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3 Human-Wildlife Conflict Centre

—_—— -

1 Ethanol Blended Petrol Programme 2 INS Mahendragiri

(PIB Backgrounder) Joins Eastern Fleet | of Excellence & National Portal

* India achieved 20% ethanol * Indigenous stealth frigate * Centre of Excellence set up
blending (E20) in 2025-26. under Project-17A. ' at WII-SACON, Coimbatore. |

* Reduces crude oil imports » Strengthens Eastern Naval National Human-Wildlife
and CO, emissions. Command. Conflict Portal launched.

* Focus on research, data
sharing & mitigation.

* Enhances blue-water and
maritime security capability.
* Advanced sensors, weapons

Benefits farmers and

F20 0 - Em,

* Feedstock: sugarcane, maize,

* Promotes coexistence and

20% Ethanol surplus food grains. and low signature design. reduces man-animal conflict.
80% Pet I * PO“CY support: Biofuels * Boosts Aatmanirbhar Bharat ‘ . Supports evidence-based |
ouo Policy 2018, SATAT Scheme. in defence manufacturing. ' decision making.
¢ Objective: Energy security, — * Part of Nilgiri-class , * Strengthens early warning
clean energy, import saving. stealth frigates. ’ ; and response systems.
| 5

VALUE ADDITION: KEYWORDS: VALUE ADDITION: KEYWORDS: | VALUE ADDITION: ‘ KEYWORDS:
E20 ahead of target; . x = Improves India's deterrence g o Nilnie Data-driven platform for . .
India among top ethanol Slofust Ezo. stano! and presence in Indo-Pacific Erplect 1,7A g Chase better management and Human-Wildlife Conflict
blending countries. Energy Security « SATAT region. Stealth Frigate + Eastern Fleet policy support. Wil « SACON +« Portal

.
4 National CAMPA Governing Body India-Australia Agreement on Access 6 The Classrooms of Today Must Be
Approves Conservation Projects to CSIR Traditional Knowledge DL Designed Around the Jobs of Tomorrow
* 7th Governing Body + Agreement for access to : :3:;::?&:&::“:8:‘;'\'
meeting held. : CSIR-TKDL signed. ﬁ sy
* Performance review of * Protects India's traditional « Surat ITI Cluster announced
CAMPA scheme. knowledge globally. under PM-SETU.
Wild Water « New conservation projects « Prevents biopiracy and ] - Indt{str')'-lec_i skilling and
approved. wrongful patents. - curriculum mtegratno-n.
* Supports wildlife species . " Industry Skill i« Focus on employability and
AR, * Helps examiners identify Linkage [ Development ll Jobs demand-driven skills.
o Funding through prior art. + Aligns education with
; iti « Covers Ayurveda, Yoga, ® © 0 0 0 o future labour market.
Indian o bR g g Trad.t,o?d K.n e v Unani Sicyi:;ha etc = mASMMM * Supports demographic
Rhinoceros ~ * Implements CAMPA Act, 2016. Digital Library ' o dividend.
i e R g S X
VALUE ADDITION: KEYWORDS: VALUE ADDITION: - h VALUE ADDITION: KEYWORDS:
Strengthens biodiversity & g Promotes IPR protection Bridges education-employment x ¢
conservation and habitat C_ANFPA : AfSoreseation ; and global recognition of TKDL + CSIR gap; prepares youth for NFP 20?0 PM:-SETU
protection. Biodiversity *« Conservation traditional knowledge. Biopiracy * IPR future economy.  SkillIndia + Future Jobs
J o e J
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7 Balod (Chhattisgarh) Jan Bhagidari Model
Boosts #CatchTheRain Movement

« Balod district leads by example
in water conservation.

* Community participation
central to the model.

Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM) | . -
8 Mission Steering Group Meeting O Kavach Expansion On Northern Railway

, *» R206 crore approved for
Kavach expansion.

¢ Deployment over 680
route kilometres.

Third Mission Steering Group
meeting held.

Strengthens digital health

+

* Activities: rainwater harvesting, ABDM ecosystem in India. * Indigenous Automatic
recharge structures, revival of * ABHA ID for universal digital Train Protection System
water bodies. g ftv. 3

: : s i s ~ » Prevents Signal Passing
 Promotes interoperability ' at Danger (SPAD).

'« Automatic braking and
collision avoidance.

"« Developed by RDSO.

¢ Strengthens groundwater = (G =
and local water security. ‘E ” ‘ W and data sharing.

e Supports climate resilience —— L Improves access, quality
through local action. ABHAID Health Int empénﬁle and continuity of care.

* Follows theme: "Catchthe Records  Ecosystem  Supports evidence-based
Rain, Where it Falls, When it Falls_.\ health planning.
VALUE ADDITION: | KEYWORDS: " VALUE ADDITION: KEYWORDS: 3 VALUE ADDITION: ————
Jan Bhagidari ensures T . Digital health transformation Enhances railway safety, :
sustainable water governance } e i 4 s forg universal, accessible ABDM - ABHAID efficiency and p:ssengtyer Kavach « RDSO
| and climate adaptation. . Water Conservation JI{L healthcare. Digital Health + Interoperability | protection. ATP System + Safety
\ : i 4 z |
Other Important One-Liners :
FIU-IND case regarding large- Sports Injury Centre, / Drugs Rules, 1945 amended Ethanol Blended Petrol India hears online 86 cases
scale cyber fraud recognised Safdarjung Hospital & SAI . to strengthen regulation of Programme (EBP) of alleged bonded labour in
as runner-up at BECA 2026. sign MoU to strengthen ‘ 0 high alcohol-containing Backgrounder and FAQ Haryana brick kilns:
sports medicine. drug formulations. released by MoPNG. NHRC.




A pertect storm

A combination of natural calamity and
human failure laid Wayanad low

T he fragile hills of Kerala’'s Wayanad dis-

trict turned into the theatre of yet anoth-
er weather-induced disaster when a hea-
vy downpour, on July 7, triggered what looked
like a debris slide at the entrance to the under-
construction twin tunnel at Kalladi in Meppadi
panchayat, in the vicinity of Chooralmala, which
was wrecked by massive landslides two years
ago. Six workers were confirmed dead. The Kera-
la government has suspended construction work
until the completion of a comprehensive probe
into the causes and whether the work complied
with the conditions set by the Expert Appraisal
Committee under the Union Ministry of Environ-
ment, Forests and Climate Change (MoEFCC)
while granting environmental clearance for the
project.
¢ Ever since the great floods of 2018, Mep-
padi panchayat, which is over 7,000 ft above sea
level, has witnessed severe climate-induced ca-
tastrophes. Landslides hit the Puthumala area in
2019, within hours of an equally lethal landslide
across the hills in Kavalappara in Malappuram
district. Environmentalists, therefore, made an
impassioned plea against the ¥2,100 crore (ap-
proximately) 8.73-km-long twin-tube tunnel
road, linking Anakkampoyil in Kozhikode to Mep-
padi, flagging it as a recipe for disaster.

It was instead fast-tracked, citing the need for
accelerated mobility for the people of Wayanad,
which does not have tertiary care facilities.

In April this year, the Supreme Court cited
the project’s ‘national importance’ and rejected
the Wayanad Prakrithi Samrakshana Samithi’s
plea to halt it. The group is planning to seek a
review of the order.

As with all major disasters, this, too, appears
to have stemmed from a heady mix of failures.
Kerala Public Works Minister hurriedly pointed
to the company executing the construction on
behalf of the contractor, Konkan Railways, alleg-
ing that it ignored the department’s June 20 dea-
dline to remove excavation debris from the area.
The company fell back on the rainfall data and
the region’s landslide susceptibilty. Security
camera visuals suggest an avalanche-like flow of
debris down the slope of the hill that was being
bored. Whether a mudslip in the upper reaches
caused the debris to cascade down will only be
known after a geomorphological probe.

On the face of it, the State’s disaster management
machinery was not up to the job. The synoptic con-
ditions in the area on the eve of the present disas-
ter were eerily similar to those on the eve of the
2024 calamity.

Wayanad has a fragile ecology, and any infrastruc-
ture project must involve meticulous ecological and
climate-resilience planning and uncompromising
execution. As it investigates the lapses, the State

should review the project’s social and environmen-
tal ~Arracte ard oncnivoe thof ~Alirmato tmddiicad crafockheres
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Wayanad (Kerala) hit by heavy downpour on 7 July 2026
triggering debris slide at under-construction tunnel, Kalladi.

Six workers confirmed dead; construction suspended;
comprehensive probe ordered.

Environmental clearance conditions under MoEFCC to be examined.

Wayanad has witnessed recurring climate disasters: 2018 floods,
2019 Puthumala landslides.

Experts opposed 2,100 crore tunnel road project (8.73 km, twin-
tube) linking Anakkampoyil (Kozhikode) to Meppadi.

Project fast-tracked for ‘accelerated mobility’ despite ecological risks.

April 2026: Supreme Court upheld ‘national importance’ and
rejected plea to halt project.

Wayanad Prakrithi Samrakshana Samithi to seek review.

Raises issue of development vs ecological safety & judiciary
deference.

Failures cited: ignoring June 20 deadline to remove debris.

Company blamed rainfall & landslide susceptibility.
CCTV shows avalanche-like debris flow; cause to be known
post geomorphological probe.

State disaster management machinery inadequate.

Synoptic conditions similar to 2024 disaster, yet preparedness
lacking.

Early warning, risk mapping & monitoring systems need strengthening.

Wayanad has fragile ecology.

Need meticulous ecological & climate-resilient planning and
uncompromising execution.

Review social & environmental costs; prevent future climate-
induced catastrophes, not just respond.

UPSC Relevance: Disaster Management, Environment, Governance,
Infrastructure, Climate Change.

Key Concepts: Sustainable Development, Precautionary Principle,
Intergenerational Equity.

Exams Angle: Case study for balancing development with ecological
security & institutional accountability.
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Building a durable India-Australia partnership

rime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to

Australia this week has been big on

substance and high on optics. The
choreegaphy is familiar now given the warmth
in the relationship: a forward-leaning loadership
interaction, a massive diaspora event and a joint
statement packed with deliverables and road
central to its economic diversification strategy. Its
new economic road map and packed ministerial
calendar for India underwrite this intent. The
elite consensus seems bipartisan and the

convergence only growing.

Turning convergence into alignment

Yet, the harder part for most strategic
relationships is drawing the line between
convergence and alignment. The two might
sound like synonyms, but they are not.
Convergence is two countries arriving at similar
conclusions about the world for their own
reasons. Alignment is what happens when those
separate conclusions are built into matching
capabilities, institutions and habits of
engagement. India and Australia have achieved a
great deal of the first. The real test of this visit,
and of the years after it, is whether it endures by
delivering the second.

The convergence is not in doubt, and it is easy
to see why it has deepened. Both countries are
hedging against overdependence in a global
order in transition. Australia's dependence on
China, and.irre dependence on an unpredioatle
Washington, hane conme onder vt s:istiee
stnumiorer™ Lowy Institute Poll found trust in the
with narrow of otf of Australians saying that
Canberra should distance itself from Washington
under U.S. President Donald Trump. India is
running its parallel diversification across energy
suppliers, defence platforms and critical minerals
processing, driven by a similar instinct.

New Delhi wants to limit its exposure; the Iran
and Ukraine conflicts have driven home that any
single-point dependency, however longstanding.
is now a liability. No country can single-handedly
balance China or hedge against American
unpredictability. Together, and alongside
partners such as Japan, they improve their odds.
That is genuine convergence.

This visit has produced tangible evidence of
that strategic lock-in. A Joint Declaration on
Defence and Security Cooperation delivers a
memorandum of understanding (MoU) between

Shruti Pandalai

Inaugural India Chair
at The Lowy Institute,
Sydney, Australia

Bevond warm
optics and
deepening
convergence,
India-Australia
ties face the
challenge of
converting trust
into lasting

alignment.

Indian Coast Guard and adopts an India-Australia
Maritime Security Collaboration Roadmap to
address shared threat perceptions. These are
practical mechanisms that deepen
interoperability without altering the basic
character of the relationship: India remains a
trusted security partner, not an ally.

security, Australian uranium has been legally
available to India since the bilateral 2014 civil
nuclear agreement, but it never actually moved
commercially, largely because findia’s own
nuclear liability law made foreign suppliers
nervous about exposure.

That changed with the SHANTT Act last
December, which reformed that liability regime.
The agreement on uranium has operationalised a
deal lying dormant for a decade.

Thohahed the Australia-India Partnership on
Cyber, Critical Technologies and Sappiy Chanits
(PACTS), while reaffirming the complimentaity to the
Australia-Canada-India Technology and

resilient technology partnerships through flexible
minilateral arrangements. These are examples of
alignment beginpies of alignment beginning to take
institutonal form.

There are focus areas, there are problems

But for alignment to be durable, convergence
must translate into operational overlap. This is
most consequential in the Indian Ocean, a region
where Australian and Indian interests overlap
most naturally. Both are Indian Ocean states with
real stakes in the region’s sea lanes. India's
Information Fusion Centre-Indian Ocean Region
has emerged as a key hub for maritime domain
awareness, even as Australia pays closer attention
to its western seaboard and Indian Ocean
approaches. The two navies have converged on
similar risk assessments of shadow fleets, threats
to undersea cables and coercive activity below
the threshold of conflict.

The new Coast Guard MoU and Maritime
Security Collaboration Roadmap narrow the gap
between strategic intent and operational
cooperation. Yet, Australia's most consequential
force-structure decisions, from AUKUS (trilateral
security partnership between Australia, the
United Kingdom, and the U.S.) to its broader
defence posture, remain oriented the
fowarftrvamute, Westendia's straegic plannets
Western Pacific, whlle Indiegic planners
continue to divide attention between continental
threats and maritime challenges. The shared
ground is real; it is simply narrower than the

political convergence sometimes suggests.

grown sharply since the Economic Cooperation
and Trade Agreement came into force, but
industry voices behind dosed doors argue that
growth sits disproportiontiely with large firms.
Smaller exporters on both sides remain unaware
of how to use it. Track 1.5 dialogues have flagged
this as an operationalisation gap.

The knowledge deficit is more obvious when
one looks at Australian public consciousness on
India. This year’s Lowy Poll found only 5% of
Australians expect India to be the world’s most
important power a decade from now, against 54%
for China, even as trust in India remains
comparatively high. Convergence at the top has
not yet trickled down into wider awareness of
India’s strategic heft.

The diaspora opportunity
The diaspora remains the biggest opportunity to

change this, but with a caveat. Indian-origin
Australians are now the country’s largest
immigrant-born community, ahead of the
U.K.-born population for the first time. Political
leadership has celebrated the diaspora’s
contribution, and a Centre for Australia-India
Relations study finds that Australians broadly
recognise it as skilled migrants, students and
workers. Bet, or an electoral constituency, is not
that diaspore leverage into a public case for why
India matters economically to the average
Australian. It would require instirutionalisng the
diaspora’s comparative advantage in helping
Australian Small and Medium-sized Enterprises
navigate Indian regulatory and business culture,
and vice versa, rather than leaving that work to
indivduat sn:vamen that work to

individual champions. [t would also mean
untangling the mobiiirs. It would also mean s
untangling the mobility of Indian professionals
from Australia’s increasingly fraught migration
politics.

Mr. Modi's visit has provided fresh ballast for
these conversations about the future of the
India-Australia partnership. Hise message on
Australian Pension funds investing in India
particularty resonated in the room when he said

|

India would not just treat them as capital butas a |

marker of strategic trust imposed by Australian
families in India. These statements matter
because they build the broader public
consciousness of India as a trusted partner
the future. Convergence got India and
Australia to the table; itis these it s these
steps that institutionalise engagement

incrementally that build alignment.

PM Modi’s visit to Australia: strong
substance with high optics.

Australia sees India as central to its
economic diversification strategy.

New economic roadmap & ministerial
engagements underline this intent.

Convergence # Alignment.
Convergence: Similar worldviews.

Alignment: Matching capabilities,
institutions & habits.

Real test: Whether the relationship
delivers alignment over time.

Both countries hedge against
overdependence (China & an
unpredictable U.S.).

Trust in U.S. among Australians at
record low (319%) ~ Lowy Poll.

Together with partners like Japan,
India & Australia improve their odds.

4

Defence MoU + Maritime Security
Roadmap deepen interoperability.

Uranium deal operationalised after
SHANTI Act reforms.

PACTS launched for Cyber, Critical
Technologies & Supply Chains.

~

- —

7

Operational overlap needed in Indian
Ocean (sea lanes, undersea cables,
shadow fleets).

Australia’s focus: Western Pacific;
India's: Continental + Maritime threats.

Shared ground exists but narrower

than political convergence.
=)

Trade growth benefits large firms;
SMEs unaware (operationall gap).

Only 5% Australians see India as most
important power in a decade.

Strategic awareness of India remains low.

Indian-origin Australians = largest
immigrant community.

Need to convert diaspora strength
into economic & strategic leverage.

Institutionalise diaspora role in
business, culture & mobility.

—

Australia Pension funds in India signal
strategic trust.

Convergence brings both to the table;
alignment builds lasting partnership.
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know your
English

S. Upendran

“What'’s the matter with you today? You
look worried.”

“Everyone in the company is worried.
Atul is coming tomorrow. And everyone
knows that he is the boss’ hatchet man.”

“Hatchet man?”

“Do you know what a hatchet is?”

“Of course I do. It’s an axe. So is a
‘hatchet man’ someone who goes around
killing people with an axe?”

“That was the original meaning, I
believe. A ‘hatchet man’ was a hired
assassin.”

“What does the word mean now?”

“Nowadays the term is usually used to
refer to someone who does all the dirty
work for his boss. One of the meanings of
‘hatchet man’ is someone who is hired by
a company to bring about changes which
the employees may not like.”

“Like getting rid of people?”

“Yes, downsizing is one of the things
that a hatchet man does.”

“Do you mean to say that all big
companies have a hatchet man on their
payroll?”

“That’s right. Let me tell you, being a
hatchet man is not an easy job.”

“I don’t want to be a hatchet man. Tell
me, why do you bring back those silly
paintings from the office every weekend?
Why don’t you just leave them there?”

“...we have been told never to leave
anything in our office over the weekend. |
understand there are several people who
have sticky fingers.”

“Sticky fingers? Then why don’t you get
them to wash their hands?”

“Ha! Ha! That’s a good one. When you
say that someone has sticky fingers, it
implies he/she steals things. It's an
expression used in informal contexts.”

“I see. There is a rumour going around
that Govinda has sticky fingers.”

“Whenever Sunder visits our place
several things go missing. There is no
doubt about it. He has sticky fingers.” -

“My mother got rid of our maid
because she had sticky fingers.”

“Oh, by the way, there is an article
about your favourite actor in today’s
newspaper. Have you read it?”

“No, what does it say?”

“According to the writer, your hero
doesn’t have horse sense.”

“Do you mean to say that he doesn’t
know anything about horse racing?”

“No, no! When you say that someone
has no horse sense, it implies that he has
no common sense."”

‘Horse sense means common sense,
eh? Our school Principal is not a great
scholar, but he has enough horse sense to
tackle everyday problems.”

“Ramesh is of the opinion that women
in general don’t have horse sense.”

“If Sujatha comes to know about this
she will tear him to pieces. Do you know
that Sujatha’s father has bought Mr.
Sinha’s old car?”

“Good grief! Why has he bought that
dreadful thing! He's really scraped the -
bottom of the barrel to get that old car.”

“...scraped the bottom of the barrel? I
can probably guess the meaning of the
expression. Usually when you scrape the
bottom of the barrel, you get a lot of
things that you don’t need.”

“...excellent. It means that he/she is
choosing from the worst.”

“He is choosing from what is left over.”

“Exactly! When Sujatha asked Rakesh
whether he would be interested in going
to the concert with her, she knew she was
scraping the bottom of the barrel.”

“When the company hired you, | knew
they were scraping the bottom of the
barrel. Ha! Ha!”

Published in The Hindu on March 27, 2001

» Hatchet Man - Originally a hired assassin; today,
used for someone who does unpleasant or
tough work for the boss.

» Often used by companies or leaders to
implement unpopular changes.

» Example: Downsizing, workforce restructuring.

* Downsizing - Reducing workforce to improve
efficiency or cut costs.

» Hatchet man removes or reduces people
in an organisation.

* Linked to business restructuring, cost-cutting.

-
%

» Sticky Fingers - Idiom for a person who steals
or has a habit of taking things that don’t
belong to them.

* Informal expression; used in everyday
conversation.

» Reflects ethics, integrity and accountability
in workplaces.

\ U >/
3 3 )
* Horse Sense - Common sense, practical
judgment in doing things.
» Not about horse riding; metaphorically
used for wisdom.
» Essential quality for leaders, administrators
and public servants.
. 7
* Scraping the Bottom of the Barrel -
Selecting the worst or least desirable option
due to lack of better choices.
* Indicates desperation or low standards.
* Used in hiring, purchasing, decision making.
0 &

UPSC Relevance

o Ethics: Integrity, transparency, accountability.

» Governance: HR management, downsizing
policies, organisational behaviour.

e Society: Workplace culture, informal language
& expressions.

¢ Communication: Importance of idioms in
understanding context.

e Essay Link: Ethical leadership and value-based
administration.
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Why is the Centre revising the NFSA? | 5onimss

household/month).
Why has the Centre proposed changing AAY foodgrain entitlements? How will the proposed amendment affect households? Why are Tamil Nadu and Kerala + Current: 35 kg per household per month.
opposing? Could the amendment widen regional disparities in foodgrain allocation? « Draft amendment: Targets first proviso of
Section 3.

EXPLAINER
T. Ramakrishnan

» Public comments open till 13 July.

Grains of debate

T s i s The Centre’s proposed amendment 1o the National Food Security Act has triggered concerns that foodgrain allocations under the Antyodaya Anna s
n July 6, Tamil Nadu Chief ey ey e (I8 PUS Nem » Existing household-based system
Minister C. Joseph Vijay ~ leads to inequity.
wged the Centre to retain
the peesent provision of 35 kg of » Smaller households get more
foodgrains per household per month per-capita benefit.
meant for the poorest of the poor, and * Aim: Remove intra-category
not to make it a per capita system. The inequities.
next day, the CPI(M) Polit Burcau voiced -
concern and demanded that the . « Ensure rational allocation & better
proposed amendment to the entithe agot, . oas A
P B R TR REE- nutrition alignment.
immediately after the Union garr B : « Inclusion of ineligible persons not
made public its plan to amend the =0 v, addicased
National Food Security Act (NFSA), o oy, M50 :
Kerala’s Food Minister Anoop Jacob = X Q: >
expressed reservations over the move, et — 3 - N
—— + Kerala & TN oppose amendment.
What is the amendment mooted? _ § > Q?
~. - .
On June 24, the Union Food and Public 4 $ * Nuclear families suffer if cap on
Distribution (F&PD) Department, while - v i e
publishing a draft amendroent Bill to the - quantity B .
m‘ llﬂwwldn ’d"’ "h' °ﬂ“ bala ?mw _‘  Rice is staple food; reduction
seven kg focxigrains per month, subject toa A ‘ increases out-of-pocket cost.
maximan of 35 kg per household per .
month. At present, the entitlement is for Table 1: AAY coverage, beneficiaries and foodgrain allocation ﬂnebdnnce:‘n\eam'uidwd‘me ammdmensarelo + North-South divide may widen.
the entire household with a ceiling of 35 remove intra-category inequities, provide for more rational 3 >,
month. The amendment i e S i — A R
kg per proposed amen e No.of AAY  No.of foodgrains requirements. M. SRINATH (s N
dm“.wsﬁm oS aection (la)( bouseholds  persons  for 2026-27 » TN & Kerala have strong PDS legacy.
Section receive foodgrains in bakh lakh ‘ : Off- ! politi e
beidised prices by bt oo 0 )  (nlakh)  (in toanes) Table 2: Off-take and distribution in the Southern States . F politics shaped political

eligible households) of the Act. The public =~ Andhra Pradesh 9.09 8.48 22.48 3,81,557 How the South fared during the current history (1952, 1967)
can comment on the amendments tll July  Kamataka ' 12 103 4272 460,740 financial year up to the month of May 2026 (tonnes) ry ' °
3 "“1""‘: Ml g"‘."'.’i::':d""l - Kerala 5.96 593 1853 2.50.236 State | Allocation  Off take (drawal) + Centre assured 2013 allocations
saurabhsmar.edu@gov.in. Tamil Nadu . 1865 62.21 7.82.771 Andhra Pradesh 63,593 63503 57,837 legally protected.
‘\'\:! is the change being proposed? Puducherry* (UT) 0.32 0.77 0 Kerala 41,706 39,812 20,458 NFSA in Nov 2016
entitlement, though intended as a Share of the South | 52.51 162.37 21,13.378 Tamil Nadu 130462 | 190,135 |  1,21,709 \ J
protective measure for the mast Al India 250 777.41 99,33,042 Telangana 39679 $9.519 | 38893 ( : N
vuinerable families, results in : ‘ Share of the South = 3,52,230 4,10375  2,73,900 .« Amendment may lower allocations
&Wm""‘;‘%h Source: Foodgrain bulletin for May *As Puducherry follows the concept of direct 16,55,505 17,24,185  13,75.621 for small families.
howehdd” acconding to 2026, Department of Food and Public  benefit transfer, no allocation has been made. o A
Department. Smaller households receive Distribution, Government of India ** foodgrains - rice, wheat and coarse grains « States fear reduction in quantity
a higher per-capita entiilement, whereas “ o of free foodgrains.
larger households receive a lower nmerciptid in nuestoon werre being ‘The existing household-based would cause a fall in the monthly
per-capita entitlerent, which may ﬁlll swift tle haodhnge ion? & rine entitlement, though Intended as a Sllotaticn ol'afood;ains fram 65,261 « AAY cardholders: 15.75 lakh
below the entitement available to priority | 1063. the for beopdo et hiinacnb ce tine protective measure for the mast tonnes to 42,040 tonnes, stated that the (TN), total beneficiaries 58.51 lakh.
houscholds. ibetle per-acxpita entle frm. be birger vilnerable familics, results in number of AAY cardbolders below the \ 3
The aim and purpose are to remove hwseboklsrfochraloqfcrwl?efpet- significant inequities depending family size of five members is 15.75 lakh
intra-category inequities, provide for below the entitlement avitlaled priority upon the size of the household' (out of a total of 18.64 lakhs), covering o Need wider consultation.
more rational foodgrain allocation. and M:M e 58.51 lakh beneficiaries (total: 69.27
better align entitlements with nutritional b chgible 'o“c'*'.! m‘. ventually, lakhs). “Rice pﬂﬂﬂtd to the AAY Y Suggestion: 30 kg per family'
requirements, a note prepared by the intre extracted a magice coocendEn Tt be eligible to receive free rice. Eventually, cardholders is a staple ingredient of all irrespective of size
Wd’:ﬁ' :‘cmmm'::dmm she extracted a major concession from lhrcemeals::hdredlyandannotbe poes ’
However. the proposed amendment utncting allocatioes, uk. rerable the Union mment that the existin substituted any other commodity 2 :
inclighle persons as beneficiaries, a 35 1S W armaserpiee (K tie tero the States would be legally safeguarded. substantial out of pocket expenses,” he burden.
problem that persists at the State level. souhera neghboocs jematmamt. Hence, it was no surprise that the two said. .
lcsimeheaomclnhoaofu:e southern neighbours joined the rest of the Bcsld.cs.AnuradhaTalwa.r.aﬁlflcuonaly s N
What is the story behind the two implemating the lew. implaeting te law. country in November 2016 in of the Right to Food Campaign, said that the UPSC Quick Points
southern States’ opposition? families ofm h:: weae tmgx!u:e«.; and implementing the law. Wnt would bring a “North-South
Itis not for the first fime that the two. | "0V 9f "Bree olvémlascer SIS oo St S « NFSA, 2013 - Legal right to subsidised
N S R, nepiticrroet rogperdsas of the Stozhhe Why are Tamil Nadu and Kerala nonhemScnsmﬂdgeth@er : 2
MWWMW the pdu:;t docs notseckto m;:.c:sm:;n g’:’"‘ I : b"t k";: Mh':‘ﬁm skt Siiies Qe ’ + Implemented: 2013 across India.
an - moNe, . M Mued
foel. Kerala, which has a lang history of :"“‘."“::"‘" — e out that States such as his, characterised =~ What is the way forward? + Covers Priority HH & Antyodaya HH.
tacing back to the now-abdabes (PDS) o m“"‘me. B by nuclear families, will be at a Ideally, such o change should have been Linked with SDG-2 (Zero H )
State of Travancore, introduced irdormal u’mddw.w mmml%';)@m‘ as there will be a reduction wwwmw;km&vwmu- ¢ Linkedw =& \&ero Hunger).
fm"ml : O‘m OMITEAE | The reason being that the governments of i"r,mhﬂ:mmd Wmh He  Antyodays Bl taed cinked Oiictie Socsee: * PDS — TPDS — One Nation One
vulnerable, and was perhaps the first to X —_— has recalled that even in 2013, when the govertment’s panels on the Stod, suggets ibe Ration Card.
lamxchafomall’DSinl%Z.thmcycaxs Nﬁ.“ﬁy.mmfmtdmmmto hmm&uwd‘m mm-ﬁﬂwm L 5
-aliocaton of 30Uy mer famcovilcoscmadcpeootabis
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g1-Ufafthes # weah ¥ U o1 &t | ugem: # A wfeferdt &1 1w AR 3 sifeferan & 16w
&Y 39 & gt $ forg Qrere R
3R T8 FH W gl IMD g gt w@r 82 sifevdes ) e Y e 3 40
5 wilabe : o O oS B QX o1 &CH & HPHd
e g ARge Y qof et A PIEERPIDNT | 2 gerfew ¥ vaomdd e gt
o &= ggam, ararg Ak o 5 I B I g FHfeferdt e fog =g vew Ay FwIEdt A
st wenerfraar adh 35 f&A # watsr gt o TR TS 6 Ao A A sfirar o e
« g 3um, faam a vl o STeTH, gfaron, 3"7"7‘"""?13"'5 :
i & RER R R e ; ‘ o Sl am, sivera, 3 miﬂfimﬁaﬁam%f!ﬁﬁag
o aifefer & qXPram s »ouwmi domtay | [gRaad REERE coeas oo ¢ 1 AT Fenpladi dem
smmmﬁm o goré auf gafgam: R [ | wErfiiafas, PCOS ik s
I mf&eﬁm%asamgﬁ’t qd @ gd-weq wRa # P (graew) faw & FHd 23 g
ajera!mq* Agar aat ) Evraar - o i it 31 &1 v@ fsar
« & wgrarR a s GO AT FTRAE &ard ared (UAV) & gelear &6t
WaRwtenee | ? . T B il deoh sife & forg A1 X it & amer fag
v s auf =1 Reafty ddas T8 .
; _ 6 ura # ¢Huswifaaa ufaded
2+2 Hag « §S1-9f@fs « QUAD ENSO + Ta i1t « IMD « Siearg ufRad= Hol-+ e « NCDs « RMNCH+A FauTd fire] AT @1 A= F fag
GS Il « icRfeita dader « am « Tt grRan GS | « ¥itet « Pfh « STeraryg GS Il » WG « SHESAT » SDG-3 NG YH
7 A& 4YRA $ GCC FArasfial o
9 anft @t 7 gam fFa yaR o’ &1 wrieite o sranga 9 SfEH: CEA
IO TR erbett STl & 3R 8 wravew Ik Al wréam H afg A
T forh o i faT B 3 3 o Jrgea g foan S & i i
& ) 1 T o et amara aE @ ol 9 g Hft o A Hiaradt A=t F dsit
X ' Lo SIENS SRRt O RS | feri € iR e  aead! sEEE & TESH
pefifds g Afer & 1 . :xm,-msamm Ra¥E & Y BT
aqafe Hran
)« Faw s ware vafa . A ¥
et - S AR e fiferw Saew (PRELIM FACTS)
wrftfds o afta sfErar 3k @ Bl scheafts dga  weh  © SEOES wRag @ A}
T  wriifas affeaaa o o WmaRs wfdi SR 2 o T wRa F SHSR qEE aan @
[mm :;"ﬁ“$ = . mm;m 3 NFSA, 2013 @Te TRam &1 SR 3iferas a1
(RSSO o YRR S (R iftrarseor 3k srgedan & o 4 THE Guel B SR S W W AT { a
; 5 Al @1 3uah #fdn F aranadt ggam
FeAlfa « wod e « fRrar AL e+ Y AfUBR « 3@ 3k shfam favdaor  frg oar 2
GS Il « sicRifiy wdu « afta gran GS |+ @A » GS Il » or&dt o 6  wrelta A W 1 3k v Ral A e awet @
= 7  ASEAN afta wan o & &t w6 @
&g NFSA § GeNe= ol 7 T YR B! Ui & |1 Harg dl 7 Al UgeR SifE w) 8  IMF % 3R 2025 i Afrs nfifes
fa@ra ~3.0% & &1 rgEE
W@I8? e & % Fen anfgg? TS wR HI ffsar s
9 NCRB @ "wrgn 37 §fEen” Rl nftrad semferer gven @
NFSA, 2013 | ° "memm . daedumdad wawz ¥ fawg ab Al 1 Faa o Al-BEW 3T TR T
e s 1 e
ot . TA L  aRaat A | s f o gregrdeit (VOCABULARY)
y R # gftad= o dwe WA 3 smevas | o W uR 3k gats g o sitoger Fram Aoh @ el 1 Resilience (Fdftemam) - mmﬁa‘fﬁ%m
sRA | o AR el ggeE A s e FaR dFA U T@A |« feaw H Al-sfa aw-fies § 918 bl
wFar Afam 2 Interoperability (dw-s#wsfea) — 3tem- 3rem wonferaf &
| o TR HW T ERA/ARGOT | o gl R BT | o TR 3 W A wi \ ) e T AL-TTER 0 B s-Za & e s én
HeM Jmrens R &1 | A R wrd s
! v b v | RBI e & wigaR et ot s
. # ¥ > 3 Mitigation ~ et € ik
miahm s . wgfera glewor ffra || swomefira || Rreerm | T T il as’tmu’-\ak:z::um
e o wma gran Befted @ wor @ warg it gvan Fara weR el 76, gy || fdm tqzm o Al 3mnfla dremadt qram, i Alichuaive it — ol ot el o
) e} 2iffa Rg ey et ok 3itf3e 3R e s S il
feara agreft smavas

= 3 i 5 Accountability (Faraddl) — v ol Boful & fg swodt
NFSA, 2013 + TPDS » el &M aiifa 3k FRan « adware « ey dd R e - foes o faffae 5 & afit v

GS Il « FeaoERt A5G « T « SDG-2 GS Il « dicriefa dau « w2t 2o « fRuamarg GS Il « yrefeaazan « qram « drafird!
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India, Australia deepen

Monsoon covers entire country,

Why more Indian couples are

2026

Galtn < ope A . o 1 Modi hails Australia’s social media
cooperation in Indo-Pacific a day later than normal being diagnosed with B onEi o el cbe
Secondary mferﬂhty 2 AIDS Prevention Society launches
;._;é o * Joint ngaration on.Defenoe . Southwest monsoon covered drive to improve HIV diagnosis
b & Security Cooperation adopted entire India on 9 July Sheondy + Inability to conceive after in Karnataka
e E ded military engagement * Reached Kerala on 5 June; = having one or more : S
&xi‘:\::rope::b'ilit;y C:wed in 35 d; o [ Infertility } children 3 Australia announces repatriation
» More complex exercises & * Advanced into Rajasthan, Y Delayed .p!anning o ?::r::e:aZ?'ZL:;::rom
( ) information sharing Haryana, Punjab, N. Arabian Sea child & rising maternal age
(Defence | [ Maritime | + Civil nuclear pact for uranium e July rainfall below normal; Delaying | | Medical & | . Lifestyle diseases, obesity, 4IPS trainee moves SC on
Cooperation Security supply from Australia better over East & E-C India SZ;? l;::?: diabetes & stress postpartum hiatus rule
| | J ; o
| | « Cyber, critical tech & supply « Rainfall deficit improved: 38% . S"d;?'f'ef"wﬁ PCO?F 5  Navy orders probe into crash of
) (Wamgh]  Nrspertnership lavnched Monsoon (30 June) to 15% now St U DY unmanned aerial vehicle near
Energy ks * Maritime security roadmap Advance * Date of coverage not a reliable Dedlini : F‘f""'tY declines significantly Porbandar
- T - ) for Indo-Pacific cooperation () Covered indicator of seasonal rainfall ining with age 6 : - s
D Pending Femhty ~ Early diagnosis imp‘ms StUdy to contain antimicrobial
L AR e resistant neonatal sepsis
begins in India
2+2 Dialogue * Indo-Pacific « QUAD ENSO « El Nifio * IMD « Climate Change Reproductive Health * NCDs * RMNCH+A 7 Al poses a relatively lower risk to
GS Il » IR » Maritime Security * Defence GS | » Geography * Agriculture GS Il » Health * Population * SDGs-3 India's GCC jobs: CEA
8 SpaceX and Al startup wealth
. . . fuels private jet demand
o A perfect storm e Far from over G How a city’s working class is SRS
driven to the margins and 9 Shah asks SPs to report rapid
made invisible population changes along
Multiple environmental ( Conflict « Expectations of de-escalation : s RO,
stresses acting together Persists remain unfulfilled * Rising housing costs push
: . - \ 3 f : workers to city peripheries
. : [ oen | wd
e e |l e e « Informaljobs & weak | PRELIM FACTS
Urban vulnerabilities & DigomaticE Torts A B . & .
- , PN Insufficient * Diplomatic efforts alone § ¥ T ¥+ Redevelopmentleadsto 1 Baitarani is Mahanadi's longest
planning magnify losses g J insufficient ﬂ 8 Q ﬂﬁ_ displacement tributary
Need for climate-resilient — * Regional instability ah + Inadequate public transport 2  El Nifio brinas below-normal
infrastructure Strategic continues High Informal Poor  Urban increases commute time b :
Uncertainty Houting Jobs  Transport Redeveopment monsoon rainfall in India
Stronger disaster « Strategic uncertainty Conts + Informal settlements
preparedness essential + o l neglected 3 NFSA, 2013 ensures food security
Better scientific forecasting Regional Instability A . - - « Urban planning often ignores to eligible populations
and early warning Continues ] for susteined Marginalisation labour needs . .
engagement & Invisibility 4  Kharif sowing benefits from
timely monsoon onset
Risk Reduction « Adaptation « Resilience Diplomacy * Conflict Resolution * Stabili Inclusive Cities « Labour Rights * Housin 5 Al can be used for fraud detection
P Y ty 9 g
GS Il * Environment ¢ Disaster Mgmt. GS Il * IR * Regional Security GS | » Society * GS Il * Urban Governance and risk analytics in banking
6 Indian Navy protects sea lanes
and maritime interests
Why is the Centre revising Should India restart dialogue Al cyberrisk in banking 7 ASEANis ce:tral to regional
. . : security architecture
the NFSA? with Pakistan? needs national response £/
i , < | 8 IMF projects global growth at
" NFSA, 2013 ) © NFSAprovides legel right to | Arguments For \ Arguments Against ’ ( Al in Banking 1 SO I Sophistioniac $0%in2025
(Legal Enti ) | subsidised foodgrains : ) cyber threats . ' .
o Population changes ey * Prevent escalation ¢ Terrorism concerns l - Phishing, deepfakes & 9 NCRB publlshes Crime in India
l - Census 2011 * Crisis management + Cross-border violence PR identity theft rising report annually
Census 2011 Based o Need for better beneficiary o Communication o Troit deficht N-Enab.led « Existing regulations may lag
= 8 J identification channels o Nead cretbl action ! Cyber Esks technological change
- 1 * Updating coverage to reduce * Regional stability against terror rj_l + Need national Al-cyber VOCABULARY
S - : . . strategy
L 5 ) . . ‘ « Stronger RBI-led cyber 1 Resilience — Capacity to recover
v * Improve efficiency of TPDS ’ \ Fraud & Systemic resiliegnce quickly from shocks
7 D . Balanced View Financial ;
Updated Coverage * Strengthen food security ‘ ' ' Risk \ . . 2 Interoperability — Ability of systems
Effici . Dialogue & security measures Loss * Al-based detection, audits & .
. & ) oy not mutually exclusive; sustainable info sharing essential ok foputher ucoveyy,
engagement needs conducive 3 Inclusive — Ensuring no group is
L conditions. ) left behind
NFSA, 2013 « TPDS * Food Security Peace & Security * Counter-Terrorism Cyber Security * Fintech * Regulation 4  Mitigation — Measures to reduce
severity or impact
GS Il » Welfare Schemes ¢ Poverty * SDG-2 GS Il « IR » Neighbourhood « Bilateral Relations GS lll » Economy * Security * Technology v
9 y ty °g
5 Accountability — Responsibility for

actions and outcomes



