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India’s Export Performance

(Apr-Jun 2026-27)

Exports estimated at USS 232.73
billion (Apr-Jun 2026-27).

11.37% growth over USS$ 208.98
billion last year.

Includes merchandise and services.

Services exports remain a key
strength.

Supports GDP, jobs and forex
earnings.

Reflects diversification of markets
and products.

)

Value Addition 1 ( Keywords i
High services exports — Exports, Services, Forex,
Str?pger current account CAD, BoP, Trade Growth
resilience.
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Digital Threat Report 2025-26
(BFSI Sector)

¢ MeitY releases 2nd Digital
Threat Report 2025-26 for
BFSI sector.

¢ Developed with SISA.

¢ Highlights emerging cyber
threats and attack trends.

¢ Helps strengthen cyber
resilience and preparedness.

¢ Protects financial systems
and customer data.

¢ Supports secure and trusted
digital transactions.

[ Value Addition

Cybersecurity critical for
digital economy and
financial stability.
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Keywords
Cyber Threats, BFSI,
CERT-In, Cyber Resilience,
Digital Security

Consumer Price Index
(CPI) - June 2026

CPI (Base: 2024 = 100) for
June 2026 released by NSO.
Measures retail inflation.
Used for inflation targeting
framework.

Guides RBI monetary policy.

Reflects changes in household
expenditure.

Base year updated to 2024.

Value Addition
Inflation impacts savings,
investment and purchasing
power.

Keywords

CPI, Inflation, NSO, MPC,
Monetary Policy
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Indla—Japan Defence
Policy Dialogue

8th India-Japan Defence
Policy Dialogue held in Tokyo.
Co-chaired by Defence
Secretary (India) and

Vice Minister of Defence
(Japan).

Strengthens Special Strategic
& Global Partnership.

Focus on Indo-Pacific security
and maritime cooperation.
Enhances defence industry
and technology collaboration.

e — B
T —— e Supports regional peace
and stability.
Value Addition 1 Keywords )
India-Japan cooperation Indo-Pacific, QUAD,
key to free, open and Maritime Security,
inclusive Indo-Pacific. Strategic Partnership
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5 Catch the Rain Campaign
(Urban Water Security)

MoHUA accelerates ‘Catch
the Rain' campaign.

Promotes rainwater harvesting
in urban areas.

Enhances groundwater
recharge and water security.
Encourages community
participation.

Strengthens climate resilience
of cities.

Supports sustainable urban
development.

Value Addition

Urban India needs ~40%
additional water by 2030.

Keywords

Water Security, Rainwater
Harvesting, Groundwater
Recharge, AMRUT
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8 Bharat Tex 2026 & y
Sustainable Textiles

Bharat Tex 2026 - world's
largest global textiles expo.
Showcases India's rich
craft traditions.

Promotes sustainable and
circular textile production.
Strengthens exports and
global value chains.
Supports technical textiles
and innovation.

Boosts employment and MSMEs.

Value Addition

Textiles & apparel exports
~USS$ 44 billion in 2024-25.

-

Keywords
Textiles, Sustainability,
PM MITRA, Exports, |
Technical Textiles

PM congratulates Indian
contingent for winning Gold
Medals at 56th International
Physics Olympiad (IPhO) 2026.

Progress of Kharif crop area
coverage released as on
10 July 2026.

Other Important One-Liners

NIDAR 2.0 -
Drone

3

Value Addition

India’s drone market
expected to reach
US$ 12-15 billion by 2030.

Strengthening
Ecosystem

MeitY & Drone Federation
India (DFI) launch NIDAR 2.0.

Promotes innovation and
indigenous drone tech.
Supports startups and
industry-academia linkages.
Builds skilled workforce

for drone sector.

Strengthens research, testing
and certification.

Supports Digital India
and Atmanirbhar Bharat.

Keywords
Drones, Innovation,
Startups, Digital India,
Atmanirbhar Bharat

Al-Driven Administrative
Reforms

Next phase of governance
transformation using Al.
Improves efficiency and speed
of public services.
Data-driven decision making
and policy support.
Enhances transparency and
accountability.
Citizen-centric and inclusive
governance.

Promotes responsible Al
adoption.

Value Addition

Al can add ~1% to India’s
GDP growth annually
(NITI Aayog estimate).

Keywords
Al, Governance Reform,
Digital India, Efficiency,
L Data-Driven

PIB Backgrounder - Guardians of
India’s Maritime Frontiers

Value Addition

India's EEZ ~2.37 million sq. km
(Exclusive Economic Zone).

Highlights India’s indigenous
naval capabilities.

Three indigenous naval
classes showcased.
Ensure maritime security
and coastal defence.
Protect Sea Lines of
Communication (SLOCs).
Support HADR and
maritime surveillance.
Reinforces SAGAR vision
and Blue Water Navy.

Keywords
Maritime Security, EEZ,
SAGAR, Blue Water Navy,
Indigenous Defence
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National Master Trainers'
Programme on Water
Budgeting for Gram
Panchayats begins in
New Delhi.

3rd NAMASTE Day to be
observed across Urban |
Local Bodies
nationwide.

CCl imposes penalty on

&

for anti-competitive
practices.

HP India & certain resellers

\
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Khajuraho Temples

SRIJAN INDIA ONE

STATES OF INDIA
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A\ MADHYA PRADESH./ (i

3= Sanchi Stupa B

Heart of India — Rich Heritage, Biodiversity & Resources

=~

1. QUICK FACTS

Ml 2. LOCATION & MAP N fl 3. HISTORY & HERITAGE

dance & culture.
Simhastha Kumbh (Ujjain)
¢ Held every 12 years.
Bhagoria Festival
¢ Tribal festival of colours

& community.
Tansen Music Festival (Gwalior)
¢ In honour of Tanzen.

o B Bo o B

Lokrang Festival
¢ Showcase of folk arts,

10. UPSC VALUE ADDITION

a Prelims Facts
; ¢ Dhupgarh — Highest peak in MP.
* Panna — Only diamond mine in India.
¢ Madhya Pradesh — Tiger State of India.
fh Mains Points
¢ Tribal development, PESA, FRA implementation.
¢ Ken—Betwa Link Projoct — interlinking debate.
¢ Project Choetah — Kuno National Park,
& Important Personalities
* Rani Durgavati, Tantia Tope, Lokmanya Tilak.
& Strategic Importance
¢ Contral location, resource rich, biodiversity hub,
agriculture leader.

¢ Kanha, Bandhavgarh,
Pench, Satpura,
Panna, Madhav,
Sanjay, Van Vihar,

é Tiger Reserves
¢ 7+ Tiger Reserves —
Highest in India.

* Khajuraho, Sanchi,
Bhimbetka, Ujjain,
Orchha, Gwalior Fort,
Pachmarhi, Mandu.
é Religious Sites
* Mahakaleshwar (Ujjain),

* o Omkareshwar Jyotirlings,
Biosphere Reserves Chitrakoot Dham.
*  Pachmarhi, Panna. Cullienl s g
Ak Ramsar Sites * Rani Durgavati Memorial,
* None (as of now). ; Tansen Tomb, Jahangir Mahal.
I Important Species : Tiger, Leopard, Barasingha, Gharial, Sloth Bear, Indian Wolf '

m Capital < : Bhopal 28 UTTAR A ﬁ Ancient History
&2 Largest City - Indore * Located in Central India. i 2 N PRADESH * Part of Avanti, Chedi kingdoms.
g :;;.ma:uon : 1 Nov 1956 o Bordered by 5 states. BT e ﬁ Ujjain was a major ancient city.
icial Language - Hindi LS5 A (ot 0, Medieval History
: ; : ¢ Part of Central Highlands. . P F U na .
o State Animal :  Barasingha Partof Contrel Highlsads. o8 Vi A% Paramara, Chandela,
z E e S . P e ¢ A D Gond dynasties.
Jv State Bird :  Indian Paradise Flycatcher ~ * Rich in rivers, minerals oot b e L S ., B Moderait
: ite Li and forests. LN ) N B e ern History
S Pl i o Y (BHoPAL "R & & « Part of Central Provinces & Berar
# State Tree " {Denyen GUJARAT o Nl Q P T it an SRS
fik Population (2011) :  7.26 Crore £ > ¢ Ve Ul Freedom Movement
(2023 est. ~7.40 Cl'm) : "__',.: ,-“\ -2 ..;"/ .'/ 1 - v," ) . Acﬁv. Paﬂicipa(ion in - : — A
il Area :  3,08,252 sq. km MAJOR RIVERS e o " V)\f PHYSIOGRAPHY 1857 & freedom struggle. Orchha Fort
A Literacy Rate (2011) P 69.32% * Narmada .y * Malwa Plateau ﬁ Important Personalities
* Tapi MAHARASHTRA « RaniD ;, Tantia T
- \ ¢ Bundelkhand Plateau ani Durgavati, Tantia Tope,
IMPORTANT FACTS ¢ Chambal khand Lokmanya Tilak (Indore connection),
: :"d h?f"'“ M"":::m‘ * Betwa " Phiiee Subhash Chandra Bose (Indore stay)
eart of India — located in the centre. o Ken o Narmada Valle '
o Dnmond produci?g state (Pam.\a). ¢ Son o Viive Ra 4 ﬁ UNESCO World Heritage Sites ‘ =8 =
: :;9« S::t: ;fN'gggo- mﬁ ou s o Shipra : 4 : - o Khajuraho Group of Monuments -
ome 90 9¥008. ¢ Satpura Range ¢ Sanchi =2
T
L )\ * Tawa | | | S BT Bt e Ujjain Mahakaleshwar
fﬁ R 4. ECONOMY ) y* fﬁ 6. CULTURE & TRADITION
ajor Industries 2 Major Crops Folk Dances
. Automobnlo.P.huma, ‘ o Wheat, Rice, Maize, o Matii, Rai, Jawara,
Cement, Textiles, Pulses, Soybean, <A
Food Processing, Cotton, Sugarcam. & agoria.
IT & Electronics. < Folk Music
: | fwa Horticulture * Bundeli, Malwi, Nimadi.
- Tml;.'r:'mwwg'w. Limestone, e g"“g" g‘f”“f‘“" g & Art Forms
* Copper, Manganece, Y R . . g?;\ Paintigg. e
Rock Phosphate. : ubani Style (local),
B Infrastructure o e Goat, S
. , BUITalo, .
o Woll-connected by roads, Sheep, Poultry. Q Hmdmfts. .
raitways & air. . ¢ Chanderi Weaving,
& Gl Tags Maheshwarni Sarees,
oo Key Economic Facts . Vi e Bell Metal Craft, Stone Carving.
o Largest producer of Soybean e Chandori Fabric @& Languages
2::‘::- : . * RatlamiSev * Hindi, Bundeli, Malwi,
‘ wheat éﬁﬁ';’&m : i Bagheli, Nimadi, Gondi.
1 . [ Special Products : Soybean, Ratlami Sev, Kadaknath Chicken, Oranges ] A
| 7. FESTIVALS |- | 9. TOURISM & HERIITAGE
Khajuraho Dance Festival P @ National Parks ﬁ Major Attracti - )
¢ Celebration of classical : actions

Pachmarhi

11. RAPID REVISION - 15 KEY FACTS |} 12. WHY MADHYA PRADESH MATTERS?

© cipital - Bhopal © UNESCO Sites — 3 (Knajurabo, Geographical e  Economic
0 Largest City — Indore Sanchi, Bhimbetka) Heart of India, s-z Mineral rich,
: Diamond Mine — Pa link between agriculture &
€ Formation — 1 Nov 1956 8 5 north & south x industry hub A\ 4
O Nickname — Heart of India o TigeriResurves =74 ! !
- Major C - bean
9 Highest Peak — Dhupgarh @ - . 2 dSoys‘. e Cultural Strategic
0 Longest River ~ Narmada T Km b Ancient heritage, “‘ Central location,
o State Animal — Barasingha _ ' tribal diversity, —t emal connectivity
. @ Gl Product ~ Chanderi Fabric folk traditions mm & logistics
e State Bird — Indian Paracise Flycatcher @ High Court = Jabalpur

Environmental

Highest number
of tiger reserves,
rich biodiversity

Current Relevance

Tribal welfare,
conservation,
infrastructure projects
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QUESTION 1

A certain number of men can complete
a piece of work in 6k days, where k is

a natural number. By what percent

should the number of men be increased
so that the work can be completed in

S5k days?
(a) 10%

(c) 20%

(b) (50/3)%

(d) 25%

SOLUTION 1

\&

vy | 13 July 2026

CSAT Toda
D 4

(a) 50
(c) 100

QUESTION 2

How many consecutive zeros are there
at the end of the integer obtained in the

product 1% x 2% x 36 x 48 x ... x 25°0?

(b) 55
(d) 200

-

1. IDEA / APPROACH

For fixed work,
Men x Days = Constant

2. KEY OBSERVATION

If time decreases, number of
men must increase.

\

SOLUTION

3. STEP-BY-STEP

Let original number of men = M

Men

Days

Men x Days

Original

M

6k

6kM

New

N

5k

S5kN

Since work is same,
6kM = 5kN

= N =6M/5
Increaseinmen=N-M = 6M/5-M = M/5

% Increase = (M/5 + M) x 100 = 20%

-

-
4. SHORTCUT /
CSAT TRICK

If time changes from 6k — 5k
Required % increase in men

= (6k — 5k) / 5k x 100 = 20%

/

-

.

9. FINAL ANSWER

Required increase = 20%

ANSWER: (c) 20%

-

SOLUTION 2

1. IDEA / APPROACH

\

Trailing zeros come from factors of 10.
10 = 2 x 5 = Count total power of 5.

2. KEY OBSERVATION

o

Powers of 2 are abundant.
Only count powers of 5.

3. STEP-BY-STEP

SOLUTION

-

—3

Nmber () '(l':;:t; Pox::rn of 5 Poi\:e':Z:f 5 |
5 510 1 10x1=10
10 10%° 1 20x1=20
15 1530 1 30x1=30
20 2040 1 40 x 1 =40
25 2550 |2 (since25="5%)| 50 x 2 = 100 |

Total power of 5 = 10 + 20 + 30 + 40 + 100 = 200

-

.. Number of trailing zeros = 200

4. SHORTCUT /
CSAT TRICK

Only multiples of 5 contribute.
Add (2n x power of 5 in n) for n = 5, 10, 15, 20, 25.
Quick total = 200

5. FINAL ANSWER

Trailing zeros = 200

ANSWER: (d) 200
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0 INTERNATIONAL 3
RELATIONS

Two countries may trade more, sign
strategic agreements, and cooperate
in defence without becoming military
allies. What best explains such a
relationship in modern international
relations?

Q Collective Security
G Strategic Partnership
G Military Alliance

Q Customs Union

ECONOMY & GLOBAL

MOBILITY

riiee
A country welcomes thousands of highly
skilled foreign professionals every year
but periodically revises its eligibility
rules to ensure that only genuinely
skilled workers benefit from the
programme. Which programme best

fits this description?

Q Green Card Lottery
G H-1B Visa Programme
G Schengen Visa

G EB-5 Investor Visa

N

.
@ POLITY &
CONSTITUTION

CONSTITUTION
OF
‘ INDIA ‘
|

© || JFuNDAMENTAL

g RIGHTS

|

A national song may be encouraged by
the government as a symbol of unity and
patriotism, yet citizens generally cannot
be compelled to sing it merely because

it is a national symbol. Which constitutional
principle best explains this?

Q Parliamentary Sovereignty
Q Rule of Law

G Fundamental Rights balanced
with Fundamental Duties

Q Doctrine of Separation of Powers

@ SPORTS
GOVERNANCE
e

VIDEO ASSISTANT
REFEREE

A technology was introduced to reduce
human errors in sports officiating.
Yet, despite advanced cameras and

| video reviews, controversies continue

- because the final interpretation still

. depends on humans. Which limitation
of technology does this best illustrate?

0 Technology completely removes subjectivity.
G Data always produces objective decisions.

Human interpretation remains essential
despite technological assistance.

0 Automation eliminates the need for referees. J

%

Q Nepal
N

9 SCIENCE &
TECHNOLOGY

A computer is said to outperform
today's fastest supercomputers—

but only for certain highly specialised
problems, not every task. Which
emerging technology is being described?

Q Optical Computing
(©) Quantum Computing
G Edge Computing

0 Neuromorphic Computing

@ ART &
CULTURE

In one country, an ancient religion
adapted its public theological framework
to comply with a constitutional
requirement that officially recognised
religions must profess belief in one
Supreme God. Which country is being
referred to?

Q Thailand
0 Cambodia
G Indonesia
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ISRO successtully carries out

tests of Gaganyaan systems

One of the tests involved separation of the ‘umbiical mechanism’ that serves as a link between the
crew module, where astronauts live, and the service module that provides propulsion, agency says

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

he Indian Space Re-
T search  Organisa-
tion on Sunday said

it had successfully carried
out three major tests of the
Gaganyaan crew module
systems.

The first test pertained
to ensuring an upright po-
sition of the crew module
after splashdown in the
sea, considered one of the
most important crew safe-
ty requirements. To do
this, a stored cold-gas-
was developed and tested.

“A system-level qualifi-
cation test set-up consist-
ing of all the elements of
CMUS (crew module
uprighting system) was
realised,” the ISRO said,
adding it successfully con-
ducted inflation tests “for
the primary inflation mo-
dule wherein stored gas in
the high-pressure gas bot-
tle was made to inflate the
floatation by operating the
control valves.”

The second test in-
volved examining the sepa-
ration of the umbilical me-
chanism that serves as a
link between the crew mo-
dule, where astronauts
live, and the service mo-
dule, which provides pow-

Step-by-step: (Clockwise from left) The crew module uprighting system, the service module
connect-disconnect system, and the apex cover that underwent testing. ISrRO

er and propulsion. The me-
chanism consists of two
parts, each located at the
crew module side, called

CSU-1, and the service mo-
dule side, called CSU-2.

Clean separation

During the crew module’s
earth re-entry stage, the
service module first sepa-
rates from the crew mo-

dule after the CSU-1 discon-
nects. Subsequently, just
before re-entry, the CSU-2

is also separated.
“Separation test of
CSU-2 from simulated crew

module was carried out.
The test demonstrated the
clean separation of CSU-2
as well as structural stabili-
ty of the crew module pa-
nel and their interfaces,”

|
l

the space agency said. The
third test validated the
structural integrity of the
crew module during the
apex cover separation
event. The apex cover pro-
tects the parachutes and
associated subsystems dur-
ing the mission. It is sepa-
rated before parachutes
are deployed to decelerate
the crew module.
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‘ Three major tests of Gaganyaan

crew module systems completed.
Strengthens India’s human spaceflight
capability.

Ensures safety, reliability and mission

success.

@ Test 1: Uprighting Test

Ensures crew module remains upright
after splashdown in sea.
Cold-gas-based uprighting system
developed and tested.

Inflation tests of primary module

conducted successfully.

@ Test 2: Umbilical Mechanism

Separation

Umbilical mechanism links crew

module and service module.

Two parts: CSU-1 (crew side)
and CSU-2 (service side).

CSU-1 separates first; CSU-2
ceparates just before re-entry.

Test 2: Outcome
Clean separation of CSU-2 achieved.

Structural stability of crew module

panel and interfaces validated.

‘ Test 3: Apex Cover Separation

Validates structural integrity of

crew module.

Apex cover protects parachutes
and subsystems.

Separated before parachute
deployment.

Gaganyaan: India’s first human
spaceflight mission.

Executing Agency: ISRO

Launch Vehicle: Human-rated LVM3
Crew Capacity: 3 astronauts
Splashdown: Bay of Bengal

Focus: Atmanirbhar Bharat,

indigenous technology, safety
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Judging graduates, not entrance scores

ew institutions in India
carry the popularity of
the IITs. Getting into
them requires intense
preparation and intellectual
discipline. JEE ranks and GATE
scores used for admissions to
India’s premier institutions are,
therefore, important. Recruiters,
too, have often treated them as an
indication of a student’s ability.
Recently, however, the All II'Ts
Placement Committee has decided
to exclude JEE ranks, GATE scores,
percentiles, and other such
credentials from standard
placement resumes. Even if some
consider it unnecessary, this
decision deserves wide support.

Beyond entrance ranks

An entrance examination captures
a snapshot of a student’s
performance on a single day. A
degree reflects years of learning.
Between the two lie classrooms,
laboratories, projects, internships,
peer learning, teamwork,
participation in various extended
curricular activities, failures,
recoveries and personal growth. If
campus recruitment continues to
privilege entrance rank, it quietly
reduces the IIT experience as a
whole to an interlude between JEE
and employment. That is unfair to
the student and to the institution.

To treat a student’s entrance
rank as permanent proof of ability
is a constricted view. A more
serious view examines whether a
student has solved problems,
completed meaningful projects,
worked in teams, built prototypes,
written code, contributed to
research, communicated clearly
and shown the maturity required
in the workplace. Preparing
oneself for work requires
competence and a willingness to
be a lifelong learner. It does not
rely on the entrance test score
alone.

The Committee’s decision is
also consistent with the National
Education Policy (NEP 2020),
which emphasises the need to
move beyond an
examination-dominated system.
The policy asks us to focus on

Chairman, Review
Committee for NEP
2020, Ministry of
Education, Gol and
former
Vice-Chancellor,
JNU and former
Chairman, UGC.
Views are personal
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Removing
entrance ranks
from standard
resumes
prevents a
potentially
prejudicial and
often irrelevant
data point from
becoming a

default filter

creating an ecosystem that enables
students to develop critical
thinking, creativity, ethical
judgment, problem-solving, and
holistic development. If our higher
education institutions are
expected to provide these
capabilities to our students, why
shouldn’t placement systems
recognise them?

There could be another, more
sensitive reason for the decision. It
could be possible to infer social
category or admission route from
entrance ranks by comparing
programme-level opening and
closing ranks. Such inference may
not always be explicit, but it can
influence perception. What
recruiters should be looking for is
not how the student entered IIT,
but what the student can do now.

Both public institutions and
recruiters play important roles in
designing hiring processes that
reduce avoidable bias. Removing
entrance ranks from standard
resumes prevents a potentially
prejudicial and often irrelevant
data point from becoming a
default filter. Some may say that
recruiters need filters. Nobody is
contesting that need. But
employers already have better
instruments. They use CGPA or
CPI thresholds, technical
interviews, coding tests, case
discussions, design tasks, project
reviews, research work,
communication abilities and
behavioural assessments. It has
long been recognised that JEE or
GATE scores do not reliably
capture these.

A student’s entrance rank may
say something about past
preparation. It cannot say enough
about future contributions. With
enhanced access, our higher
education institutions attract
many first-generation learners,
rural students,
non-English-medium students,
and those from economically
disadvantaged backgrounds. Some
may take time to adjust to the new
environment. Many grow
substantially during their [IT
years. A fair placement process

present what they have achieved
years after obtaining their
entrance scores.

Student well-being should be
our top priority. If recruiting
methods make ranks part of
students’ identities, they become a
burden for many students. When
the recruitment process turns
ranks into hierarchies, students
can experience anxiety and
comparison. II'Ts are places where
students grow beyond the
circumstances of entry. Then why
can’t our placement system let
students know that the work they
do after admission matters, not
their ranks?

This does not mean that
entrance examinations are
unimportant. But the selection
process for admission and the
selection process for recruitment
are different altogether. The first
decides entry into an academic
programme. The second should
judge current professional
readiness. Confusing the two
weakens both.

The decision to move away
from publicising only the highest
salary packages also deserves
attention. Highest packages create
headlines. They may lead students
and parents to believe that high
packages are normal, when in
reality they are often outliers.
Median salary is a better
representative measure to get an
overall sense of how the larger
graduating cohort has fared. It is
important to encourage a more
mature public conversation on
employment by emphasising
median salaries.

A better signal

Together, these decisions show
welcome institutional seriousness.
They recognise that campus
recruitment must assess students
for what they have learnt and
become during their time at the
institution. A fair placement
system should not allow an old
rank to overshadow evidence of a
student’s present competence and
readiness for work. Other higher
education institutions would do
well to draw from this example.

-

@

All lITs Placement Committee
excludes JEE ranks, GATE
scores, percentiles from
standard resumes.

Decision aims to promote
fairer and more holistic
evaluation.

Entrance exams test a single
day; degree reflects years
of learning.

Focus should be on skills,
projects, teamwork, research
and personal growth.

NEP 2020 calls for moving
beyond examination-
dominated education.

Higher education must
build critical thinking, ethics,
creativity and problem-solving.

Ranks may hint at social
category/admission route,
influencing perception.

Recruiters should focus on
what students can do now.

Better filters: CGPA/CPI,
interviews, coding tests,
case discussions, projects,
research and behaviour.

JEE/GATE scores do not
reliably capture these abilities.

Highest salary packages are
outliers; median salary gives
a true picture.

Encourages a mature and
realistic conversation on
employment.
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NEP 2020: Holistic Education
Social Justice: Equality of
Opportunity

Good Governance: Fairness
& Accountability
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NEP 2020

73rd CAA — Panchayats

74th CAA - Urban Local Bodies
Equality — Art. 14, 15, 16
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‘How DDCs changed local
governance in J&K?

What is at stake in the debate over local democracy in Jammu and Kashmir?

Tikender Singh Panwar

The story so far:

he restructuring of Jammu and
Kashmir’s political and
administrative framework
through the constitution of
District Development Councils (DDCs) has
remained the subject of legal and
constitutional debate. Formed in 2021,
the DDCs completed their five-year term on
February 24, 2026.
With no fresh
elections held and local government
institutions remaining largely inactive in
recent years, questions have resurfaced
about the relevance of the DDC model.
Introduced as a mechanism for direct
local democracy, the DDCs are viewed by
supporters as a step towards grassroots
governance, while critics argue they have

What do the 73rd and 74th
Amendments provide for?

One of the core arguments presented for
the abrogation of Article 370 was the need
to fully integrate J&K with the constitutional
framework applicable to the rest of India.

A central element of this argument was
the introduction of the 73rd and 74th
Constitutional Amendment Acts, which
provide for elected rural and urban
bodies.

This integration was intended to
ensure regular, mandatory elections and
empower grassroots democracy.

How is local governance structured?

The standard constitutional framework
operates on a clearly defined multi-tier
electoral system where citizens directly
elect their local representatives:

Urban areas: Municipal Corporations,
Municipal Councils, and Nagar
Panchayats.

Rural areas: A three-tier structure
comprising Gram Panchayats (Village
Pradhans), Block Development Councils
(BDCs), and District-level bodies (Zila
Parishads).

Mandated under Article 243ZD of the
Constitution, the District Planning
Committee (DPC) is envisaged as a
coordinating body that brings together
development plans prepared by
panchayats and municipalities and
integrates them into a comprehensive

district-level plan.

Unlike an independent executive
authority, the DPC is intended to function
as an institutional mechanism that reflects
priorities generated by elected local
bodies and facilitates bottom-up
planning. In this sense, it is designed to
strengthen democratic decentralisation
by aggregating local mandates rather than

exercising authority over them.

However, while the constitutional
framework assigns a key role to DPCs in
district-level planning, their functioning
has been uneven across the country, with
many remaining largel inactive, barring
a few exceptions such as Kerala.

How do DDCs differ from DPCs?
The DDCs were established in J&K

throurh an executive order rather than a

legislative process. While the government
presents DDCs as directly elected bodies
that strengthen grassroots democracy, it
is contended that the model contains
governance framework.

Critics argue that the DDC structure
bypasses existing institutions such as Zila
Panchayats and urban local bodies.
Unlike the DPC, which is intended to
aggregate development priorities
emerging from lower tiers of government,
the DDC functions as a parallel
administrative authority with executive
and developmental powers. This blurs the
relationship between the electorate and
the actual exercise of power.

The key distinction is that the DPC
seeks to strengthen local democracy by
consolidating mandates generated from
the ground up, whereas the DDC operates
from above, competing with lower tiers of
governance and functioning as an
instrument of centralised bureaucratic
control rather than democratic
decentralisation.

The DDC structure raises concerns
about unequal representation. The
allocation of seats across districts does
not adequately reflect variations in
population, thereby diluting the principle
of uniform political weight.

For instance, Srinagar, with a
population of roughly 12 lakh, and
Kishtwar, with around 2.5 lakh residents,
are allocated the same number of DDC
members. This creates an imbalance
where the political voice per capita is
drastically skewed.

The DDCs are being compared to the
“special purpose vehicles” used in Smart
City projects. They create an illusion of
decentralisation, but act as capital-driven,
bureaucratically managed structures.
Since DDCs can easily jettison legislatively
approved local initiatives, they function as
a governance substitute rather than a

governance supplement.

The creation of 280 DDC members
across &K has established a form of
parallel ‘parliament’ in disguise.
Historically, in politically fragile regions,
central authorities have often sought to
weaken provincial or State-level
assemblies by backing district-level
entities.

With the &K State Assembly absent or
weakened for years, the DDC framework
elected legislators and local panchayats to
remain concentrated under Union

What is the way forward for local
democracy in J&K?

Genuine local democracy cannot be
reduced to an administrative or legal
exercise; it is fundamentally a political
question. True decentralisation requires
the restoration of the DPC model
envisaged under the 73th and 74th
Constitutional Amendments, ensuring
local governments accountable to the
State's electorate, rather than an
administrative architecture serving
centralised union control.

\

Directly elected in 2021

+ Completed 5-year term on
Feb 24, 2026

* No fresh elections; local
bodies largely inactive

Established via executive
order, not legislative process

+ Executive powers create
contradictions in governance

« Incorrect seat allocation
between districts

« Same number of members
for Srinagar (12 lakh) and
Kishtwar (2.5 lakh)

Parallel authority vs DPC

+ Bypasses Zila Panchayats
and urban local bodies

+ Weakens bottom-up planning

Compared to “SPVs” in
Smart City projects

+ |llusion of decentralisation

+ Acts as governance
substitute, not supplement

' + 280 members create parallel

‘parliament’

+ Concentration of powers
under Union administration

UPSC ANGLE

Polity: 73rd & 74th CAA
Article 243ZD - DPC

Decentralisation & Federalism

Local self-government &
Democratic accountability

STATIC LINK

+ 73rd CAA - Panchayats

+ 74th CAA - Urban Local Bodies

+ Article 243ZD - DPC

+ Local government - Key to
participatory democracy
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Why has China banned helium exports?

Why is helium emerging as a strategic resource? How vulnerable is the world to a helium supply shock? Why is it considered a critical input
for future technologies? Why is storing and transporting helium so expensive? What makes it so hard to replace?

EXPLAINER

Vasudevan Mukunth

he story so far:
On July 10, the Ministry of

Commerce and General

Administration of Customs,
China, has temporarily but immediately
banned helium exports from the country.
As of 4.30 pm IST on July 10, Beijing had
not published any other information as to
why it took this step now or its scope.

Is China a major heliam producer?
China imports more than 80% of its
helium needs but produces only around
1.6% of the world's helium. The export
ban follows an extended period of s
supply strained by Russias export restrictions
ythe Prime Minister needs to sign off

on shipments through 2027 - and supply
risks tied to heightened tensions in West
Asia.

The world’s major helium producers
are the U.S. (meeting 43% of total supply),
followed by Qatar, Russia, Canada, and
Algeria. In 2024, the U.S. privatised its
Federal Helium Reserve and, selling its
assets to the Messer Group and no longer
buffering shocks such as those due to the
U.S.~Iran conflict.

The next year, the U.S. House
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform launched an investigation into
Messer’s Chinese interests, stoking the
risk of tit-for-tat measures. Which China's
latest export ban could be.

After the U.S., Qatar has been meeting
33% of the demand, especially in Asia.
After the conflict with Iran escalated, as
medical chemist and Science columnist
Derek Lowe put it, “one-third of global
helium production is now literally bottled
up behind the Strait of Hormuz, a much
higher percentage than world oil
production [where the situation is bad
enough already].”

In this light, China's new export
restriction could preserve the country's
helium supply for its domestic chip

Helium can only be transported in vacuum-jacketed stainless steel vessels that are na-
companies worldwide. oemamade. cerm s

manufacturers and its medical sector.

How is helium obtianed?

Helium is the second-lightest element,
after hydrogen, and is not manufactured.
It is a non-renewable resource generated
deep in the earth’s crust, where the
radioactive decay of uranium and
thorium atoms emits alpha particles,
which capture electrons to form helium
atoms.

Over millions of years, this helium
migrates into the same reservoirs of
natural gas, and they are extracted
together. This said, natural gas is not
processed to isolate the helium from it

until the latter makes up at least 0.3% by

volume.

But once it does, the gas is isolated

using the fact that it has a different boiling

point.
Some operators also recover helium
from LNG plants and from the air but

these quantities are too low to matter to
the global demand. Helium for

commercial use is usually at least 99, 997%

pure.

What is helium used for?
Helium is the second-lightest
heleroent, aftee bvdic,

iind is not manafectarey
spiked to Sirss reraciioos.
It is a non-rentwporeries
a coooezt eerstod desq in the
uncah'sspsse winere che
tadioactire lecmgucicetoos
todfieéuice decay of cochr
thorium atoms emits alpha
particles, spganhe ta se
racm tnjighe deleled o
DpuR Idum computensa,
§13.50 pir heeg for ovgnter
rosether sin the ioolaod
axpeosied to isolatn fanil
the latter makes up at
least 0.3% by

volume. it does, is

isolated usio sig thed
different boiling.

22% of the demand for helium, followed
by controlled atmospheres and
semiconductors (17%), lifting gas (17%),
MRI scanners (15%), aerospace (9%), and

detecting leaks (5%).

How much does helium cost?
;anuneZOZG.d\espot-priceforhighly
pure helium in Northeast Asia had
reportedly spiked to $150-205 per
thousand cubic feet, almost double what
it was in late 2025. At least one major
supplier, the U.S.-based industrial
supplier Airgas, has invoked force
majeure and tacked on surcharges of
$13.50 per hundred cubic feet to existing
contracts. Liquid helium is by default
expensive to store and transport because
helium only liquefies at -269°C.

In fact, the helium supply chain as a
whole is cost-intensive because
purification, storage, and transport are
each expensive and technically
sophisticated. A mid- to large-scale
purification and liquefaction facility will
require more than $100 million while
smaller ones can cost around $10 million,
thanks to the need for corrosion-resistant
alloys that can withstand ultra-low
temperatures.

The gas can be stored in underground
salt caverns, which reduce leaks
significantly - but these formations are
rare and developing a new one can cost
more than $200 million. It can also be
stouid. The compressed gas or cryogenic
liquid. The former typically costs up to
$10 million to build while bulk cryogenic
liquid stomge systems generally need

‘ Fmally, helmm can only be transported

in vacuum-jacketed stainless steel vessels

' — which are manufactured by relatively

few companies worldwide, including
several Chinese ones.

Finally, the contractor transporting the
containers must also ensure they are

| delivered before the holding time expires,

after which the helium will start boiling
off into the atmosphere.

THE GIST

v

The export ban follows an
extended period of supply
strained by Russia’s export
restrictions - where the Prime
Minister needs to sign off on
shipments through 2027 - and
supply risks tied to heightened
tensions in West Asia.

v

Helium is an important coolant
in the semiconductor
fabricating industry, where it
removes heat from sificon

wafers.

The helium supply chain as a
whole is cost-intensive because
transport are each expensive
and technically sophisticated.

@ WHY IT MATTERS

@ USES OF HELIUM

@ UPSC ANGLE

Vital for high-tech, medical
and space industries.

Supply shocks impact
semiconductors, healthcare
and research.

KEY FACTS

China bans helium exports
temporarily (from July 10, 2026).

China imports >80% of its
helium; produces only ~1.6%
of global helium.

U.S. supplies 43% of global

helium demand.

Global supply strained by
Russia restrictions and
West Asia tensions.

Controlled atmospheres (22%)
Semiconductors (17%)

Lifting gas (17%)

MRI scanners (15%)
Aerospace (9%)

Leak detection (5%)

WHY SO EXPENSIVE?

Requires deep extraction with
natural gas.

Liquefies only at -269°C.
Purification, storage and
transport are complex

and costly.

Facilities cost $100M+;

new caverns $200M+.
Storage systems cost

$0.5M to $20M.

Transport needs vacuum-
jacketed stainless steel vessels.

Critical minerals & strategic
resources

Global supply chains

Science & Technology

India’s semiconductor mission

Energy security
STATIC LINK

Non-renewable Resource
Cryogenic Technology
Semiconductor Ecosystem
Make in India & Atmanirbhar
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ISRO successfully
carries out tests of

Gaganyaan systems

Launch
Vehicle

ISRO tested key crew module
systems for Gaganyaan mission.

Focus on astronaut safety,
survival and recovery.

Validates subsystems for
upcoming uncrewed & crewed
missions.

Ensures upright position after
splashdown in sea.

India’s first human spaceflight
mission in final development.

Boosts confidence in indigenous
human space capability.

Gaganyaan * HLVM3 « Human Spaceflight
GS lll » Space Technology * Indigenous Capability

Earendil-1:
Bright or Blight?

Edrendil-1
satellite

/. Reflective
! . mirror

U.S. FCC approved test licence
for Reflect Orbital's Earendil-1.

Satellite reflects sunlight
onto selected locations at
night.

+ Potential uses: extending solar

hours, emergency ops, aid.
Astronomers fear increased
skyglow, disruption of
observations.

FCC said visual impacts outside
its statutory authority.

Coordination mandated with
NASA & scientific agencies.

Space Technology * Astronomical Impact
GS lll * Innovation « Ethics * Environment

~ 4

Oil conundrum
(Editorial)

Energy Security * Geopolitics * Import Strategy
GS Il = Energy + Strategic Autonomy * SPR

» Russian crude imports back to
pre-sanction levels (>40%).

» Rising dependence on one
source increases strategic risk.

» Narrowing discounts, geopolitical
tensions reduce advantages.

+ Balance long-term contracts
with selective spot purchases.

+ Expand Strategic Petroleum
Reserves to cushion shocks.

» Decisions appear inconsistent
with strategic autonomy.

—

Distress in the delta

» Delta regions face multiple
ecological stresses.

» Climate variability, salinity
intrusion, flood & erosion risks.

+ Agricultural uncertainty high.

« Livelihoods of millions are
vulnerable.

» Need sustainable water,
land & ecosystem management.

» Urgent climate adaptation
strategies required.

Delta Regions * Climate Risk ¢ Livelihoods
GS Il » Environment « Disaster Risk * Adaptation

|
J

Insular incentive
(Editorial)

» E20 policy continues even
when crude prices are low.

» Sugarcane-based ethanol:
high water & fertilizer use.

» Consumers pay more and get
lower mileage.

+ Higher feedstock price alone
doesn’t solve farmers' issues.

+ Need shift to 2G ethanol,
agri-residues, sweet sorghum,

» Improve irrigation, logistics,
and farmer incomes directly.

E20 « 2G Ethanol « Water Use * Farmers
GS Il = Agriculture * Environment « Economy

Why has China banned
helium exports?

China stopped exports amid
global supply uncertainties.

Small producer, but imports
most of its requirements.
Global supply stressed by

Russia sanctions & West
Asian tensions.

Helium vital for MRI, semis,
quantum computing, leak
detection.

Storage & transport technically
complex and costly.

Helium « Critical Resource * Supply Chain
GS Il « S&T » Strategic Minerals « Industry

Fading research hubs
stalling Kerala’s leap

into bio-economy

Biodiversity *

Declining support for basic
scientific research.

Politicisation of research
institutions.

Vacancies and ageing
infrastructure in institutes.

Over-focus on new institutions,
neglect of existing ones.
Biodiversity can drive biotech,
pharma, natural cosmetics,
climate-resilient agriculture.

JNTBGRI, Palode cited as
example of fading capacity.

Bio-economy < R&D

GS lll « Science & Tech * Innovation Ecosystem

Has OpenAl’s GPT-5.6
class beaten Anthropic’s
Fable-class models?

OpenAl launched GPT-5.6
family, Sol, Terra and Luna.

ChatGPT Work automates
email, presentations, tasks,
dashboards.

Competes with Anthropic's
Claude Cowork.

OpenAl claims gains in token
efficiency, speed & cost.
Performance claims need

evaluation beyond vendor
environments.

Al Models * Productivity « Automation
GS Il » Science & Tech + Digital Economy

How DDCs changed local
governance in J&K?

DDCs introduced after
constitutional changes.
Aim: strengthen grassroots
democracy & planning.
Supporters: improved local
participation.

Critics: parallel structure,
weak decentralisation.

Need stronger District
Planning Committees under
Art. 243ZD.

Financial & democratic
empowerment essential.

DDC + Local Governance * Decentralisation
GS Il « Polity « 73rd CAA « Article 243ZD

QUICK NEWS

Taliban delegation on mission
to ‘boost agricultural ties with India’
Focus on agri cooperation and trade.

Drones move TB samples, cut
diagnosis costs from ¥9,451 to ¥91

ICMR trial shows major cost savings.
CJI stresses need for women-
centric infrastructure

Emphasises inclusive court facilities.

Five crore Indians wait when
the courts take a break
Editorial on case pendency & vacations.

Judging graduates,

not entrance scores

Opinion on outcome-based evaluation.
‘Vizhinjam is no rival

to Cochin Port’

Views that both ports complement.

 © ¢ 0 0 0 ©0 ©

Has your brand become an
everyday habit?
Explores habit formation & brands.

Bhutan fights population crisis
with cash incentives for births
Govt. offers financial support.

0 Indian aircraft repair ecosystem
needs an overhaul
Calls for strong MRO ecosystem.

@ HM3/Lvm3 |
Human-rated launch vehicle for Gaganyaan. |
@) Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR)
| Cushions against oil supply disruptions.
€ E20 Petrol
‘ 20% ethanol blended petrol.

@ 26 Ethanol
Produced from agri-residues, not food crops.
| 6 Helium Boiling Point
Extremely low at -269°C.

() Article 243D (Constitution)
Provision for District Planning Committee.
JNTBGRI, Palode (Kerala)

Research institute rich in biodiversity.

€) Reflect Orbital
U.S. company behind Edrendil-1 satellite.

@) District Development Councils (DDCs)
Elected bodies for district-level governance.

VOCABULARY

o Autonomy — Independent decision-making

|
|
|
|

@) Resilience — Abiity to recover quickly

€ Decentralisation — Transfer of powers locally
o Prudence — Wise judgement

o Conundrum — Difficult problem
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Q. “Hatred is destructive of a person’s wisdom and conscience that

can poison a nation’s spirit.” Do you El:ga- and BIT5.0) 8 your answer.

APPROACH TO THE ANSWER ANSWER STRUCTURE KEY POINTS TO INCLUDE

o Understand the question
Identify key terms: hatred,
wisdom, conscience,
nation’s spirit.

12/

Structure your answer
Intro — Body —
Conclusion

Balanced approach
Explain how hatred harms
individual and nation;
highlight remedies.

Use examples
Use real-life examples,
case studies and thinkers.

Conclusion
Reinforce positive values

5

and way forward.

\

K} INTRODUCTION

¢ Define hatred and its nature.

F3 BoDY

* Explain wisdom (right judgement) and conscience (moral sense).
* Present essence of the statement.
« State your stance: | strongly agree.

N
|

A. How hatred destroys a person’s
wisdom and conscience

© Clouds rational thinking and judgement.
0 Dulls moral conscience and empathy.
© Promotes prejudice, bias and intolerance.
@ Leads to anger, violence and revenge.
© Causes guilt, stress and mental turmoil.

Example: Mob lynching, hate crimes,
online hate speech.

e
C. Examples from History & Society

VALUE ADDITION | * Holocaust: Hatred based on race led

» Link with ethics: empathy,
tolerance, compassion,
non-violence.

* Use data and reports:
NHFS, NCRB, WEF reports.

¢ Connect with Constitution:
Preamble, Fundamental
Duties.

¢ Use philosophical and
historical perspectives.

to mass destruction.

 Partition of India: Hatred caused
immense loss of life and property.

o Belfast (Northern Ireland): Sectarian
hatred long fuelled violence.

¢ Mahatma Gandhi: Preached love,
forgiveness and non-violence.

K} concLusion
* Hatred destroys individual morality and

'

" B. How hatred poisons a nation’s spirit
© Divides society on religious,
caste, ethnic lines.

@ Weakens social harmony and
national unity.

€© Undermines democracy and trust
in institutions.

@ Hampers development and peace.
© Creates cycle of violence and fear.

Example: Communal riots, genocide,
ethnic conflicts.

D. Ways to overcome hatred

¢ Value-based education and ethics.

* Interfaith dialogue and cultural exchange.

» Strengthen law against hate crimes
and hate speech.

* Promote empathy and emotional
intelligence.

* Inclusive governance and justice for all.

national fabric.

* A nation built on love, tolerance and justice thrives.

* As citizens and public servants, we must promote harmony and constitutional values.

THINGS TO AVOID

| /
A

Meaning of hatred, wisdom
and conscience

Impact on individual: judgement,
morality, mental peace

Impact on nation: unity, harmony,
development, democracy

Historical / contemporary examples
Remedies and positive values
Constitutional and ethical
perspective

Concluding with balanced
and forward-looking approach

DATA & REPORTS

NCRB 2023: Increase in hate crimes
and communal incidents reported.

WEF Global Risks Report 2024:

Polarisation and societal division
among top risks.

NFHS-5: Social cohesion linked with
well-being and development.

UNESCO: Education for tolerance
reduces prejudice and violence.

-

THINKERS’ PERSPECTIVE

Mahatma Gandhi: “Hatred cannot
drive out hatred; only love can do
that.”

Buddha: “Hatred is never appeased
by hatred in this world.”

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar: “Cultivation of
mind should be the ultimate aim of
human existence.”

X Writing one-sided
points

X Extreme or vague

statements and data

X Lack of examples

X Ignoring
remedies

X Weak conclusion

X Irrelevant
content



