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DIGITAL INDIA NEARS 11 YEARS

Mlssuon ¢ Launched on 1 July 2015.
* Vision: Digitally empowered
/ \ society & knowledge economy.
« > Semiconductor * Three vision areas: Digital
T~ on Demand, Digital
DIGITAL » V19
BharatNet Empowerment.
Strengthening _ * Focus on Al, Semiconductors,
P . /— DPI, BharatNet.
=\ Affordable * Supports Ease of Living,
\__/K ) Connectivity Doing Business & Inclusion.
DPI ¢ Driving governance and
Expansion economic transformation.
@ Keywords: IndiaAl Mission, DPI, BharatNet, Digital Inclusion )

——

Personal Health Record (PHR)
ABHA Integration
Al-powered Insights

Scan & Register OPD

2 | AAROGYA SETU 2.0 & DIGITAL HEALTH INITIATIVES

Launched Aarogya Setu 2.0
with advanced features.

Integration with ABHA and
health ecosystem.

Initiatives: Ayushman Sarathi,

[

i et NHCX, Drug Registry.
------ 7. | Scan & Pay Hospital Bills o ComioniLOING Cades
@ Digital Prescriptions standardise lab data.
------ (¢) | Wearable Device Integration * Strengthens digital health
() infrastructure.
Keywords: ABHA, NDHM, NHCX, LOINC, Digital Health ]
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PRECISION MEDICINE

3 |

Precision
Medicine
N\
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Genetics Lifestyle Environment Biomarkers
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Personalised Treatment

Better Outcomes

J .

Treatment based on individual
genetics, lifestyle, environment
& biomarkers.

Applications in cancer, rare
diseases, pharmacogenomics.

Enabling early diagnosis and
personalised therapies.
Reduces side effects; improves
treatment outcomes.

Supported by Genome India
Project and Al research.

| l?eywords: Genomics, Precision Medicine, Genome India, Al in Health
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| 4| INDIA-UK CETA MOMENTUM

Expansion

m@&@}@@

Services
Growth

de Investment

Flows

Technology Supply Chain
Cooperation  Resilience

India-UK CETA to deepen
economic partnership.

« Covers goods, services,
investment, IP, digital trade.

+ Boosts market access and
business opportunities.

Strengthens technology

collaboration & supply chains.

¢ Supports ‘Atmanirblar Bharat'

and global integration.

.

Keywords: CETA, FTA, Trade, Investment, Supply Chains
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S I GI-TAGGED REWA SUNDARJA MANGO EXPORT

* First commercial export of
Gl-tagged Rewa Sundarja
mangoes to UAE.

* Facilitated by APEDA,
Madhya Pradesh.

* Gl tag enhances value,
promotes exports.

* Supports farmer income
and regional identity.

* Strengthens One District
One Product initiative.

[ Keywords: Gl Tag, APEDA, Agri-Exports, ODOP, Farmer Income ]

INTERNATIONAL MSME DAY 2026

~30%
Contribution ‘\

to GOP

@

Major
& Exporter

-

110+
Million

/_’ L Employment J

s . s
Innovation &
Digitalisation

MSME Day observed on
27 June every year.

Theme: Udyami Bharat
(Entrepreneurial India).

MSMEs contribute ~30% of
India's GDP.

Employ over 110 million people.

Focus on digital transformation
and future-ready ecosystem.

keywords MSME Udyaml Bharat Entrepreneurshlp, Employment
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Cooperative
Model

/)

BHARAT TAXI COOPERATIVE LAUNCHED

* Launched in Gujarat under
Ministry of Cooperation.

Reduced
Phtfotm

Better Income
Security

@&(

Cooperative platform for
taxi drivers.

Ensures better income security
and welfare.

Reduces dependency on private

aggregators

BHARAT . :
TAXI qu Digital Mobility L
879 Ecosystem * Promotes inclusive growth and

digital mobility.

Keywords: Cooperation, Mobility, Livelihood, Inclusive Growth ]
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INDIA’S MARITIME OUTREACH

INS lkshak

Seychelles

.-ﬂv\-;_q.'.cQ--gw Q
o

" Eastern Fleet

.';Q’.' | . i .\_\.
{

INS lkshak arrived in Seychelles.
Eastern Fleet ships visited

Thailand.

INS Sudarshini arrived in
Baltimore, USA.

Thailand Strengthens maritime diplomacy
\ d part hips.
* INS Sudarshini e i
Baltimore, USA « Reflects India’s SAGAR vision

and Indo-Pacific engagement.
Keywords: SAGAR, Marltlme Dlplomacy. Indo-Pacific, Naval Outreach
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PIB BACKGROUNDER: DIGITAL INDIA

‘ « Digital India has enabled large-scale digital transformation.
R UPP| & = | A powe
— * Key platforms em r citizens and improve governance.
RN  UPP | & Wi }{ = | A | €3 o prove g
a * Focus now on Al, Semiconductors and DPI 2.0.
Aadhaar UPI DigiLocker WIN FASTag Account PM-WANI BharatNet IndioAl e s 3 : Y -
Ecosystem Revolution . Aggregator Mission * Driving inclusive growth, innovation and global leadership.
) — —
| Keywords: Digital India 2.0, DPI, FinTech, GovTech, Al, Semiocts. Naval Outreacs
OTHER IMPORTANT ONE-LINERS
o Digital India Asrogyo Setu Procision Indio-UK CETA Rewca Sundarj o MSME : Indion Novy ships Digital India Digital health
— noarly 2.0 lounches on ﬁ Medicine is the '@ opons now i mango boco':“ ® obufvg:y S mar:r‘vopmzy’ strengthon mo:'mmo continues to be the indtlativos ensure
11 successful 29 June 2026. < future of avenues for trade firsl Gl export to d globally every :m:iver i & partnerships backbone of digital acoess, officency
| years. healthcare. and inveatment. UAE. year on 27 June. g worldwide. tranaformation. & innovation.
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s 4. ECONOMY

/

Parasnath Hill

QU ' CUICK FACTS

ﬁ Capital Ranchi

%] Formation 15 November 2000

@ Official Language Hindi

#  Additional Language Urdu

4  State Animal Asian Elephant

@ State Bird Asian Koel

&  State Flower Palash

E  State Tree Sal

4 Population (2011) 3.29 Crore

B Area 79,714 sq. km
Literacy Rate 66.41%

~

IMPORTANT FACTS

% 28th State of India

%  Richest mineral-bearing state

%  Named after the tribal leader Birsa Munda

%  Chota Nagpur Plateau covers major part

%  Major producer of Coal, Iron Ore & Mica
- = =

2. LOCATION & MAP

UTTAR PRADESH

Ancient History
Part of Magadha region;
known as forested tribal land.

Medieval History
Bengal Sultanate influence;
regional tribal chiefs ruled.

Important Dynasties
Nagvanshi Dynasty ruled
Chota Nagpur region.

Modern History
Tribal resistance against

fi
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' Baidyanath Temple, Deoghar :

‘ MAJOR RIVERS
* Damodar “
¢ Subarnarekha :
* Koel
* Barakar
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Latehar
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Gumla
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§& Major Industries

Steel, Mining, Power,
Heavy Engineering,
Cement, Textiles

Key Minerals

Coal, Iron Ore, Copper,
Uranium, Mica, Bauxite,
Limestone

Infrastructure

Rail & Road network
well developed

Major Industries Hubs
Jamshedpur, Bokaro,
Dhanbad, Ranchi

a%s Power Sector
Thermal, Hydro &
Renewable Energy

7. FESTIVALS
Sarhul

(Spring festival)

A
Y

.

Karma Festival
(Harvest festival)

Sohrai
(Cattle & harvest festival)

Tusu Parab
(Winter festival)

Makar Sankranti |
Mahashivratri p b V. = | ;, ‘
(Deoghar) Sarhul Festival

10. UPSC VALUE ADDITION

Prelims Facts: 28th State, High mineral reserves,
Ulgulan Movement, Betla NP

Mains Points: Mining vs Environment, Tribal
empowerment, Forest Rights, Naxalism &
development, Sustainable mineral extraction
Current Affairs Linkages: Critical minerals,
green steel, renewable energy, tribal welfare
schemes, forest conservation

Strategic Importance: Mineral security,
industrial hub, tribal heartland, central India
connectivity
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WEST BENGAL

PHYSIOGRAPHIC REGIONS
¢ Chota Nagpur Plateau

* Rajmahal Hills

* Damodar Valley

* Forest Plateau Region

Major Crops
Rice, Maize, Pulses,
Millets, Oilseeds

Horticulture
Mango, Litchi,
Jackfruit, Tamarind,
Guava

Commercial Crops
Lac, Tasar Silk

Livestock
Cattle, Goat, Poultry,
Pig, Fishery

Irrigation

Dams: Tenughat,
Maithon, Panchghagh

ﬁ National Parks
Betla National Park
B Tiger Reserves
Palamau Tiger Reserve
& Wildlife Sanctuaries

Dalma, Hazaribagh,
Udhwa Lake

ﬁg Biosphere Reserves
None

m Ramsar Sites
Udhwa Lake

Important Species
Elephant, Tiger, Leopard,
Sloth Bear, Indian Bison

8. ENVIRONMENT & BIODIVERSITY

7

?;\3 )

11. RAPID REVISION - 15 KEY FACTS

Capital - Ranchi

Formation - 15 Nov 2000
Highest Peak - Parasnath Hill
State Animal - Asian Elephant
State Bird ~ Asian Koel

State Flower - Palash

State Tree -~ Sal

Major River ~ Damodar

0000000

National Park ~ Betla

Tiger Reserve ~ Palamau
Famous Temple ~ Baidyanath
Tribal Leader ~ Birsa Munda
Folk Dance -~ Chhau (Seraikella)
Folk Art ~ Sohrai Painting
Major Mineral ~ Coal

X o

P B B

sf¢ Major Attractions

British (Ulgulan Movement).

Freedom Movement
Led by Birsa Munda -
Ulgulan (1899-1900).

State Formation
Carved out of Bihar;
became state on
15 Nov 2000.

— Heritage
Rich tribal culture,
rock art & ancient sites.

UNESCO Heritage Sites
None

Folk Dances

Chhau (Seraikella),
Jhumar, Paika, Domkach
Folk Music

Nagpuri, Birsait songs,
Karma geet

Art Forms

Sohrai Painting,

Paitkar Painting
Handicrafts

Bamboo craft, Dokra
metal craft, Wood
carving, Stone carving
Languages

Hindi, Santali, Mundari,
Ho, Kurukh, Nagpuri,
Khortha, Kurmah
Cultural Practices

Tribal traditions, nature
worship, community festivals

=
i(Var o
A iy

Dassam Falls

i 6. CULTURE & TRADITION

Hundru Falls, Dassam Falls,
Netarhat, Patratu Volley,
Jonha Falls, Tagore Hill
Religious Sites

Baidyanath Temple,
Parasnath Hill (Jain),
Deoghar, Sun Temple
UNESCO Sites

None

Cultural Landmarks

Rock Paintings (Isco),
Tribal Villages, Museums

Jonha Falls Netarhat Sunrise Point

12. JHARKHAND AT A GLANCE

Mineral Storehouse Rich Tribal Dense Forest
\ of India Heritage Cover

Major Steel & Power & Emrgy Natural 803uty
h74  Industrial Hub Resource State & Waterfalls
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QUESTION 1 QUESTION 2
In a sequence of numbers, each number other The ratio of male to female workers in two
than the first two is the sum of the two companies A and Bis 13 : 10 and 7 : 5,
immediately preceding numbers. If the first respectively. If both the companies have the
two numbers are 4 and 7, then the sixth same number of female workers, then what
number is is the ratio of the total number of workers
in A to those in B?
(a) 29 (b) 37
(a) 24:23 (b) 23:24
(c) 43 (d) 47 (c) 18:17 (d) 27:18
2 K J
SOLUTION 1 W SOLUTION 2 )
n Idea / Approach n Idea / Approach
e Every term = Sum of previous two terms. e Make the number of female workers equal in both companies.
E) Key Observation B} Key Observaton
e This is a Fibonacci-type sequence. { FemaleRatio | [ ! | Multiply Bratioby2 !
; I | LCMof 10 and 5 ! ! .
E) Step-by-Step Solution i A=10 - | <30  wmp | tomake female =10 |
: B= : : % i E B becomes 14 : 10 |
4 Term Value Ry N SR ' .. e Sl e O '
; 1st 4 a Step-by-Step Solution
I 2nd 7 r Company Male Female Total Workers
11 3rd 4+7=11 A(13:10) 13 10 13+10 =23
4
18 i b P g 14 10 14 +10 = 24
- (14:10)
¥ 5th 11+18 =29 —_— \
T oth | 18+29=47 o Tsgen i ~at gy |
47 B} Shortcut / CSAT Trick
n Shortcut / CSAT Trick e When one part (female) is equal, compare total ratio units.
e Just keep adding the previous two numbers. B Final Answer
B Final Answer
ANSWER: (d) 47 ANSWER: (b) 23: 24
. > M J

FORMULA BOX

Number Sequence

bext Term = Previous Term + Immediate Previous Term}

Ratio Problems

Equalise Add Compare
Common |=#%  Ratio | = Total
Quantity Parts Units

KEY OBSERVATIONS

e Fibonacci-type sequence — next term is
sum of previous two terms.

® Equalise the common component
before comparison.

® LCM helps in making the common
quantity equal.

e Compare total ratio units after equalising.

® Avoid unnecessary calculations.

Q1 Correct Option (d) 47

Correct Option

(b) 23:24

{ Practice - Analyse = Improve = Succeed J

\ ~
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Q. What is the phenomenon of ‘cloudbursts’? Examine its causes, impacts and the measures that can

reduce its risks. (15 Marks)

1. INTRODUCTION

2. CONCEPT / DEFINITION

¢ Cloudbursts are extreme, localized rainfall events, ¢ 100 mm or more rainfall in 1 hour
causing flash floods and landslides. over a small area (20-30 km?).
¢ Mostly occur in mountainous regions, especially ¢ Defined by India Meteorological |
L the Himalayas. | [ Department (IMD). |

3. BACKGROUND
¢ Formed due to rapid uplift of moist air, leading to intense
condensation in a short duration.
. « Common during Southwest Monsoon (June-Sept).
_* Increasing frequency linked with climate change.

4. CAUSES / FEATURES / NEED
Orographic uplift of moist monsoon winds.
High atmospheric instability and strong convection.
Abundant moisture convergence over mountains.
Sudden collapse of cumulonimbus clouds.
Climate change: more moisture in warmer atmosphere.

S. FLOWCHART: FORMATION PROCESS

| (

|
~

Warm, Moist ab Orographic &) Cooling & = Cumulonimbus
Air Uplift Condensation Clouds
+
Flash Floods & Sudden Collapse -~ Cloudburst & Water Droplets
& Landslides of Cloud (2100 mm/hr) Grow Rapidly

l

_ Cloudburst Prone Areas in India
by ¢
s

s

World: Major Mountain Ranges
Prone to Cloudbursts

Jammu & Kashmir
Himachal Pradesh
Uttarakhand
Sikkim

Arunachal Pradesh

Western Ghats
(Occasional)

A

M Himalayas [ Andes [l Rockies [l Alps

7. DIAGRAM

8. EXAMPLES

India Examples International Examples Recent Examples
* Kedamath Floods (2013) * Colorado, USA (2013) * Himachal Pradesh (June 2023)
« Uttarakhand Cloudbursts (2021) = * Uttamspheric Instability * Sikkim (Oct 2023)
« Himachal Pradesh (2023) in Nepal * Arunachal Pradesh (2024)
* Sikkim GLOF & Rain (2023) * Pakistan (Swat Valley) * Uttarakhand (Sept 2024)
* Leh Cloudburst (2024) * Japan (Kyushu, 2017)

VALUE ADDITION BOX

H /

1. ANALYSIS
¢ High-impact but localized phenomenon.
¢ Difficult to predict due to sudden and small-scale nature.
¢ Strong link with topography and climate variability.
¢ Increasing trend indicates climate change influence.

4. CASE STUDIES

£

i
\
)
/
y,
/ |

| ’/
\

2. CHALLENGES 3. IMPLICATIONS

I \

Loss of human lives

and livestock.

Damage to infrastructure
(roads, bridges, hydel
projects).

Soil erosion, landslides
and river siltation.
Economic losses and
tourism disruption.

Difficult prediction and early warning.
Inadequate weather monitoring in mountains.
Unplanned urbanization and construction.
Deforestation and fragile ecosystems.

Lack of public awareness and preparedness.

Event Year Impact
Kedarnath Floods 2013 Thousands dead, massive destruction,
‘ roads & bridges damaged.
Himachal Pradesh 2023 Frequent flash floods, landslides,
- Cloudbursts agriculture & infrastructure loss.
Sikkim GLOF & Rain 2023 Darsages cueifomenvy/raina

glacial lake outburst.

S. REPORTS / COMMITTEES 6. GOVERNMENT INITIATIVES

Doppler Weather Radar Network
Expansion.

IMD's Nowcasting & Early Warning.
NDMA Guidelines & State Disaster
Management Plans.

Funds: SDRF, NDRF, PM Relief Fund.

Namami Gange & CAMPA - Eco-
restoration of fragile areas.

\
| \

IPCC Reports - Extreme rainfall events increasing.

NDMA - Guidelines for management of cloudburst
and landslide.

Shailendra Committee (2016) - Disaster resilient
infrastructure in Himalayas.

7. WAY FORWARD

Reforms Technology Institutional Citizen
(Strict land-use + (Advanced Radar, + Strengthening + Participation
regulation, Al-based (Coordination, (Awareness,
Building Codes) Nowcasting) _ (Capacity Building) | ~ Local Preparedness)

+

Sustainable Solution: Reduced Risks & Resilient Communities

8. CONCLUSION
Cloudbursts, though natural, can be managed through science, planning and
collective action.
Strengthening early warning, resilient infrastructure and ecosystem protection
is the key.
e A proactive approach today can save lives and build a safer tomorrow.

Rainfall Threshold > 100 mm in 1 hour

KEYWORDS IMPORTANT TERMS IMPORTANT REPORTS COMMITTEES CONSTITUTIONAL ARTICLES
* Koudburst + Orographic Uplift + IPCC Assessment Reports + Shailendra Committee (2016) « Article 21 - Right to Life Area 20-30 km?
* Ottaropphic Rainfall + Atmospheric Instability + NDMA Guidelines (2010, 2019)  + Gadgil Committee (2011) * Article 48A - Environment Duration 30 min - 2 hours
e IR Bl el o L B — i
: [S,;k:zlf;:od . Run.oﬂ’ * MoES - Climate Change Reports ~ + High Powered Committee o Article 51 - international Most Affected Region Himalayan Region
* Extreme Weather sisacmant Conc OIERSSILE HNaGmIoN peace & cooperation Nature Localized & Sudden

Climate Change



Tragic evening
Venezuela’s quake holds lessons on the
importance of preparedness

n Wednesday two earthquakes, of mag-
0 nitudes 7.1 and 7.5, struck seconds apart,

levelling large parts of Caracas, Venezuel-
la. On Friday, the acting President, Delcy Rodri-
guez, put the dead at 589 and the injured at
2,980. In La Guaira, the worst-hit State, over a
hundred buildings crumpled to rubble. Geologi-
cally speaking, such destruction is, in Venezuela,
an aberration. The country sits where the South
American and Caribbean plates grind past one
another, a boundary that slips sideways rather
than thrusting upward - unlike the frequent
quakes along the Pacific’s Ring of Fire. Strain
here accumulates quietly, over generations, be-
fore the ground settles its accounts in a single af-
ternoon. It is early days, but seismologists have
explained the twin quakes as a ‘doublet,” what
the US Geological Survey (USGS) calls a “complex
rupture-interaction”. Northern Venezuela saw a
smaller doublet last year; the Tiirkiye-Syria earth-
quakes of 2023, which killed over 55,000 people,
were of the same provenance. Their shallowness
— under 30 kilometres — drove the fury straight
into the streets above. The USGS has flagged a
plausible toll exceeding 10,000, and the past is

proof that such fears are likely to bear out rather
than be refuted.

India, which has already offered help, should
make relief its first duty — search teams, medical
supplies, and the unglamorous logistics of a dis-
aster zone. But there is a lesson here that it ought
not to file away and forget. This year the Bureau
of Indian Standards withdrew a decade’s worth
of commissioned work that found seismic hazard
along the Himalayan front badly underestimated
— a revision that nearly doubled design forces in
the highest zones and added a sixth zone to a
map that stopped at five. It was shelved after a Ca-
binet Secretariat order warned the standards
“materially affected” ongoing infrastructure, me-
tro projects among them. India’s Zone V still de-
signs for 0.36g, wherg measures for how much
the ground can shake. Pakistan and Nepal, on the
same colliding front, reckon on nearly 0.75g, the
United States and Japan on a full g or more. Near-
ly 79% of Indians live under moderate to severe
seismic threat, and 95% of earthquake deaths oc-
cur in the one- to three-storey houses that no
code ever reaches. Venezuela is a portent of the
implicit danger that exists. The science of predic-
tion will remain, for the foreseeable future, hope
filling the gaps of uncertainty. What can be done
is build structures that hold and keep their inhab-
itants safe. The earth follows its rhythm; the only
choice is whether or not to be ready.

27 June 2026
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KEY TAKEAWAYS

Two earthquakes of magnitude 7.1 and 7.5 struck seconds apart in Venezuela.
589 dead and 2,980 injured; severe destruction in La Guaira.
Geologically, Venezuela is an aberration - less frequent quakes compared to

Pacific Ring of Fire.

Seismologists term the twin quakes a “doublet” or “complex rupture-interaction”.

Their shallowness (under 30 km) caused high surface destruction.

USGS warns possible toll exceeding 10,000.

India must prioritise relief and also learn from this disaster.

India’s seismic hazard maps were revised (higher risk) but the update was shelved.
India’s Zone V (0.36g) is lower than Pakistan, Nepal (0.75g) and the U.S., Japan (1g+).
79% of Indians live in moderate to severe seismic zones.

95% of earthquake deaths occur in non-engineered houses.

Preparedness and resilient infrastructure are the only real protection.

~N

STATIC LINKAGE

¢ Tectonics: South American Plate &

.
\

LESSONS FOR INDIA

COMPARISON: DESIGN ACCELERATION (g)

Caribbean Plate boundary |

Type of Boundary: Transform CARIBBEAN
(Strike-slip) PLATE
Terms: Seismic hazard, Magnitude ’ \’ ;
(Richter scale), Intensity | Venezuela'
Institutions: USGS, BIS

Related Acts: Disaster Management

Act, 2005

Building Code: National Building 5°”“:,m‘é“'“"
Code (NBC)

Seismic Zones of India: II, Ill, IV, V

.

Do not ignore scientific assessments.

Update seismic hazard maps transparently and adopt stronger standards.

Enforce building codes, especially for one- to three-storey houses.

Invest in early warning systems, retrofitting and resilient infrastructure.

Disaster preparedness = saving lives + reducing economic loss.

Country/Region Design Acceleration (g) K
India (Zoné V} 0.36g

Pakistan & Nepa[ 0.755 Frme |
United States 1.0g+ |
Japan 1.0g+

MAP SNAPSHOT

Tectonic Setting

N
by 74
/’r %
/ "l.- n_'__ ,’
\ _\‘."‘: R =5
-y 7 A\

- ' 4
\ v
‘.
|
|

- Gy

KEY DATA POINTS

Depth of quakes: Under 30 km

« Possible toll: Exceeding 10,000
+ Indians in moderate to severe zones: 79%
« Deaths in non-engineered houses: 95%

» Revised seismic assessment: Nearly doubled
design forces in highest zones

Seismic Zones of India

L4

/_\'. 2

Zone |l
N el Zone lll
l ' Zone IV

B Zone V

—— o

WHAT IS A ‘DOUBLET’?

+ Two earthquakes of similar
magnitude occur close in time
and space.

+ Caused by complex rupture-
interaction along the fault.

» Leads to amplified ground

~ | shaking and destruction. K

WAY FORWARD

Strengthen seismic research and adopt global best practices.

Implement updated seismic hazard maps and building codes.

Retrofitting of critical infrastructure and old buildings.
Community awareness and mock drills.

Build resilience; disasters cannot be stopped, but their impact can be reduced.
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India’s eastern borders affected by
flow of opium from Myanmar: NCB

Neighbouring country emerges as alternative global opium source after ban on drugs in Afghanistan, says bureau; India’s
eastern borders through Manipur corridor are the most direct and porous entry point for this expanding production base

Vijaita Singh

NEW DELHI

ollowing the 2022

Taliban-imposed

ban on drugs in Af-
ghanistan, Myanmar has
emerged as an alternative
source of global opium
supply and the conse-
quences are already visible
along India’s eastern bor-
ders, through the Manipur
corridor, the Narcotics
Control Bureau (NCB) said
in its 2026 annual report.

The report, released on
Friday by Home Minister
Amit Shah, highlighted the
fact that the northeastern
States of Manipur, Mizo-
ram, and Nagaland are
bearing the sharpest fron-
tline exposure due to the
enhanced production of

drugs in Myanmar.

Porous border
Porous border mechan-

isms, including the Free
Movement Regime (FMR)
along the India-Myanmar
border, have created con-
ditions under which these
States have transitioned
from peripheral transit
zones to active staging
grounds for distribution of
narcotics into the Indian
hinterland.
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lllegal trade: Myanmar's illicit opium cultivation expanded by

approximately 56% between 2021 and 2023. Ap

Myanmar’s illicit opium
cultivation expanded by
approximately 56% bet-
ween 2021 and 2023, ac-
cording to the NCB report,
with the area under poppy
cultivation
45,200 hectares.

reaching

India’s eastern borders
through the Manipur corri-
dor are the most direct and
porous entry point for this
expanding  production
base, the report said.

“Myanmar’s  Golden
Triangle has expanded as
both an opiate supplier
and a dominant metham-
phetamine (Yaba tablets)
hub.

The convergence, pri-
marily in areas controlled
by ethnic armed groups in
Shan State, has created a

poly-drug production. The
Manipur corridor, through

which India’s National
Highway no. 102 passes, is
the primary land entry

point for both heroin and
methamphetamine  ta-
blets,” it said.

The second major traf-
ficking corridor enters In-
dia through Champhai in
Mizoram, which shares
close proximity with Myan-
mar's Chin State.

Drugs are smuggled
through unfenced and po-
rous stretches of the bor-
der and routed towards Sil-
char in Assam’s Barak
Valley through Aizawl and
adjoining road networks,
the report added.

In 2025, Mizoram ac-
counted for 1477 kg of
seized amphetamine-type
stimulants, out of total sei-
zures amounting to 3,485

kg across the country. The
other States where such re-

coveries were reported are
Manipur (535 kg), Delhi
(454 kg), Gujarat (308 kg)
and Karnataka (164 kg).

Drone-based trafficking
On the other side of the
country, despite the Tali-
ban’s 2022 crackdown,
which reduced Afghan opi-
um production by 93%
from its peak, around
13,200 tonnes of pre-ban
narcotics are sustaining
the trafficking pipelines
and making their way into
India through the western
border.

The NCB said that
drone-based drug traffick-
ing from across the Pakis-
tan border has seen a five-
fold increase over the past
five years, particularly into
Punjab.

In 2025, there were 305
such cases, resulting in the
seizure of 468 kg of narcot-
ics, a 96% increase in
quantity over 2024. Punjab
alone accounted for 298
such cases and 461 kg
seized, primarily heroin
(449.751 kg) and metham-
phetamine (9.018 kg). Ov-
erall, Punjab accounted for
58% of total seizures,
which amounted to 3,567
kg across the country.

“The scale of this threat
is underscored by the
growth trajectory: from
just 3 incidents in 2021, in-
cidents surged to 35 in
2022, 28 in 2023, before ac-
celerating sharply to 178 in-
cidents in 2024 and 305 in-
cidents in 2025, a 100-fold
increase in incident count
over five years,” the report
said.

This exponential rise re-
flects the growing opera-
tional maturity of traffick-
ing  networks  using
unmanned aerial vehicles
(UAVs) to circumvent tradi-
tional border controls, the
NCB said. Additional inci-
dents were reported in Ra-
jasthan and Jammu and
Kashmir.

“The South Asian arm
[of the drug trade via Af-
ghanistan] flows through
Pakistan into India via both
the land frontier in Punjab
and Rajasthan, and the
maritime frontier along the
Gujarat and Maharashtra
coastlines, the latter a
route of increasing con-
cern given its use of fishing
vessels and coastal craft
that operate below the de-
tection threshold of stan-
dard maritime surveil-
lance,” the NCB said.

KEY TAKEAWAYS

* Myanmar has become a major opium source after
Afghanistan ban.

* Manipur corridor is the most direct & porous
entry point.

* Golden Triangle is both opiate and
methamphetamine hub.

* Drone trafficking from Pakistan has increased
fivefold in five years.

* Punjab is the worst affected by drone-based

narcotics.
K 2

STATIC LINKAGE

* NDPS Act, 1985 — Regulates narcotic drugs.
NCB - Nodal agency under MHA.

Golden Triangle — Myanmar, Laos, Thailand.

Golden Crescent — Afghanistan, Iran, Pakistan.

* India-Myanmar Border — FMR in place.
\. J

MAP SNAPSHOT

India-Myanmar Border Golden Triangle
Myanmar
India e Laoe
5/:." ~...... ki .
o ~ Thailand
(I % J
DRUG TRAFFICKING ROUTES
e Land Routes India Hinterland
(Opium Cultivation) = (Manipur, Mizoram, ——» (Distribution
Nagaland) Networks)
1
Drone Routes
(Pakistan Border — Punjab,

Rajasthanr, J&K) ’

UPSC ANGLE

Internal Security Challenge — Narco-terrorism.

Border Management - FMR, fencing, tech surveillance.
Health Impact — Rising methamphetamine abuse.
Governance ~ Need for regional cooperation (SAARC).

SDG Link - SDG 3 (Good Health), SDG 16 (Peace & Justice).

- =_ = = — = e
VALUE ADDITION (ONE LINER)

The drug route has shifted from ‘Golden Crescent to
Golden Triangle’, making India’s eastern borders the
new frontline of the narcotics threat.

IMPORTANT DATA

Myanmar Opium Poppy Cultivation Area
Cultivation Increased in Myanmar
56% (2021-2023) 45,200 hectares

Amphetamine-type Seizure Drone Incidents in 2025
in Mizoram (2025) (from Pakistan)
1,477 kg 305 cases
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India’s Eastern Borders

Affected by Flow of Opium
from Myanmar (GS-3)

+ Myanmar emerging as major Drug Flow R
global opium source after = 37 i
Taliban crackdown. L C 2

\- 4 ! P s

* Manipur, Mizoram and o, Pe

Nagaland most vulnerable. v‘:(‘_ g </‘
...... & )

* Drug trafficking linked with  ganciapesy” ./ oo/

organised crime and ';‘ ) e

« Drone trafficking increasing

insurgency. ) \
VU Mizoram =/ A

along western border.
« NCB Vision 2026-29 focuses | ¢
on Al-based interdiction.
Golden Triangle
Myanmar - Laos — Thailand

Static: NDPS Act + NCB + Internal Security

UPSC Angle: Drug trafficking, narco-terrorism,
border security, organised crime

India-New Zealand FTA
(GS-2 / GS-3)

4

India +* New Zealand

Comprehensive and modern
FTA under negotiation. il
. O e
Boost to goods, services 5 ) ‘
and investment. 1
Strengthens Indo-Pacific Goods Trade
economic cooperation. +
Diversifies supply chains SOM“: Bade
and reduces dependence. etk
Benefits in agriculture, 4
dairy, IT, education, tourism, Technology
+
People-to-People Ties

Static: FTA « CEPA +« WTO + Indo-Pacific

UPSC Angle: International trade, economic
diplomacy, strategic partnerships

Lebanon-Israel-U.S.

Trilateral Framework Accord

Agreement aims to reduce
tensions on Israel-Lebanon
border.

Focus on border security
and maritime stability. /

g
Reduces conflict risk ' .)
in West Asia. oy } :
Important for regional }
peace and stability. / /
\
Il
/

Benefits India’s energy ,/
and diaspora interests. / <

Static: UNIFIL « Blue Line + West Asia Geography

UPSC Angle: Regional stability, international security,
energy routes, diaspora

NFSA Amendments: 7 kg

Foodgrains per Person

* Uniform entitlement proposed. { F°°:y:°:“"“¥
m
* Maximum 35 kg per 3
household. [ oo
+ Improves implementation +

efficiency. r Procurement ]
» Supports SDG-2 (Zero Hunger). i -
PDS/TPDS |
* Reduces exclusion errors
and ensures portability. ( N =
t & Well-being
NFSA 2013

- Coverage = 67% Population

Static: NFSA « TPDS « SDG-2 + Food Security

UPSC Angle: Welfare schemes, food security,
inclusive growth

Jumbo Chasers of

Chalakudy (Environment)
(GS-3)
* Human-elephant conflict in Elep!:.a(:tmc‘:;’ndor
Kerala’s Chalakudy region. . \
« Habitat fragmentation and \\
corridor disruption. A
« Importance of elephant ﬂ 14
corridors and connectivity. \ do {
« Community participation \ \
and early warning systems | y
ke” \\:\ y /
« Need balanced conservation
Elephant
and development. - Habitat
«es Corridor
Route

Static: Project Elephant (1992) + Wildlife Protection Act

UPSC Angle: Biodiversity conservation, human-wildlife
conflict, sustainable development

The Cracks Beneath India's
Growth Story (GS-3)
Growth vs Devel t
« Growth numbers hide S ophe
structural weaknesses. GDP Growth
» Jobless growth and informal #
employment high.
’ Employment
* Regional and income ) +
inequalities persist.
Income Equali
+ Consumption slowdown Ry ,
and rural stress. #
+ Need inclusive, sustainable Human Development |

and job-rich growth,

Static: HDI « MPI « PLFS « NITI Reports

UPSC Angle: Inclusive growth, inequality, employment,
sustainable development

Tragic Evening

(Urban Fire Safety)
(GS-3)

« Highlights weak fire Fire Safety Cycle
regulation and enforcement. Planning

« lllegal buildings and ~ &Design
non-compliance increase ‘
risks. Compliance

« Disaster preparedness and & Standards
emergency response poor. ‘

. Inspection
Urban govw.efnance a?d & Audit
accountability questioned. i

« Safety .audits and drills £ ncy

4
Recovery

Static: NBC 2016 + Fire Safety Rules
Disaster Management Act, 2005

UPSC Angle: Urban safety, governance,
disaster risk reduction

The Right to Walk
Derailed by Design

o Cities remain vehicle-centric ~ Complete Streets Model
and pedestrian-unfriendly.

NG
*» Encroached footpaths "

and poor crossings. 1
o Accessibility and safety | Cyclists
remain major issues. _ 060 ‘

* Walkability improves

health, equity and Q Public Transport
environment. : l

* Need ‘Complete Streets’ g
approach. 6 Private Vehicles

Static: Urban Governance « 74th CAA « RPwD Act

UPSC Angle: Sustainable cities, inclusive mobility,
right to life (Art. 21)

The Rules that Failed

15 Lives in Lucknow
(GS-3)

« Fire tragedy exposes Governance Failure Chain

regulatory failure.

Building Approval
* Poor enforcement of +
building and fire norms. Fire Safety Audit
* Weak inspections and ¥
political interference. Compliance
¢ Need accountability and +
strict compliance. Enforcement
¢ Shift from reactive to +
Safety of Lives

preventive governance.

Static: National Building Code « Fire Safety Rules
Disaster Management Act, 2005

UPSC Angle: Governance, urban safety, accountability,
right to life (Art. 21)
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| VOCABULARY (6) |

n Porous — Easily penetrable.

a Interdiction — Prevention of illegal movement.
B Deterrence — Discouraging wrongdoing.

n Resilience — Ability to recover quickly.

B Inclusivity — Equal participation for all.

3 Compliance — Adherence to rules.

QUICK NEWS (10)

PRELIMS FACTS (12)

W

Iran reiterates control over shipping through
Strait of Hormuz.

CBSE Classes 7-9 may continue foreign
languages during transition.

Gouvt. asks hospitals to publish post-transplant
survival data.

Centre simplifies drug import rules for testing
and analysis.

IMO pauses Gulf vessel evacuation after
fresh attacks.

OpenAl delays public rollout of GPT-5.6.

New Zealand security report flags Chinese
military activity in Pacific.

China says Bangladesh engagement targets
no third country.

Govt, proposes amendments to strengthen
NDPS Act.

Operation Sindoor martyrs added to National
War Memorial Roll of Honour.

J/

Golden Triangle = Myanmar-Laos~-Thailand
Golden Crescent = Afghanistan-Iran-Pakistan
NH-102 links Manipur with Myanmar.

Strait of Hormuz carries nearly one-fifth
of global oil trade.

Project Elephant launched in 1992.

Asian Elephant - IUCN Endangered.
NFSA enacted in 2013.

NCB works under Ministry of Home Affairs.
NDPS Act enacted in 1985.

UNIFIL operates in Lebanon.

New Zealand is part of the CPTPP grouping.
National Building Code revised in 2016.




