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FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know your
English

S. Upendran

What is the meaning of “have the
blues"? (A. B. Sankaran, Vizag)

The “blues” is a kind of music; it is usually
slow and sad. This type of music was first
made popular by the Blacks who lived in
the Southern states of America - the
states where slavery was common. |
understand that the original blues songs
were about the lives of slaves. Nowadays,
in most blues songs the singer sings about
how terrible his life is or how unlucky he
has been in love — not very different from
our Indian film songs! When you say that
you have the blues, it means that you are
in a sad or depressed mood. It is also
possible for one to “get the blues”. Here
are a few examples.

Rahul has had the blues ever since his
wife walked out on him.

A wet day like today always gives me
the blues.

Shanthi gets the blues whenever she
watches “Love Story”.

Another expression, which means
more or less the same thing, is “feeling
blue®, If you feel blue, you feel sad.

Rainy days always make me feel blue.

I don’t know why, but I am feeling blue
this morning.

Which of the following sentences is
correct? “Neither Mohan nor Geetha
is going home”, or, “Neither Mohan
nor Geetha are going home”. (S.
Janaki, Hospet)

Careful users of the language prefer the
use of the singular verb “is”. In writing,
you would be better off using “is”. In
speech, however, it is quite common to
hear even native speakers use the plural
“are”. There is a tendency to use the
plural verb in speech. This however is not
considered to be grammatically correct.
The verb that you use will depend on the
noun which precedes it. Here are a few
examples:

» Neither the father nor his children
were willing to go home.

» Neither the children nor the father was
willing to go home.

What is the difference between
“biannual” and “biennial”? (E.
Shyama Sundar, Madanapalle,
Andhra Pradesh)

An event that is held “annually” takes
place once a year. The word “bi”,
pronounced “by”, means “two”. So an
event which is held “biannually” is one
that is held twice a year. Here is an
example.

* The Chairman decided to make the

Board Meeting a biannual event.

In this case, the Board will meet twice
a year — perhaps every six months.

A “biennial” event, on the other hand,
is one that takes place once in two years.
Here is an example.

* The Chairman decided to make the

Board Meeting a biennial event.

In this case, the Board will meet once
every two years.

How is the word “creche”

pronounced? (P. Laxman, Secunderabad)
The first “e”, which has an accent mark
on it, sounds like the “e” in “set”, “get”
and “bet”; the second “e” remains silent.
It is also possible to pronounce the first
“e” like the “ay” in “day”, “bay”, and
“say”. The final “ch” sounds like the “sh”
in “ship”, “sheet”, and “shoot”. A
“creche” is a place where babies are
looked after while the parents are away at
work.

Published in The Hindu on February 6,
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e The article explains meanings, grammar usage
and pronunciation of commonly confused
English expressions.

¢ Focus on correct usage in both writing and
speech.

* Helps improve accuracy, clarity and confidence
in English.
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“Have the blues” / “Feeling blue”
* Origin: Blues music by African Americans about slave lives.
* Meaning: To be in a sad, depressed mood.

* “Get the blues” = to become sad.

* Examples: Rahul has had the blues... / A wet day... /
| am feeling blue this morning.

P

Singular vs Plural Verb (Is vs Are)
* Prefer singular verb "is” with “neither... nor...

* “Are” is common in speech but not grammatically correct.
* Verb agrees with the noun closer to it.

Sentence Pattern Correct Usage

Neither + Singular + nor + Plural Verb is Singular (is)

|
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Neither + Plural + nor + Singular J Verb is Singular (is)

Examples

* Neither the father nor his children were willing to go home. (X)
* Neither the father nor his children was willing to go home. (V)

* Neither the children nor the father was willing to go home. (V)
* Neither the children nor the father were willing to go home. (X)

.

Biannual vs Biennial

Biannual Biennial

* Happens twice a year * Happens once in two years

* "“Bi” = Two

* Example: Biannual meeting * Example: Biennial meeting
= twice a year (every 6 months) = once every two years

* “Bien” = Two years

Pronunciation of “creche”

» First “e” = “e” in set, get, bet or “ay” in day, bay, say.

+ Second “e” is silent.

* “ch” = "sh” in ship, sheet, shoot.

* Meaning: A place where babies are looked after when
parents are at work.

’ Key Takeaways

¢ Understand word origins to remember meanings.

¢ Grammar rules ensure correctness and clarity.

* Usage in context builds confidence.

* Pronunciation matters for effective communication.
* Practice with examples for better retention.

N Word Bank

| Blues, Depressed, Unlucky, Expression, Singular, Plural,

y Grammatically, Annually, Biannual, Biennial, Accent, Silent,
- Pronunciation, Creche, Babies, Workplace.
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Revisiting India’s ultrasound laws

Technological shifts and rising need for community-based cancer screening sugpest that regulatory framesocty frameworks should adapt to distinguish between different use cases of

ot uftrascand. An amendment to the FCPNDT Act coukd legalise community-based ultrasound using a high-frequeacy linear probe, as it will not impact sex determination

FULL CONTEXT

Parth Sharma

Senthil Kumar A.R.

rs. Janki (name changed), a

45-year-old woman, came to

a health camp organised in

rural Assam with a complaint
of a painless breast lump. She had noticed
the lump three months carlier and
reported that it had gradually increased in
size. On examination, the doctor
suspected breast cancer and advised her
to visit a cancer hospital located two
hours away for further evaluation.

“But I have no pain. The hospital is so
far away. There i3 nobody to come with
me to the hospital.” Mes. Janki said.
Despite repeated counselling, she refused
to seek further care.

Three months later, Janki finally
presented to the hospital. By then, she
had developed a large. bleeding mass in
her breast. She was diagnosed with
advanced stage breast cancer and died six
months later.

Technological advances, like portable
ultrasound machines, have made it

possible to bring cancer diagnostics, such

as ultrasound imaging and
ultrasound-guided biopsies, closer to
people’s homes. This machine could,
perhaps, have given Mrs, Janaki a
diagnosis at her doorstep. However,
India’s Pre-Canception and Pre-Natal
Dmasextic Tovhmiocsoat BCPNITN Act
machine ctiwwommee a registered facility
a serious offence, with penalties that can
include a minimum of three months’
non-bailable imprisomemnt.

Provisions of the PCPNDT Act
The PCPNDT Act was introduced in 1994

in responsc to a sharp decline in the child

sex ratio in India, driven by a strong
societal preference for male children and
the growing misuse of technologies such
as ultrasoography for prenntal sex
determination, followed by selective
abortion of female foetuses. Abortion of
from the 1980s, with the increasing
availability of imaging technologies,
raising serious cooncerns. The legislation,
therefore, aimed not only to prevent the
misuse of medical technology but also to
address the deeper issue of gender
discrimination.

The law mandates registration of all
genetic clinics, ultrasound centres, and
laboratories and strictly prohibits the

communication or disclosure of the sex of

the foetus. It peescribes detailed
record-keeping, monitoring mechanisms,
and penaltics to ensure compliance.
Under this Act, the purchase of an
ultrasound machine is not a routine
commercial transaction but a
tightly-regulated process. A clinic or
hospital must first be registered with the
district government as a genetic clinic or
imaging centre before acquiring a
machine. Purchasing one without prior
registration is illegal. Manufacturers or
dealers are required to verify the buyer's
credentials and obtain a written
undertaking that the machine will not be
used for sex determination. The sale m
be documented with invoice details that
match the registered centre, and the
transaction is reported to the authorities

Expanding access: Portable, handheld ultrasound devices can make it technically feasible 1o bring dlagnostic services closer to patients’ homes, GETTY IMAGES

including patient records for every scan,
must be maintained.

Impact of PCPNDT Act

Following the introduction of the
PCPNDT Act, the sex ratio at birth in India
has shown a gradual improvement at the
national level. While this improvement
cannot be conclusively attributed to the
introduction of the Act, several
unintended consequences can be directly
attributed to it.

Evidence suggests that families whose
first child is a giel tend to have more
children in an effort 1o have a son,
campared to Eamilies with a firstborn boy.
Following restrictions an prenatal sex
selection, families esperienced a 25%
higher child mortality rale among
firstborn girls relative to firstborn boys.

This could be explained by the decline in
parental investment in health,
particularly among girls. Fertility also
increased in these families, indicating a
shift toward having more children when
sex selection was not an option. Having
larger number of children also led to dilution
afriaution of resources, likely reducing
overall investment per child. Similar
patterns were observed in education as ge-
garErpartierwidmol Trenc ehomitvems
were moce proacunced among poore offec
bilny the cestrictions, as they could not
affoed (el sesvices to abort the child.
Recent reports indicate that sexselective

decades of kegal prohibition. In October 2023,

2ogo, authecities uncovered an illegal
roftovard havaing more cljael metide forfmal
batee omopdrmonn peiiniaes, and cverd
afford illegal services to abort the child.

The issue is not condined to Inclia.
Reports from thove Lomibod Kingdom
indicates that son preference may persist
thamg som dissporia ancovenics an illegal
aswell. Reports have also organised
medical purposes. Any misose, induding fsy
hretetenioame o thée Gaantiamo must
remain at the aprovend location, tio details
regisotes, and its use is sestranted te
papicoes., Any misuse, including for oex be

settings with stricter oversight,
highlighting the deep-rooted nature of
gender bias that transcends national
boundaries.

Taken together, these patterns
underscore a critical limitation of
legislative approaches. While laws such
as the PCPNOT Act establish an essential
regulstocy framenotk, they are
insufficient on their own to drive social

change,

The case for reform

Available evidence suggests that the
PCPNDT Act has not fully achieved its
intended objectives and may, in some
contexts, have had unintended adverse
cffects. Additionally, fear of legal
repercussions and stringent regulatory
requirements has had a chilling effect on
SCIVICe provision.

Moreover, The PCPNDT Act has not
kept pace with advances in ultrasound
technology. Portable, handheld
ultrasounds devices, often connected to
to smartphones or tablets, make it
technically feasible to bring diagnostic
services closer to patients” homes, which
is particularly relevant for carly cancer
detection in underserved areas. However,
the use of such devices at the community
level ks currently ilegal in India.

Modern high-frequency probes used
for applications such as cancer detection
and the assessment of other superficial
conditions cannot be used for foctal sex
determimation, yet remain subjoct 1o the
same regulatoey restrictions, limiting
access to essential diagnostic care.

Recent developments in artificial
intelligence (Al) further strengthen the
case for s meabled witasound systems
capaasint with imege acquisition and
interpretation. and in some configuratios
repaorts based an peltern recognition
withowt requiriog full image storage or
display. tectmonicsfies could enabie
for prerpentic applications while altrasound
substantially reciacing the risk of
for foetal sex determination.

Recent research has also demonstrated
the families of Indisn ongin may may be
sent iventeisbe tiartoos i fie Gognooled

Inclrac ocoo mcheic of three socuns,

The case for reform

Available evidence suggests that the
PCPNDT Act has not fully achieved its
intended objectives and may, in some
contexts, have had unintended adverse
effects. Additionally, fear of legal
repercussions and stringent regulatory
requirements has had a chilling effect on
service provision.

Moreover, The PCPNDT Act has not
kepr pace with advances in ultrasound
technology. Portable, handheld
ultrasounds devices, often connected to
techintially feasibie to bring diagnostic
services closer 10 patietits” hames, which
is particulacly relevant for early cancer
detection in undersrved areas. However,
the use of such devices at the community
level is currently illegal in India,

Maodern high-frequency probes used
for applications such as cancer detection
and the assessment of other superficial
conditions cannot be used for foetal sex
determination, yet remain subject to the
same regulatory restrictions, limiting
access (o essential diagnostic care.,

Recent developments in antificial
intelligence (Al) further strengthen the ¢
approach. Al-enabled ultrasound
approach. Al-enabled olresound systems
can rouct cftog image ooquricsico formal
cotfmumsino, and In susnme
configuratiens generate automated reporty
reports hasdem ge automated reports
without requiring full image storage or
display. Such technologies could enable
safe, purpose-specific use of ultrasound
for dlagooctic appiciiomnee
approadle, lur edocing the rlacisy

Regulntong ctel glarramse specticd and
care loe Tuts boe salex rparpaeoc opentis 1o
care io cunkend undeeriococren o in
doelzas cegletraqueens Probe, Regulatdin
Hoctal sex Cancer Regermination.

Recent research has also demonstrated
the potential of Al in improving access to
care in rural and underserved arcas,

» Regulations must distinguish between
different use cases of ultrasound.

based ultrasound with high-frequency
linear probe.

* Will not impact sex determination.

Amend PCPNDT Act to legalise community-

( « PCPNDT Act (1994) aimed to curb sex
determination & female foeticide.

. * Mandates registration of clinics, record
' keeping & monitoring.

» Severe penalties including minimum 3

months’ imprisonment.
\

p
. Evidence shows unintended consequences:

» Decline in parental investment in girls.
- » Increase in fertility & resource dilution.
L- Sex-selective practices continue illegally.

» Higher child mortality among firstborn girls.

* Portable, handheld ultrasounds can bring
diagnostics closer to homes.

e Current law restricts their use even for
non-sex determination purposes.

» Al-enabled systems can assist in image
analysis & report generation.

Need for balanced reform:

* Allow community-based use for cancer
screening & benign conditions.

» Ban only misuse for sex determination.
* Update law with technological advances.

v..J
-

' Benefits of reform:

l T
» Early cancer detection in rural &
underserved areas.

» Improved access to healthcare.
» Reduced burden on tertiary hospitals.

\

Global perspective:

» Selective abortion remains a challenge
even in other countries.

» Social change, awareness & gender equality
are essential.

Way forward:
* Amend law for safe, purpose-specific use.

* Use Al & high-frequency probes for early
cancer detection.

» Ethical, equitable & technology-driven
healthcare for all.

.

Keywords:

PCPNDT Act, Sex Selection, Portable
Ultrasound, High-Frequency Probe, Al in
Healthcare, Cancer Screening, Regulatory
Reform, Gender Bias, Community Health.
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Keeping humanity at the centre of the Al revolution

t the peak of human history, the
Artificial Intelligence (Al) revolution
stands out as a transformative
moment, harnessing the infinite
potential of science and innovation in the service
of humankind. The endless possibilities of Al in
every sphere of human activity and its
empowering potential to deal with the
unprecedented challenges of our times, is a
tribute to mankind'’s collective ingenuity that
validates the boast of accomplishments of which
‘even the gods might be envious'. The automating
of tedious tasks involving repetitive work and
freeing time for leisure, expanding access to
essential services, breakthroughs in medicine,
ensuring longevity and better health care
including cancer screening and prediction of
terminal illnesses, robotic nursing of the sick, a
more effective targeting of economic aid to the
marginalised, enhanced accessibility of education
and knowledge to all and its vast contribution to
environmental sustainability in several ways
including disaster management and weather
forecasting are some of the crowning
contributions of Al toward a more inclusive
development agenda.

Technology and human values

Even so, questions about the future of human
society and the ‘destiny of intelligence’ are most
vigorously debated by philosophers, scientists,
statesmen and the technology czars, some of
whom have pleaded for a pause in the further
development and deployment of Al that could
hijack our idea of humanity. The claims of the Al
protagonists about the *amazing abundance’ of
goods and services and the caution against
slowing down of scientific progress through
regulation must contend with the compelling
questions about the necessity of ethical guardrails
warranted by humanitarian considerations and
emotions embedded in the deepest recesses of
our being through a cultural evolution spanning
the millennia. The question of who we are, and
whether we are ready for a new narrative of
humanity in which functional efficiency and
promised material abundance prevail over the
yearnings of the human soul and the dignity of
emotion, is an unavoidable and larger inquiry
that has resisted the seduction of technological
wonders.

Al is able to replicate, and in some cases even

outperform, cognitive skills, including the ability

to understand human emotions and intuition.
Are we ready for an endless technological

disruption and a ‘global epidemic of stress’
caused by a prolonged volatility in the job market

Ashwani Kumar

Senior Advocate,
Supreme Court

of India, an author
and a former Union
Minister for Law
and Justice

and a predicted ‘useless’ class of millions caused
by an unmanageable stress in coping with the
effects of technological disruption? Whether we
have new social and economic models that
protect individual self-worth and ensure for all a
life of belonging and emotional well-being are
larger philosophical questions arising from a
humanist perspective founded on the
sacrosanctity of the values we carry as a badge of
humanity.

Clearly, the fact that passionate propounders
of Al have cautioned against ‘summoning the
devil without a kill switch’, must awaken us to the
urgency of serious reflection on how to preserve
‘the hidden realm of the mind from which
emotions emerge, from which inspiration flows,
from which our desires pulse — the subjective
part of the human spirit that makes each of us
ineluctably who we are’.

Data privacy vulnerabilities, proliferation of
misinformation, electoral manipulations, the
possibility of super intelligent weapons systems
going rogue, Al-enabled phishing campaigns, and
surveillance and censorsbip are some of the
ominous portends that can cause social
upheavals without effective global regulation.

Preserving the digital sovereignty of
nation-states remains a challenge, given that
control over data is intrinsically linked to national
security and the strategic autonomy of nations.
The establishment of a global regulatory regime
that respects national sovereignty and ensures
effective enforcement can no longer be

postponed.

A moral compass

The world of Al that could rewrite the code of
humanity, therefore, needs a moral vision that
can harmonise technological advancement with
the preconditions of a virtuous and happy
society.

Terry Eagleton’s caution in relation to a
sense of seductive self-assurance is eloquent and I
quote: ‘An inflated self-belief can earn its
calamitous comeuppance, which caused the
ancient Greeks to shudder and look fearfully to
the skies'.

Spanish philosopher José Ortega y Gasset
reminded us that ‘we live at a time when man

- believes himself fabulously capable of creation,

but he does not know what to create. Lord of all
things, he is not Lord of himself. He feels lost
amid his own abundance. With more means at its
disposal, more knowledge, more technique than
ever, it turns out that the world today goes the
same way as the worst of worlds that have been;
it simply drifts’.

The encyclical letter of His Holiness, Pope Leo

¢ Al revolution has limitless potential to serve humanity.
* Must ensure technology remains human-centric.

» Ethics, dignity, and accountability must guide Al.

POTENTIALS OF Al

* Automates tedious work and saves time.
P » Expands access to healthcare, education & knowledge.

* Enables breakthroughs in medicine & disease prediction.

a
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¢ Improves disaster management & weather forecasting.

| « Supports inclusive and equitable development.

KEY CONCERNS

» Risk of job loss, stress & rise of ‘useless’ class.
¢ Threat to human dignity, emotions & self-worth.
« Data privacy, misinformation & electoral manipulation.

J

* Autonomous weapons, phishing, surveillance & censorship.

* Need for ethical guardrails and global regulation.

VALUES AT STAKE &

* Who are we in an era of machine intelligence?
» Efficiency vs. emotions, intuition & human dignity.

» Importance of ‘hidden realm of the mind’ -
source of emotions, inspiration & desires.

* Humanist approach rooted in values & belonging.

MORAL COMPASS

» Al needs moral vision to align tech progress
with a virtuous & happy society.

» Terry Eagleton: Inflated self-belief can lead
to disastrous consequences.

» Ortega y Gasset: We don't know what to create;
world risks drifting without moral direction.

%»\ DIGITAL SOVEREIGNTY &

« Control over data linked to national security
a & strategic autonomy.

* Need global regulatory regime respecting
sovereignty with effective enforcement.

« Digital sovereignty essential for nation-states.

® . ) HUMAN-CENTRIC Al GOVERNANCE \
..’ « Human dignity at the centre of Al development.

« Ethical Al ensures equity, justice & inclusion.
» Leaders must opt for ‘humanist centric’ approach.
¢ Goal: Trustworthy Al ecosystem for humanity’s good.

FINAL TAKEAWAY

* Alis a tool; humanity is the purpose.
e Preserve human spirit, values & moral limitations.

* Responsible governance today ensures a better,
fairer and more humane future.

W Al Revolution, Human Dignity, Ethical Guardrails,
Data Privacy, Digital Sovereignty, Global Regulation,

Humanist Approach, Moral Compass, Trustworthy Al
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NBA RELEASES SOP FOR
IDENTIFICATION OF
THREATENED SPECIES

¢ Uniform scientific methodology
for States/UTs.

e Supports State Red Lists and
conservation planning.

¢ Ensures legal protection for
threatened species.

¢ Strengthens implementation of
Biological Diversity Act, 2002.

¢ Helps India meet global
biodiversity commitments.

¢ Promotes evidence-based

decision making.
Value Addition Keywords
* NBA: Statutory body Biodiversity « SOP
er?ym'c;tl)oz Red List = Conservation
. HQ: o CBD + Kunming-Montreal
NCORD VISION DOCUMENT
* Vision for comprehensive
drug control strategy.
¢ Focus on demand reduction,
supply reduction and

NCORD

rehabilitation.

VISION
2026-2029

¢ Technology-driven
enforcement.

¢ Strengthens multi-agency
coordination.

¢ Capacity building and
international cooperation.

REHABILITATION
Value Addition Keywords
¢ NCORD: Narco-Coordination Drug Control « NDPS Act
Centre

Coordination * Rehabilitation

¢ Works under MHA Enforcement « Technology

7 RASHTRIYA GRAMIN VIKAS
SAMMELAN & SARAS AAJEEVIKA

¢ First-ever Rashtriya Gramin
Vikas Sammelan.

¢ Focus on women-led rural
enterprises and SHGs.

¢ Promotes livelihoods and
rural entrepreneuship.

¢ Strengthens rural economy
and local governance.

¢ Linked with DAY-NRLM
and SARAS Aajeevika.

* Encourages inclusive and
sustainable rural growth.

Value Addition

¢ SARAS Aajeevika: Market
linkage support for SHGs

¢ Boosts rural livelihoods

Keywords

Rural Development
Women SHGs « Livelihoods
DAY-NRLM + Inclusion

PIB Today

JAN VISHWAS ACT REFORMS
IN HEALTH SECTOR

Decriminalisation of minor
offences under Drugs,
Cosmetics & Food Safety laws.
Focus on compliance over
punishment.

Improves Ease of Doing
Business.

Reduces litigation and
enhances trust-based

governance.
¢ Speeds up regulatory
approvals. EASE OF DOING
¢ Encourages responsible 'l BUSINESS
business behaviour.
Value Addition Keywords
* Jan Vishwas (Amendment Decriminalisation
of Provisions) Act, 2023 Compliance
* Objective: Minimum Ease of Doing Business
Government, Maximum Regulatory Reform

Value Addition

Governance

Al, NUCLEAR, SPACE & QUANTUM
TECHNOLOGIES

Four frontier technologies (- N\
for India’s future growth. 2 ?

Drive innovation, productivity s
and global competitiveness.

() GREEN UREA ROADMAP

* Produced using green

* Low carbon emission
* Reduces dependence on
¢ Supports farmers and

* Aligns with Net Zero

Support strategic autonomy Al

Linked with IndiaAl Mission

and National Quantum Mission.

economic transformation.

Strengthen India’s position \_ SEaee Y,

and national security.
Enable high-value jobs and %
in global tech ecosystem.

Keywords
Deep Tech will shape
India’s economy in

21st century

Critical for Viksit Bharat

Frontier Tech * Innovation
Strategic Autonomy
IndiaAl + Quantum Mission

PIB BACKGROUNDER:
ASPIRE SCHEME

Full Form: A Scheme for
Promotion of Innovation,
Rural Industries and
Entrepreneurship.
Promotes rural startups
and innovation.

Supports Livelihood
Business Incubators (LBls).
Supports Technology
Business Incubators (TBIs).

%'
e

ks

ENTREPRENEURSHIP
Strengthens rural enterprises
and livelihoods.
Value Addition Keywords

NBAissued SOPfor g Jan Vishwas Actreforms il
threatened species 'II rationalise minor offences o
identification. smmmm.  in health sector. :

* Strengthens India’s green

¢ MSMEs contribute ~30% of
¢ Around 45% of total

¢ Over 20 crore employment
¢ Backbone of manufacturing
¢ Central to inclusive

¢ Driving innovation,

26t June 2026

FSSAI LICENSING &
REGISTRATION REFORMS

» Simplified licensing and
registration process.

* Greater digitalisation
and transparency.

* Reduced compliance
burden on businesses.

« Faster approvals and
service delivery.

» Strengthens food safety
and public health.

» Supports Ease of Doing
Business.

Value Addition
* FSSAI established under
Food Safety and
Standards Act, 2006
¢ Regulator for food safety
in India

Keywords

FSSAI + Licensing

Food Safety + Compliance
Digital Governance

hydrogen and renewable
electricity.

fertiliser.

natural gas.
sustainable agriculture.
and climate goals.

energy ecosystem.

Value Addition

i § Keywords
* Linked to National G d
Green Hydrogen Mission reen Hiycrogen
« Supports energy security Sustainable Fertilisers "
and climate goals Net Zero « Energy Transition
PIB BACKGROUNDER:
THE MSME STORY

India’s GDP.

exports.

(approx.).

and services.

and sustainable growth.

competitiveness and
self-reliance.

Value Addition

e MSMEs = Micro, Small
& Medium Enterprises

¢ Key to Viksit Bharat

Keywords

MSME +« GDP +« Exports
Employment + Innovation
Self-Reliance

. :ﬂvp!e:nen;eagée ASPIRE * Incubators
g Rural Startup * Innovation
¢ Strengthens rural 2 C
entrepreneurship Livelihoods + MSME
OTHER IMPORTANT ONE-LINERS
FSSAl licensing NCORD unveils Vision Al, Nuclear, Space 9
reforms simplify Document (2026-29) & Quantum techs )’
compliance. : for drug control. are future priorities.

| .1, ASPIRE promotes

: ‘s & entrepreneurship.

4 . ; a MSMEs drive GDP,
inclusive growth.
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188 DEAD, 1,500 INJURED IN VENEZUELA EARTHQUAKES CARIBBEAN SEA

¢ Two strong earthquakes of magnitude 7.2 & 7.5 hit off Venezuela's coast. D> g ‘ .

¢ Epicentre near Moron (La Guaira); tremors felt in Colombia & Brazil. iy ‘,,"' ._:" ) ' Moron-— 1. 3 States close ranks on Tungabhadra basin.

¢ Massive damage; airport shut; international aid & relief from many nations. ) \‘:’I. V VENEZUELA ‘)‘«; < 2. J&K's popular Gulmarg cable car reopens after
¢ India, U.S., UN, EU, China, Brazil offer support; logistics a challenge. " R o A month-long shutdown.

¢ Strongest in 126 years; disaster mgt. & global cooperation critical. ~ COLOMBIA |

3. Mahesh Dixit, IPS officer of 1993 batch, named
new IB chief.

e VILLAGE YOUTH TRACK DOWN WILDLIFE WONDERS IN SATARA

¢ Youth in drought-prone Satara use camera traps & GIS mapping. 4. NCERT introduces 1975 Emergency in Class 9 text.

¢ Recorded 250+ species incl. rare & endangered ones.
e Community-led conservation via ‘People’'s Biodiversity Register'. 5. More drugs to get QR codes amid fight against
e Boosts eco-tourism, stewardship & local livelihoods. fake products.
¢ Model for citizen science & biodiversity monitoring. 6. A tribute to R.D. Burman: the pluralist who

, redefined film music.

€ NETRA, INDIA'S AIRBORNE SURVEILLANCE PLATFORM, GETS FINAL NOD R e e e S

e NETRA: Indigenous AEW&C system by DRDO & CABS. cloud infrastructure.
¢ Built on Embraer ERJ-145I with active phased array radar.
¢ Enhances |AF's situational awareness & network-centric ops. 8. MSMEs must lead India’s innovation push to
¢ Force multiplier in modern warfare; boosts self-reliance. achieve Viksit Bharat goal.

Received Final Operational Clearance.

9. U.S. prices for new drugs fell in 2025 as less costly
gene therapies launched.

0 AS HOME CARE NEEDS RISE, INSURANCE GAPS WIDEN

¢ India’s ageing population to reach high levels by 2050.

¢ Rising demand for home care; limited insurance coverage.
High out-of-pocket expenses for elderly care.

Need for long-term care insurance & standardised frameworks.
Policy gap in geriatric care, trained workforce & regulation.

AGEING INDIA 10. Iran warns against Hormuz Strait crossings
NEEDS HOME CARE without authorisation.

\ J

& FINANCIAL
SECURITY PRELIMS FACTS (12)

1. Venezuela lies in the Caribbean Sea.

9 KEEPING HUMANITY AT THE CENTRE OF THE Al REVOLUTION ETHICS

¢ Al must be ethical, inclusive, transparent & accountable.
Risks: bias, privacy invasion, job displacement, misuse.
e Need human-centric Al governance & global cooperation. INCLUSION = | HUMANITY ~ ACCOUNTABILITY
India can lead with responsible innovation & ethical frameworks.
Technology must augment human capabilities, not replace values.

Moron is in La Guaira State, Venezuela.

BRICS was founded in 2009; HQ: Shanghai, China.

New Development Bank (NDB) is the BRICS bank.

NETRA is AEW&C (Airborne Early Warning & Control).

TRANSPARENCY .-
CABS (Centre for Airborne Systems) is in Bengaluru.

() NDIA'S SHIPBUILDING AMBITIONS CAN SET SAIL WITH KOREA Satara foils 1aiha Daccan Plassau Maharadiira.
* Korea's expertise can boost India's shipbuilding & maritime sector.
¢ Cooperation in technology transfer, joint ventures & skill dev.
Supports Maritime Amrit Kaal Vision 2047 & Atmanirbbar Bharat.
Strengthens blue economy, defence & export potential.

Synergy in green shipping, digital shipyards & innovation.

WHO reports ~1.4 billion people will be 60+ by 2030.

© ® N O v A w N

PCPNDT Act enacted in 1994; amended in 2003.

10. Korea—India CEPA came into force in 2010.

0 SHOULD INDIAN SEAFARERS STOP SERVING ON SANCTIONED SHIPS? 1. IMO regulates global shipping & maritime safety.

¢ Issue of Indian seafarers on ships under international sanctions.
Legal, ethical & security risks; penalties & reputational loss.

Need clarity in law, global coordination & support for seafarers.
Impacts maritime trade, insurance & global operations.

Balancing livelihood protection with national & global compliance.

0 REVISITING INDIA'S ULTRASOUND LAWS

e PCPNDT Act to prevent sex-selective abortions.

* Violations persist due to weak enforcement & loopholes.

* Need tech-enabled monitoring, awareness & stricter penalties.
* Balancing diagnostic use & prevention of misuse.

¢ Protecting girl child & ensuring gender equality.

| 0 TECHNOLOGY HAS BRIDGED THE GAP BETWEEN TEAMS

« Digital tools enable collaboration across geographies.
Remote work, cloud platforms & Al enhance productivity.
Improves communication, transparency & efficiency.
Challenges: digital divide, cyber security, work-life balance.
Key for governance, business & inclusive development.

12. Strait of Hormuz connects Persian Gulf & Gulf of Oman.
Y J

VOCABULARY (7)

1. Bureaucracy — Hieenal
2. Economic Diplomacy — anfefas ge-ifa

3. Diaspora — WarHl 9Hg™

4. Resilience — oY=, GAZeT &Hal
5. Multilateralism — dgu&E@e

6. Equity — =arq@radr, Iudl

7. Sovereignty — JAWYT




