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(2) FCRA 2.0 Portal & e-0CI Card National Study on Low Participation
. in Gram Sabha

* Report highlights low participation in

Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee

Yojana (PMKSY)

¢ Launched in 2015.

* Motto: "Har Khet Ko Pani” & B Gram Sabhas across States/UTs.

“Per Drop More Crop”. * Affects quality of local governance
* Promotes micro-irrigation . ‘ and planning.

and water use efficiency. * Women and vulnerable groups have
* Converges investments across limited participation.

Ministries and States. J * Need for awareness, transparency

Focus on climate-resilient
and sustainable agriculture.

Improves agricultural productivity
and farmer income.

and accountability.

» Digital tools can increase participation

« Digitisation of FCRA registration and compliance.
and social audit.

* Improves transparency in foreign contribution management.

* e-OCl Card enables fully digital OCI services. * Strengthening Gram Sabha crucial
for participatory democracy.

Water Security | = Irigation Water Use Farm « Enhances convenience for overseas citizens.

- . - .
Coverage Efficiency Prosperity « Strengthens governance and reduces paperwork.

» Supports Ease of Living and Digital India mission.

Value Addition: Flagship programme for irrigation expansion, Value Addition: Strengthening local democracy for inclusive

water conservation and farm productivity. Z:Lu:i:iitczt::o servmo:::ansparency' VoY development and accountability.

Keywords: FCRA 2010, OCI, Digital Governance, Ease of Living

Academic 232: :‘f\gredlts (ABC) Nine Years of GST G Thermal Signatures of Solar Storms

» Scientists identified thermal

Keywords: Irrigation, Micro-irrigation, Watershed, PMKSY, Water Efficiency Keywords: Gram Sabha, Article 243A, Decentralisation, Participation

gart of Nat;on;l Egucatuon * Implemented on 1 July 2017. signatures of solar storms
e 00, T + One Nation, One Tax. | Q i over three decades.
: Stores and transiers . ~eQ * Improves space weather
academic credits dlgltally. e .Deét'natlon-based - £ i \ forecasﬁng accuracy.
* APAAR provides unique bl & * B ,/) * Protects satellites, power grids
academic identity to students. ¢ GST Council under W and communication systems.
1 * Enables multiple entry and exit Article 279A. « Enhances navigation and aviation
¢ o o T in higher education. « Simplified tax structure and safety. .
4 * Promotes academic mobility : li * Important for climate and
cademic (Automated improved compliance.
Bac(\:ofCredits) Pemanent Academic.  2dl lifelong learning. Bt i space research.
L > -0 . .
Account Registry)  * Strengthens digital education uly 2017 e e ke * Supports India’s space missions
ecosystem. business and formalisation. and strategic infrastructure.
Value Addition: Supports flexible, inclusive and future-ready Value Addition: Key pillar of tax reform, cooperative federalism Value Addition: Strengthens space weather preparedness and
higher education system. and economic efficiency. resilience of critical infrastructure.
Keywords: NEP 2020, ABC, APAAR, Credit Transfer, Digital Education Keywords: GST, GST Council, Article 279A, Indirect Tax Keywords: Solar Storms, Space Weather, Geomagnetism, Aditya-L1
i2Skil ae 29th National Conference Unlocking Growth in Tourism
IndiaSkills Competition 2026-27 S (T
on e-Governance and Hospitality Sector
\ * Platform to identify and nurture * 29th National Conference * Report launched with NITI Aayog
skilled youth. begins in Jaipur. to boost tourism growth.
. i ) ) * Aligned with WorldSkills Competition. P : _P'f:;f‘{:“; to share best practices « Focus on sustainable and
IndiaSkills” « Encourages industry participation ] I l l e responsible tourism.
and youth engagement e * Focus on Al, emerging tech and * Strengthens digital promotion
‘ x public service delivery. : .
+ Promotes excellence in skill e-Governance of Indian tourism.
© © devel ” s *ifrogotes Digiat buiic * Enhances infrastructure and
evelopment. Infrastructure (DPI). sit :
+ Enhances employability and 3 kioon-cont b by
- Enhances citizen-centric sia t l Yand
global competitiveness. governance. smem-:*r::t ::4 ZTA% :ymen an
* Supports Skill India Mission. + Strengthens cooperative o /%a pSO S G le Indi
federalism and innovation. fo: di;li?:leto::;sm ;::zgmf)ti:;nla
a2 : ; i Value Addition: Drives digital transformation in governance Value Addition: Touri kev dri f ic arowth
Value Addition: Builds skilled workforce for Viksit Bharat. - z . awe aon: [ownsm as a key driver or economic g
and public service delivery. and inclusive development.
Keywords: Skill India, NSDC, Employability, Vocational Training Keywords: e-Governance, DPI, Good Governance, Digital India Keywords: Tourism, Hospitality, Sustainable Tourism, Digital Promotion
i Other Important One-Liners i
INS Udaygiri, INS Kavaratti Indian Railways approves AIM and STPI convene
and INS Shakti of Eastern Fleet g General Upendra Dwivedi :H':tlet: :::E: l::ll :g:t:::ons %499 crore Mansi-Saharsa GCC Conclave on Innovation
conclude visit to Sattahip, \', assumes charge as the fop' R doubling project in Bihar 2026 to strengthen industry-led
Thailand, strengthening Chief of the Army Staff. hr : k.epe ¢ b to enhance passenger & innovation and startup
—————= maritime cooperation. ::)r:icgel ?;g?:’or freight capacity. collaboration.
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R capital Imphal 2. LOCATION & MAP NAGALAND N m Ancient History
f) Formation 21 January 1972 LOCATION A * Ruled by Meitei kings.
: P gig * Historical chronicle - Cheitharol Kumbaba.
@O Official Language Meitei (Manipuri) ol Noitliseateriilia o
- . v ri
ﬁ’ State Animal Sangai (Brow-antlered Deer) | | p.4 ¢ Indo-Myanmar SENAPATI m  Strong Veishasve influence
A State Bird Mrs. Hume'’s Pheasant Biodiversity Hotspot. under King Garib Niwaz.
#» State Flower Shirui Lily * Valley surrounded P m Modern History
3% State Tree Uningthou by hills. . iGioNG v * Anglo-Manipur War (1891).
H Population (2011) 27.21 Lakh ASSAM » British control over Manipur.
AR Area 22 327 sa. km BISHRUL @ Freedom Movement
X - ; o * Battle of Imphal (1944) during
AR Literacy Rate 79.85% : ‘ IMPHAL" MYANMAR World War II.
' e MAJOR RIVERS | ° THOUBAL g
( IMPORTANT FACTS i fil] Postindependence
- L * Barak ! % * Merged with India in 1949.
% Manipur became a Part-C State in 1956. | CHURACHANDPUR PHYSIOGRAPHIC * Full-fiedged State on 21 Jan 1972,
* Imphal
% Granted full Statehood on 21 January 1972. : e AoE REGIONS e
% Home of India’s only floating National Park. * leil ' @ Historical Landmarks
oo ¢ Thoubal * Central Imphal Valley * Kangla Fort - Ancient seat of
% Land of Polo ~ the modern game originated here. ou , o Hill Districts Meitei Kingdom
. % Famous for Manipuri classical dance and martial art Thang-Ta. * Manipur River | MIZORAM o\ Dk Bask
4. ECONOMY 5. AGRICULTURE -
€8 M:jonrdl'ndust:es A 3?3 M:J:O" ('idmps - Folk Dances
* Handloom, Handicrafts, e Ry ey  Manipuri (Ras Leela)
Bamboo, TOuftsm, Oilseeds. « Hojagiri » Pung Cholom
Food Processing. e G oro s
é Agriculture Based ::: 2 Rice Paddy B

A

* Rice cultivation is
the backbone.

Emerging Sectors

* Sports, Organic Farming,
Horticulture, Border Trade,

30™ JUNE 2026

The Jewel of India ¢ Land of Valleys, Lakes and Legends

» Ginger, Turmeric,
Chilli, Sugarcane.

Horticulture
* Pineapple, Orange,
Lemon, Passion Fruit.

* Pena « Sankirtan
* Lai Haraoba Music

Martial Art
¢ Thang-Ta - UNESCO
Intangible Heritage

Eco-tourism, :E: Livestock Handicrafts
«* Connectivity * Pig. Poultry, Cattle, * Handloom, Bamboo & Cane
. Gateway to Southeast Asia Mithun (Bovidae). Crafts, Pottery, Black Pottery
via |M“'MYOW-M'OM unguages
Trilateral Highway. ‘E: Gl T:QSH _ * Meitei (Official)
o2s Key Economic Facts : gh ak-Hao (Black m ¢ English widely used
e High potential in organic ] Spree tany | * Tribal languages:
farming and hydropower. L Special Products: Bamboo, Black Rice, Handloom, Organic Vegetables | Tangkhul, Thad-ou, Roummel.
— 2] \_ Hmar, Rongmei etc.
7. FESTIVALS 8. ENVIRONMENT & BIODIVERSITY 9. TOURISM & HERITAGE
Yaoshang e, & National Park &) & Top Attractions -
* Spring festival; Holi * Keibul Lamjso NP - N * Loktak Lake Ly Y
like colebration. World's only floating v * Keibul Lamjao NP
Lai Haraoba National Park. * Kangla Fort
. Tmc?ilioml Meitei E& Ramsar Site * INA Memorial, Moirang
:::.:\:L' g * Loktak Lake - Largest * Ukhrul & Shirui Hills
: oRi0s. freshwater lake in * Dzuko Valley (Manipur side)
@ Nln‘ngaonll Chéko?ba‘ al Northaset Indie. Religious Sites
.bet mnwt::?m:;" & Biosphere Reserye + Govindajee Temple oMM
and sisters. > ?o‘:::: (a’:::;’”d - e BN\ * Kangla Sha Temple i_ i 'i“_i. .
® Kzfs’eif:-:: Lf ' ‘ : : R?Q Important S}.)Gcies e e ..! - ._!’? =
e I . . —— _—
S Yaoshang Festival « Sangai, Hoolock Gibbon, : trui Li UNESCO TEEEE———
Manipur’s culture 9 Clouded Leopard, Loktak Lake!(Frumdi) Stirul Ly  None Dzuko Valley Shri Govindajee Temple
and unity. Shirui Lily.
e 10. UPSC VALUE ADDITION l Other Sanctuaries: Jiribam (Jiribung), Yangoupokpi-Lokchao, Sirohi ) 12. MANIPUR AT A GLANCE
y '3 . B

) Prolims Focus: State Animal (Sangai), Keibul Lamjao NP, 1 11. RAPID REVISION - 15 KEY FACTS '
Loktak Lake (Ramsar), Chak-Hao GI, Battle of Imphal. © Copital - Imphal © Official Language - Meitei ( -}: : Vallev State & Floating Rich Cultural

m Mains Value: Ethnic diversity, border state challenges, € Formation - 21 Jan 1972 © Largest Lake - Loktak Lake y N 7 National Park Heritage
Act East Policy, biodiversity, wetlands conservation. O Area - 22,327 sq. km @ National Park - Keibul Lamjao (Floating NP) ,

g Curr.ont Affaits Linkages: lndia-Myqnmar relations, o Population (2011) - 27.21 Lakh m Martial Art - Thang-Ta
Manipur violence and governance, infrastructure © State Animal - Sangai (® Gl Tag - Chak-Hao (Black Rice) Gateway to Powerhouse Biodiversity
projects, organic farming initiatives. o State Bird — Mrs. Hume's Pheasant (P Historic Event - Battle of Imphal (1944) Southeast Asia of Sports Hotspot

iﬁh Strategic Importance: Border with Myanmar, gateway o State Flower — Shirui Lily (D Sport - Polo (Originated in Manipur)

- to Southeast Asia, location on Trilateral Highway. ) (® Border - Myanmar b .
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There are two chemicals which do not )

react with each other. A container contains
10 litres of the chemical A. One litre of this
chemical is removed from it and one litre of
the chemical B is poured. Then one litre of
the mixture is removed from the container
and one litre of B is poured. If this process of
replacing one litre of the mixture by one litre
of B is performed once more, then what is
the volume of B that is present in the
container approximately (in percentage)?

(a) 25 (b) 27
(c) 29 (d) 31

J/

SOLUTION

Repeated replacement in mixture.
' Use remaining amount formula.

1. Idea / Approach

, Each time 1 litre removed and 1 litre of B added.

2. Key Observation
Total volume remains 10 litres.

3. Step-by-step Solution

Step A (litres) B (litres) Total (litres)
Initial 10.000 0.000 10
After 1st replacement 9.000 1.000 10
After 2nd replacement 8.100 1.900 10
After 3rd replacement 7.290 2.710 10
Remaining A after n A'=10 (1 w )3
replacements: x Nt 10
A=v(1-7) 9 \3
v =10 (55)
Where, V=10, x=1, n=3 A 129
= 10 x 1000 = 7.29 L
4. Shortcut / CSAT Trick [ Use: Remaining Original = (1 - 3— )n ]

(B=10-729=271L
Percentage of B = (-2-1771) x 100 = 27.1% = 27%

5. Final Answer

)

ANSWER: (b) 27

CSAT Today

30 June 2026

A shopkeeper employs a delivery boy and gives
him a motorcycle for home delivery. For every
delivery, the boy is given ¥ 5. At the end of the
day, he also gets ¥ 2 for every kilometre of the
distance covered in the day. The boy wants to
earn more than ¥ 500 a day, but does not want
to travel more than 100 km. Which of the
following numbers of deliveries would
definitely meet his target?

(a) 80 (b) 85

(c) 90 (d) The question cannot be
answered due to insufficient data

N

SOLUTION

Let number of deliveries = D
Let distance travelled = K km (0 < K < 100)

o
1. Idea / Approach

Earning from deliveries = 5D

Earning from distance = 2K

Total earning = 5D + 2K

K is not fixed. Therefore, for ‘definitely’, condition
must hold for any K up to 100.

2. Key Observation

To definitely earn > ¥500, minimum total earning
must be > T500 even when K = 0 (least case).

/-———————~'——-—~— T . D A et e D . A — — — ——  —————e . e, A, ettt S,

Minimum earning (when K = 0) = 5D \:
For guarantee: 5D >500 = D >100 |

|
|
|
|
o e

3. Step-by-step Analysis

e R, i —— ———— —————— ——————— — —— — — ——— —— S —— — et . 2

. L 4 : o Can we say
Option Deliveries (D) | Minimum Earning (K = 0) definitely > 25007

(a) 80 5 x 80 = 400 X
(b) 85 5 x 85 = 425 X
(c) 90 5 x 90 = 450 X
(d) Insufficient data — v/
4. Shortcut / CSAT Trick For ‘definitely’ type questions, assume the

least favourable case for unknown variables.

5. Final Answer None of the options (80, 85, 90) can guarantee

earning > ¥500 without knowing actual
distance travelled (K).

L.

ANSWER: (d) The question cannot be
answered due to insufficient data

J




FROM 'I‘ll«) ARCHIVES
Know your
English

S. Upendran

“So, did you drop your cousin off at the
station?”
“No. I walked him till the auto stand.”

“I walked him to the auto stand. You
don’t walk someone till the auto stand.
The word ‘till’ and “until’ are generally not
used in connection with distance.

“What are they used with then?”

“You normally use ‘till’ and ‘until’ in
connection with time. My cousin and I
kept studying till 6:00 o’clock.”

“I'll stand here until the bus comes.”

“The baby finally fell asleep when we
reached Pune station. It continued to
sleep till we reached Mumbai.”

“In that sentence you are talking about
the amount of time the baby slept.”

“Exactly!”

“Tell me, when is ‘to’ used?”

“When the focus is on distance or a
particular destination. For example, the
children were told to run to the airport.
It’s wrong to say the children were asked
to run until the airport.”

“How about this example? As the bus
was late, we walked to school.”

“Sounds good.”

“Tell me, is there a difference between
‘till’ and “until’?”

“Not really. They mean more or less
the same thing. In most cases, they can be
used interchangeably. “Until’ can be used
in both formal and informal contexts.”
“Till”, on the other hand, is restricted to
informal ones.”

30 JUNE 2026

“I see. Someone told me that...

“...the phone is ringing. Could you
answer it, please?”

“It's Uma. She says that....”

“...tell the airhead that I will call her up
later.”

“She said that she would ring you up
this evening. Around 8:30. By the way,
Uma is definitely not an airhead.”

“Do you know what ‘airhead’ means?”

“I think I do. Isn’t an airhead someone
who is very stupid?”

“That’s right, an airhead is a stupid
person. Someone who has nothing but air
between his ears.”

“We have a lot of airheads in my class.”

“When I was in Hyderabad recently, I
saw several airheads make a U-turn on the
flyover near my...."

“...there are many airheads like that in
our city too."”

“By the way, the word ‘airbrain’ means
the same thing as ‘airhead.”

“I see. Can [ say, I saw some airbrain
jumping from one building to another.

“I suppose you could." ™

“Tell me, have you seen Uma’s father
recently? I...."”

“...I avoid him. He is not all there.”

“What do you mean that he’s not all
there? He's always there in his office.”

“When you say that someone is not all
there, it means that you think that the
person is slightly crazy.”

“I suppose it's an expression used in
informal contexts.”

“That’s right. When the interviewer
saw Ashok talking to himself, he figured
that he wasn’t all there.”

“When you meet Jugal the first time, he
gives the impression that he’s not all
there. Actually, it's just an act he puts on.

“I know. You cannot expect much help
from Lalit. He's not all there.

“What about you then? You never help
people. Does that mean that you are not
all there?”

“You know, now that I think about it, |
must be crazy. How else can one explain

having friends like you?”

Published in The Hindu on February 13,
2001

e ‘Till' and ‘until’ are used with TIME

(not distance).

e Use with periods, deadlines, events.

Examples: till 6 o’clock, until the bus
comes.

e Use ‘to’ for DISTANCE or
DESTINATION.

¢ Indicates movement towards a
place.

Example: Walked him to the auto
stand; run to the airport.

e ‘Until’ is formal and informal.
e ‘Till" is informal only.

Example: | slept till we reached
Mumbai.

e ‘Till" and ‘until’ have same meaning
ﬂ in most cases.

7

¢ ‘Not all there’ = slightly crazy;
not mentally sound.
) ¢ Informal expression.

Example: He is not all there.

N = — —

¢ Key Takeaways
@ " Till/Until = Time
"« To - Destination
v Airhead/Airbrain = Stupid
v Not all there — Slightly crazy

v Used in informal contexts

Relevance: English Comprehension,
Essay, Precis Writing, Interview.

@ - ‘Airhead’/ ‘airbrain’ = a stupid
Rt person; someone with nothing
between the ears.
e Used informally.
Example: He is such an airhead.
, - — S e —
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KEYWORD

What India’s 12 ‘operationally deployed’
nuclear warheads really mean

SIPRI's latest assessment shows the maturation of India’s second-strike capability rather than a shift away from its long-standing ‘no first use’ doctrine:

the development comes amid a broader global trend of nuclear modernisation and weakening arms-control frameworks

Shrawani Shagun

he Stockholm International
Peace Research Institute
(SIPRI) released its annual
yearbook in June. For the first
time, it classified 12 of India’s estimated
stockpile of 190 nuclear warheads to be
operationally deployed, i.e., positioned
with active military forces mated with
delivery systems and ready for use.

This sounds alarming - but the alarm
itself may not be warranted. The reason is
that India has neither crossed a strategic
threshold nor has it abandoned its
decades-old "no first use’ policy.

India’s promise

India’s ‘no first use’ (NFU) policy is a pillar
of its nuclear doctrine and its credible
minimum deterrence posture. At the UN
High-Level Meeting commemorating the
International Day for the Total
Elimination of Nuclear Weapons in
September 2025, India’s representative
Sibi George reaffirmed India’s
commitment to NFU and to the non-use
of nuclear weapons against
non-nuclear-weapon states.

The political foundations of the
doctrine are intact even as some analysts
within India have periodically called for a
conditional or hybrid first-use posture.
Those calls have not prevailed.

Under NFU, India commits to not
launching a pre-emptive nuclear strike.
What it needs is the absolute certainty
that even after absorbing a nuclear first
strike, enough of its nuclear arsenal will
survive to deliver a devastating retaliatory
blow. This survivability guarnatees the what
strategists call a second-strike capability,
and without it, NFU is not a doctrine but a
liability. In other words, the doctrine
depends on a force that can survive and
retaliate,

The SIPRI report does not indicate a
shift towards first use, a lowering of the
threshold for nuclear employment or
indeed any revision of the political
controls that govern India’s nuclear
weapons. Instead, it documents the
maturing of India’s ability to credibly
deliver the second strike.

Stockpile v. Deployment

This distinction is significant. Possessing a
nuclear warhead and deploying it as part
of an operational deterrent is not the
same thing. For most of its nuclear
history, India has kept its warheads in a
de-mated state, meaning the warheads
were stored separately from their delivery
vehicles, in a central storage site and
under strict civilian and political
oversight. The idea was to maximise
safety, reduce the risk of accidental use,
and signal restraint to the international
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The Stockholm international Peace Research instriute noticed India’s increatineg
canisterised Agni-series missiles. FILE PHOTO

Again, this does not mean the weapons
are about to be used; it means they are
configured for use if authorised. A
de-mated weapon requires time to

prepare and deploy; a mated weapon can,
in principle, be launched more quickly.

finite missile stockpiles, and is worlof-
submarine operating in the ocean can’t be
found, tracked or destroyed in ctimé.
This is a undsices feae ansiceo the
sipniitong Peat Sluped oubceed nagitsperaon
be teeadved. B2 FiU3 [smsnrta yaatld dnitle
Chine launcee toob a Cliinese missile ste aline
the conirary. i lodia has ane, both get hurt to
varying degroes. That is whew the otimiliraute
wndr adling the PLA' s aarreliesll nfratiscture
airbases, and epocown bozegiiios - alang
bovder equait clarben. kue guiie Qi hampe
milkary and camps,

Three aspects are important. First, at the
doctrinal level, Inclia must adapt counter-value
stherwise. it ootés bog coperaticont] ane stalemate
oven hgioon ket Bificnsiick canin en e
thetritud peces are important. Rood. em chenree
engaging strategio. operationul, and tactical
miikary and ecnocae targets from a single
command authority.

Three aspects are important, First, at the
doctrinal level, India must adopt counter-value
strikes as part of its conventional misalle strategy.
This would require rethinking the scope and scale
of its counter-force doctrine and developing a
unified target list. Service- or agency-specific
target lists have lintle place in time-sensitive
misaile warfare. The rocket force must also have
the authority to execute pre-designated
precautionary strikes in the opening hours of a

issued. On the other hand, a stealth
submarine operating in the ocean can't be
found, tracked or destroved in time.

This is a fundamental difference - and
in fact, ballistic missile submarines
provide the most secure second-strike
capability available. As the scholar Vipin
Narang has written, states pursuing
assured retaliation postures must, above
all, solve the survivability problem, and
sea-basing is the most robust solution
available.

India has now done that. With three
operational SSBNs sufficient to keep at
least one submerged and on patrol at all
times, India has closed the central
vulnerability any NFU doctrine faces.

Manpreet Sethi, distinguished fellow at
the Centre for Acrospace Power and
Strategic Studies, New Delhi, said, "With
the operationalisation of tri-SSBNs, it is
not surprising that some of India’s nuclear
warheads now stand mated with delivery
platforms. This in no way implies a
doctrinal shift. Rather, it makes assured
retaliation more credible and, hence,
India more confident in its commitment
to ‘no first use””

Wider warning

SIPRI's documentation of India's
deployment milestone lies within a
broader, more concerning global trend.
The organisation’s 2026 Yearbook
observed that states are “increasingly
relying on nuclear weapons as
instruments of national power”, signalling
a reversal of decades of gradual progress
in disarmament.

Second, at the structural level, whatever
blueprint is adopted for the rocket force, it must
be placed under the Chief of Defence Staff (CDS).
Keeping it service-specific woukl undermine
operational effectiveness. India must also expand
its medlium- and intermediate-range ballistic
varnants, to hold targets such as Korla and
Kunming at reciprocal risk. This would raise the
costs of any Chinese use of the DF-26.
Fast-tracking the development of hypersonic
missiles is vital, especially since the DF-100 is
already part of the PLA Rocket Force's order of
battle (ORRAT).

Third, at the technological level, India’s missile
industry faces significant challenges. Private
sector participation must expand to complement
the efforts of the DRDO. Major missile
programmes have suffered from cost overruns
and delays, while critical gaps in advanced air
propulsion systems, semiconcluctors, and
high-grade materials continue to hamper
self-reliance. Dependence on foreign suppliers for
high-end components remains a strategic
vulnerability. Greater investment in R&D and
end-to-end private-sector manufacturing will be
essential.

Interim steps

Since a rocket force will take time to become
operational, India must adopt interim measures.
First, disperse IAF assets and harden airbases to
reduce vulnerability and force an adversary to
expend more missiles. Second, optimise
air-defence deployment to compel the PLA
Rocket Force to target the air-defences rather
than critical infrastructure. Third, strengthen
long-range conventional strike capabilities to hold
targets in Tibet and Xinjiang at risk, creating
reciprocal vulnerability. Finally, expand satellite
surveillance to detect mobile launchers,
particularly DF-26 systems, improving the
chances of early neutralisation.

SIPRI classifies 12 of India’s ~190
nuclear warheads as operationally

deployed.

Reflects maturation of second-strike
capability, not a shift from NFU.

NFU policy remains intact.

India will not launch a pre-emptive
nuclear strike.

Goal: Ensure retaliatory capability
even after absorbing first strike.

China views missiles as tools of
coercion and war-fighting.

Key threats: DF-15 to DF-26
(conventional), DF-100 & CJ-1000

(hypersonic).

Targets: Korla, Kunming, and
high-value assets in depth.

India’s rocket force remains a
conceptual construct.

Without it, India has limited choice
in a Chinese missile strike scenario.

Need credible conventional
missile inventory.

Place rocket force under CDS.

Expand MRBM/IRBM (Agni series)
to hold key targets at reciprocal risk.

Fast-track hypersonic missile
development (DF-100 benchmark).

o —
o
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Interim steps until rocket force

operational:

Disperse IAF assets & harden
airbases.

Optimise air-defence deployment.

Strengthen long-range strike
capabilities.

Expand satellite surveillance.

Global trend: Nuclear weapons
increasingly used as instruments of
national power.

9 nuclear states possess ~12,187
warheads (Jan 2026).

India’s approach: Credible deterrence
+ strategic stability.
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Preparing India for China’s missile challenge

conflicts faster, cheaper, and more
political. A limited volley of conventional
missiles can paralyse a country, disrupt critical
infrastructure, and complicate decision-making.
With China having deployed more than 200
conventional missile launchers opposite India,

the key question is how this missile superiority
could shape a future conflict.

China’s arsenal

While India views conventional missiles primarily
as deterrents, China sees them as instruments of
both political coercion and war-fighting. The
threat of missile strikes alone may achieve
strategic objectives without triggering a full-scale
war. A barrage targeting critical infrastructure
deep inside India could force New Delhi to fight
on two fronts: a border conflict and a missile
campaign against its hinterland.

The two missile bases located at Korla and
Kunming can fire a range of conventional missiles
(DF-15B, DF-16, DF-21C and DF-26). DF-15B, DF-16
and DF-21C are most suited to hit military targets
along the borders; whereas the DF-26 can hit
high-value targets in depth. Further, their
hypersonic missiles (DF-100 and CJ-1000) can hit
deeper, with no launch warning. This becomes a
major vulnerability, as India has no reliable

defence against it.

Consequently, China’s inventory reduces the
salience of the Himalayas to provide strategic
depth. The DF-26, being dual-role, raises the risk
of escalation. While China shoots down from the
Tibetan Plateau, India has to shoot over the
Himalayas. This impacts missile detection s still
evolving, with limitations in both range and
diversity. Its long-range systems - including Agni,
the Long-Range Land Attack Cruise Missile
(LR-LACM) — Nirbhay, and BrahMos — and their
variants are yet to be fully integrated. India also
lacks robust real-time targeting capabilities, has
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India needs to
build a rocket
force before
China’s missile
advantage
grows further

finite missile stockpiles, and is still developing its
hypersonic technology. Importantly, its rocket
force remains a conceptual construct, with
significant policy and organisational issues yet to
be resolved.

Without a rocket force, India would have little
choice but to absorb a Chinese missile strike. On
the contrary, if India has one, both get hurt to
varying degrees. That is when the missile math
kicks in - in terms of mutual vulnerability. If
China launches 100 missiles, India must be able
to inflict significant damage — not necessarilp
effects.

India should therefore aim to build a
credible conventional missile inventory;
otherwise, it risks being forced into a
stalemate even before war begins.

Ideally, India’s rocket force should deliver
three effects. First, it should be able to hold the
PLA’s Westem Theatre Command (WTC) at risk
by having the threat to target deep inside Tibet
and Xinjiang. Second, it should be capable of
degrading the PLA’s road and rail infrastructure,
airbases, and logistics installations along the
border. Third, it must enable ficld commanders
to strike PLA camps, gun positions, and
ammunition dumps in the tactical battle area. In
essence, India needs a rocket force capable of
engaging strategic, operational, and tactical
military and economic targets from a single
command authority.

Three aspects are important. First, at the
doctrinal level, India must adopt counter-value
strikes as part of its conventional missile strategy.

'~ This would require rethinking the scope and
scale of its counter-force doctrine and developing
a unified target list. Service- or agency-specific
target lists have little place in time-sensitive
missile warfare. The rocket force must also

- have the authority to execute pre-designated
precautionary strikes in the opening hours of a

’ conflict. Without pre-delegated launch

- authority, India would risk defeat at the outset.

Second, at the structural level, whatever
blueprint is adopted for the rocket force, it must

be placed under the Chief of Defence Staff (CDS).
Keeping it service-specific would undermine |
operational effectiveness. India must also expand |
its medium- and intermediate-range ballistic |
missile (MRBM/IRBM) inventory, including Agni
variants, to hold targets such as Korla and |
Kunming at reciprocal risk. This would raise the
costs of any Chinese use of the DF-26.
Fast-tracking the development of hypersonic
missiles is vital, especially since the DF-100 is
already part of the PLA Rocket Force's order of
battle (ORBAT).

Third, at the technological level, India’s
missile industry faces significant challenges. Private
sector participation must expand to complement
the efforts of the DRDO. Major missile
programmes have suffered from cost overruns
and delays, while critical gaps in advanced air
propulsion systems, semiconductors, and high-
grade materials continue to hampet.

Dependence on foreign suppliers for
high-end components remains a strategic
vulnerability. Greater investment in R&D and
end-to-end private-sector manufacturing will be
essential.

Interim steps
Since a rocket force will take time to become
operational, India must adopt interim measures.
First, disperse IAF assets and harden airbases to
reduce vulnerability and force an adversary to
air-defence deployment to compel the PLA
Rocket Force to target the air-defences rather than
conventional strike capabilities to hold Zurgis
fargets in Tibet and Xinjiang i isk,cestiog
reciprocal vulnerability. Finally, expand satellite
surveillance to detect mobile launchers,

particularly DF-26 systems, improving the
chances of early neutralisation.

@
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* China has deployed 200+ conventional
missile launchers opposite India.

* Missile superiority can shape future |
conflicts.

¢ China uses missiles for coercion
& war-fighting.

¢ DF-26 can hit high-value targets in
depth; DF-100 is hypersonic.

* India lacks reliable defence
& real-time targeting.

V. Without a rocket force, India has

y /
o'y limited choice in a missile strike.
+ If China fires 100 missiles, India must
inflict significant damage.
* Aim: Build credible conventional
missile inventory.
.I * Rocket force under CDS, not
ama service-specific.

* Expand MRBM/IRBM (Agni variants)
to target Korla & Kunming.

* Develop hypersonic missiles
urgently.

=

* India’s missile industry faces
cost overruns & tech gaps.

* Private sector participation
& R&D investment are crucial.

* Reduce dependence on foreign
suppliers.

&

* Interim measures:

Disperse & harden airbases.

Optimise air-defence deployment.

Strengthen long-range conventional
strike capability.

Expand satellite surveillance.

* Counter-value strikes as doctrine.
* Pre-delegated launch authority
is essential.
* Rocket force to deliver strategic,
operational & tactical impact.
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Reforms 3.0 — towards the Bharat rate of growth

or 45 years after Independence, India
grew at an anaemic 3% - the infamous
“Hindu rate of growth”, Triggered by a
balance-of-payments crisis, India found the
gumption to liberalise. Within a decade, GDP
surged. The lesson: crisis breeds reform, and
reform breeds exponential outcomes,
Artificial Intelligence (Al) provides the same
transformational leverage that liberalisation
provided in 1991. The question is not whether
India can afford to invest ~ it is whether India can
afford not to. After 12 years of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's leadership, India has reached
another WhatsApp moment in reform -~ dare |
say, to take it from a Hindu rate of growth to the
Bharat rate of growth - 8% and beyond for next
decade.

The case for making tokens free

India has since proven that it can leapfrog entire
generations of infrastructure. Aadhaar enrolled
1.38 billion people in a biometric identity system,
the largest on earth.

UPI now processes 250 billion annual
transactions worth $3.4 trillion, handling 50% of
the woeld's real-time digital payments. Reliance
Jio, launchad in 2016, added 100 miilbon cxdacaing
Jio, isunched & et . How India can replicate fisa
Aadnaat, data availabilicy deaizhkaiity deluge and
tmiracles In the age of Al - by embracing open
models, diversifying compute hardware, and making
tokens as free as data.

India spends just about 0.65% of its GDP on
research and development (R&D), well below
China (2.4%), the United States (3.5%), South
Korea (4.9%), and Israel (5.4%). The excuse of the
socialist Congress governments of 1947-1991 was:
“we can't afford anything more”, which does not
and should not apply now. The central question is
this: Has the time come to make Al tokens free? If
50, how do we do it? Can we begin by making tokens
country’s top 100 natianal R&D becomes a teammate
for scientists and students alike?

India spends approximately $49 billion each
year subsidising calories, chemicals, and carbon.
The question is whether it is now ready to
subsidise cognition. The answer is that it already
can - at a fraction of what it spends today. The
entire Al token subsidy for the country’s top 100
universities and national R&D institutions, along
with 5,000 high schools, would cost about $2
billion annually - roughly 0.06% of GDP. The Al
investment is around one-fourteenth of India’s
food subsidy, one-tenth of its fertilizer subsidy,
and less than the amount paid to compensate oil
marketing companies for LPG under-recoveries in a
single quarter. This is not a moonshot budget. It
is a rounding error in India’s existing wellare expen-
expenditure - but one with the potential to generate
transformative, compounding retuens.

India does not need more money; it needs new
priorities, new frameworks, and some bold
allocation.

Srivatsa Krishna
1AS officer

Reforms 3.0
should focus on
building an Al
nation, and
India cannot
afford to miss
opportunity

without cutting a single rupee from existing
beneficiaries by merely freezing subsidy growth
for a year. (The fertilizer subsidy alone has been
compounding at 11% CAGR over the past decade.)
Second, India should forge a public-private
partnership with hyperscalers such as AWS,
Google, and Microsoft, exchanging data centre
land, power subsidies, and data caumity, India’s
1.4-billion-user market gives it negotiating
leverage that few countries can match, though
such techno-commercial negotiations, shaped by
geopolitics and uncertainty, will require
considerable skill.

Third, if necessary, paid enterprise tiers can
research institutions.

Free data worked and free tokens will too. The
government did not directly subsidise Jio.

Instead, it created the right regulatory
environment through spectrum auctions, net
neutrality, infrastructure sharing, and a
controversial long pilot.

The result: data prices fell from about $3 per
GB to $0.10 in under three years. The same
playbook can apply to Al tokens. Create the right
conditions, and the market will deliver
abundance. India’s role is not to write the cheque, but
tomake it unnecessary.

Hosting models

India must build the competence to host and
operate large language models, not merely
consume them through APIs from San Francisco
or Beijing. With Sarvam, it has already shown that
frontier models can be trained on Indian soil.

The next step is to host models such as Qwen,
DeepSeck, Kimi, Llama, and Sarvam on sovereign
infrastructure, even if some open-source models
originate from China.

The models may be free, but the intelligence
to host them at scale is not. Al infrastructure
should be treated as a strategic nationalzal
capability, much like what the government has a)-
clane for space and nuclear programmes.

India should pursue a hybrid strategy that
combines sovereign and open-source models to
avoid dependence on any single ecosystem. Open-
source models offer four key advantages: sovereignty
by rodwcigy firacliacato: rednciea odemight:
lower ign APls that can be eikg rechicted overnight;
fower coete by elimaining free education and
fesearch uses; customisation for Indic
research uses; customisation for Indic languages
and cultural contexts; and transparency through
auditable model weights for government and
defence applications.

Hosting LLMs at naticaal scale is raont
*just deploy a container”, India must develop
deep expertise in availability (multi-region
redundancy, 99.99% uptime SLAs for critical
government services; latency (<200ms token
tency across Tier-2/3 cities); efficiency (like batch

etachededing to maximise tokens-per-watt);
security (data
roempiince, prompt defence, andisnt trails),

India cannot afford to be locked into a

single-vendor monopoly for its Al compute
future. NVIDIA's dominance comes at
extraordinary cost ~ both financial and strategic.
NVIDIA controls 80%+ of Al training hardware
but creates deep vendor lock-in that extends far
beyand hardware. For India to build sovereign Al
infrastructure for 1.4 billion people, the math
simply does not work at NVIDIA pricing.

India spent relatively little to build UPI; it
cannot afford to spend $50 billion on NVIDIA
GPUs. The alternative hardware ecosystem is
just more economical - it is strategically
essential. India should adopt a 40:30:30
hardware mix rather than rely on a single vendor.
Around 40% should be built on AWS Trainium
and AMD for cost-effective inference wockloads
available in India. Anotber, 30% should and
academic |nod partoerships. The remaining
should rely on ervyseseiiplsesd teaining, legacy
compatibility, and a domestic silicon
hedge.

Al token policy, implementation timeline
India should announce a National Al Token
Policy and implement it over the next 24 months.
It should begin by signing public-private
partnership agreements with AWS, Google, and
Microsoft to establish a multi-vendor sovereign
compute framework.

The first pilot should provide unlimited
research tokens to the the top 20 IITs and the IlTs
As bgnnghe top 20 ITTs and the 11S¢. inference
capacity comes online, India should open an API
sandbax for 500 startups, expand access to 100
universities, and launch an Al literacy pilot across
50 Ingih schovis i 10 States. The programme
sovereign Indic Al model benchmarks.

Thereafter India needs to scale the
ecosystem through cross subsidies as
mentioned above and deploy fine-tuned
models into health care, agricuiture and
education.

It must follow this up with full deployment
at 5,000 high schools and all 22 kanguages Wh
tin this Inéla’s token consumptiors will enter the
global top five.

In two years, India-trained models will become
competitive on international benchmarks and
10,000+ Al-native startups will bloom, rocketing

GDP growth.

In sum, India's Al leapfrog is a sine qua non for
national transformation. India needs to replicate
its DP1 (digital public infrastructure) miracles in
the age of Al by embracing open models,
diversifying compute hardware, and making
tokens as free as data.

India has all the necessary conditions -
favourable policies, stable macroeconomy,
prodigious talent and technology institutions -
to become a global leader in Al applications.
The sufficient condition is India's decisive,
visionary leadership. It will take three moves.
One decade. And a transformed (Al)

nation. .
The views expressed are personal
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CJ’ ¢ Crisis breeds reform.

¢ Aim: From “Hindu rate” (3%) to
Bharat rate (8%+) in next decade.

e Al is the new transformational
lever like liberalisation in 1991.

 —

.

* India leads in digital public

infrastructure: Aadhaar, UPI, Jio.

» Proposal: Make Al tokens free

for top 100 R&D institutions and
5,000 schools.

o Cost: ~$2 billion/year (0.06% of GDP).

PPP with AWS, Google, Microsoft.

e Exchange: Land, power subsidies,
data access for free inference.

¢ Paid enterprise tiers can
cross-subsidise free access.

 Build sovereign Al infrastructure.

¢ Host models (Qwen, DeepSeek,
Llama, Sarvam) on Indian soil.

e Hybrid strategy: Sovereign +
open-source models.

* NVIDIA lock-in is costly.

e 40% on AWS Trainium & AMD,
30% on Google TPUs,
30% on NVIDIA.

* Reduce dependence, ensure
strategic autonomy.

+ National Al Token Policy in
next 24 months.

 Pilot: Top 20 IITs & liSc.

¢ Expand to 100 universities,
500 startups, 500 high schools.

» Publish sovereign Indic Al model
benchmarks.

=X

¢ Deploy models in health, agri,
education, judiciary.

¢ Full rollout in 5,000 schools
& 22 languages.

e Target: Top 5 globally in token
consumption.

« India has talent, institutions,
stable macroeconomy.

* Need decisive leadership
& 3 key moves.

¢ Goal: Al nation in 1 decade.
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INDUSTRIAL OUTPUT GROWTH HITS
5-MONTH HIGH OF 5.1%

¢ |IP grows 5.1% in May 2026; highest in five months.

e Manufacturing (5.5%) & Electricity (9.9%) drive growth.

¢ Mining output contracts; remains a weak link.

¢ New IIP series uses Producer Price Index (PPI) not WPI.
¢ Base year revised to 2022-23; better captures output.

RADIO-TAGGED WHITE-RUMPED
VULTURE ELECTROCUTED

e Captive-bred vulture in TN died due to electrocution.

¢ Post-release survival emerging as key challenge.

¢ Overhead power lines major threat to vultures.

¢ Radio-tagging helps track movement & mortality.

¢ Conservation needs safe habitat, not just breeding.

WHY ARE STATES OPPOSING VB-G
RAM G (Replacing MGNREGA)

» States say new funding model shifts more burden on them.

¢ Allocation criteria left to Centre; lack of transparency.

¢ Rules framed without consulting workers' organisations.
no clear wage parameters.

¢ Over-reliance on technology;
¢ Creates ‘rank discrimination’ among States: critics.

WHAT INDIA’S 12 ‘OPERATIONALLY
DEPLOYED’ NUCLEAR WARHEADS
REALLY MEAN

¢ SIPRI lists 12 of India's ~190 warheads as deployed.
¢ Deployed = mated with systems, ready for use.

* India’s No First Use policy unchanged.

* 3 SSBNs ensure credible second-strike capability.

¢ Maturation of deterrence, not lowering of threshold.

CAUGHT IN THE MIDDLE

* Middle powers face pressure amid great-power rivalry.
* Fragmentation of trade, tech & supply chains.

* Need to balance security, economy & autonomy.

e Strategic autonomy & multi-alignment key response.
* India pursues issue-based & independent approach.

REFORMS 3.0 — TOWARDS THE
BHARAT RATE OF GROWTH

* Next phase must be productivity-led, not spending-led.
¢ Focus on manufacturing, human capital & innovation.
¢ Labour productivity, urbanisation & agricultole key.

¢ Institutional reforms to improve governance quality.

¢ Build India’s own growth model suited to its strengths.

PREPARING INDIA FOR CHINA'S
MISSILE CHALLENGE

* China's PLARF gives long-range precision strike edge.
India lacks dedicated Rocket Force; assets scattered.

Compeﬂtwemss |

L IIP: 3 Major Sectors ]

{ ¥ }

i ZI%
BR | W
Manufacturing Mining Electricity
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White-rumped Vulture

(Gyps bengalensis)

[ Key Concerns j

{

)

Arbitrary ] Excess

Higher No Wage
State Allocation | | Central Fixation
Burden Method J Control | | Guidelines
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Land-based
Missiles

India’s Nuclear Triad

Aircraft

o

\ r/’: /I,’.-
|94 Ma,of Power Blocs @ Middle Powers
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= g ﬁ

Labour Institutional
Productivity Reforms

Human

Capital

| China's Missile Threat |

: | PLARF ) 1

* Need more MRBM, IRBM & hypersonic missiles. ~ ——— - < -

* Tech gaps: semiconductors, propulsion, materials. Ballistic J [ C'rus_se J [HY?e"?W'C

* Airbase protection, air defence & space surveillance. Missiles Missiles

ON THE DELAY IN INDIA-U.S. Timeline

TRADE DEAL ¢ T T »

* BTA talks began Feb 2025; interim framework Feb 2026.

e Disputes: agriculture, dairy, Russian oil imports. Feb 2025 Feb 2926 Apr-May 2026 Now.

* U.S. SC struck down tariff basis under IEEPA. BTA Interim Target Uncertainty
Announced  Framework Missed Continues

¢ Section 301 probes on capacity & forced labour.
* Deal delayed due to U.S, policy & legal uncertainties.

HAS RBI CHANGED THE RULES FOR
SCAM COMPENSATION?

* RBI new framework covers social engineering frauds. ( )
* Reporting period increased to S calondar days. Fraud

* Up to 250,000 loss: B5% compensation (max 225,000). ' Happens
¢ Customers ignoring fraud warnions not covered. - /
* Implementation deferred to 1 January 2027.

[- Fraud Reporting &"Compensation ]

Report in \ —
5 Days

Compensation

Eligibility
(up to 225,000) |

Check |

Economy « Growth «
Statistics « Govt. Schemes

Prelims: |IP, PPI, Base Year

Mains: Industrial Growth
Drivers & Challenges

Environment « Biodiversity «
Conservation

Prelims: WP Act, Species,

Threats, Conservation

Mains: Species Recovery
& Human Impact

Governance « Federalism «
Rural Development

Prelims: MGNREGA,

Centre-State Relations

Mains: Cooperative
Federalism & Welfare

Defence « Security «
IR « Nuclear Polucy

Prellms SIPRI Trlad
SSBN, NFU

Mains: Nuclear Doctrine
& Strategic Stability

International Relations «
Global Politics

Prelims: Multi-alignment
Mains: Strategic Autonomy
& Changing World Order

Economy « Reforms «
Growth & Development

Prelims: Reforms,
Productivity, GDP
Mains: Sustained

High Growth Path

Defence « Security «
Science & Tech

Prelims: PLARF, MRBM,
Hypersonic Missiles

Mains: Military Modernisation
& Conventional Deterrence

International Relations «
Economy « Trade

Prelims: IEEPA, Sec 301,
BTA

Mains: Trade Negotiations
& Global Economy

Banking « Economy -«
Governance

Prelims: RBI, EBT, Digital
Fraud

Mains: Consumer Protection
& Digital Finance

QUICK NEWS .

Govt. lifts curbs on petrol, diesel
Fuel supply normalises; restrictions
|mposed durmg West Asia crisis removed

Bad idea to scratch a bug blte
Research shows scratching worsens |
inflammation & delays heallng

Delayed honour
Editorial urges prompt recognition &
accountablllty for mlhtary sacrlﬁces

Why artificial wisdom is Al nsk
Opinion warns against over-reliance on
Al in human decision- makmg

Rise in food poisomng cases
Data shows poor performance of States
in Food Safety Index.

Only EV two-wheelers in Delhi from 2028
Phased move approved to reduce
pollution & promote e- mobllnty

Cheaper Al is better for businesses
Enterprises prefer low-cost/open-source
models as Al costs soar.

Iran to get $6 billion from Qatar
Frozen assets to be released amid
evolving West Asia diplomacy.

Ebola flare-up in DR Congo
Spread to new province; raises global
publuc health concerns.

West Asua stablllty efforts
Ongoing diplomatic outreach to prevent ‘
further escalation in the region.

PRELIM FACTS

IIP base year: 2022-23.

PPI replaces WPI in lIP series.
White-rumped Vulture: Gyps bengalensis.
IUCN status: Critically Endangered.

SIPRI 2026: 9 states have 12,187 warheads.
PLA Rocket Force: China’s missile arm.
Section 301: U.S. Trade Act provision.

RBI EBT limit: Up to ¥50,000 loss.
Implementation date: 1 January 2027.

VOCABULARY

Nuanced — Having subtle differences
or shades.

Coercion — Forcing someone to do
something against their will.

Fragility — Vulnerability; lack of strength.

Impetus — A force or stimulus that
drives action.

Pragmatic — Dealing with realities in a
practical and sensible way.
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Q. Women’s social capital complements in advancing empowerment and gender equity. Explain.

1. INTRODUCTION 2. CONCEPT / DEFINITION ’ \ 1. ANALYSIS: HOW IT COMPLEMENTS EMPOWERMENT & GENDER EQUITY
* India’s development is incomplete = .SOCEN Fapital: Resources embedded | | ) Economic Empowerment: Access to credit, skills, markets — livelihoods & entrepreneurship.
without gender equality. in relationships that enable |
collective action and achieve goals. | » Collective Bargaining: Increases women's voice in households, markets, institutions.
e Women's social capital-—networks, (Robert Putnam) | > i, i
trust, norms—acts as a catalyst o Womeit's SocialiCapitaliiietworks » Political Participation: Encourages leadership in PRIs and local governance.
for empowerment and equity. and collective action by women ’ » Access to Services: Better reach to health, education, sanitation, welfare schemes.
based on trust, reciprocity and
shared norms for mutual benefit. \ » Norm Change: Challenges patriarchy, violence, discrimination; promotes gender norms.
3. BACKGROUND 4. CAUSES / FEATURES / NEED » Social Protection: Mutual support during crises, disasters, vulnerabilities.
|« Patriarchal norms historically limited *» Shared socio-economic challenges. > Digital Empowerment: Networks enable digital literacy, information access, e-commerce.
women's access to resources  Common identity & shared interests. = T e N
and opportunities. * Trust & reciprocity among women. 2. CHALLENGES
. X - hi Ay |
Risyot w?men ° CO"e,Ct Ves o * Losw .lp & par.tuapatlon ; » Patriarchal norms & gender biases ¢ Elite capture in some groups
cooperatives, federations) has * Information sharing & collective
created new avenues of agency learning. * Limited mobility & time poverty ¢ Exclusion of marginalised women
and solidarity. » Collective action for rights &  Unequal access to digital tools i (Caste, Tribe, Disability)

resources. * Inadequate policy convergence

Financial sustainability issues

S. FLOWCHART: HOW WOMEN'S SOCIAL CAPITAL DRIVES EMPOWERMENT

. e . T s 3. IMPLICATIONS 4. CASE STUDY

l
l
\
=

Networks & Access to Collective Empowerment » Enhances agency, autonomy & self-esteem. = Kudumbashree, Kerala
& Collectives Trust & Resources | Action &
(SHGs, NGOs, . Solidarity I (Credit, Skills, Bargaining ) &EGe?der ¢ Reduces gender gaps in education, ¢ 45 lakh+ women in 4.5 lakh NHGs.
2 . u .
Cooperatives) Information) Power T health, income & assets. * Micro-enterprises, social enterprises.
. . o s — . — . 4 ¢ Promotes inclusive & sustainable | : ediick 2
davslomment: ¢ Impact: Poverty reduction, women's
6. MAPS: INDIA - WOMEN SHG DENSITY (NRLM) leadership, improved local governance.
* Strengthens democracy at grassroots. Global g lof
<:\v’\, ¢ Builds resilient and cohesive communities. S S Tecogmtlon as amodel o
. 4 women's empowerment.
A~ 5. REPORTS / COMMITTEES 6. GOVERNMENT INITIATIVES
Norms, Values » UN Women (2023): Social capital key driver * National Rural Livelihoods Mission (NRLM)
of women's empowerment. o Mission Shakti
Women’s » World Bank (2012): Social networks improve e DAY-NRLM (Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana)
Social : WOITHEN'S/802003150 FaNOUNces. e Mahila Kisan Sashaktikaran Pariyojana

» Gupta Committee (2007): Need for women's * Stand Up India, Mudra Yojana
collectives in local governance. » Digital Saksharta Abhiyan

\ N 7. WAY FORWARD CONSTITUTIONAL & LEGAL
. . PROVISIONS
B High (> 15% ] Medium (7 - 15%) » Strengthen SHGs & federations — financial & technical support. SRR A Bty bibiie lonr
L] Low (< 7%) [ ] Very Low » Convergence of schemes: livelihoods, health, education, digital. o An. 15(1) ? Pfolzbiﬁon of
Source: NRLM Dashboard (2024-25) = » Address unpaid care work —+ childcare, créches, social infrastructure. disc.rimination
» Promote women's leadership in PRIs, cooperatives, producer orgs. e Art. 15(3) - Special provisions
8. EXAMPLES » Ensure inclusion: SC/ST, minorities, persons with disabilities. for women
» Self Help Groups (SHGs) under NRLM - financial inclusion, livelihoods. » Leverafge technology — ‘.ﬁgi‘:"1I| platforms, S-COTRNCH, fintech. * Art. 16 -.Equality of
* SEWA (Self Employed Women's Association) — collective bargaining. » Behaviour change campaigns — challenge patriarchal norms. opportunity
» Kudumbashree (Kerala) — women’s neighbourhood groups. * Art. 39(a) - Adequate means
» Mahila Kisan Sashaktikaran Pariyojana -~ women farmers’ collectives. of livelihood
« Digital Saksharta Abhiyan — women's digital literacy and online inclusion. ' | * Art. 51A(e) - Promote
» DATA BOX 8. INTERNATIONAL EXAMPLES harmony & dignity
a R Country Key Takeaways 9. CONCLUSION
90+ lakh 3.8 lakh crore+ 46.2% 1.1 crore+ s _ : * Women's social capital transforms
- Bangladesh Microcredit & women's groups —+ economic individual bilities i
SHGS Bank |ll‘lkage Of SHG |eadel’s Rura' women (Grameen Model) empowerment & social chang., n "Wl .ua capabilities into
: = collective power.
Promoted under Credit to women From SC/ST/OBC Accessed skilling Rasnds Women's cooperatives — peace building, + By complementing institutional
NRLM (2024-25) SHGs (2024-25) & minority groups through SHGs | ' livelihoods, local governance. support and inclusive policies,
3 - Nordic Countries Strong social capital + ggndef equality —p it is vital fOf achieving substantive
¢ Source: NRLM (2024-25), MoRD b high human development. gender equity and Viksit Bharat.




