Global South-Global North divide, with
nefits of the diffusion of advanced Al models in
different industries; and the challenge poorer
countries face in regulating models far more ad-
vanced than what their own Al ecosystems can
develop. These divides force emerging countries
to choose between capital-intensive undertak-
ings to get a seat at the table, or to accept the
hand dealt to them by the half-dozen companies
whose decisions shape Al access and use. These
divisions are all the more urgent when seen in the
light of what makes a country a voice that matters
in Al: abundant electricity, highly capitalised
firms that employ scarce talent with high salar-
ies, and a drive to plow through policy resistance
with a competitive zeal to outdo last month’s cap-
abilities. While the report highlights Al technolo-
gies’ transformative potential in scientific re-
search, its development is far more rapid than
that of social media - an industry that had time to
act responsibly yet deformed public discourse
and affected democracies, even as people were
more or less able to tell what was going on in real
time. It is unclear whether individual countries,
even China or the U.S., have enough power to

meaningfully arrest how Al develops.

Al firms acting irresponsibly have already
caused harms that would not be tolerated in any
other industry. Al models have ensnared teenag-
ers and adults in parasocial fantasies that have so-
metimes turned fatal; they have flattened the
world wide web, grievously injuring the news
media’s ability to deploy resources in their res-
pective missions to inform the public; they have
unleashed an epidemic of deepfakes, undermin-
ing trust in the written word and images alike;
and they have deeply intertwined their promises
of Artificial General Intelligence with global fi-
nancial systems, with possible catastrophic eco-
nomic consequences. The most important task
for governments is how to hold these firms to ac-
count when needed, as taking a backseat on this
conversation — even if industry leaders ignore the
Global South’s concerns - carries far greater
costs. India has already experienced the cost of
not asserting itself in the technology develop-
ment of the decade: even as Anthropic’'s Mythos
and Fable held out the tantalising promise of se-
curing vast cyber systems, the U.S. pulled access,
leaving the firms that had these models to ponder
the risk of a different model succeeding at attack-
ing their infrastructure. There is a limit to visions
of Al as a geostrategic asset; much needs to be
done to address its potential for broad damage.

¢ UN Independent International Scientific Panel on Al report
highlights Global South-Global North divide.

® Advanced Al models concentrated in a few companies.

¢ Emerging countries face choice: invest heavily or accept
dependency.

e Decisions of a few firms shape global Al access and use.

Al leadership depends on abundant electricity, high capital,
top talent, and policy push.

e Countries compete to outdo latest capabilities.

e Al's pace exceeds social media era; risk of unregulated
consequences.

Social media took time for regulation; Al may outpace
governance.

® No single country, even U.S. or China, may control Al
development.

® Al harms already visible: parasocial fantasies, mental health
impact.
® News media resources weakened; trust in information

undermined.

® Deepfakes erode trust; AGI linked with financial systems,
risking economic instability.

e Al firms acting irresponsibly cause harms beyond acceptable
limits.
¢ Accountability mechanisms for Al companies are weak.

¢ Governments must ensure accountability when needed.

¢ Ignoring governance leads to far greater future costs.

¢ India faced cost of not participating in tech development
decade.

U.S. restricted access to key Al models (e.g., Mythos, Fable).

e Dependency creates risk to national cyber infrastructure
security.

e Autonomy in critical technologies is essential.

® Limitations of viewing Al purely as a geostrategic asset.

Need global cooperation on Al governance.

® Focus on preventing broad societal, economic and security
damage.

® Responsible innovation + strong regulation required.

Key Takeaways for UPSC
v/ GS Il - Governance, Global Institutions, Technology Governance
v GS Il - Science & Tech, Internal Security, Economy
v Key Themes - Digital Divide, Al Ethics, Accountability, Cyber Security
v Importaid for Essay — Technology, Responsibility & Future of Humanity




he birth of Savita (name changed) in

Mandsaur district, Madhya Pradesh, 14

years ago was a moment of celebration for
her family. The Banchhada community she was
born into — a denotified tribe in Madhya Pradesh
traditionally associated with sex work -~
welcomes the birth of girls, who are often viewed
as future breadwinners. Yet, when a team of
human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccinators recently
approached Savita's family, they were
apprehensive. “Will she be able to work?” they
asked candidly, worried about the vaccine’s
future impact.

Their hesitation was neither unexpected nor
isolated. Although cervical cancer is the second
most common cancer among Indian women,
preventive health-care initiatives often grapple
with low levels of awareness and social stigma.
Cervical cancer vaccination faces a distinct set of
challenges — low cultural sensitivity around
sexual health and gender bias, coupled with
vaccine hesitancy — making it a pressing public
health concern.

In light of this, the Government of India
launched a nationwide cervical cancer campaign
on February 28, 2026, providing free HPV
vaccinations to 1.15 crore girls aged 14-15 years.
India bears a quarter of the global cervical cancer
burden, reporting over 1.2 lakh new cases and
80,000 deaths annually. Since nearly 95% of
cases are caused by high-risk HPV strains,
vaccination offers a significant preventive

breakthrough.

From data to coverage

To implement the programme effectively and
inclusively, the Mandsaur district administration
adopted a data-driven, decentralised and
adaptive strategy. For exhaustive coverage, the
most vulnerable and often overlooked
populations were targeted first.

Girls from difficult-to-reach communities ~
Banchhadas, nomadic tribes, urban slums, and
school dropouts —- became the starting point.
These "missed populations” are at greater risk of
falling off the radar of government service
delivery.

At the grassroots, the challenge is often not
vaccine hesitancy but data invisibility. Leveraging

’.

Collector and District

Magistrate, Mandsaur,
Madhya Pradesh

03 July 2026

A shot at life, Mandsaur’s model for HPV vaccination

multiple government databases ~ Rashtriya Bal
Swasthya Karyakram (RBSK), SAMAGRA MP (a
citizen-centric social security platform by the
Government of Madhya Pradesh) and Ladli Laxmi
Yojana hyper-localised target lists were created.
Fragmented records were transformed into
actionable intelligence. Door-to-door surveys and
tracking through SAMAGRA IDs ensured that
eligible girls did not fall through statistical gaps.
School and anganwadi enrolment gaps over the
years were meticulously analysed to prepare
village-level Master Line Lists. Rapid identification
of ‘low-coverage/high-resistance” areas enabled
groups geographically also enabled customising
communication strategies, tailored to cultural
sensitivities.

Reducing barriers through ‘nudges’
Behavioural insights played a pivotal role in
grassroots’ saturation. The district relied on the
“Nudge Approach” that helped design an
environment where vaccination became the
default choice. This helped in effectively breaking
down grassroots barriers such as reluctance,
inertia, social discomfort. Health-care workers
informed families that their daughters were ‘due
for vaccination’, rather than asking them to
choose to vaccinate. Families who refused
vaccinations received repeated counselling visits
by health-care teams. Schools and local bodies
arranged transportation to eliminate logistical
barriers, simplifying access.

Misinformation hoaxes and myths around
vaccine-induced infertility resulted in initial
resistance. To counter rumours, the
administration launched targeted awareness
campaigns involving Gen-Z influencers and youth
icons. National-level athletes, young doctors,
students, religious leaders and media
personalities voluntarily joined the effort to
promote vaccination and dispel misconceptions.
Social norms and peer networks served as
powerful “behavioural nudges”. Local events
publicly felicitated vaccinated families and
recognised vaccinated girls as peer champions,
sparked both collaboration and competition.
Recognition was given to both top performers

and the most improved. “Digital nudges™ and
At the cutting-edge implementation level,
resistance often manifests as delay, doubt, and
discomfort rather than outright refusal.
Vaccinations were conducted exclusively under
medical supervision at visible health-care
facilities, normalising the practice of adolescent
girls’ vaccination. Experiences of women affected
by cervical cancer were shared to create
emotional resonance and encourage informed
decision-making. Counselling sessions
reduced and replaced distrust with dialogue.

Strategy to impact

The HPV campaign was further integrated with
on-going health-care programmes. Routine
immunisation days, antenatal care clinics and
the Pradhan Mantri Surakshit Matritva Abhiyan
sessions were used to promote HPV awareness
and conduct vaccination drives. When women
accessed one service, they became more
receptive to another, creating avenues for
‘bundling’ of health-care service delivery.

- The results were significant.

In less than 40 days, Mandsaur achieved 100%
of its veccination target - 493 vaccination
sessions were conducted through 12
permanent and 27 temporary vaccination
sites across the district. Girls who met the crit.
from 893 villages and 100 urdan wardy, wessze
belised, moving from planning on paper to
protecting the population.

The magnitude of India’s health-care challenge
must be met with the measure of its grassroots’
actions. Policy design must bridge the yawning
gap between intended outcomes and empirical
“nudges” in implementation can leverage the
human tendency to opt for preset choices.
Dovetailing health-care data and grassroots
bridge the last mile and deliver the final dose.
By moving from coverage to care, from data to
impact, Mandsaur turned a formidable public
health challenge into a collective mass
movement

moven e dstrict’s inclusive vaccination
an demontated how a simple shot in the
arm can truly become a fair shot at life.

Mandsaur (MP) achieved 100% HPV
vaccination target in < 40 days.

493 sessions across 12 permanent
& 27 temporary sites.

893 villages & 190 urban wards
covered.

Nationwide campaign launched on
28 Feb 2026.

Free HPV vaccination for
1.15 crore girls (14-15 years).

India: 1.2 lakh+ new cervical
cancer cases & 80,000 deaths
annually.

HPV causes ~95% of cervical
cancer cases.

Cervical cancer is the 2nd most
common cancer among Indian
women.

HPYV vaccine is highly effective
as a preventive intervention.

Data sources: RBSK, SAMAGRA
MP, Ladli Laxmi Yojana.

Tools: Door-to-door surveys,
SAMAGRA IDs, Master Line Lists.

Strategy: Geotagging, micro-
planning, targeted outreach.

Nudge Approach used to make
vaccination the default choice.

Counselling, transport support &
health worker follow-ups.

Digital nudges & red-flag alerts
improved accountability.

Integration: Routine immunisation
days, ANC clinics, PMSMA.

Social norms & peer networks
built trust and awareness.

Behavioural insights + data =
high coverage & impact.
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® Pragmatic — amagia 3R afomseh gfeaor aren
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FREE INDO-PACIFIC
PRIORITY FOR INDIA, JAPAN

+ FOIP is shared strategic

p priority.
INDIA « Naval radio antenna tech
" co-development agreed.

» MDA, naval exercises to
be expanded.

JAPAN

+ 129 MoUs signed on tech,

Al & investment.

« Japan to invest $1 trillion
in India over time.

Indo-Pacific Strategy « Maritime Security
India-Japan Partnership * Tech Cooperation

SC QUASHES NCLT ORDER
FOR USING Al CASE LAW

+ SC set aside NCLT order
using fake Al precedents.

« ‘Zero tolerance’ for Al
hallucinated case laws.

* Human oversight
essential in judgments.

» Bar Council of India to
frame Al norms.

Al

« Draft Al Regulations for
Courts, 2026 released.

Judiciary + Al Governance * Rule of Law

Human Oversight « Judicial Integrity

India One | Newspaper Today |

€) Arowona

Al + Al improves efficiency
— | / but needs safeguards.
" 'Human » Human accountability
Supervision remains non-negotiable.
{ — « Al hallucinations can
Ethical undermine credibility.
| Use
+ « Transparency and
f Responsible ] oversight are vital.
_Outcomes | + Regulation must evolve

with technology.

Al Ethics « Responsible Innovation
Transparency « Accountability

A SHOT AT LIFE: MANDSAUR'S
MODEL FOR HPV VACCINATION

+ HPV vaccine prevents
cervical cancer.

+ Community awareness
drives acceptance.

+ School-based outreach
boosts coverage.

+ Early vaccination gives
maximum protection.

+ Mandsaur shows value
of local participation.

Public Health + Preventive Healthcare
Universal Immunisation «+ NCD Prevention

WELFARE PROMISES AND
FISCAL CONSTRAINTS

+ Rising subsidies raise
fiscal pressure.

+ Limited fiscal space

to expand spending.
LEARE . |
| PROMISES FiscAL,  * Public debt remains
-—— CONSTRAINTS  a key concern.

+ Targeted welfare
is the need.

+ Outcome-based and
efficient spending vital,

Fiscal Policy « Public Finance « Subsidy Burden
Fiscal Responsibility «+ Outcome Budgeting

CAN SPACE ONCOLOGY
REVOLUTIONISE CANCER
TREATMENT?

+ Microgravity affects
cancer cell behaviour.

+ Helps in drug discovery
and therapy testing.

+ Supports precision
medicine research.

International
collaboration needed.

« Future potential for
space-based trials.

Space Technology * Biotechnology
Cancer Research + Precision Medicine

VIKRAM-1, INDIA'S FIRST
PRIVATELY DEVELOPED
ORBITAL ROCKET

+ Developed by Skyroot
Aerospace.

= =

+ Mission Aagaman launch

window: 12 July-4 Aug
2026.

« Launch from SDSC-SHAR.

+ Validates propulsion,
guidance, separation.

=)

« Opens path for commercial
orbital launches.

Space Sector Reform + IN-SPACe
Private Industry « Launch Vehicles

@ UNWELCOME SURGE

» Recent rise in violence
and instability worrying.

+ Threatens social ‘
cohesion and security.

« Timely policy response
essential.

+ Strengthen policing
and intelligence.

+ Uphold rule of law
and human security.

Internal Security « Rule of Law
Social Stability + Human Security

NIMHANS OPENS DATABASE

ON SLEEP DISORDERS AFTER
STROKE PATIENTS
g B e
@ Zz « 100 overnight PSG
Z recordings.

Focus on ischemic
stroke patients.

=

+ Supports sleep disorder
research.

» Published in ' Scientific
Data’ journal.

Health Research « Medical Data
Digital Health « Sleep Disorders

03 July 2026

p Username feature: Telegram,
Signal get notices from govt.

» Navy foils piracy attempt in
Gulf of Aden; three vessels
still in captivity, IMO warns.

p Default bail only if charge
sheet is not filed on time: SC.

» Has the expansion to 48
teams affected the quality
of the World Cup?

» Indian, Japanese PMs
inaugurate Maruti Suzuki’s
fourth plant.

» Submarine cable project linking
India, Malaysia, Singapore
unveiled.

» Trump's $46 billion ‘smart wall’
project races ahead along
U.S.-Mexico border.

» New, inexpensive Chinese
Al model is catching up
with OpenAl.

» Rupee falls 19 paise to close
at 95.35 against U.S. dollar.

» VB-G RAM G rolled out from
A.P. village in nationwide
launch.

® Indo-Pacific includes Indian & Pacific Oceans.
® Strait of Hormuz links Persian Gulf to Gulf of Oman.

® HPV vaccine prevents most cervical cancer cases.

® IN-SPACe promotes private space sector in India.
® MDA improves maritime situational awareness.
@ iSLEEPS dataset has 100 overnight PSG records.
@® NCLT functions under Ministry of Corporate Affairs.
® Default bail under CrPC Sec 167(2).

® IMO is the UN body for maritime safety & security.

Vocabulary

® Pragmatic — Practical and realistic in approach.
® Insidious — Harmful in a subtle or hidden way.
® Alacrity — Promptness and eagerness.

® Sagacious — Wise and insightful.

® Numinous — Having a spiritual or profound
influence.
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