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India-New Zealand
Strategic Partnership:

Roadmap to 2030

Strategic Partnership with
vision for 2030

18 pacts across multiple
sectors

Focus on trade, defence,
education, agriculture,
technology, sports
Boosts Indo-Pacific
cooperation

Enhances resilient supply
chains & connectivity
Strengthens people-to-
people ties

Value Addition: Supports India's Indo-Pacific policy,

complements QUAD & FIPIC.

Keywords: Strategic Partnership, Indo-Pacific, QUAD,
Supply Chains, Economic Diplomacy

PMFME Scheme Crosses
Two Lakh Credit Linked
Beneficiaries

PMFME reaches milestone
of over 2 lakh beneficiaries
Formalisation of micro
food processing units
Credit linked support

for enterprises

Promotes ODOP &

value addition

Generates employment

& boosts rural income
Strengthens food
processing ecosystem

Value Addition: Supports Atmanirbhar Bharat & agriculture

value chain development.

Keywords: PMFME, ODOP, Credit Support, Agri-Value

Chain, Rural Enterprise

Strengthening Legal Education
through Regional Languages

National Conference held
on legal education

Focus on integration of
regional languages
Promotes access to
justice for all

Strengthens constitutional
values

Supports inclusive &
equitable legal system
Aligns with NEP 2020

Value Addition: Empowers students & promotes

local language governance.

Keywords: Legal Education, Regional Languages, Access
to Justice, Article 348, NEP 2020

PM Modi addressed
Indian community

in New Zealand,

to-people ties.

strengthening people-

y
u‘ii

Vietnam.
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PM expressed grief over
boat accident involving
Indians near Phu Quoc,

INS Mahendragiri
Commissioned

Indian Navy commissions
INS Mahendragiri

Advanced stealth
frigate under Project 17A

Built in India by
Mazagon Dock
Shipbuilders Ltd.

Enhances blue water
capability
Strengthens maritime
deterrence

Boosts Aatmanirbhar
Bharat in defence

Value Addition: Project 17A includes 7 advanced frigates

with indigenous technology.

Keywords: Project 17A, Indigenous, Stealth, Blue Water

Navy, Maritime Security

National Health Mission
Webinar on Best Practices

Webinar series launched
under NHM

Focus on innovation &
best practices
Strengthens public
health systems
Knowledge sharing
among States

Builds capacity of health
professionals

Supports SDG 3 - Good
Health & Well-being

Value Addition: Enhances collaborative federalism in

health sector.

Keywords: NHM, Best Practices, Health Systems, SDG 3,

Innovation

in Kolkata

3rd NAMASTE Day on 14 July

Ministry of Social Justice
& Empowerment to mark
3rd NAMASTE Day
Focus on mechanised
sanitation & zero
hazardous cleaning
Ensures safety, dignity &
livelihood security
Promotes social
inclusion & dignity of
labour

Supports Swachh Bharat
Mission (Urban)

Aligns with SDGs 3, 6, 8,10, 1

Value Addition: Eliminates manual scavenging; ensures

safety & rehabilitation.

Keywords: NAMASTE, Sanitation Workers, Dignity, Social

Justice, SBM-Urban, SDGs

Other Important One-Liners
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Jaya Prakash Narayan
Library inaugurated in
New Delhi by Union
Home & Cooperation
Minister.

L

Digital India: eSaras Online
Market Empowers SHGs

844

eSaras platform promotes
SHG products online

Strengthens rural
entrepreneurship
Supports women-led
Self Help Groups

Enhances digital
commerce access

Linked with ONDC
ecosystem

Promotes financial
inclusion & livelihoods

Value Addition: Strengthens rural economy through digital

marketing & last-mile connectivity.

Keywords: eSaras, SHGs, ONDC, Digital Commerce,

Rural Livelihoods

CAQM Inspects Urban Roads
| in Noida & Greater Noida

« CAQM inspects road
stretches

» Focus on dust mitigation
measures

» Major contributor to
urban air pollution

+ Promotes mechanised
cleaning & water
sprinkling

« Supports NCAP goals

» Protects public health
& environment

Value Addition: Road dust control is key for better

urban air quality.

Keywords: CAQM, GRAP, NCAP, Air Quality, Urban

Pollution

NITI Aayog Consults on
Implementation of
SHANTI Act 2025

» NITI Aayog holds
stakeholder consultation
« Focus on SHANTI Act 2025
implementation
« Encourages participatory
policy making
Strengthens evidence
based governance
Enhances institutional
coordination
Promotes effective
implementation

Value Addition: Stakeholder participation ensures better

policy outcomes.

Keywords: NITI Aayog, SHANTI Act, Governance, Policy
Implementation, Cooperative Federalism

Ministry of Minority Affairs
inaugurated 6th Lok
Samvardhan Parv to
showcase India’s rich
artisan heritage.

UPSC announced
direct recruitment
to various posts in
Government of India.
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The SHG Savings Account launched
by India Post Payments Bank (IPPB)
aims to promote financial inclusion
primarily through:

n Banking & Finance

(A) Providing high-interest micro-loans
to women-led SHGs.

(B) Integrating SHGs into the formal
financial ecosystem with zero-balance
requirements.

(C) Offering insurance cover and pension
benefits to rural women entrepreneurs.

(D) Facilitating international remittances
for SHGs involved in export of local
handicrafts.

Answer: B

Explanation: It integrates SHGs into the formal
financial ecosystem by offering zero-balance
accounts, removing barriers to banking.

Which of the following best describes
the ‘Jevons Paradox’ in the context of
modern technology and energy?

(A) Improving efficiency of a resource
leads to a decrease in its total |
consumption.

(B) Industrial growth leads to a proportional
decrease in the demand for raw
materials.

(C) The cost of a resource increases despite
an increase in its availability.

(D) Technological progress that increases
efficiency tends to increase the total
rate of consumption of that resource.

Answer: D

The prominent coffee economy of Uganda

and its high agricultural productivity
around the Lake Victoria region are

primarily anchored by which natural
factor?

(A) Well-drained, fertile, deep red lateritic
soils combined with an interior plateau
topography.

(B) Thick alluvial deposits brought down by
the annual flooding of the Albert Nile.

(C) Arid sandy soils managed through
extensive subterranean artesian
basin irrigation.

(D) Podzolic soils formed due to the
continuous presence of active alpine
glaciers in the north.

Answer: A

Explanation: The combination of a stable interior
plateau and fertile red lateritic soils with reliable
rainfall makes the region highly productive.
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In fixed-income financial markets, whlch
statement best illustrates the structural
relationship between bond prices and
bond yields?

(A) Bond prices and bond yields move in
tandem; higher demand raises both.

(B) The coupon rate on a sovereign bond
fluctuates to keep market price equal
to face value.

(C) Central banks adjust sovereign bond
yields directly, forcing uniform coupon
revaluation.

(D) When market price of a fixed-coupon
bond falls, its mathematical yield rises
correspondingly.

Answer: D

Explanation: As efficiency improves, cost falls
and demand rises, leading to higher overall
consumption.

Explanation: Bond prices and yields have an
inverse relationship—price falls, yield rises,
and vice versa.
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Regarding the Reserve Bank of India’s
‘bank.in’ domain initiative, how many of
the following statements are incorrect?

1. Itis a mandatory internet domain for
registered Indian banks to enhance
cybersecurity.

2. The domain is intended to replace the
existing NEFT and RTGS systems for
inter-bank transfers.

2. It helps customers differentiate
legitimate banking websites from
fraudulent phishing sites.

(A) Only one (B) Only two

(C) All three (D) None

Answer: A

Explanation: Only Statement 2 is incorrect.
‘bank.in’ is a domain security initiative, not a
replacement for NEFT or RTGS.

 ‘ Economy (Public Finance)

With reference to the ‘Tobin Tax’, which
of the following statements is/are
correct?

1. India currently imposes a direct Tobin
Tax on all foreign exchange transactions.

2. Securities Transaction Tax (STT) in India
acts as a Tobin-like tax by levying a small
fee on stock market transactions.

(A) Both 1 and 2 are correct, and 2 is the
correct explanation of 1.

(B) Both 1 and 2 are correct, but 2 is not the
correct explanation of 1.

(C) 1is correct, but 2 is incorrect.
(D) 1is incorrect, but 2 is correct.

Answer: D

Explanation: India does not levy a direct Tobin
Tax on forex transactions, but STT functions
as a Tobin-like tax on secuirities.
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s MIZORAM2

Land of the Highlanders

; 3. HISTORY & HERITAGE
2. LOCATION & MAP AssaM N

@ Capital : Aizawl - 2 faioda A ve Y S
{3 b Ancient Times - /s /8 7t
: : f apsat MANIPUR il . e a ‘.,., NS P
@3 Formation 3 2(? February 1987 e Located in North-East India. /\ , L A Inhabited by Mizo tribes; 2 ) ? ; -
() Official Language : Mizo ~J / § S known for clan-based system. a7 NS 1 9g° ‘3 , ’
Associate Official * Shares international { ;‘ t -
P Lk : English bardicinitibs o ! @ Colonial Period '
¢ ¢ i \g Came under British rule after Cheraw Dance
¥ State Animal :  Serow Bangladesh (West) % / Lushai Expeditions; part of
#& State Bird :  Mrs. Hume's Pheasant and Myanmar (East). e A\!-ZAWL / Assam Province.
State Fi :  Red Vanda Orchid . . o 1 :
§ s OB g St o f s
: Assam (North) b Mizo National Front (MNF)
tit Population (2011) : 10.91 Lakh* ; : ! \ movement for autonomy.
(Census 2011) Manipur (North-East), L & MYANMAR

iR Area : 21,081 sq. km Tripura (West-South). n W ) @ Mizoram Peace Accord
@A Literacy Rate . 91.33%* (201 1) ' \ j) } ,. Signed on 30 June .1986 between
e = MAJOR RIVERS (’El 1 PHYSIOGRAPHY Government of India and MNF.
' IMPORTANT FACTS o Tlawng

% Mizoram became a State on 20 Feb 1987. shahac ey * Lushai Hills fir Statehood

% It was earlier a Union Territory (1972-1987). A J ¢ Blue Mountai ’

% Historic Mizoram Peace Accord signed in 1986. - K°'°f’¥“‘. : ! (R:.ngo;mn & 2:‘2: bt ::C: "b‘e s ful‘ll :;;’ e

% One of the most literate states in India. (Chhimtuipui) _ il : S R T P

* Known for bamboo resources and rich biodiversity. e Tuivawl | * River Valleys Memorial
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S. AGRICULTURE N7 6. CULTURE & TRADITION

$le Shifting cultivation (Jhum) Folk Dances

4. ECONOMY

Major sectors: Agriculture,

%

Horticulture, Bamboo-based practiced; focus on Cheraw (Bamboo Dance),
Industries, Handloom & sustainable farming. Chheihlam, Khuallam. 2.7
Handicrafts, Tourism. Folk Music Bamboo Craft

Traditional songs with
guitar and drums,

Art Forms

Bamboo & cane crafts,
weaving, wood carving.
Handicrafts

Bamboo crafts, cane

& Major crops: rice, maize,

fh Strong potentislin food millets, pulses, oilseeds.

processing and organic

farming.

2¥; Horticulture growing
rapidly.

Mizo Handloom

* Bamboo Mission a key
initiative for livelihood

and sustainability. : furniture, handloom textiles.
o Known for ginger s
é Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit production. Mizo (Official), English,
Transport Project enhances various tribal dialects.

connectivity with Myanmar. Cultural Practices

Gl Tags / Special Products: Mizo Chilli + Bamboo Products * Mizo Handloom Strong community life,

‘Tlawmngaihna’ (selfless service).
7. FESTIVALS 8. ENVIRONMENT & BIODIVERSITY 9. TOURISM & HERITAGE
' 2 ' gk Part of Indo-Burma ; .

Top Attractions
Biodiversity Hotspot.

Phawngpui, Vantawng Falls,
Tam Dil Lake, Reiok.

9& Rich in bamboo forests,

evergreen & semi-

Traditional Mizo Attxre

& Chapchar Kut
Spring festival
(celebrates cultivation).

g8 Mim Kut

Religious Sites

Thanksgiving festival Solomon’s Temple, Durtlang, —
of the '3‘2::009'& evergreen forests. Lunglei Clmrc""h.p ° Tam Dil Lake
Pawl Kut ' " . 2 Adventure Tourism

& Harvest festival. * :gﬂhofm“fm Trekking, caving, bird

ﬁ Christmas watching.
Colebrated with great $k Community based forest AN £ - Cultural Landmarks

" enthusiasm. — - management strong. Hoolock Gibbon Clouded Leopard Mizoram State Museum,

S8 New Year (Chapchar) Chapchar Kut Festival Mizo Heritage Villages. Reiek Tlang Durtlang Hills

Marking Mizo New Year. ~ National Parks: Phawngpui, Murlen | Tiger Reserve: Dampa

Wildlife Sanctuaries: Ngengpui, Tawi, Lengteng
Ramsar Sites: None (as of now)

11. RAPID REVISION - 15 KEY FACTS 12. WHY MIZORAM MATTERS? g

10. UPSC VALUE ADDITION

o Prelims Facts: Highest peak in Mizoram -~ Phawngpui. € Copital - Aizawl €) National Park - Phawngpui Strategic Location Bamboo Wealth Biodiversity Rich
H Mains Points: Peace Accord 1986, Jhum cultivation ©) Statehood - 20 Fob 1987 () Tiger Reserve - Dampa Border state under il Strong base for green Part of Indo-Burma
challenges, Bamboo economy, Act East Poli.cy.. € Official Language - Mizo () Famous Dance - Cheraw Act East Policy economy & livelihoods Hotspot
S ‘Gt Hule atacm froject{Bamboo Mission, @) Highest Peak - Phawngpui (2,157 m) () Major Festival - Chapchar Kut
Border trade with Myanmar & Bangladesh. © Stote Animal - Serow (® Farming - Jhum (Shifting Cultivation)
& Important. Personalities: Laldenga (Mizo leader), © Stote Bird - Mrs. Hume's Pheasant @ eorders - el Msansas Peace & Stability Agriculture Potential Cultural Diversity
R. Lalnunzika (noted author). @ Stoto Flower - Red Vanda ; ® Peace Accord - 1986 W; Model of successful ?  Horticulture & organic Unique tribal heritage
Bml Strategic Importance: Gateway to Southeast Asia e peace-building farming growth and traditions
under Act East Policy; sensitive international borders. © Major River - Tlawng
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A future of financial health for every Indian

one of the longest-serving caddies at his

golf club. Although he had a bank account
for years, like many informal workers, he was
focused on earning a living and supporting his
family, leaving little opportunity to plan for the
future.

N ar has been working for 45 years and is

That changed three years ago when he learned
about the National Pension System and began
saving for retirement for the first time. Today, his
fund is growing, giving him confidence that after
a lifetime of hard work, he can retire with
financial security and dignity.

The meaning of financial health

In June 2026, I visited India in my capacity as the
United Nations Secretary-General’s Special
Advocate for Financial Health. I have been
advocating for and learning about efforts to
improve financial health, which means ensuring
that people have the right financial policies,
products, and services to manage day-to-day
expenses, stay resilient when unexpected shocks
occur, invest in and save for long- and short-term
goals, and have confidence in the future.

In practice, this is like Nar’s experience — going
beyond having a bank account to having
investments that will help him in the future. It
could also mean a person having affordable home
insurance to help if a flash flood causes damage
to their house. O it could mean receiving
responsible credit to help with bills during a
tough month.

India has recently undergone a remarkable
transformation. According to the World Bank's
Global Findex, account ownership among adults
has risenl from around 56% to 89% in just 10
years. This progress in access is impressive, and it
creates an opportunity to do more to support
people’s financial health.

A financial health approach will be beneficial
not just for families but also for the country.
Household and individual-level financial health
are crucial for country-level resilient growth and
prosperity.

The Viksit Bharat 2047 goal to move from

Queen Maxima

of the Netherlands,
is the United Nations
Secretary-General's
Special Advocate for
Financial Health

“welfare to wealth creation” would also be well

~ supported by efforts to improve financial health,

under the vision of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

During my visit, [ saw how so many in India -
from the highest levels of government to

pioneering fintech companies — are doing
financial health work.

In New Delhi, I spoke with informal sector
workers, who are now able to save, plan, and

retire without relying on their children, thanks to

opening retirement accounts with support from
Universal Pensions. In Mumbai, I spoke with
nurses at a hospital who have found more
financial stability and decreased stress through
workplace financial health products offered by
SalarySe, such as responsible credit,
individualised financial health scores, and
insurance.

I met with regulators and bank leaders who are
using innovation and Artificial Intelligence (Al) to
grow their savings and investments, build
resilience through access to insurance, and tackle
challenges such as fraud and scams. Reserve

- Bank of India Governor Sanjay Malhotra and |

discussed how India can expand on these
opportunities to support financial health in the
country.

Steps to take

In my conversations with Indian people from
different walks of life, | heard directly how
financial products and services could further
build their trust in institutions and give them the

- support that they need to improve their financial

lives. I want to thank the people in Mumbai and
New Delhi who shared their stories with me.

Four actions will help move financial health
forward:

First, further develop Jan Dhan 2.0 with
financial health at the centre. As the Pradhan
Mantri Jan-Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) enters its second
decade, there is an opportunity to transform
accounts from simple payment and
cash-withdrawal channels into a household

financial resilience platform. This means fully
integrating the PMJDY with Direct Benefit
Transfers (DBTS), PM-KISAN, MGNREGA wage
payments (now VB-G RAM-G), e-Shram, the Atal
Pension Yojana (APY), Pradhan Mantri Jeevan
Jyoti Bima Yojana (PMIIBY), Pradhan Mantri
Suraksha Bima Yojana (PMSBY), and other social
protection schemes for informal and gig workers.

Linking these programmes through a single
account could help households build their
financial health. Women, who hold the majority
of PMIDY accounts, could particularly benefit, as
would informal workers, migrants, and gig
economy workers.

Second, build on India's robust digital public
infrastructure to support better financial health.
Innovations such as MahaVISTAAR, account

Third, use India’s rich ecosystem of household
surveys, administrative datasets, and digital
infrastructure to gather data on financial health.
This data could be used to strengthen

policymaking, protect consumers, and ensure
that the financial sector is accountable.

Public-private collaboration

Finally, build on the momentum to further
mobilise financial institutions, employers, and
market players. Government and regulators play
a critical role in advancing households’ financial
health. The impact is amplified when it is a joint
effort with the private sector. Countries including
the Netherlands and Indonesia are already
pursuing such public-private collaboration.

The vision of financial health is giving every
person a better today, tomorrow, and future. Just
as Nar should have the opportunity to save for a
well-deserved restful retirement, all Indian
and services that they need to thrive throughout
their lives. After my visit in June, I am looking
forward to working with the Government of India
to make this vision a reality.

¢ Financial health = Right products,
services & policies for day-to-day
needs, resilience, savings &
future confidence.

e Crucial for families and
country’s resilient growth.

@ India’s Progress:
» Bank account ownership:

S56% —> 89% in 10 years (World
Bank Findex).

» Opportunity to deepen
financial well-being.

® Examples from India:

* Informal workers saving for
retirement (Universal Pensions).

* Nurses benefiting through
workplace financial products
(SalarySe).

* Regulators & banks using
innovation & Al for better

decisions, fraud prevention.

@® Step 1:

¢ Jan Dhan 2.0 with financial
health at centre.

¢ Integrate with DBTs, PM-KISAN,
MGNREGA, e-Shram, APY,
PMJJBY, PMSBY etc.

» Transform accounts into
household financial resilience
platform.

» Leverage digital public
infrastructure.

» Tools: MahaVISTAAR, Account
Aggregators, ULI, DigilLocker,
Al applications.

® Step 3:

* Use surveys, admin datasets
& digital infra.

» Strengthen policymaking,
consumer protection & sector
accountability.

® Step 4:
* Public-private collaboration
for greater impact.
* Netherlands & Indonesia
are good examples.

® Vision:
» Every Indian should have the
opportunity to save, be secure
& live with dignity.
» Transform vision into reality
through collective action.




Fix the house

Governments should regulate social
media platforms, not users

he more wicked the problem, the more
T the people yearn for a simpler solution.

This tendency has complicated the pu-
blic debate on how and how much social media
harm teenagers. While the idea that these plat-
forms were stoking a mental health crisis pre-
vailed in several countries for long, researchers
have now adopted a more cautious stance. Social
media use and mental health are clearly associat-
ed - more so among girls - but how much of that
is actually causal and in what circumstances is
still being debated. Recently, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi spoke favourably of Australia’s deci-
sion, in 2024, to ban social media access for those
aged 16 and below. His words augur a similar ban
in India, one that Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka
have publicly mulled as well. However, Australian
psychologists, digital health researchers, child-
rights scholars, and online safety experts have
criticised the ban because, while there is a credi-
ble body of evidence linking social media use and
harm among children, evidence of a link bet-
ween an age-based access ban and better mental
health has been lacking. In the absence of a real-
world precedent, Australia has effectively been
conducting a natural experiment. And research
has estimated that around 85% of 12-16-year-olds
still use social media platforms.

While some psychologists and advocacy
groups have argued that waiting for perfect evi-
dence to act would recreate the mistake govern-
ments made with tobacco, many experts believe
that the state should drop the ban and instead
adopt a stronger duty of care, include digital lite-
racy in school education, restrict addictive user
interfaces/experiences, mandate a chronological
feed for minors, enforce stronger content moder-
ation, improve privacy protections, and intro-
duce effective parental controls. Most studies of
adolescent harm due to social media have also
been observational and thus susceptible to re-
verse causation (depressed teenagers may spend
more time online) and smaller average effects; ex-
perts have also noted that hours per day is less ex-
planatory than passive versus active engagement,
participation in supportive versus hostile com-
munities, and so on. Indeed, while social media
use can disrupt sleep and increase exposure to
cyber-bullying, addictive recommendation pat-
terns, and content about self-harm and eating
disorders, it can also help maintain friendships
and explore one's identity, offer peer support,
and increas¢_access to LGBTQIA+ communities
tures mixed and the solutions are not simple.
However, the first step could be: rather than reg-
ulate ‘who may enter’, governments should
change how platforms operate.

11 July 2026

Global debate on social media harm among teenagers; calls for bans.

« PM Modi supported Australia’s under-16 social media ban (2024).

@ Current Understanding:

+ Social media use is associated with mental health issues, especially among girls.
« Causality and circumstances still under debate.

® Critique of Ban:
» Experts say evidence linking age-based bans to better mental health is lacking.

» Australia’s natural experiment shows ~85% of 12—16-year-olds still use social media.

® Need Balanced Approach:
+ Don't repeat tobacco-like mistake.

« Focus on strong duty of care, not blanket bans.

® Recommended Measures (Duty of Care):
« Digital literacy in schools
+ Restrict addictive interfaces and experiences
« Chronological feed for minors
« Stronger content moderation
« Better privacy protections
« Effective parental controls

® Research Insights:

« Most studies are observational: risk of reverse causation.

« Engagement type (passive vs active, supportive vs hostile
communities) matters more than screen hours.

@ Dual Nature of Social Media:
» Risks: sleep disruption, cyberbullying, addictive algorithms,
self-harm & eating disorder content.

« Benefits: friendships, identity exploration, peer support,
LGBTQIA+ community access, mental health information.

+ Mixed evidence; no simple solutions.

« Governments should regulate how platforms operate,
not who may enter.
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Is India prepared to handle
an Internet blackout?

Mini Tejaswi
BENGALURU

What is India’s prepared-
ness to handle a Internet
blackout? Well, in a list of
top 10 countries least likely
to be badly hit by a digital
breakdown, India stands at
the ninth position globally
with a vulnerability score
of 23.4 juth ahaeéd oiSve a
vulneralilily score of 24.3,
reported TRG Datacenters,
a U.S.-based colocation
and digital infrastructure
provider backed by ven-
ture firm Tallvine Partners.

United States tops the
list with O (zero) vulnera-
bility, followed by Indone-
sia at 10.3 and United King-
dom in the third position
with a vulnerability score
of 16.2. The study also not-
ed that India had the low-
est number of submarine
cables at 22, while the U.S.
has the highest at 115.

The number of subma-
rine cables indicates the
strength of a nation’s digi-
tal infrastructure and con-
nections it has across the
globe via Internet. On the
population front, 70% of
India’s population use In-
ternet. The risk can impact
service delivery and digital
economy.

India stands at the ninth position globally with a vulnerability score
of 23.4, reported U.S.-based TRG Datacenters. GETTYIMAGES

hind Indonesia at 72.8%,
while Australia has the
highest at 96.1%, pushing
U.K. and U.S. slightly be-
hind at 95.5% and 94.7%,
respectively.

India has 40 Internet ex-
change points, while the
U.S. has the highest at 209,
Indonesia has 70 and the
U.K. has 30.

A country with the lar-
gest number of Internet Ex-
change Points (IXPs) pos-
sesses a highly developed,
decentralised, and effi-
cient digital infrastructure
and that means domestic
networks can exchange da-
ta directly rather than rout-
ing traffic internationally,
resulting in lower costs,
much  faster internet
speeds, and resilient net-
work ecosystems.

work ecosystems. So, if the
Internet ever goes down,
the U.S. would bounce
back fastest, thanks to 115
undersea cables and 209
hubs (Internet exchange
points) linking it to the
world.

With 30 Internet ex-
change points and 65 ca-
bles, the United Kingdom
is the best-prepared coun-
try for any Europe-wide
network breakdown, while
Indonesia relies on 72 sub-
marine Internet cables and
77 exchange points, as per
information released by
TRG Datacenters.

The research examined
nearly 100 countries to
find which ones could han-
dle the Internet blackout
best. The study is useful for
digital resilience policy and
infrastructure planning.

* 9th globally in digital breakdown
readiness.

* Vulnerability score: 23.4
(Sweden 24.3 at 10th).

Top & Bottom:
» U.S. best prepared (score 0).
* India ahead of Sweden.

Submarine Cables:
* India: 22 (lowest among listed).
» U.S.: 115 (highest).

Population Using Internet:

» 70% of India’s population
use Internet.

» Higher usage — higher risk
during disruptions.

Population Internet Usage

(Comparative):

* Indonesia: 72.8%

* Australia: 96.1% (highest)
e UK.: 95.5% | U.S.: 94.7%

(NI Pe)-

Internet Exchange Points (I1XPs):
e India: 40 | U.S.: 209 (highest)
* Indonesia: 70 | U.K.: 30

Why IXPs Matter:
* More IXPs — decentralised
exchange of data.

» Lower costs, faster speeds,
resilient networks.

U.K. Preparedness:

* 30 IXPs and 65 submarine
cables.

» Best-prepared for Europe-wide
network breakdown.

Study Details:

» Examined nearly 100 countries.

 Useful for digital resilience
policy & infrastructure planning.
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Terrorism’s data retreat hides emerging global threats

t first glance, the macroeconomic
indicators of global security offer a rare
moment of statistical comfort. Recent
reports suggest that global terrorism
experienced a noteworthy decline in 2025, with
fatalities around the world falling to 5,582 across
2,944 recorded incidents - representing a 28%
drop in deaths and a 22% reduction in overall
attacks. With as many as 81 nations registering
measurable improvements in their domestic
security landscapes, a superficial reading of the
data might suggest that the international
community is finally turning the tide against
terror, or as the strategists prefer to call it,
asymmetric warfare.

Beyond statistical comfort

Yet, there lies a far more unsettling reality: the
world is not necessarily becoming safer; it is
becoming unevenly unsafe. The aggregate
reduction in violence masks a profound
structural mutation in how terror operates,
where it thrives, and how we, as a global society,
perceive it.

It raises a haunting philosophical and strategic
question: have we begun to subconsciously
accept terrorism not as a horrific aberration to be
entirely eradicated, but as a “normal” tax on
modemn civilisation?

There is an insidious trap in treating aggregate
declines as a triumph. When violence becomes
highly concentrated, it risks becoming invisible to
the global conscience. The data show that nearly
708 of all terrorism-related deaths are now
compressed into five countries: Pakistan, Burkina
Faso, Nigeria, Niger, and the Democraitt Republic
ofthe Comgz Sub-Saharan Africa, particularly the

volatile Sahel region, alone accounts for over half

of all global fatalities.

Because the vast majority of this devastation
occurs within these specific, vulnerable
geographies, the wealthier and more stable
quarters of the world are prone to a dangerous
complacency. When terrorism is confined to
nations already beset by chronic systemic
fragility, the international community tends to
relegate it to background noise - a tragic feature
of post-colonial states.

This regional containment fosters a false sense
of security. Not every terror incident is a
Pahalgam: organised, ruthlessly planned and
flawlessly executed. The rise of decentralised,
transnational, and rapid digital recruitment has
facilitated lone-actor attacks in many countries.
When the methodology of terror shifts from
massive, e imdvicaual strikes incited on online
platforms, the risk calculus changes.

Shashi Tharoor

Fourth-term Member
of Parliament

(Lok Sabha) for
Thiruvananthapuram

(Congress party),
the Chairman of the
Parliamentary
Standing Committee
on External Affairs
and the Sahitya
Akademi
Award-winning author
of 29 books, including
‘Pax Indica: India and
the World of

the 21st Century’

While the
world may be
recording
fewer
terrorist
attacks, it is
simultaneously
confronting

a far more
resilient and
adaptive
adversary

internalised, ambient hazard of modern
pluralistic societies. By treating these as an
unavoidable operational hazard of the 21st
century, we risk normalising the unacceptable.

Reaction to prevention

To prevent terrorism from metastasising further,
counter-terrorism strategy must move away from
reactive responses and toward addressing the
structural ecology of extremist violence. There
are two critical arenas where this intervention
must take place: the blurring line between state
vulnerability of international frontiers.

First, the data establishes an overwhelming
correlation between political instability and
violent extremism: an estimated 99% of all
terrorism-related deaths occur in nations already
entangled in armed confiict. Terrorism is rarely
an isolated phenomenon generated in a vacuum;
it is the ultimate by se. Where state capacity is
hollowed out, extremist groups swiftly step into
the vacuum, offering alternative forms of
primitive security, or ideological certainty to
disillusioned populations.

Second, the geography of modern terror has
become distinctly granular. Over 60% of attacks
now take place within 100 kilometres of
international borders. These frontier zones,
frequently neglected (or weaponised) by central
governments, offer ideal operational sanctuaries.
In these porous margins, terrorist syndicates
manage cross-border movements, establish illicit
supply lines, and conduct recruitment enabled or
unhindered by state authority.

Curbing this threat requires an intentional
re-investment in state capacity, development and
border sovereignty. If central authorities continue
to treat borderlands as secondary priorities, they
leave the door open for non-state actors to
entrench themselves. Furthermore, development
assistance must be strategically aligned with
security imperatives, treating the reinforcement
of judicial systems, localised policing, and basic
administrative services as the primary bulwarks

Whether the statistical downward trend
recorded in 2025 will endure remains an open
The contemporary security landscape is caught in
a tug-of-war between institutional stabilisation
efforts and powerful destabilising catalysts.

The constriction of violent extremism to a
smaller pool of actors ~ specifically the five
dominant networks (Islamic State, Jama'at Nusrat
Al-Islam wal Muslimeen (JNIM), Tehrik-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP), Al-Shabaab, and Boko Haram)

- means that counter-terrorism forces can
achieve maximum impact through highly focused
intelligence and interdiction efforts. As the threat
becomes more localised and frontier-centric,
multinational intelligence apparatuses must
become equally agile, disrupting cross-border
logistics before they can scale into wider
insurgencies. Tech platforms and state regulatory
bodies must continue to refine their capabilities
to detect and dismantle decentralised digital
radicalisation pipelines before they can catalyse
lone-actor violence.

However, the headwinds militating against a
sustained decline are formidable. The ongoing
conflicts in West Asia threaten to corpletely
reverse recent global gains. Prolonged warfare,
mass displacement, and the systematic erosion of
state insttiufionu for ectrémist resurgence in 2026
and beyond. The persistence of major
geopolitical conflicts, including India-Pakistan,
lowers the barriers to entry for new, fragmented
radical actors, further coniplicating the global
manage cross-border reriermets Iilicit hollowsea
to emd, the eercissceeo are highly adaptied
entities. When squeezed globally, they fragment,
localiise, and embed tonragiriinanic (or plobal
threat matrix.

Furthermore, even within the current
downward trend, the stark resilience and
adaptability of organisations such as the TTP -
which bucked the general decline by increasing
its attacks - serve as a potent warning. Modern
terrorist organisations are highly adaptive
entities. When squeezed globally, they fragment,
localise, and embed themselves within
pre-existing doresic ethhic or pairiviczd
poditical grievances, making them extrai
trordinarily difficult to curb.

The complacency trap

The ultimate lesson of the contemporary security
paradigm is that terrorism is not receding; it is
simply reorganising. The international
community cannot afford to be lulled into a state
of complacency by declining agyregates; it is
simultaneously confronting a far more complex,
resilient, and adaptive adversary.

For nations such as India, navigating an
immediate strategic environment surrounded by
highly volatile neighbourhoods and cross-border
security challenges, these transformations
require a continuous, sophisticated recalibration
of both domestic and regional counter-terrorism
doctrines. True security Will not be actreold by
celebrating statistical lulls, but by relentvesly
dismantling the fault lines of conflict, governasce
failures, and digital radicalisation that allow
the oextzsmeneanieweroe odimonammet aflow tine
next surge of terror to take root.

f

® Decline in 2025:

5,582 deaths, 2,944 incidents
128% deaths, 122% attacks

~

® Complacency Risk:

Data decline = normalisation

Terror seen as “background noise”

® Death Concentration:

70% deaths in 5 countries
Sahel region > 50% fatalities

s

® New Threat Patterns:

Decentralised networks, digital

radicalisation, lone-actor attacks

s

® Conflict Link:

99% deaths in conflict-affected

countries

f
@ Border Vulnerability:

60% attacks within 100 km of
international borders

7

® Action Required:

State capacity, development,
border sovereignty, policing,
judicial strengthening

’

@ Adaptability of Terror Groups:

Fragment, localise, exploit

grievances, hard to curb

s

® Key Takeaway:

Terrorism not receding;
reorganising. Need sustained,

proactive counter-terrorism.




Srijan India One | Newspaper Today | 11@'&1?2026

JNTdeRaTe @1 2eT TS Fe T ot ! - caivd IHTER (QUICK NEWS)
I AP G (HUTEHIY) meilt| e bl ) bbb uuph R
« R-AR AU | TS BT 890 fafera= sier &t ufdagar
e " . Afge 221 ¥ firrae, Afd [ e 6 e ] T uAIEE dra @S Sl UEY ag & 7|
g e O e SR E * WHE T e Fr Fmior Pl a3 g, ama w Rw ik Fer i
", / - dR-gE e R | | y 1 AR srarEddt w B =fE wifea fisam
. 3o HEeagAe= Wm ' ariuferT M afafa gomeht @ 3tk YRA-Y.&. AR IS & d8d S|
IR BRea wdffag @ g | ' STt m’ Hoigd B B AT ST | B i w3 Pege ok SeTm &
. aﬁﬁmA}.m « TUTEETgYl TEH |/ A ‘gfdsfea fEonsgs’ & agema & san
S N W;?QSWHW‘ ( Y — ik Rferat Iga a=wet §1 IqanTEar gean IR AEfRe @R W SR |
W@ E worga wfafaa . gdeeita weafa | drea qgmara;a‘hh%wmwﬁamaﬂwm
- msg * FHOI Al 3 Sy vt et T g € &1 o el Qanail } A UN|
i mmm' . &R Slepei ) - weRnadi B SR Afsha Imava® a3 as ggT WA
s @ w2 e 5 wnﬁsﬂm:qlaﬂﬁsauwmasqﬁ
GS Il + iaRes gran « dwar | GS Il » §8g « aMEA - "Hga |fafaar SH: TR ;
{ms + UN srex-3Ren worffa J ATRE - i den } - ;mg;mwﬁﬁﬁ:"wml
7.9. ¥ fadte-ugefa fr =1
9 3ﬂaw3qaa(mraiﬁa) & AR & feig fadta e N ]
. et T A e e ey &1 dfas (Huredia) el 1 i & wivender sited @
T BT TG AT | : FO1 61
" % / . iy fRrar ¥ vl =1 | FB1: ATl B TIHA MTHIAAGOT B | |
- frsara agan §1 [) s&& qgae oz & o= § 26.5% $H 3fF)
& GuUR fefe fawaw e Aot H wrfierd seiga)
RS SH ity E) wsarie geft: ura # ofif Xbox
 BUUF F g | gt 3§ S B
: wﬁafi:::;gasﬂz dfa® gife 3k Besht ot
alaa | \ - - -
. efafers Rara ¥ farg URA® d2a (PRELIM FACTS)
fasfta sy smavas | B ;zr'?xar{w I=7¢ F ura wEfaa Madies
GS Nl + snefarazen » wo@Mg Ay | Y, S
FAUA + Yol e B e20 $u=: 99 § 20% gester Rsor
' | [E) vBsA R 2025: UGC, AICTE, NCTE & I W
Uael Rams &1 gwaa|
e Hed WY (Wiedrse) ‘ B FATF: == FifRT ik s RAadeor A @33
a-amm/mﬁ qrenT 3far-aerd e |
wedt fRafdy or warer sreran &1 ﬁ uRater @t AR AP | [ ¥-aean fofe aRdteEn: w.u. ok Sa. S @
TS anfefs SR ‘ y « $B Al B anfefe aw ‘ IiaR-AMFT 511 T>IaRoT 9fRkEsEr)
59 fiRrae & @18 &1 e—— &t 3=t Fwely Wer: REDpa wes Faf I
ara 3R srawd F & T —— - &% FgEl & A 3k o For gram 3R wgwor F @t
g;ﬁmiémtl [ AT ] [ IEGILY ] Wﬁﬁdﬂ | WRA-4.3F. FTA: axgaif, |anaii, Fae ik
ma};f}m T o e - yfar sfermeor, gamasn 3k g G FHATA|
| AR yffr aftrreor qAfaoT TR e | . & ik sl
; m'mm SR WFAR SERR anfits faeTs gmﬁasﬂ?gm . wERR warg 3k e i a2l kgl i
waa aftad= & A wfasy | SR il ST L I SRTEr;| - Bl wF Ru anfife gfReionr: 2026 & Afas
GS| - FHA + SR | U AN gE3 | (GS N « o « sraiReen - yfA aftrrgor | @@ ~3% arpnfae )
N - P T e J ‘ grearacht (VOCABULARY) |
TSR A E20 &1 9919 far, IITs, IIMs, Sgia fasafaasae T HRA $SIAT DA Bl sea (Elusive) — o wassn, agar==
BRI Agersl 3-5% BH 8 Wabell 3 A VBSA HHa! U Tafed Srarg A fAgea & fog AR 22 ‘ TN B
Ezoﬁg‘m“&;gmms:fmnm P - XE:S%%:::EO:::':GC m:mm 2] :’T:T%R:'ﬂ;r::a—”m#imtﬂa
3-5% &H B! wwan §) o aHEA I
. 3k Ager ¢A- I Pranrs « oftag=, aire faefta
EErete N 1) LI el T | | D B~ e
- oftaer WigE ¥ e 409% wH b % ( e dm;ﬁq%m \ ' ;mw%m | Y 3zz=eff (Foresighted) — »fasa o g=ifaa =)
a wamﬁ;tmm T UM | | vafeameat] e swnit ) atr @1 N : mm&m T | FHESY JATh HIA aren
muuvzvhmamntn | o N - m“gvmmm TR | ‘ B w=raeh (Inclusive) — @ft @) @rer st g
‘ * £20 uﬂ(éu:m ufirs ?w ffand: waoear - ¥Dew | “mm + ghosgE w5 I 3R rEwR U= HA are |
:ir::g . w::;q- *:“é:'l‘w wetion Prames wpfidi - 4s man= T R A e gsf;:;a mrmm:m sadcan ’\ J




Srijan India One | Newspaper Today | 11 July 2026

TERRORISM’S DATA RETREAT
HIDES EMERGING GLOBAL THREATS

Global data shows decline,

( )i '®

Lone-wolf Online but threats are evolving.
attacks radicalisation | Lone-wolf attacks are
\ / increasing.

« Online radicalisation and

Emerging digital recruitment rising.
Threats « Terror groups using Al,
/ v\ encryption, crypto.
+ Fragile regions still provide
Tech-enabled Encrypted space for extremists.

e il | C Complacency can weaken

- “  security preparedness.
GS lll + Internal Security + Terrorism )
f FATF + UN Counter-Terrorism Strategy )

\ J

€) OVER AND ABOVE

« Fiscal measures must balance

revenue and growth,

Policy stability builds investor
..-,Il
N

N7

confidence.

Tax reforms should support
long-term growth.
Predictability in taxation

is essential.

* Public spending must be
efficient and targeted.

» Growth with fiscal prudence
is the way forward.

GS lll » Economy + Fiscal Policy
Taxation « Capital Expenditure

€ owiNDLING FoRTUNES

Article highlights decline

in fortunes of a sector/

community.

+ Structural and economic
factors driving the fall.

« Livelihood and income
opportunities shrinking.

* Policy intervention
is urgently needed.

« Skill, credit and market
support required.

« Sustainable transition

is critical for revival.

GS| + Society + Livelihoods
GS Il «+ Economy « Development

GOVT. DEFENDS E20, ADMITS
MILEAGE MAY DROP BY 3-5%

* E20 may reduce mileage
by 3-5% in some vehicles.

« Higher octane & better
anti-knock properties.

« Cleaner engine operation
& lower emissions. . —1

~40% lower lifecygle s | lIMs
carbon emissions, Y

* Supports formers through l '
othanol procurement.

« Ethanol cost rises when
crude oil prices fall.

-

GSI -
UGC -

S Gsm - Energy - Biofuels
~ Ethanol Blending + Climate Change

Concerns: Autonomy »
Regulatory Approvals « Penallics .

Education -
AICTE + Regulatory Reforms

Higher Education

o R N
* Frequent disruptions ‘
reduce parliamentary
[ Parliament's Role ] productivity. |
» Parliament must focus on
t : 1 legislation and scrutiny. l
[Legislata [Scrutinjse] [ Represent] « Committee system |
Executive People needs strengthening. |
| ) * Quality debate improves |
L law-making.
Stronger Committees « Consensus building
Better Debate enhances governance.
Effective Democracy + Institutions must earn
public trust.
GS Il » Parliament + Governance
Standing Committees + Accountability
\ J
o A FUTURE OF FINANCIAL W
« Financial inclusion must
translate into security.
» Savings, insurance and
pensions are critical.
+ Digital finance with strong
ﬁ! consumer protection.
« Financial literacy reduces ‘
Security Literacy vulnerab.lllty.
+ Responsible credit
supports resilience.
- * Inclusive finance drives
Protection equitable growth.
‘/_G;S—Illﬂo ;nclusive Growth + Financial Inclusion
' Jan Dhan - Insurance * Pensions |
- —— —
\ J/
— e —
THE UNCERTAIN FLIGHT OF * IE NN SY POt project
faces uncertainty.
PARANDUR AIRPORT e s
economic opportunities.
V& *v'f + Others concerned about |
I displacement. |
— » Questions on land
PR i - acquisition & rehab.
' Opportunity j [ Concerns I « Compensation and
" g - environmental impact
b - -La:d st remain key issues.
R b ‘ Roh:bc;i:n:io: * Need clarity and inclusive
Economic growth J ] Environmental impact | stakeholder dialogue.
" GSIl + Governance * Infrastructure )
L Land Acquisition « EIA - Rehabilitation
IITS, 1IMS, CENTRAL VARSITIES IS INDIA PREPARED TO HANDLE
PUSH BACK AGAINST VBSA NORMS AN INTERNET BLACKOUT?
* Institutes seek exemption « Internet blackout can
from VBSA Bill, 202S. sever critical services,
+ Bill replaces UGC, AICTE, « Affects finance, health,
NCTE with single regulotor. transport & governance,
, . Concmo:nrwtomm » Cybersecurity threats
N C;'tnl . and centralisation. are increasing.
[um raities| | APProval processes may + Need resilient digital
: [ 4 mm“ plex. infrastructure.
. : s Soon + Redundancy and backup
Cantralimtion "’ m“’ systems are essential,
":;:k“ ‘ml'ons. * Incident response

capacity must improve,

~ GSIIl + Cyber Security
A Critical Infrastructure « Resilience
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World Bank commits $890 mn for
solar rooftops in India

To expand rooftop solar and strengthen
clean energy access.

India lays out tariffs and quotas for
U.K. vehicles under trade deal
Framework announced for automobile
imports under FTA.

Change ‘addictive design’ of Facebook,
Instagram, says EU

EU asks Meta to modify addictive

design features.

One million women and girls lose
access to support amid aid cuts: UN
Aid cuts have impacted essential
services for women & girls.

PM’s New Zealand visit will unlock
new avenues of cooperation: govt.
Focus on trade, defence, education,
culture and people-to-people ties.

Protests over Ken-Betwa river link
project resume in M.P.

Villagers demand enhanced rehabilitation
and compensation.

Hasina plans return to Bangladesh
in Dec.

Sheikh Hasina says she will return and
surrender before courts.

Equity MF inflows see 26.5% surge
in June

Strong retail investor participation
continues.

Microsoft layoffs: Top Xbox employee
in India exits
Part of global restructuring and layoffs.

near Chennai, Tamil Nadu.

E20 Fuel: 20% ethanol blended petrol
launched pan-india.

VBSA Bill 2025: Proposes single regulator
replacing UGC, AICTE, NCTE.

FATF: Inter-government body to combat
money laundering & terror financing.

Ken-Betwa Link: Inter-basin transfer project
between MP and UP.

Rooftop Solar: Supports decentralised clean
energy and reduces grid stress.

U.K.-India FTA: Covers goods, services,
investments and mobility.

UN: One million women & girls affected

by reduced aid funding.

IMF: Global growth projected at ~3% in
2026 (World Economic Outlook, Apr 2026).

Retrenchment — Reduction in workforce

Oor resources.

Resilience — Capacity to recover quickly
from difficulties.
Complacency — Overconfidence that

avoids necessary action.

Pragmatic — Dealing with things in a
realistic and practical way.

Equitable -
impartiality.

Fair and just; ensuring

S

Parandur Airport: Proposed greenfield airport

/
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