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fn PUBLIC EXAMINATIONS
AMENDMENT BILL, 2026

» Strengthens Public n

Examinations Act.
* Targets organised FAIR EXAMS

cheating networks.
« Stricter investigation &
prosecution.
» Ensures fairness & transparency
in recruitment exams.
* Protects merit & equal opportunity.
» Covers UPSC, SSC, Banks, Railways,
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NATIONAL e-VIDHAN 1

APPLICATION (NeVA)
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« Digital platform for paperless
legislatures.

¢ Enables e-notices, e-bills,
e-questions.

¢ Committee management
& real-time proceedings.

¢ More State/UT legislatures

sign MoUs.

¢ Promotes transparency
& efficient functioning.

& reduces fossil dependence.
« Critical for India’s clean energy future.
|

,» Value Addition: Energy storage
is key to reliable & round-the-

. clock clean power. Energy Transition  security & value addition. Clean Coal
Intermittent Renewables - g0y SO0 smg;:ym Cosl - Gosification > Syngas > FOEE
| PM e-VIDYA & DIGITAL '/ ) PV svANidhi & URBAN 1 (
LEARNING EXPANSION LIVELIHOODS

* PM e-VIDYA promotes universal
digital education.

* Components: DIKSHA, One Class
One Channel, Digital textbooks.

¢ Ensures equitable & inclusive
learning.

» Strengthens learning outcomes
through digital tools.

* Addresses learning gaps.

« Complements classroom teaching.

e-VIDYA

Keywords: BESS, Pumped Storage,
Grid Stability, Renewable Energy,

,, a4

Keywords: PM e-VIDYA, DIKSHA,

high capital cost, emissions.

Value Addition: Transition
technology for energy

Keywords: Coal Gasification,
Syngas, Hydrogen, Methanol,

street vendors.

¢ Collateral-free working
capital loans.

¢ Encourages digital payments.

¢ Builds credit history.

¢ Enhances financial inclusion
& livelihood security.

« Strengthens urban informal
economy.

I
|
‘ * Micro-credit scheme for

Keywords: PM SVANidhi,

Value Addition: Empowering
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INDIA'S NATIONALLY
DETERMINED CONTRIBUTIONS

¢ India submitted updated
NDC under Paris Agreement.

¢ Reduce emissions intensity
of GDP.

* 50% cumulative installed
electricity from non-fossil
sources.

¢ Create additional carbon
sink of 2.5 to 3 billion tonnes.

¢ Achieve Net Zero by 2070.

NTA examinations. e Part of Digital India initiative. = Aligns with Panchamrit Commitments. =
Value Addition: Upholds Article Keywords: Faimess, Integrity, fv.u.. Addition: Strengthens Keywords e-Govemance. Value Addition: India balances Keywords: NDCs, Paris
14 & 16; aims to restore trust in Transparency, Accountability, democratic institutions Paperless, Legislature, development with climate Agreement, Net Zero 2070,
India’s examination system. Merit, Equal Opportunity through technology. Digital Democracy, NeVA responsibility. Panchamrit, Climate Action
. |
Cheating Networks Stricter Law & Fair Examinations | Lacislathie Business Paneriess Efficient & [ il e ee=a @ bles & Carbon Net Zero
Targeted - Investigation > Outcome = 2 Digitised -» Pr:):eessing - Tmrfspamm mm;:m - en;.\:: E:;ansi on -»> by 2070
~ A = Legislatures |
\. / —_— = et S
'S T T = o T v B O e —— — >
|
a GRID STABILITY AND B COAL GASIFICATION & | B DIGITAL INDIA
ENERGY STORAGE CLEAN COAL TECHNOLOGIES BHASHINI INITIATIVE
* Renewable energy is intermittent » Converts coal into syngas » Al-powered multilingual
by nature. e e (CO + H,). COAL GASIFICATION PROCESS language platform.
> EQ“QY storage ensures \ \ S « Products: Hydrogen, « Enables real-time translation
b g = IS Methanol, Fertilisers, & speschiecagition:
« Technologies: BESS, Pumped \ Chonicak  Promotes local language
Storage, Green Hydrogen, = ‘ \ ; -3 — ‘ governance.
Thermal Storage. | * Better utilisation of domestic coal. o iErbances diaital incliadion
¢ Helps in peak demand * |  Reduces import dependence. COAL SYNGAS & accessibil'i?y.
3 g:‘ams:::m' Sranaiithe » Cleaner than direct combustion. (CO+H,) « Workshop held for legislative
G » Challenges: Water intensive, GASIFIER governance.

» Supports Bharat’s language dlvers:ty

Keywords: BHASHINI, Al,
NLP, Multilingual, Digital
Governance, DPI

Value Addition: Strengthens
Digital Public Infrastructure
for inclusive India.

Languago:lochnology 3 Roal~;ir:1noc Lr:.:;htoon £ Accessible Digital
g THE MAKING OF A
SPORTING NATION

e Sports drive human development
& national capacity.

* Initiatives: Khelo India, Fit India,
TOPS, SAls, NSU.
» Promotes grassroots participation,
» Boosts sports economy & jobs.
e Enhances soft power &
national integration.

» Focus on infrastructure,
coaching & sports science.

Keywords: Khelo India, TOPS,

Value Addition: Sports build

Value Addition: Digital education : : . 3 :
: ; e - " . treet vendors for At rbh Livelihoods, F | Incl ;
for All - Access, Equity & Quality. Digital Learning, Equity, Inclusion ;!::a . e s|trv:et Ve .s:l: .'!M:ic‘:o -cre::tm stronger, healthier & united India. :ﬁg‘;gﬁmy Grassroots,
T Accessible Learning Quality Education . r " / Global .
Digital Resources —» Anywhere o for All > L""‘""°°d Grassroots Development —» Talent & Infrastructure —» 3 m:mng
Loan Soppor! D.gml Payments Credit History
.\7 e _) \\ -/J \
4
OTHER IMPORTANT ONE-LINERS
India’s fight to combat Quality of education Mines Ministry assumes r Courts must be accountable Jal Jeevan Mission

Hepatitis - Awareness,
screening & treatment
under NVHCP.

£

strengthened through charge of Sekri Keshav i
Central University ' Chandra IAS as m
Infrastructure & digital OO0 Secretary.

initiatives.

amid democratic strain:
Strengthening institutional
trust & transparency.

expansion & rural
water supply schemes

progressing.
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QUESTION

“The redrawal of national boundaries in the twentieth century reshaped the global
political order but also created enduring geopolitical challenges.” Critically examine.

HOW IT RESHAPED THE GLOBAL POLITICAL ORDER

EMERGENCE OF NATION-STATES

New countries emerged after World War |:
Poland, Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, Finland,
Baltic States (Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania).

END OF COLONIAL EMPIRES

Decolonisation after World War |l led to
independence of India, Pakistan, Indonesia,
Ghana, Nigeria, Kenya and many others.

COLLAPSE OF OLD EMPIRES

German, Austro-Hungarian, Ottoman, Russian
and later Soviet empires gave way to modern
sovereign states.

RISE OF INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

Establishment of the United Nations (1945)
promoted sovereign equality, collective
security and peaceful dispute resolution.

. .

KEY EXAMPLES OF BOUNDARY REDRAWAL IN 20TH CENTURY

’—

o —
Resulted in the
emergence of a
new world order

(5) RECOGNITION OF SELF-DETERMINATION o RISE OF ETHNO-NATIONALISM
* * The principle of national self-determination independence Breakup of Yugoslavia and Soviet Union
became central to international politics and and international revived identity-based conflicts and
the legitimacy of statehood. cooperation. challenged territorial integrity.

ENDURING GEOPOLITICAL CHALLENGES

BORDER DISPUTES

Many borders remain contested:
India-Pakistan (J&K), India-China, Russia-Ukraine,
Israel-Palestine, South China Sea disputes.

ETHNIC & SECTARIAN CONFLICTS

Artificial borders ignored ethnic, linguistic and
tribal realities, leading to civil wars and
separatist movements in Africa and West Asia.

REFUGEE & HUMANITARIAN CRISES

Partition of India (1947), Palestine (1948),
Balkan conflicts (1990s) and West Asian
wars caused massive displacement.

COLD WAR DIVISIONS

Ideological rivalry led to division of Germany,
Korea and Vietnam, creating long-term
tensions and proxy conflicts.

J/
\ /

EUROPE AFTER WW I EUROPE AFTER WW II

S

ASIA AFTER WW II

DECOLONISATION IN ASIA & AFRICA COLLAPSE OF SOVIET UNION (1991)

* New states: Po-land. . f;emany divided * Korea divided « Independence o s oot 0 e 15 new independent
-, Czechoslovakia, into East & West. along 38th }— : of India (1947) / o ol g T
;:?::l;:::;:mland' ¢ e 4 Po‘land's border & - parallel. - O "i’ N Indonesia (1949), il N A S \ Russia, Ukraine,
= ° Gc'f“a't‘y lost + Soviet Union territories: . o Nigeria (1960) % 3¢ Rz 8 Y Uzbekistan
territories; new expanded Korea, Taiwan, o d Q- TN . & . '
boundaries - _ W o e & Armenia,
in Eastern Manchuria, ! others. Georala s
. inEastern Pacific Islands. I 4 eorgia etc.
Europe. Europe. acific Islands Ve

MAJOR CAUSES OF REDRAWAL IMPACT: POSITIVE VS NEGATIVE CONTEMPORARY RELEVANCE

and new peace settlements.,
. . T == v Emergence of sovereign
Versailles, Saint-Germain, Trianon, X
PEACE TREATIES Sévres, Lausanne etc. redefined borders, independent states.
NATIONALIEM Rise of natlondl consclosaness asxd damand v End of colonial domination.

- e e o Spread of democracy and

national identity.

v

End of colonial rule in Asia and Africa

DECOLONISATION after 194S.

Strengthening of international

law and institutions.
COLLAPSE

OF EMPIRES

O/v CONCLUSION

Disintegration of Ottoman, Austro-Hungarian,
German, Russian and Soviet empires. Greater emphasis on human

rights and self-governance.

¢

"The redrawal of national boundaries in the twentieth century transformed the world from empires to nation-states
and accelerated decolonisation. However, many borders were drawn without due regard to ethnic, cultural and historical
realities, leaving behind disputes that continue to challenge peace and stability. Lasting harmony requires inclusive
governance, respect for international law and peaceful resolution of territorial conflicts.

NEGATIVE OUTCOMES ONGOING CONFLICTS
Russia-Ukraine, Israel-Palestine, South
X Arbitrary borders leading to China Sea, Indo-Pacific tensions.
disputes.

BORDER DISPUTES
India-China, India-Pakistan, Armenia-
Azerbaijan, Nagorno-Karabakh.

X Ethnic conflicts and 9
separatist movements.
X Refugee crises and

human suffering. o

SEPARATIST MOVEMENTS
Kurdish issue, Catalonia, Scotland,
X Geopolitical rivalries Xinjiang, Taiwan, Kashmir.

and proxy wars.

X Threats to territorial
integrity and stability.

STRATEGIC COMPETITION
Control over resources, trade routes
and buffer zones continues.

O
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1. INTRODUCTION

Redrawal of National
Boundaries refers to the

7/,

creation, division, merger

or alteration of political
borders due to wars,

treaties, revolutions,
decolonisation, ethnic
conflicts or geopolitical
agreements.

The two World Wars
profoundly reshaped
the political map of
Europe, Asia, Africa
and the Middle East.

4. REDRAWAL AFTER WORLD WAR Il (1939-45)

DIVISION OF GERMANY

GERMANY

Divided into East Germany (USSR)
and West Germany (USA, UK, France).
Berlin divided into four sectors,

POLAND

Boundary shifted westwards,

Lost eastern territories to USSR;
gained German territories in the west.

SOVIET UNION EXPANDED

parts of Finland and Bessarabia.

JAPAN LOST
Korea, Taiwan, Manchuria and
Pacific Islands.

KOREA DIVIDED
Along the 38th Parallel into
North Korea and South Korea.

VIETNAM DIVIDED
Later divided into North Vietnam
and South Vietnam.

D@ 0L N

7. MIDDLE EAST - NEW BOUNDARIES 8. END OF COLD WAR (1991) - FURTHER REDRAWAL 9. PRINCIPLES BEHIND BOUNDARY REDRAWAL

Annexed Baltic States, Eastern Poland,

PEACE &
NEW BOUNDARIES

(1945-1990)

ol 2. MAJOR CAUSES |

WARS

PEACE TREATIES

NATIONALISM

DECOLONISATION

COLLAPSE
OF EMPIRES

5. DECOLONISATION & NEW BOUNDARIES

First World War (1914-18)

| 3. REDRAWAL AFTER WORLD WAR | (1914-18)

EMPIRES THAT COLLAPSED

Second World War (1939-45)

Versailles (1919), Saint-Germain,

Trianon, Sevres, Lausanne etc.

e German Empire
e Austro-Hungarian Empire
¢ Ottoman Empire

® Russian Empire

Rise of self-determination
movements and ethnic
aspirations.

Independence of Asian and
African countries after 1945,

Ottoman, Austro-Hungarian,
German, Russian Empires
and Soviet Union (1991).

¢ Two-Nation Theory
e Communal tensions
¢ Mountbatten Plan

M I8 s ™

NEW COUNTRIES CREATED

EUROPE BEFORE 1914

TERRITORIAL CHANGES

Poland (Restored) °
Finland

Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania
Czechoslovakia
Yugoslavia

Austria, Hungary

Germany lost Alsace-Lorraine
(to France), Polish Corridor,
Saar Basin, colonies.

Italy gained South Tyrol,
Trentino.

Romania expanded -
Transylvania.

B EUROPE AFTER 1919 R

6. INDIA & PARTITION (1947)

CAUSES

PARTTION OF INDIA (1947)

|
|
|
i
1 5 India  Pakistan  Srilanka Myanmar Indonesia :
d ;} East. \\ (1947)  (1947) (1948) (1948) (1949) OUTCOME f
) m’ X British India divided into |
West {\.« K. India and Pakistan. :
GG'“‘N\Y \Q /' AFRICA | -
_ (USA, UK, I 2 !
LS — a
<~ > S=i11==F i a
b R Ghana Nigeria Kenya Algeria CONSEQUENCES E b
KOREA DIVISION ,/‘ﬂ'): (1957) (1960) (1963) (1962) e Largest mass migration in history ! \'\ ,
(1945) _ ol el P e Communal violence : )
; * Refugee crisis : \\
3 d-)‘°'('3:s's<:;“ e . e Kashmir dispute ‘
38th . Decolonisation ended colonial rule
Parallel ‘g,;._,',_,,_m and led to emergence of many
%> South Korea sovereign nation-states.
} (USA);

After the collapse of the Ottoman Empire, new states
emerged under the influence of Sykes~Picot Agreement

(1916) and League of Nations Mandate System.

TURKEY

Iraq

Syria
Lebanon
Jordan
Saudi Arabia

PALESTINE = °

Modern boundaries
often ignored ethnic
and tribal realities,
leading to future
conflicts.

DISSOLUTION OF

SOVIET UNION (1991)

1S independont

republics emerged

including: .

* Russia a ,,.J"

Ukraine ;

Belarus O IE

Kazakhstan ~ 0 00 4

Uzbekistan “':;g"' 8

* Armenia "

* Georgia
and others.

\\'6’ 5

2 I

BREAK-UP OF

CZECHOSLOVAKIA (1993)

YUGOSLAVIA (1990s)

New countries:

Peacefully divided into:

* Slovenia

+ Croatia ¢ Czech Republic

* Bosnia & * Slovakia
Herzegovina

* North Macedonia | Known as the

* Serbia Velvet Divorce.

+ Montenegro - n..vi

. Kos.ovo : »(:- : ‘.' CZSC“ .
(partially recognised) " REPUBLIC

10. CONSEQUENCES OF REDRAWAL 11. CONTEMPORARY RELEVANCE 12. KEY TERMS

Q POSITIVE

* Emergence of sovereign
nation-states

¢ End of colonial rule

* Growth of democracy
in many regions

* Rise of international
organisations

© neounve

Border disputes

Refugee crises

Ethnic conflicts & civil wars
Separatist movements
Geopolitical instability

D

¢ Russia-Ukraine conflict

Isracl-Palestine dispute

Kosovo recognition issue
India-China boundary dispute

India-Pakistan dispute over
Jammu & Kashmir

South China Sea territorial claims
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Nation-State

Self-Determination .

Buffer State
¢ Mandate System

* Sovereignty * Ethno-nationalism
* Decolonisation * Geopolitics
* Partition ¢ Territorial Integrity

SELF-DETERMINATION
Nations should choose their own political status.
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BALANCE OF POWER
Prevent dominance by a single power.

STRATEGIC INTERESTS
Military and geopolitical considerations.

ETHNIC & CULTURAL IDENTITY
Borders based on language, religion or ethnicity
(often imperfectly).

13. FLOW OF EVENTS
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World Wars Collapse of Peace Redrawal of New Nation-

Empires Treaties Boundaries States
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Geopolitical

Decolonisation United Nations Cold War

Conflicts
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Srijan India One | Main ONE | World Wars

+ The First World War (1914-18) and * Arms race, naval competition 1914 German invasion of Belgium; Battle of Marne
Second World War (1939-45) were ‘ MILITARISM (Britain vs Ger'many)..Military 1915 Trench warfare begins; Gallipoli Campaign
the two largest conflicts in history. central to foreign policy.

£ . 1916 Battle of Verdun; Battle of Somme

» They reshaped global politics, - .j!. Triple Alliance (Germany, Austria- ’ £
economies. societies and the future o '@‘ ALLIANCE SYSTEM Hungary. ltaly) Vs Triple Entente 1917 Russian Revolutlon. USA enters war
of nations. - (Britain, France, Russia). 1918 Allied offensives; Germany surrenders
(11 November 1918)
» Key outcomes: End of empires, rise -~ Competition for colonies, markets,
of ideologies, UN, Cold War and IMPERIALISM raw materials. Crises in Morocco, . )
Decolonisation. R/ African colonies, Middle East. e =

Pan-Slavism, German nationalism,
l NATIONALISM Fren?h desi.re for_ Alsace-Lorraine,
“ “‘ Serbian nationalism. Balkans:
‘Powder Keg of Europe”.

3 — RN, ~
IMMEDIATE CAUSE: 28 June 1914 - Assassination of
Archduke Franz Ferdinand in Sarajevo by Gavrilo Princip.

Austria attacked Serbia — Alliance system pulled

Europe into war.
i o o — — - o 8 ' Neutral
< - ,

4/ WORLD WAR | - MAJOR INVOLVEMENTS P

. EE Allies ,
\ B Central Powers ‘

/ / =4

4. CONSEQUENCES OF WORLD WAR | 5. WHY DID WORLD WAR Il OCCUR? 6. MAJOR EVENTS - WORLD WAR Il (1939-45)
A + German, .Ottomar.v. Austro-Hungarian Y/ \ Treaty of Versailles 1939 Invasion of Poland; Blitzkrieg in Europe
P POLITICAL and Russian Empires collapsed. %" Humiliation of Germany created 1040 Fall'of Brance: Battla of Biiteln

* New nations emerged in Europe. anger and desire for revision.

== . 1941 Operation Barbarossa; Pearl Harbor
- +« Heavy destruction, inflation, war debts, Gt b = (1929) 3 i :
:%"" ECONOMIC . gconomic decline of Europe. I\\ e 1942 Battle of Midway; Turning Point

.., Economic crisis, unemployment and 1944 D-Day (Normandy Landings)

S RO ONUSA S world [HOweY. instability favoured extremists.

* Millions killed and injured. 1945 Battle of Berlin; Hiroshima & Nagasaki;
:‘; SOCIAL +« Women entered workforce. .e. Rise of Dictators Japan surrendered (15 August 1945)
‘ « Rise of labour movements. PN Hitler (Germany), Mussolini (ltaly),
Militarists (Japan). -
¢ Treaty of Versailles (1919): War Guilt 3 3
@ INTERNATIONAL Clause, reparations, territorial losses, Failure of League of Nations
army restrictions — deep resentment. @ Failed to stop aggression in Manchuria,

s Raneus of Muvess Alnad for sence Ethiopia, Rhineland, Austria etc.

but failed due to lack of US support,
no military force, weak enforcement.

4 ¥ Policy of Appeasement
y Britain & France's policy of Appeasement.

»

Versai
Key Feature Trench Warfare Blitzkrieg, Total War " Eescism & ' WW-II United % A.).P. Taylor World War Il resulted from diplomatic failures,
S — . — S— - — ¥ AT = - = N ' » y
Institution Crested League of Nations United Nations ' 4 Nazisr Lo (1939-45) Nations (1945) - miscalculations and the ambitions of dictators.,

«' E.H.Carr Failure of collective security and appeasement
Cold War e Decolonisation = ’ encouraged aggression and led to global conflict.
)

Munich Agreement (1938) encouraged 5 —— ==y \ ‘
Hitler's expansion. WORLD WAR Il - MAJOR ALLIANCES | Sl 'Y
- Bl Allies /
IMMEDIATE CAUSE: 1 September 1939 - Germany B Axis Powers '
invaded Poland. Britain & France declared war. . |
L Neutral )
7. CONSEQUENCES OF WORLD WAR I 8. IMPACT ON INDIA
& ooumcaL  + Endof Fascism: Germany divided: Japan occupied; DURING WORLD WAR | DURING WORLD WAR II
T Emergence of USA & USSR superpowers.
— — —— - POSITIVE MAJOR EVENTS
: * Marshall Plan; Reconstruction; Bretton Woods 2 2
Germany Italy Japan %"‘i G Institutions (IMF, World Bank). * Growth of industries * August Offer (1940)
R — m—— T; t:d ' N“' — 1-545_9— e o; l * Rise of Indian capitalists « Cripps Mission (1942)
- t ~ > e tc
ALLIED POWERS @) smemumonar * LU TS (19605 Teson Seauity Developmen - Home Rule Movement « Quit India Movement (1942)
k‘ V ., vs USSR-led communist bloc.
- ) E *x . + Decolonisation: Asian & African nations demanded « Inflation, heavy taxation
m m S e— e o freedom. Empires collapsed. _ « Food shortages W Britain emerged
toat . TECHNOLOGICAL * Advances in radar, jet aircraft, nuclear energy, economically weakened;
Britain France USSR USA China computers, medicine. POLITICAL EFFECTS 2 Indian independence
—‘ —_— —— = — *« Montagu Declaration (1917) bacame nauitabla
233 sociaL S « Government of India Act (1919)
* Rowlatt Act, Jallianwala Bagh
9. COMPARISON: WORLD WAR | vs WORLD WAR II Nationalism intensified.
Aspect . World War | (1914-18) | World War Il (1939-45) imperiatism | E Militarism i o ‘ |
. Trigger Assassination in Sarajevo Invasion of Poland { - — y _1 = . - - :
‘ Major Cause Alliance system & Imperialism | Fascism, Versailles, Depression | ‘ 11. HISTORIANS' VIEWS
t . 1 ww-I| e illes Treaty SRl  Economic  PA
Duration 4 Years 6 Years (1914-18) (1919) Crisis (1929) 3 Eric Hobsbawm  1914-1991 constituted the “Short Twentieth Century”
b : dominated by wars, revolutions and ideologies.
. Death Toll ~16-20 Million ~70-8S Million

———— — — ——

Long Term Outcome = Rise of Extremism

Cold War & Decolonisation




