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n Rashtriya Gokul Mission (RGM) m B PMAY-Urban 2.0

* Launched in 2014 under DAHD. « Full form: Vivad Se Vishwas | - « Launched in 2024 by MoHUA.

Breed
. Relief to MSME
. Foc.us on conservation of e * ¢ Goal: Housing for all eligible
indigenous bovine breeds. « Aim: Reduce contractual dispute urban poor.
Bisal & litigation burden.
Livelihoods U

* Improves genetic merit & Genetic ¢ Components: BLC, AHP, ISSR,
) pgradation

milk productivity. » Ensures faster settlement of CLSS, Affordable Rental Housing.

* Key tools: l\"ez:ox-soﬂed semen, dues for MSMEs. « Promotes sustainable & green
e on. * Improves liquidity & ease of housing.
¢ Supports Gokul Grams & doing business. —— T
Kamdhenu Breeding Centres. ¢ Uses technology-driven
9 m Eé « Promotes harmony between Faster Settlement innovative construction.
. Strengthens rural livelihoods & buyers & suppliers. — Better Business
dairy sector. w ( 'J;czomy ) TSmorts Ataisidnies Bhacet G Arcinant . :zzmmes to inclusive &m.
& MSME growth. '
|
Value Addition: India is the world's largest milk producer. Value Addition: Reduces litigation, boosts MSME competitiveness. Value Addition: Linked with SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities).
Keywords: Indigenous Breeds, DAHD, Livelihoods, Genomics , LKcaywords: MSME, Litigation, Ease of Doing Business, Settlement - Keywords: Housing, Urban Poor, MoHUA, Inclusion |
3 T J

E Indigenous High-Speed Watercraft (AVEM 5C)

n National Disaster Management Plan (NDMP)

¢ Prepared under Disaster Mitigation » Sustainable use of ocean ¢ Developed by DRDO - high-
Management Act, 2005. resources for growth, speed shallow water craft.
 Comprehensive blueprint for « Key driver for food security — A « Enhances maritime mobility &
all stages of disasters. l & livelihoods. —— riverine operations. =z
« Covers prevention, mitigation, E% * Initiatives: PMMSY, FIDF, i A * Supports coastal security
preparedness, response, Disaster | Sagar Parikrama. : & surveillance. =
Py . M Sustainable Use — =3 _ el
recovery & reconstruction. Reconstruction aﬂagelmeﬂt Preparedness o Enhances aquaculture, | = — ¢ Showcases India's defence \ Indigenous Technology }
« Prepared by NDMA. \ Cycle | infrastructure & value chain. | [ Economic Growth J _ technology capability. : = \
¢ Involves Centre, States, UTs - » Promotes conservation of Al ) ~ | * Promotes self-reliance in \ M.m":‘ — )
& line ministries. marine ecosystems. ‘ critical technologies. —
- Operational Advantage ]
» Ensures coordination & a0 5 * Strengthens India’s maritime ¢ Boosts Make in India & ; S gE—
resource optimisation. kiin Ea— ’ economy. indigenous R&D. ’ Aatmanirbhar Bharat }
Value Addition: Aligns with Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction. Value Addition: India’s EEZ > 2 million sq km; Coastline ~7,500 km. { Value Addition: Strengthens defence preparedness & riverine capability.
Keywords: NDMA, DMP Act, Mitigation, Response, Reconstruction . Keywords: Blue Economy, PMMSY, Fisheries, Sustainability ) Keywords: DRDO, Defence Tech, Maritime Security, Self-Reliance
LN — o7 N \ J

National Standards for Civil Service

NMCG: Al-based Forecasting & Early Warning E Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA)

| Training Institutions (NSCSTI)
* NMCG adopts Al-based weather — ( ) B * Standards to improve training a * Regulates foreign contributions
forecasting & early warning. ( @E,) . quality & outcomes. to NGOs & associations.
* Enhances flood prediction 2 * Promotes competency-based n I I I H i e
at district level. Al & Data Weether capacity building. (amended in 2020).
: Analytics Forecasting J ——— .3 et
* Uses Al, GI.S. remote sensing v — e « Supports Mission Karmayogi . ! - . Admmnster?d by Ministry of [ Foreign Contribution }
& hydrological models. objectives. { Quality Training Home Affairs. X
2e2 : Early Warning \ / ihi - ——"
* Improves decision-making “)) Al * Strengthens accountability : I . Ensur.es tra.nsparency. accountability [ Regulated Use J
& disaster preparedness. & governance. Competency Building & national interest.
3 . ) ren— 7
* Supports Namami Gange ‘ ‘ ¢ Uses iGOT Karmayogi platform. ‘_ | . Manfl?tory .Aadhaar. SBI. account, fia=c & Accountability }
Programme. ; Bottor GOvernance administrative expense limits. L pemm—)
. : Timaly Action & Risk ) Enauras Lnifore excenenos « Strengthens internal security & > )
* Strengthens river basin Reduction across training institutions. . i : b:_f:mst [‘ National Interest |
management.  Citizen-Centric Administration Py ‘ )
Value Addition: Technology-driven climate adaptation & DRR. Value Addition: Key pillar of civil services reforms. Value Addition: Balance between openness & national security.
Keywords: NMCG, Al, Flood Forecasting, Namarmi Gange Keywords: Mission Karmayogi, iGOT, Capacity Building, Governance Keywords: FCRA, MHA, Regulation, Transparency, Accountability
o e J
f Other Important One-Liners N\
India is the : PMAY-U 2.0 aims at NDMP covers the : Blue Economy ensures . Mission Karmayogi
world's largest : ‘Housing for All’ in entire disaster cycle sustainable use of ocean strengthens civil
milk producer. § urban areas. from preventionto resources for growth ; Q services through
: reconstruction. : & livelihoods. : competency building.
N 5
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SHADWEEP?

CORAL PARADISE OF INDIA « BLUE ECONOMY « MARINE BIODIVERSITY

3. HISTORY & HERITAGE

—m Ml 2. LOCATION & MAP

B Capital :  Kavaratti &~y N . !
R Formation : 1 November 1956 « In the Arabian Sea, ';' b o A @ Ancient Period
(UT Status) off the coast of Kerala. LAKSHADWEEP . « Part of ancient maritime trade
@ Official Languages : Malayalam, English e Situated between 8° ISLANDS ¢ M :<°““:5?8‘:‘:‘“:' '"":; with
#  Widely Spoken :  Jeseri, Mahl to 12° N latitude and S ol \ 2 erala & Arab world.
»% State Animal :  Butterfly Fish 71° to 74° E longitude. OB o , 4 @ M;dli'::' '::"h:_ ' ?
; . , * Rule olathiri rulers an
a State Bird :  Sooty Tern e Consists of 3 island ° 3 -9 -l YA = I.K" 2
y Arakkal Kingdom.
State Tree :  Coconut Palm groups - Amindivi, A o . !
¥  State Flower :  Not Officially Declared Laccadive and Minicoy. KAVARATTI i ‘ KERALA\ ’ @ Colonial Period
#4 Population (2011) : 64,429* . : + Came under Briti..v.h control
(*Census 2011) o | . after the fall of Tlpu Sultan.
R Area : 32sq, km AMINDIVI ~ > Mod
; - ¢ ISLANDS ARABIAN SEA 32 odern History
i@ Literacy Rate : 91.85% (*2011) ¢ 08 L = @ « Became a Union Territory
\ on 1 November 1956.
IMPORTANT FACTS * Kavaratti Lagoon 9 N\ « Renamed Lakshadweep in 1973.
% India’s smallest Union Territory. » Agatti Lagoon 8 gmwe —
* India’s only coral atoll archipelago. S Bangerenillagodh NEARBY flil UNESCO Heritage '
% Comprises 36 islands, of which 10 are inhabited. o iMicat Lagosn RO ¢ Kerala (Mainland) * No UNESCO World Heritage
% Nickname ~ Coral Paradise of India. ' ytag _. 8 ;LTND o Arsbian Ses Site in Lakshadweep.

= —

8 4. ECONOMY
* Major Sectors v

¢ Fisheries, Tourism,
Coconut-based industries,
Coir products, Marine
resources,

& Industries

* Coir, Copra, Coconut oil,

6. CULTURE & TRADITION
* Folk Dances

« Lava Dance, Kolkali, 'y 7y )
Parichakali, ‘~ ‘ ;““
Folk Music

+ Boat songs, Dweep
(traditional songs).

% Major Crops

¢ Coconut, Banana,
Breadfruit, Vegetables,
Tuber crops.

% Horticulture
+ Papaya, Mango,

Rty m

Lava Dance

d W

: : Chilli, Coriander 2
:::;r.co'::::ng, (small scale). Hacm?mnf:’sct S
« Coir ucts, Cocon
@ Infrastructure 58 Livestock shell':::h, Canoe building.
« Connected by air and sea * Poultry, Goats,

to Kochi, Mangalore Pigs (limited). Languages .

and Mumbai. B e . mo::yaslow:: s.::son.
é ONF Traditional Tuna Fishin - « T ipi P

g una, Skipjack tuna,

* Agatti Airport (main),
Helipad at Bangaram,

Cultural Practices

« Strong influence of Kerala
and Arab culture.

Reef fish, Lobsters. Lobster

Key Fact: Lakshadweep has huge potential in Blue Economy s : -
7 including tuna fishing and marine tourism. . . Gl Tags: Notified Gl products ~ Nil

— — - \_

7. FESTIVALS 8. ENVIRONMENT & BIODIVERSITY ) ; 9. TOURISM & HERITAGE
& Eid-ul-Fitr l _

National Park Major Attractions

O
;e‘l;::;:: the end i i « No national park. « Agatti Island, Bangaram Island,
v Minicoy Island, Kavaratti,
& Eid-ul-Adha Wildlife Sanctuary < ST _edR
« Important religious m « Pitti Bird Sanctuary Religious Sites - e
festival. (Important). . (U':;a Mosguo, Jama Masjid Minicoy Island
R . arattl),
d&& Milad-un-Nabi e, Ramsar Sites > >
« Birth anniversary of ats . Minicoy Thundi, Activities
Prophet Muhammad. Pitti Bird Sanctuary. N A - : + Scuba Diving..' Snorkelling,
& Muharram a'h. Marine Biodiversity - . A WG Kayaking, Sailing.
. Commom:f:tos thou : « Coral reefs, Sea turties : . Eﬂ & thtago'
& S O A ke Dolphins, Reef fish, Coral Reefs LSS Janst coitms,
Celebrated in some islands. Eid Celebration in LaRShadw“p Green Sea Turtle, Sooty Tern, Dolphins

Key Species:

10. UPSC VALUE ADDITION 11. RAPID REVISION - 15 KEY FACTS o 12. LAKSHADWEEP AT A GLANCE N

£ Prelims Facts - Smallest UT, 36 islands, Coral Atoll, Pitti Bird Sanctuary. © Copital - Kavaratti © Mojor Fish - Tuna @ Smallest Coral Atoll Rich Marine Biue Economy Low Populstion
g Mains Points : Blue Economy, Marine Biodiversity, Climate Change, 0 Status - Union Territory @ Protocted Area ~ Pitti Bird Sanctuary e Union Territory Archipelogo Biodiversity Potential Density
Coastal Erosion, Sustainable Island Dovelopment. € Formation - 1 Nov 1956 B Romsar Sites - Minicoy Thundi,
. . - T Eco-Ti Vulner
E Current Affairs Linkages : o Total Islands - 36 Pm'l Bur'd Senctuery - @ :“mmm'y @ S«wunk & o:mmmm ,’lﬁ :::n.::‘ Cﬁmn:l:':‘h::m
Coral bleaching, Sea level rise, Sagarmala Project, © inhabited Istands - 10 @ Moin Airport - Agatti Airport \
Sustainable Fisheries, Coastal Regulation. 0 Island Groups ~ Amindivi, @ Main Lagoon - Kavaratti Lagoon — :
B Strategic Importance Laccadive, Minicoy D Coral Atols - Yes 13. WHY LAKSHADWEEP MATTERS?
Located along vital sea lanes in Arabian Sea. o oww-w&w @ Sea - Arabian Sea ocaceni Mol ¢ Vadnorshie 0o End Marks P Sustabnehi
Important for maritime security and SAGAR Vision. Widely Spoken - Jeseri, Mahl % Baodmersity & Bivo Econcemy Climate Change Secwity bland Growth
0 Main Crop = Coconut
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India’s ICI gets an updated
series: what has changed?

The Centre has released a revised series of the ICI, updating the base year, sectoral coverage and weights.

Here is what has ndanged and what it means for industrial growth

The story so far:
he Union Government has

released an updated series of

its Index of Core Industries

(ICI), which is a key measure of
how the main industrial sectors in India’s
economy are doing. This update now
brings the ICI on a par with other recently
updated metrics such as the national
accounts (Gross Domestic Product and
Gross Value Added), inflation, and the
Index of Industrial Production (IIP).

What are the key changes in the new
ICI series?

The previous ICI had a base year of
2011-12, which was significantly outdated.
So, the first major update of the new

ICI series is the change in base year and
base weights. The base year now is
2022-23. This makes the

data more reflective of current reality
and thus makes it a more useful gauge of
industrial activity.

The second major change was to
increase the number of sectors covered to
nine from the previous eight. The eight
sectors earlier covered were coal, crude
oil, natural gas, refinery products, steel,
cement, electricity, and fertilisers.

Now, the government has added that
coking to the intensive use of iron ore in
industrial production; it has been added
to the list of core industries.

Other sectoral changes include
calculating steel production on a gross
output basis rather than a net output
basis so as to bring this in line with the
[IP, which is the other major industrial
production metric.

The revised ICI uses updated series
weights to calculate the Index. The base
weight of 4.905% in the index, leaving
that much less of the total share to be
distributed among the other sectors.

The next sector has seen its
downward revision in its significance,

with its weight coming down from 10.33%

to 5.36%. The natural gas sector, too,
saw a major downward revision from
6.88% to 3.18%. Refinery products saw
its weightage reduced from 28.01% to
22.57%.

Some sectors increased in significance.
The electricity sector, for example, now
makes up 30.39% of the entire index, up
from the earlier 19.85%. The fertilisers

sector saw its weightage increase
marginally to 2.73% from 2.63%.

Which sectors have gained or lost
weight in the new ICI?

The inclusion of the iron ore sector and
the resultant increase in the total number
of sectors to nine would naturally lead to
a redistribution of the weights among the
sectors. Further, according to the
government, it has revised the weights in
the new series of the ICI to reflect the
weights of the same sectors in the IIP.
But of these factors have led to a

significant redistribution of weights

weight of 4.905% in the index, leaving
that much less of the total share to be
distributed among the other sectors.
The next sector has seen its
downward revision in its significance,
with its weight coming down from 10.33%
to 5.36%. The natural gas sector, too,
saw a major downward revision from

6.88% to 3.18%. Refinery products saw
its weightage reduced from 28.01% to
22.57%.

Some sectors increased in significance.

The electricity sector, for example, now
makes up 30.39% of the entire index, up
from the earlier 19.85%. The fertilisers

sector saw its weightage increase

marginally to 2.73% from 2.63%.

Have these revisions changed the final

growth picture?

There is certainly a difference in the data
output generated from the old series and

- the new series for the same periods of

time. However, these variations become
smaller when scaled up over time and as
you move further back. That is, while the
May 2025 growth of the ICI has been
revised from 0.9% as per the old series to
2.2% in the new series, the full year
growth for 2024-25 was only revised from
1.1% to 1%.

Hence, just because the series has been
updated, it does not mean the industrial
growth picture has been altered.

Y

ICl is a key indicator of how core
industries are performing.

Aligns with updated national
accounts, inflation, and IIP.

Helps assess industrial growth
more accurately.

Base year updated from 2011-12
to 2022-23.

More realistic and relevant
reflection of current economy.

Steel production now measured
on gross output basis.

Eight sectors earlier; now
expanded to nine.

Iron ore sector added.

Other sectors: coal, crude olil,
natural gas, refinery products,
steel, cement, electricity,
fertilisers, coking.

Significant change in weightage of
sectors.

Electricity: 19.85% —» 30.39%

Refinery products: 28.01% —>
22.57%

Natural gas: 6.88% — 3.18%
Coal: 10.33% = 5.36%

Iron ore (new): 4.905%

Weights now aligned with IIP
sectoral weights.

Ensures consistency across key
industrial indicators.

Redistribution due to new sector
and updated structure.

Revisions do not significantly
change growth picture.

May 2025 growth revised from
0.9% = 2.2%

Full year 2024-25 growth revised
from 1.1% = 1%

Long-term trend remains broadly
unchanged.
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know your
English

When someone sneezes why do
people say, “Bless you"? (Mita Paul,
Vishakapatnam)

This is based on a superstition. People in
the old days believed that whenever
someone sneezed, the individual’s soul
came out with the sneeze. To prevent the
soul from escaping, they sought divine
intervention ~ they called upon the
Almighty to “bless” the sneezer and keep
his/her soul inside. This is just one of the
theories going around. Although people
these days do not believe that an
individual’s soul will escape along with a
sneeze, the expression “Bless you™
continues to be used.

How do you pronounce “joie de
vivre”? What is its meaning? (B.
Sajith, Calicut)

The ‘j’ is pronounced like the ‘s’ in
‘pleasure’, ‘measure’, and ‘treasure’. The
next sound is like the ‘w’ in ‘wet’, ‘web’,
and ‘wed’. The final sound in ‘joie" is like
the ‘a’ in ‘path’, ‘bath’ and ‘ask’ - the way
these words are pronounced in British
English. The ‘e’ in the second word ‘de’
sounds like the ‘a’ in ‘China’. The ‘j’ in
‘vivre' is like the ‘ee’ in ‘meet’, ‘see’, and
‘bee’. The final ‘e’ is once again like the ‘a’
in ‘China’. The main stress is on the first
syllable of “vivre’. And what does the
word mean? It is a French expression
which means “joy of living"”. Here are a
few examples.

Sonya's joie de vivre was the envy of many
of her colleagues.

People tend to say, “the media is”.
Shouldn’t it be “the media are”?
(Satish Pradhan, Pune)

The word “media” is the plural of
“medium” and it is generally used to refer
to radio, television, newspapers, etc. -
things generally associated with mass
communication. Since the word is
considered to be plural, it is only logical
that the verb that follows it should be
plural too. These days, however, “media”
can be followed by a singular or a plural
verb. In the beginning, we thought of the
various media as being separate entities.
When we use a singular verb after
“media”, we are thinking of the various
media as a single entity.

What is the difference between “a
few” and “few”? (V. P. Acharya,
Timpathi)

Let’s take a hypothetical situation.
Suppose there is a ‘bandh’ and you don’t
expect anyone to come to work. You go to
your office and you find that ten of your
colleagues have turned up. You are quite
surprised and happy. In this context you
would say, “A few people turned up for
work”. “A few" means “some". In this
case, your focus is on the number of
people who turned up for work. If your
focus is more on the people who didn’t
turn up for work rather than those who
did - then you would say “few"”. Few
people turned up for work. In this context

“few” means “hardly any”.

What is the meaning of the
expression “to carry coals to
Newecastle”? (D. Sudheer Kumar,
Nagarjun Sagar, AP)

Newcastle is a place in the north of
England and it is well known for its coal
mines! So if you are carrying coals to
Newcastle, you are merely wasting your
energy; you are doing something
unnecessary.

Published in The Hindu on May 8, 2001

“Bless you” originated from the belief that
sneezing caused the soul to escape.

» People invoked divine blessings to
protect the soul.

» The tradition continues, though the belief
is no longer followed today.

’

@ ‘“Joie de vivre” (French) means “joy of living”.

» Pronunciation guide:

s’

e ‘j'="s’(pleasure)

’

e ‘oi’ = 'wa’ (wet)

e ‘e’in‘de’ = 'a’ (China)

e ‘e’ at end of ‘vivre’ = ‘a’ (China)

» Stress on first syllable of ‘vivre”.

‘ “Media” is plural of “medium”.

» Traditionally takes plural verb
(media are).

» Now can take singular verb (media is)
when viewed as a collective entity.

» Usage reflects evolving language
with changing perception.

® 'Afew” =some (positive sense).
» Used when some quantity is more
than expected.

» “Few” = hardly any (negative sense).

» Used when quantity is less than
expected.

» Context determines the choice.

‘ “To carry coals to Newcastle” means
doing something unnecessary.

» Newcastle (UK) is famous for its
coal mines.

» Example: Wasting effort on something
already abundant.

@ Language reflects culture, beliefs and
evolving usage.

» Understanding word origins and usage
enriches communication.

» Precision in expression depends on
context and intent.
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What India’s young people are saying about families

sk a grandmother in India what has

changed since her time, and she will not

talk to you about fertility rates. She will
talk about her granddaughter, who finished
college, has a city job, and is in no hurry to starta
family. She will say it with pride and concern in
the same breath, a blend the data reflects too.

The UNFPA survey

- On World Population Day this year (July 11),
UNFPA released the Demographic Futures
Survey, the largest study of its kind, with over
1,08,000 young adults surveyed across 73
countries. It asked a simple question: not
whether young people still wanted partnership

and family, but what stood between them and it.

(This year, India’s Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare set the theme, “Healthy Timing and
Spacing of Pregnancies” or HTSP, a remindnttha
at the heart of every demographic number is a
question of choice: whether young people can
decide, freely and on their own timeline, when
and how to build their families.)

India’s fertility rate has settled at two children

per woman, below the replacement level of 2.1.
Some will hear that and reach for words like

“baby bust” or “population crisis”. At UNFPA, we

see something else entirely. This is not a warning
sign but the outcome of sustained government
investment across decades, in girls' education,
the National Health Mission, and expanding
contraceptive choice and maternal health

services. The share of young women married

before 18 years has fallen from 23.3% to 20.1% in

just the last few years. That is a policy
achievement India’s institutions can rightly take
credit for.

But numbers tell more than one story at
once, and if we stop at the good news, we miss
what young India is trying to say.

Ask young people directly, and most want
what generations before them wanted. Across the

Andrea M.
Wojnar

UNFPA

Representative in
India and part of
Team UN in India

Young Indians
still want
families, but the
conditions they
seck reveal their
aspirations,
anxieties,

and changing
realities

country, four in 10 women and a third of men say
that two children is their ideal family size. The
Demographic Futures Survey found the same
pattern across countries: young people are not
turning away from family life; they are asking
whether the conditions exist to build it. So why
the hesitation here? When we ask young couples
what stands between them and the life they
picture, the answers are almost always practical.
Money comes first, cited by nearly four in 10.
Then housing. Then job security. Then a very
simple, human worry: how well can we care for
our children?

That last question falls on one set of shoulders
far more than another. Young women in India

spend over five hours a day on unpaid housework

and caregiving: young men spend about half an
hour. Only 15 in every 100 young women are in
paid work, compared to 55 in every 100 young
men. These are not merely statistics. They help
explain why so many capable young women feel
that they must choose between a career and a
family, when no one should have to choose at all.

The climate change issue

There is a newer worry lavered on top of the old
ones. The survey found that nearly all young
people say climate change is disrupting their
lives, and about half say it affects their peace of
mind. Nearly half of young Indians also report
being very worried about conflict, economic
insecurity and environmental risk all at once,
among the higher rates recorded anywhere. Add
high youth unemployment and a mental health
conversation that is only beginning in many
Indian households, and a fuller picture emerges.

This is not a generation rejecting parenthood. It is

a generation asking, quite reasonably, whether
the ground beneath it is steady enough to build

On.

India is also marked by inter-State disparity.

Bihar's fertility rate stands at 2.7, while Sikkim’s is

just 1.0. Kerala, Delhi and Tamil Nadu have long
settled below the replacement level, while Bihar,
Uttar Pradesh and Jharkhand are still catching up.
These differences show that India's demographic
transition is unfolding at different speeds across
States, and that no single national policy can fully
address every State's realities.

Responding to youth aspiration
The UNFPA’s partnership with the Indian
government and communities is aimed at
translating what young people are telling us into
practical support: high-quality, affordable and
accessible childcare; families that share
caregiving more equally; continued investment in
stable, dignified work for young people entering
the labour force; and greater attention to youth
mental health, including climate anxiety, in
conversations about family and the future.
The private sector also has a vital role to play through
parental leave, flexible work arrangements and
family-friendly workplaces that enable young
people to balance work and caregiving. The
UNFPA has a unique role in the United Nations
development system as a leader in data
collection, population dynamics and
evidence-based policymaking. The Demographic
Futures Survey shows how population data can
the ground beneath it is steady enoayk to
evidence-based policymaking. The Demographic
Futures Survey shows how population data can
and must be deployed to help countries
understand, plan for and adapt to demographic
shifts.

India is home to 255 million young people aged
15 to 24 years, the largest generation this country,
or perhaps any country, has ever raised. This is
India’s demographic dividend, a window of
opportunity that will not remain open
indefinitely. The choices we make today will
determine whether this generation can fully
realise its potential before that window begins to
close. Young Indians are not walking away from
the idea of family. They are waiting for the
conditions that would let them say yes to it fully.

® Young Indians still value family;

4 in 10 women and 1 in 3 men say
two children is ideal.

They are not rejecting family life;
they seek the right conditions to
build it.

Money (40%), housing, and job
security are top concerns before
starting a family.

Care for children is a major worry.

Young women do >5 hours of
unpaid work daily vs. men ~0.5 hour.

Only 15% young women are in
paid work vs. 55% young men.

Many women feel forced to choose
between career and family.

Climate change is perceived to disrupt
lives; ~50% say it affects peace of mind.

High worries about conflict,
economic insecurity, environment.

Youth unemployment and mental
health issues add to the pressure.

India shows wide state-wise fertility
differences.

» Bihar: 2.7 vs Sikkim: 1.0.

» Demographic transition is uneven;

Y

one-size-fits-all policy won’t work.

Support needed: affordable childcare,
shared caregiving, stable jobs, mental
health support.

Private sector: parental leave, flexible
work, family-friendly workplaces.

UNFPA's role: data collection, evidence-
based policy, and helping countries adapt
to demographic shifts.

Demographic data must guide planning.

India’s demographic dividend: 255 million
youth (15-24 years).

Window of opportunity is limited.

Young Indians want families.

They are waiting for secure jobs,
support systems, and a sustainable
future.
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India’s philanthropic landscape has

changed more in the past decade than

many realise. Domestic private giving -

through family philanthropy, Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR), and individual donors
— has grown rapidly and now far outstrips annual
foreign philanthropic inflows. A new generation
of entrepreneurs is rethinking differently about
giving, while millions of Indians are entering the
markets through mutual funds, systematic
investment plans (SIP), and Unified Payments
Interface (UPI). Against this backdrop, the debate
around the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act
(FCRA) takes on a different meaning: less a
dispute about foreign funding than a chapter in
India’s move toward a more self-reliant
philanthropic future.

The first principle should not be controversial.
Every sovereign nation has both the right and the
responsibility to regulate foreign capital flowing
into organisations that shape public life. This is
neither unique to India nor illiberal: the United
States requires disclosure under its Foreign
Agents Registration Act, and Australia and several
European democracies run comparable regimes.
The question worth debating is not whether
foreign funding should be regulated, but whether
that regulation is proportionate, predictable and
efficiently run.

There is also a gap between perception and
reality. The impression is that tighter FCRA rules
have hollowed out Indian development work; the
numbers say otherwise. NITI Aayog’s portal NGO
Darpan portal lists roughly six lakh voluntary
organisations, of which only about 14,500 hold
active FCRA registration. Foreign contributions
have themselves doubled over the decade, from
about 10,000 crore to around 22,000 crore.
The sector has not been starved of money from
abroad.

The rise of domestic giving

The bigger change lies at home. Domestic private
philanthropy now exceeds ¥1.18 lakh crore a year
- more than five times foreign inflows -
according to the Bain-Dasra India Philanthropy
Report 2026.

Family philanthropy is growing at double-digit
rates as a new generation of wealth creators
comes to see giving as part of wealth stewardship.

The centre of gravity of Indian philanthropy has
quietly shifted home.

None of this erases the hardship of the
transition. A small number of organisations faced
delayed renewals, long processing times, or
cancelled registrations, disrupting work in

e
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( Building an Atmanirbhar philanthropy ecosystem )

education, health, livelihoods, and rural
development. This was not true of the sector as a
whole, but for those affected, the disruption was
real and deserves acknowledgement rather than

The transition also exposed how unevenly the
sector had prepared. Many organisations operate
with exemplary governance; others had gone
dormant or were well-meaning groups whose
expectations.

India’s companies went through a similar
reckoning over the past three decades: stronger
governance initially felt like a burden, but it
ultimately became the very thing that won
investor confidence and drew in capital. The
social sector can follow the same path. If money
is the fuel of philanthropy, trust is its currency.

Better, not tighter regulation

The goal should be better regulation, not just
tighter regulation. An administrative slip should
not carry the same penalty as fraud. A structured
path comprising deficiency notices, defined
windows to correct errors, opportunities to
provide clarification, and an independent
appellate body would protect the integrity of the
law while sparing genuine organisations
avoidable disruption. The newly launched FCRA
2.0 platform offers a real opportunity to simplify
compliance and move towards risk-based

~ supervision.

Fixing FCRA’s administration, though, is only
half the task; the larger prize is to build what we
would call an Atmanirbhar (‘self-reliant’)
philanthropy ecosystem. India’s giving has moved
through three phases: first, a reliance on foreign
philanthropy, and second, the transformation
wrought by CSR, which now channels over
240,000 crore a year into development. The third
phase must be powered by Indian families,
entrepreneurs and citizens.

The most immediate opportunity sits with
India’s fast-growing community of high-net-worth
individuals, whose giving has lagged well behind
the growth in their wealth. This is where the
largest pool of new domestic capital can be
unlocked over the coming decade, and where
policy can help most.

India’s tax framework does not yet signal that
philanthropy is a national priority. Deductions
under Section 80G are usually limited to half the
donation and capped at 10% of adjusted gross
total income. Few large donors hit those limits,
but tax policy is also about signalling intent - and
other countries have been emphatic, from

Singapore’s 250% deduction to Britain's Gift Aid
top-up and America’s carry-forward provisions.
India need not copy them wholelropy. But raising
the 80G deduction from 509% to 100%, as is
already allowed for some categories, and lifting
the ceiling to 25%, would cost the exchequer litde
while meaningfully improving the flow of
long-term social capital.

Expanding the donor base

One mechanism deserves particular mention.
Most first-generation entrepreneurs hold their
wealth in equity. not cash. A framework allowing
donations of appreciated listed shares to eligible
charities — with appropriate safeguards and a
reasonable disposal window of, say, one to three
years so that recipients can sell in orderly fashion
- could become one of the most powerful ways to
unlock domestic philanthropic capital.

The next frontier, over a longer horizon, is to
widen the base. India now has over 220 million
demat accounts, widespread SIP investing and
UPI in every pocket; the infrastructure for mass
participation already exists. If even a fraction of
households gave 100, 500 or 1,000 a month
through trusted digital platforms, millions of
citizens would become active partners in solving
the country’s social problems. The Social Stock
Exchange could do for social capital what India’s
markets did for financial capital - a trusted
to ordinary citizens through clear disclosure and
measurable impact.

The angument runs deeper than the sums
involved. Domestic philanthropy creates more
than money; it creates ownership. When Indian
citizens and businesses fund India’s own social
challenges, they bring governance, ideas,
volunteering and accountability along with their
capital, strengthening not just the non-profit
sector but also the wider social contract. That is
the real case for an Atmanirbhar philanthropy

ecosystem.

Foreign philanthropy will still matter,
particularly in research, innovation and the
exchange of ideas. But as India approaches
developed-nation status, it should complement
India's social development, not shape it. The
aspiration, in the end, is not merely to regulate
foreign philanthropy well. It is to build a country
where the overwhelming share of social
transformation is financed, led and owned by
Indians themselves.

That is the promise of an Atmanirbhar
philanthropy ecosystem - and, we believe, the
next chapter of India's development story.
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India’s domestic private giving now far
outstrips foreign philanthropic inflows.

e Driven by CSR, family philanthropy,
SIPs, UPI, and a new generation of
donors.

Sovereign right to regulate foreign
funding; regulation must be
proportionate, predictable and efficient.

e Global precedent: U.S, (FARA),
Australia, EU regulate foreign
contributions.

. Perception vs reality: FCRA curbs did
not hollow out the sector.

e ~6 lakh NGOs on Darpan; only ~14,500
have FCRA. Foreign contributions
doubled (¥10,000 cr — 22,000 cr).

Domestic private philanthropy > ¥1.18
lakh crore annually (5x foreign inflows).

e Family philanthropy growing at
double-digit rates; giving seen as
wealth stewardship.

Transition challenges: delayed
renewals, compliance hurdles.

e Uneven preparedness across
organisations; documentation and
governance gaps exposed.

Goal: Better regulation, not tighter
rules.

e FCRA 2.0 can enable risk-based
supervision, clear correction windows,

independent appellate body.

@ Build an Atmanirbhar philanthropy
ecosystem: 3 phases

~ Foreign philanthropy
— CSR-led transformation (¥40,000 cr+)

- Powered by Indian families,
entrepreneurs, citizens

Tax reforms needed:

— Raise 80G deduction to 100%

— Lift cap to 25% of adjusted gross
income

e Global benchmarks: Singapore (250%),
UK (Gift Aid), U.S. (carry-forward).

Unlock equity philanthropy:

— Allow donations of appreciated
listed shares

- Disposal window (1-3 years) for
orderly sale by charities

. Next frontier: Mass participation.

- Loverage 220M+ demat accounts,
SiPs, UPI

~ Small monthly giving via digital
platforms

~ Social Stock Exchange as trusted
platform for social capital

Domestic philanthropy creates
ownership, governance, volunteering
and accountability.

e Aim: Majority of social transformation
financed, led and owned by Indians.
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Aditya Ansh

he white-bellied heron (Ardea

insigrus) is amongst the world’s

most elusive birds, nesting

along fast-flowing rivers lined
with old growth forests.

“India has a population of six to nine
individuals distributed in three rivers:
Noa-Dehing River, Laham River and Lohit
River,” Yumlam Benjamin Bida, project
manager, Ashoka Trust for Rescarch in
Ecology and the Environment, Bengaluru,
said. “Out of these three rivers, Laham is a
tributary of the Lohit River and the river
basin harbours 70% of India’s
white-bellied herons.”

Yet on the Lohit, the Forest Advisory
Committee under the Union Environment
Ministry has granted in-principle
clearance to a 1.200-MW hydroelectric
power project that will fell more than
33,000 trees. The environmental impact
assessment for the project also omitted
white-bellied herons.

Borrowed time

“White-bellied herons have a very unique
foraging strategy due to their huge body
size® — up to around four-feet-call, Mr.
Bida said. “They hunt in shallow water
and their dietary compaosition is only fish.
They wait for the fish to come near and
then strike it.”

He added that the dam, once it is built,
will alter the water's turbidity and flow,
which could lead to the bird’s “local
extinction”.

In 1878, the British ornithologist and
naturalist Allan Octavian Hume first
scientifically described the white-bellied
heron based on specimens from the
Teesta region in eastern India. The
species is not known to occur there today.

According to Mr. Bida, it is not
unknown for substantial changes in river
conditions to lead to highly specialised
species vanishing from that landscape.

Also, "The riparian mature forest plays
a critical role for white-bellied herons,
both for rooting and nesting. The
hydroelectric power project will clear the
mature riparian forest and let it get
submerged, impacting the breeding of the
species.”

‘No human disturbance’

White-bellied herons are in Schedule I of
the Wildlife Protection Act of 1972, thus
enjoying the highest level of legal
protection. Even so, their range and
population have declined significantly in
the last century.

A 2019 review by the Tropical
Resources Institute recorded the birds in
parts of Sikkim, Nepal, Bhutan, and
Myanmar at the beginning of the 20th
century. Today, they are restricted to
pockets of Arunachal Pradesh, Bhutan,
and Myanmar.

“The white-bellied heron is known to
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A white-bellied heron in Arunachal Pradesh. "White-belliec

India’s rarest heron faces a silent end
as new dam ignores its home

Once the dam in the Lohit river basin is built, it could alter the water’s turbidity and flow, and lead to the local extinction of white-bellied herons; the bird was first described in
1878 based on specimens from the Teesta region, the species does not occur there today; in fact, it has been ‘critically endangered' since 2007

four-feet-tall. “They hunt in shallow water and their dietary composition is only fish.” RAKUMARYS (CC BY-SA)

elevations of about 1,500m above sea
level,” Murali Krishna, a wildlife ecologist
who has worked extensively in the
Eastern Himalaya, said.

“Based on my several years of
observation in Arunachal Pradesh, the
species appears to avoid even minimal
anthropogenic disturbance and usually
uses tall trees for nesting, in those areas
where there is no human disturbance.”

Overlooked in assessment

The project is being developed by Tehri
Hydro Development Corporation India,
Ltd. in partnership with the Arunachal
Pradesh government. Its environmental
impact assessment was prepared by
WAPCOS, Ltd, a consultancy firm under
the Ministry of Jal Shakti.

Although the Lohit River basin
harbours most of these birds in India, the
species did not feature in the project’s
impact assessment. According to the
minutes of the Forest Advisory
Committee meeting on December 19,
2025, State officials told the committee
the birds had not been included because
they had not been recorded within the
project’s diversion area.

The project also faced sustained
oppasition from local communities.
Roshman Tawsik, resident of the Nukung
Village and president of the District
Congress Party Committee, said residents
oppased the project since it was first
proposed in 2008. “We do not want to
sacrifice so much of our land and watch it
getting submerged,” he said.

During a public hearing in August
2025, community members questioned

variability and diverse forest types, and
they form part of a global biodiversity
hotspot,” he added. So developmental
interventions require “careful planning
and a strong ecological understanding”,
and authorities must “move from region
specific impact and look into impact at a
broader level®.

“For a species like white-bellied
herons, ... there should be a basin-level
approach, which entails assessing Lohit
basin as one connected habitat, rather
than looking at the site in isolation while
assessing impacts on nesting, roosting,
and feeding areas for white-bellied
herons,” Mr. Bida said.

Imon Abedin, a field biologist with
Aaranyak. an environmental protection
organisation, also said the species faces
multiple pressures, including changes in
river courses, removal of large river
boulders, unregulated tourism, fish
poisoning, sand extraction, and pollution.

As a result, “there is often no clear
roadmap to adequately compensate for its
ecological impacts, especially for species
like the white-bellied herons that already
exist in extremely precarious conditions.”

Mr. Krishna said he believes
conservation planning needs to move
beyond its narrow focus on charismatic
wildlife, like tigers and elephants, and
adopt a more informed approach that
would treat conservation efforts “like on a
war-footing™ and giving rare species like
white-bellied herons the same level of
urgency afforded to better-known

(Aditya Ansh is an independent
media writer in New Delhi.
adityaansh30@gmail.com)
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| ‘ White-bellied Heron (Ardea insignis)

is among the world’s most elusive
birds; India has only 6-9 individuals
across three rivers: Noa-Dehing,
Laham, and Lohit.

9 Critically Endangered since 2007.

Lohit river basin (habouring 70% of
India’s population) faces threat from
1,200 MW hydroelectric project
approved in-principle.

» Over 33,000 trees to be felled;
environmental assessment omitted
the species.

Herons are fish-specialists, feeding in
shallow water; dam will alter flow &
turbidity, leading to local extinction.

» Depend on undisturbed mature
riparian forests for nesting.

First scientifically described in 1878
from Teesta region; not found there
now due to habitat changes.

» Found in high-altitude, forested
undisturbed river stretches
(~1,500 m).

‘ Legally protected under Schedule |
of Wildlife Protection Act, 1972,
yet populations have drastically
declined.

» 2019 review: once in Sikkim, Nepal,
Bhutan, Myanmar; now confined to
Arunachal, Bhutan, Myanmar.

@ Project by THDC India Ltd with
Arunachal Govt; EIA by WAPCOS.

» Species excluded from impact
assessment as it wasn’t “recorded”
in diversion area.

' Strong local opposition since 2008;
public hearing (Aug 2025) raised
concerns over submergence and
environmental costs.

» Communities fear loss of land,
forests, and livelihoods.

¢ Experts call for basin-level
" assessment and broader ecological
planning.
» Multiple threats: river modification,
tourism, pollution, sand mining,
fish poisoning.

‘ Conservation needs urgent, science-
based, and inclusive planning with
focus beyond charismatic species.

» Treat rare species conservation
with same urgency as tigers/
elephants.
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1. RAREST HERON
FACES SILENT END

« White-bellied Heron faces
threat from Nyamjang Chhu
dam in Arunachal.

« Project site overlaps one of its
last breeding habitats.

« Scientists warn nesting &
feeding areas will be lost.

» River ecosystem vital for
breeding, feeding, movement.

« Habitat fragmentation increases
extinction risk.

« JUCN: Critically Endangered;
WPA, 1972: Schedule .

Biodiversity « Conservation « EIA
GS lIl » Environment + Species Protection

2. BETA PICTORIS b:
HIDE & SEEK

« Beta Pictoris b is a giant
exoplanet ~63 light-years
away.

+ Periodically moves behind

{ Beta Pictoris / its star; becomes invisible.

| A « One of the first exoplanets
directly imaged.

+ Helps refine orbit, atmosphere &
planet evolution models.

\\

* Improves understanding of
planet formation in young systems.

* Detection methods: transit,
radial velocity, direct imaging.

Exoplanet + Direct Imaging « Light-year

GS Il - S&T - Space Science

3. BUILDING ATMANIRBHAR
PHILANTHROPY ECOSYSTEM

Strong
Philanthropy

Govt Civil

Private
Foundations

Society

'
L Impact & Accountability

* India needs stronger domestic
philanthropy for development.

» Focus beyond charity to
strategic, long-term impact.

« More investment needed in
climate, research, innovation.

» Transparency, accountability &
measurable outcomes vital.

* CSR (Sec 135): 2% of avg net
profits on eligible activities.

« Challenges: culture, capacity,
regulation, impact measurement.

CSR « Philanthropy * Governance

GS Il - Development » Civil Society

4. WHAT INDIA’'S YOUNG
PEOPLE SAY ABOUT FAMILIES

* Youth value family but seek
equality & autonomy.

« Marriage age rising; economic
stability key.
« Preference for smaller families.
» Women prioritise education,
career & financial independence.
» Shared responsibilities &
better work-life balance.

» Families evolving, not
disappearing.

Demographic Transition « Care Economy
GS Il « Society * Social Change

5. INDIA-U.K. FTA:
A WIN-WIN PACT

« FTA offers certainty for
@ businesses in both nations.

« Tariff reduction across several
product categories.

« Better access for goods,
services & investment.

+ India gains in textiles, gems,
pharma, engineering, IT.

» U.K. gains in autos, financial
services, education, tech.

* Predictable rules encourage
long-term investments.

VAIRN

FTA « Market Access * Investment
GS Il « IR + Economy + Trade Policy

6. INDIA’S ICI GETS AN
UPDATED SERIES

« ICl base year revised from
201-12 to 2022-23.

« Core industries increased
from 8 to 9; Iron Ore added.

Steel now measured by
Gross Output.

*» Coal: only raw coal counted.
» Weight shifts: Electricity T;

* Broad growth story remains
largely unchanged.

I Coal, NG, Refinery products {.

ICI + Industrial Growth + Base Year
GS Il « Economy - Statistics

7. WILL PLASTIC NOTES BE
A BETTER ALTERNATIVE?

* RBI proposes polymer notes
on pilot basis.

« Longer life, higher durability
than paper notes.

« Better resistance to moisture
& difficult to counterfeit.

« Higher initial cost; infra &
ATMs need modification.

« Experience: Australia, Canada,
UK, Singapore, Malaysia.

* Requires recycling & public
awareness.

Currency Management « Polymer Notes
GS Ill « Economy « Banking & Finance

8. IS YASHWANT VARMA
STILL A JUDGE?

+ HC judge can resign by writing
to the President (Art 217).

+ President’s acceptance not
required; resignation at will.

* Inquiry report can still be

="

+ Removal motion becomes
infructuous after resignation.

» Loophole: resignation may
bypass removal process.
« Calls for reforms while
ensuring judicial independence.
Judiciary « Accountability « Art 217
GS Il « Polity » Constitution

F

submitted (pre-resignation acts).

9. CLEAN ENERGY PUSH:
UN CLIMATE CHIEF

- Clean energy key to India’s
transition challenges.

omn, Improves energy security,
/ reduces import dependence.
q » Creates jobs & attracts green
.\

investment.

» Transition must be just &
inclusive,

« India: Net Zero by 2070;
expanding renewables.

«» Challenges: grid, storage,
finance, critical minerals.

Just Transition « Net Zero 2070
GS lll « Environment ¢ Energy

o Lists of folly
Rankings must be outcome-based,

not compliance-driven

UG enrolments decline in India
AISHE data show first decline in
undergfaduate enrolments

9 Global wars delaying FTA talks

Conflicts disrupting negotiations,
supply chalns & trade flows.

Indlan bonds crumble as oil
surges over $90/barrel
Higher crude weakens bonds;
rises mﬂatlon & |mport bnll

Weak macro condmons to Iumlt
IT spend for 3 more years
Global demand slowdown to
constram IT spendmg

o Ed Miliband UK Forelgn Secy,
India-born Kanishka Narayan
handles Al
New UK Cabinet includes strong
Indla-connect in key roles.

0 South China Sea rivalry looms
over ASEAN meeting
Tensions likely to dominate
regnonal duscuss:ons

0 Indian Oil Corp cancels lraq
oil lifting amid attacks
Security risks near Strait of Hormuz
tragger decnston

India-U.K. FTA glves
pI'EdICtablhty for ﬁrmS
Businesses welcome certainty in

tariffs & market access.
Y J

PRELIM FACTS (9)

White-bellied Heron is among
the world's rarest birds.

e Beta Pictoris b is a directly
imaged exoplanet.

o ICI base year updated to
2022-23.

Core industries in ICl now
increased to 9.

9 Iron Ore added to the ICI series.

0 Polymer notes offer longer life
& higher security.

o HC judge can resign by writing
to the President (Art 217).

0 UNFCCC adopted in 1992 and
entered into force in 1994,

Strait of Hormuz connects
Persian Gulf & Gulf of Oman.

. 7

VOCABULARY (5)

0 Salient — Most important; key

Q Paradigm — A set of ideas forming
a model

9 Inculcate — Impress gradually

° Resilience — Capacity to recover
quickly

9 Exigency — Pressing need
or urgency




