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| GREEN HYDROGEN
CERTIFICATION PORTAL

* MNRE launches Green Hydrogen
Certification Portal.

» Ensures transparency & standardisation
in green hydrogen production.

» Verifies that hydrogen is produced
using renewable energy.

* Supports market creation & export
credibility.

* Key initiative under National Green
Hydrogen Mission.

l Renewable Energy — Electrolysis = Green Hydrogen —» Certification |

- Global Market Access

A
W,

GREEN
HYDROGEN

DIGILOCKER EXPANSION &

« Family IDs of Rajasthan, Maharashtra,
Madhya Pradesh & Uttar Pradesh

integrated with DigiLocker.
7~
» Citizens get instant digital access 0
to authentic documents. N

¢ Enhances ease of living and
reduces paperwork.

« Strengthens digital governance
and service delivery.

» Boosts trust in Digital Public
Infrastructure (DPI).

4 DIGITAL PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE

DigiLocker

Aadhaar + UPI + DigiLocker = Digital Governance (DP!)

7 DESERTIFICATION & DROUGHT -
WORLD DAY TO COMBAT

* India observes World Day to Combat
Desertification and Drought.

* Land degradation and drought threaten
food, water and livelihoods.

* Major causes: deforestation, unsustainable
agriculture, soil degradation, climate change. _

* India is signatory to UNCCD.
¢ Linked to SDG 15 - Life on Land.

Restore Land = Conserve Soil = Water Security — Resilient Future

Yoga Sangam ; Bharat Innovates
@ ) Portal ~@ - 2026
Over 1.7 lakh 11 Strengthening India~
organisers registered & Europe deep-tech
@ for International and startup
Day of Yoga 2026 partnerships.
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SMART WAREHOUSING SYSTEM
FOR FOODGRAIN STORAGE

* Ministry of Consumer Affairs
launches Smart Warehousing
System.

SMART WAREHOUSE

* Enables real-time stock monitoring
and scientific storage.

* Reduces post-harvest losses
and leakages.

* Improves food security management 75 == 1
and supply chain efficiency. i

* Strengthens transparency and
accountability in food storage.

Procurement —> Storage —» Monitoring —> Distribution
- Food Security

NATIONAL STATISTICAL
COMMISSION (NSC)

* Government appoints Chairperson
and Members of NSC.

« Established in 2005 to strengthen
statistical governance.

» Ensures credibility, quality and
independence of official statistics.

» Guides National Statistical System
and standard setting.

* Key surveys: PLFS, ASUSE, CES,
Census, etc.

NATIONAL STATISTICAL
COMMISSION

Reliable Data — Evidence-Based Policy — Good Governance

IIIDEM @ 15 YEARS - STRENGTHENING

ELECTORAL DEMOCRACY

* International Institute for Democracy
and Election Management (IIIDEM)

| 17t JUNE 2026

INDIA-FINLAND
DEFENCE COOPERATION

¢ India and Finland agree to deepen
defence cooperation.

* Areas: defence manufacturing,
R&D, capability development
and technology.

¢ Strengthens strategic partnership
with Nordic country.

¢ Supports Atmanirbhar Bharat
and technology transfer.

* Enhances security and stability
in the Indo-Pacific and Arctic.

MEooperationr = Technology = Capability = Securityr ‘
— Stronger Partnership

PM VIKSIT BHARAT
ROZGAR YOJANA

* Government disburses incentives
worth around ¥2,400 crore.

* Aims to boost employment
generation and formal jobs.

» Supports youth, first-time
employees and employers.

* Encourages formalisation,
skill development and inclusion.

» Strengthens economy through
jobs and higher productivity.

Skills = Jobs = Income = Demand = Economic Growth

NASHA MUKT BHARAT
SAPTAH 2026

+ Dedicated dashboard launched for
Nasha Mukt Bharat Saptah 2026

celebrates 15 years. (17-26 June). .
« Institution of the Election P l I l l \ ¢ Aims to build a drug-free

Commission of India. " \’ and healthy society.
* Provides training, research and \s I I I D E M N * Focus on awareness, counselling,

capacity building. \s £ Y rehabilitation and community action.
* Promotes best practices in V 15 Y'E ARS Q\tl « Encourages youth participation

election management globally.

» Supports free, fair, inclusive
and transparent elections.

\/
\L\» OF EXCELLENCE (1

ECI = IIDEM - Training = Capacity — Stronger Democracy

OTHER IMPORTANT ONE-LINERS

National Sports PM Viksit Bharde
Governance Reforms Rozgar Yojana
Search-cum-selection /\ Incentives of around
committee constituted ? / ¥2,400 crore to be
under National Sports - disbursed for
Governance framework. employment support.

and collective responsibility.
« Step towards a safe, inclusive
and productive India.

LiLdl

Awareness = Counselling — Rehabilitation — Community Action

Atomic Energy - Coal Gasification @ G7 Outreach
3 Roadshow Meetings
Tarapur Atomic
Power Station Third roadshow on PM held bilateral
\‘ ‘b' surface coal/ignite meetings on sidelines
continues the legacy gasification projects of G7 Summit in
of world’s oldest in Mumbai. Germany.

operating reactors.
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m The speed of a train T is 100 km per hour
and the speed of a person P is 4 km per

hour. T crosses P in 15 seconds, if P
travels along the direction of motion of
T. If P travels along the opposite
direction of T, then in how much time
does T cross P, in seconds, approximately?

(@) 13.51 (b) 13.65 (c) 13.85 (d) 14.05

SOLUTION

Step 1: When P travels in the same direction of T

Relative speed = 100 - 4 = 96 km/h

Convert to m/s = 96 x % = 26.67 m/s

Let length of train = L metres

Time taken = 15 seconds

So, L = 26.67 x 15 = 400 metres

Step 2: When P travels in the opposite direction

Relative speed = 100 + 4 = 104 km/h

Convert to m/s = 104 x 1% = 28.89 m/s

Length
Relative speed

400
28.89

Time taken

= 13.85 seconds (approx.)

AT Today | 17th June 2026
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m If 10™ x 1000 x n = 7525 X 2532 X 3275’
where n is not divisible by 10, then the

value of mis

(@ 101  (b) 111  (c) 121  (d) 131

ANSWER: (c) 13.85

. 2

SOLUTION

Step 1: Prime factorization of RHS

75 =3%5 = 752 =@x5)° =32x5"
IB = 52 - 2532 = (52)32 - 564

32 = 25 = 3275 - (25)75 - 2375

So, RHS = 3% x 530 x 5% x 2°7

Step 2: Extract powers of 10

Since 10 = 2 x 5
Power of 10 that can be formed = min (375, 114) = 114

So, RHS = 10114 x 2261 x 325

Step 3: Compare with LHS

LHS = 10™ x 1000 x n = 10™ x 103 x n

= 10M*+3 x p

Since n is not divisible by 10,

all powers of 10 must be in 10™*3,
Therefore, m+ 3 = 114 > m = 111

ANSWER: (b) 111

N J
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= Mahabodhi Temple, Bodh Gaya

Capital

Formation

\i.

[7] Area

Q Districts

AR  Population (2011) :
m Density

[Z0] Literacy Rate

: Patna

: 15 Nov 2000
Official Languages : Hindi, Urdu
: 94,163 sq. km
: 38

10.40 Crore

: 1,102 /sq. km
: 61.8%

Ancient Kingdoms
Capital of Magadha
Mauryan Empire

Ashoka the Great

Golden Age
Birthplace of Jainism

=34 g ) S o o=

Ancient Universities

HISTORY & LEGACY

Enlightenment of Buddha :

Pradesh

: Magadha, Vajji, Anga
: Pataliputra

: Founded by
Chandragupta Maurya

: From Pataliputra

:  Gupta Empire

:  Mahavira (Vaishali)
Bodh Gaya

: Nalanda, Vikramshila

.. Mahabodhi Temple
(Bodh Gaya)

':l 4 ;
'
~
|
ELE

-Vaishali ‘

NEPAL

Jharkhand

TOP ATTRACTIONS \

Mahavihara

West
Bengal

=

P N T
N \"\L\ . \’ AN

Rajgir Hills

Pain; Sah—i_l;

(Gurudwara)

Major Crops

Pulses, Sugarcane,
Jute, Oilseeds,
Tobacco

07
W4  Makhana, Litchi

(Shahi Litchi)

Rice, Wheat, Maize,

Special Products

Did You Know?

Bihar is the largest

producer of Makhana

L in India.

Folk Dances
* Bidesia
¢ Jat-Jatin
¢ Domkach

Art & Craft

Mahabodhi Temple
\Complox. Bodh Gaya

UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE SITES
_——

’ e -.l ~. , LT EN =
e B s o
A

CULTURE & FESTIV

Major Festivals
¢ Chhath Puja

* Sonepur Fair

Sama-Chakeva

Dr. Rajendra Prasad
First President of India

Babu Veer Kunwar Singh
Freedom Fighter

Gautam Buddha
Spiritual Teg_cher )

* Madhubani Painting _" \ 5? - ¢ Jivitputrika
* Sikki Gras? C'raft IEAST] ,/ : o HoE
* Bhagalpuri Silk A QP IO~ O P eI d
Chhath Puja is a unique festival of faith and gratitude to the Sun God. sl
\

& Srijan India One 2 |

States of India

—

State Animal : Gaur

State Bird : House Sparrow
State Tree : Peepal

State Flower : Marigold

Major Rivers  : Ganga, Kosi, Gandak,
Bagmati, Son, Punpun

Famous for : Makhana, Litchi,
Madhubani Painting

Nick Name : Land of Enlightenment

Major Sectors

o

Education, Tourism,

Textiles, Food Processing

Key Strengths

&

Young Workforce,
Cultural & Historical
Heritage

@ Emerging Areas

Renewable Energy,
IT & Startups, Skill
Development

o

ECONOMY AT A GLANCE N

Agriculture, Services,

Rich Agriculture Base,

Valmiki Tiger Reserve

ENVIRONMENT & BIODIVERSITY D

(Only Tiger Reserve of Bihar)
Vikramshila Gangetic

Dolphin Sanctuary

V2
%
'g Kanwar Lake
#

(Ramsar Site)
Important Species

Gaur, Gangetic Dolphin,

Leopard, Wild Boar,
Migratory Birds

BIHAR KEY FACTS (QUICK REVISION) g

@) Capital - Patna
@ Formation = 15 Nov 2000
@ Ancient Capital - Pataliputra

@ State Animal - Gaur
@ State Bird - House Sparrow
@ Major River - Ganga

@ Buddha Enlightenment - BodhGaya (@ Flood River — Kosi

@ Jainism - Mahavira (Vaishali

@ Ancient University - Nalanda

) @ State Festival = Chhath Puja
@ Famous Product — Makhana
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Social media and encrypting messaging services pose a serious security challenge. What measures
have been adopted at various levels to address the security implications of social media?
Also suggest any other remedies to address the problem.

1. INTRODUCTION

Social media and encrypted platforms have revolutionised
communication but also facilitated misinformation, cybercrime,
terrorism, radicalisation and threats to national security.

5. PLATFORM-LEVEL MEASURES

0 1. CONTENT MODERATION
@ 2. FACT-CHECKING

e Removal of harmful content
¢ Community guidelines

e Third-party verification

2. SECURITY CHALLENGES

¢ Fake news detection

Secure data governance

1. MISINFORMATION 2. TERRORISM & - | [ T
@ & FAKE NEWS Q RADICALISATION @ 3. USER SAFETY ’ Aczount 3eri e
® R}‘T‘W"s triggering * Recruitment and \ /
g propaganda 6. ADDITIONAL REMEDIES
* Deepfakes and o Extremist
manipulated content networking l!!J 1. DIGITAL LITERACY ¢ Fact-checking awareness
¢ Media literacy campaigns
3. CYBERCRIME ¥l M . . Deepfake—de;ction i
o PhlShlng scams LHREATS h @ 2. AI-BASED SOLUTIONS ¢ Automated misinformation ‘
¢ Financial fraud T aheec : > tracking
s e Communal tensions = B ‘
Sk * Election interference 3. STRONG DATA PROTECTION | ° Frivacy safeguards |
- A/ o

3. IMPACT FLOW CHART

¢ Accountability of social

4. ALGORITHM TRANSPARENCY

Social Media ] media platforms
’ S — — —_—e — — S— —
| Misinformation + Radicalisation ] S * Cyber forensics training
s “‘;,( 5. CAPACITY BUILDING o Bolice 8l Intellioencs
! Cybercrime + Hate Speech ] ! | modernisation J
$ s
[ Public Order & Security Threats ) 7. EXAMPLES WAYFORWAR FLOW HART
I E S e— ( ) L Regulation J
[ Need for Multi-Level Response ] INDIA +
> g e 14C E Technology j
+
4. GOVERNMENT MEASURES . ﬁ.E:Tl-In i ( Digialiliteracy |
1. LEGAL MEASURES | * T Rules 2021 W S tirit g ) * -
e Digital Media Ethics Code 3 % [ Platform Accountability J
GLOBAL O + :
2. INSTITUTIONAL o) CERIE - : [ International Cooperation
MEASURES ¢ 14C (Indian Cyber Crime » EU Digital Services Act 3
A 7 ol Coordination Centre) e Christchurch Call against o
3. TECHNICAL e Cyber monitoring systems online extremism Safe & Secure Digital Ecosystem

MEASURES

Digital forensic capabilities

4. INTERNATIONAL
COOPERATION

&

—

Interpol cooperation

Cross-border cyber
investigations

\

\ -, \

9. CONCLUSION

India must balance national security, privacy and freedom of expression
through responsible regulation, technological innovation and informed
digital citizenship.

L

e

" 10. VALUE ADDITION )
| KEYWORDS Deepfake | Misinformation | Digital Literacy | Cyber Security GS LINK GS-3: Cyber Security, Internal Security, |
L Platform Accountability | 14C | CERT-In | Online Radicalisation Emerging Technologies |
NS J o




Know your English

“A rendezvous is probably a place 1. RENDEZVOUS - VOCABULARY

»
where you meet someone secretly. ®@® Meaning Examples

“Excellent. When you have a rendezvous with “‘ . A pre-arranged meeting « Ramesh had a rendezvous
someone, you decide where you are going to between people. with Sujatha at 4 p.m.

meet the person and when.”

« The gym is a rendezvous

- for health nuts.
“When you have a rendezvous with someone, e 3
» Ministens had an early

you decide where you are going to meet :
the person and when.” 7 7 > ~ morning rendezvous.
In other words, the meeting is prearranged. Synonyms: Meeting, Appointment, Gathering, Conclave, Summit

.

A popular meeting place.

-

“If you bump into someone accidentally,
you cannot call it a rendezvous.”

“Yes. If you bump into someone accidentally, = Planned Meeting Decide time and place in advance.
you cannot call it a rendezvous.”

2. RENDEZVOUS - KEY POINTS

3 Can be Formal i |, professional
“The word is also used to mean Usefj kot e Y etk
1 : Iacen or Informal or diplomatic contexts.
a popular meeting place.
“For example, the gym is a rendezvous for Also Means Gym, clubs, universities,
health nuts.” Popular Meeting Place parliaments, forums.

“I don’t believe everything I read.”
But many people believe in everything they read.

If accidental, it is not

Not a Chance Meeting
a rendezvous.

7~
e

“Many people believe in everything they read. 3. BELIEVE vs BELIEVE IN
‘ o 839 9
INGRbelivertel PNy BELIEVE BELIEVE IN

Really? What’s the difference between ‘believe

and ‘believe in?” To accept something as true. To have faith in, support

. - . 2 or trust something.
“When you ‘believe in’ something, you take it Examples: . I ¢

: E xamples:
for granted that it really exists.” * | believe everything he said. e

. : « | believe in democracy.
For example, many people believe in ghosts. « Many people believe B il e
. = - * | believe in constitutional values.

“ s -

I don’t believe in angels. Can I say that ake news. « 1 don’t believe in superstition.
“That’s right. But that’s not the only meaning of . J
‘believe in’.” 4. IMPORTANT GRAMMAR RULE

“...when you believe something, you accept X | believe democracy. v" | believe in democracy.
everything tl;lat SOMEONE Says as being true X | believe angels. v/ | believe in angels.

or real. That’s one of the meanings. For % [Bslisvas : | % i J

example, like an idiot I believed everything \ il | ol 3
he said.” 6. VOCABULARY BOOSTER 7. KEY TAKEAWAY

Good grief! Look at the time. I have a » Context - surrounding circumstances v" Rendezvous = Pre-arranged meeting
rendezvous with Sachi at 4:00 p.m. Do you * Prearranged - planned in advance or popular meeting place.
think I'll make it.” » Accept - to agree or regard as true v’ Believe = accept as true.

“I believe you will.” * Trust - confidence in someone/something v/ Believe in = have faith in, support
» Democracy - government by the people or trust.
* Integrity — moral uprightness v’ Correct usage improves clarity in
» Accountability - responsibility for actions Essays, Ethics and Interview.




he world is holding its breath
with respect to the June 14
adoption of a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU)
between Iran and the United States for a
cessation of hostilities and a 60-day
period of negotiation to iron out their
thorny differences. The scepticism
stems from at least two scores of
premature claims by U.S. President
- Donald Trump. Moreover, this is only
the beginning of a meandering journey
pebbled with numerous obstacles.
- Vicious bloodletting in two wars during
the past year has exacerbated
instinctual mutual distrust. Hence, even
this vaguely worded framework is no
mean feat.

Can the world now hope for a
durable resolution to this multifaceted
crisis, or does the MoU merely kick the
can down the road? Some contextual
developments create a space for
cautious optimism. The respective
announcements by both Tehran and
Washington are factual and measured,
eschewing trenchant triumphalism and
demonstration. They have emphasised
the complexity of negotiations; both
realise that their asymmetric wars were
militarily unwinnable, and a sustainable
solution would require political
negotiations with the recalcitrant
enemy. The twin Hormuz blockades
morphed into economic attrition, and
Iran’s threat of expanding the next war
beyond the region, with the Houthis
choking the Bab el-Mandeb strait again,
was foreboding. Both sides were also
facing growing domestic discontent,
with their respective erratic conduct
alienating supporters and neighbours.
In front of the international community,
both nations have lost their moral high
ground, each appearing as irresponsible
and vindictive.

A long road

The scope and complexity of the
current issues are daunting. These
include the question of U.S. sanctions,
a release of over $100 billion of frozen
Iranian assets, regional issues such as
the crisis in Lebanon and the problem
of U.S. military bases, and the demand
for reparations. However, Iran's nuclear
enrichment and its assertion of
sovereignty over the Strait of Hormuz
are deal breakers. Since President

)
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Mahesh Sachdev

A former Indian
Ambassador with an
interest in West Asia
and oil matters

Irrespective of
largely
unaltered
borders and an
endgame that
has barely
commenced, the
past three years
of hostilities
have triggered
seismic
geopolitical
changes in West
Asia and beyond

in 2018, he now insists on a “better”
deal, requiring Iran to export enriched
uranium. However, Iranian hardliners
are steadfastly opposed to this diktat.
Moreover, Iran's closure of the Hormuz
chokepoint has caused the “biggest
energy disruption in human history”,
creating havoc for the global economy.
A resolution of these two contentious
issues would require protracted

- negotiations and creativity, allowing
both sides to claim victories. A $300
billion fund to reconstruct Iran with U.S.
companies, a typically bizarre

| Trumpian transactional diplomacy, is
also reportedly on the table. Here, one
must also mention the various other
influences in the negotiation chamber -
Israel and the states of the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) significantly
influence the thinking at the White
House, while China and Russia each

- have an inside track in Tehran. Pakistan,

' the official mediator, also has its own
multiple axes to grind.

Discernible undercurrents

Irrespective of largely unaltered borders
and an endgame that has barely

. commenced, the past three years of
hostilities have triggered seismic

| geopolitical changes in West Asia and

. beyond, irretrievably unhinging its

. longstanding strategic paradigms. While
the situation is still evolving, some basic
medium-to-long-term undercurrents are

' discernible.

wB% By _"4\'.

First, the two Iran wars have
dramatically overturned numerous
basic global assumptions. It has shown
the limits of American hyperpower with
its penchant for military solutions,
high-tech battlefield dominance, air
superiority doctrine, social
media-provoked mass uprising etc. Iran
was able to counter this with incipient
strategies; careful planning for
asymmetric warfare; smart and
cost-effective tactics; a resilient and
coherent command structure;
leveraging of geostrategic assets;
resolute supply chains and defence
production among others. American
MAGA (Make America Great Again)
hotheads and Chinese wolf-warriors
may need to pull in their claws,
hopefully, making the world a safer
place.

Moreover, the failure of ad-hoc
coercive diplomacy may bring back
multilateralism. Nations are now going
to fret more about choke points,
preventive diplomacy, robust supply
lines, and adequate strategic reserves
for essential inputs. Physical security
and the succession of command of the
political leadership would be prioritised
and ruggedised.

Second, the hobbled return to
regional peace may be catastrophic for
global hydrocarbon supplies as
depleting strategic reserves compete
with demand destruction. In the
long-term, high prices and volatility

Debris and destruction: People and rescue forces search through the rubble
following a strike on a site in Tehran. REUTERS

would destroy demand and hasten us
towards the ‘peak oil’ scenario (a
hypothetical point where global crude
oil demand reaches its maximum rate
and begins to decline). The disruptions
have underscored the indispensability
of higher strategic oil reserves and clean
energy.

Third, there are two regional shifts
which are currently underway. While
U.S.-Israel relations remain strategic,
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu's mesmerisation of Mr.
Trump has waned. The GCC states were
traumatised by the U.S.-Israel coalition’s
“wars of choice". Apart from the
collateral damage from Iranian attacks
on their vital infrastructure, their
exports via Hormuz also suffered. To
add insult to injury, Washington neither
consulted the GCC nor adequately
protected them from Iranian retaliation.
Moreover, the Pentagon’s
failure to anticipate the

Iranian regime’s staying ’

power, Hormuz closure, or a

plausible exit strategy has U ST"IIFE!AN
s doutts bt ver - [NGIIH )
planning. This unsavoury

experience has seriously

undermined America’s

credibility as a security provider for the
GCC. They are likely to reassess their
geostrategic alignments as they contend
with a weakened but defiant Iran. Their
sub-optimal past experiences with
external defence tie-ups may leave them
with a Hobson's choice to shore up their
defences, either individually or
collectively.

A more defiant Iran

Fourth, while the Iranian state has
defied existential threats, it has now
convulsed and radicalised. Regionally
friendless, the theocratic regime is in
suspended apprehension amidst
escalating foreign pressure and a
brewing domestic blowback. Left to
themselves, the Iranian leadership
would insist on a strategic deterrence
based on both nuclear latency and
proxy warfare, not just deterrence. But
they also realise that this maximalism
may scupper the forthcoming
negotiations.
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Context: MoU between
U.S. and Iran on June 14
for ceasefire and 60-day
negotiations.

Core Issues: Iranian
nuclear enrichment,
Strait of Hormuz
sovereignty.

Positive Signs:
Measured tone,
recognition of
negotiation complexity,
military stalemate.

Key Risks: U.S.
sanctions, regional
conflicts, domestic
pressures.

Key Takeaway:
Negotiation success
depends on creativity,
mutual security
assurances and
regional cooperation.

~

VALUE ADDITION

GS Paper 2 - IR:

West Asia stability
affects global energy
security and India’s
strategic interests.

GS Paper 3 - |E:
Hormuz disruption
impacts oil prices,
supply chains

and inflation.

GS Paper 3 - Security:
Asymmetric warfare
and new deterrence
paradigms challenge
traditional doctrines.

Essay Angle: Role of
dialogue and multi-
lateralism in resolving
complex conflicts.

Interview Angle:
India’s neutral
approach and
energy diplomacy
in West Asia.




What does Tenth Schedule
provide on party mergers?

Why has the misuse of the merger provision increased after the deletion of paragraph 3?

LETTER AND SPIRIT

Rangarajan R.

The story so far:
s many as 20 rebel Trinamool
Congress MPs met the Lok
Sabha Speaker and announced
their decision to merge with
Nationalist Congress Party of India (NCP).
This has raised issues about the
interpretation of Tenth Schedule with

respect to merger of political parties.

What is the origin of Tenth Schedule?
The defections of legislators during 1900s
and 70s from their parent parties created
political instability in many States
bringing ‘down elected governments. This
promptent to 52nd constitutional
amendment

anti-defection law through the Tenth
Schedule in 1985. This Schedule provides

that a member of a House of Parliament
or State- legislature who voluntarily gives
up the membership of their ‘political
party’ or votes against the instructions of
their party in a House are liable for
‘political party” is the election organisation
of a party, while the ‘legislature party' is
all the members of a political party in a
House of Parliament or State legislature.

The Tenth Schedule originally had two
exemptions that would not render the
members liable for disqualification viz.,
one-third of members of the ‘legislature
party’ splitting to form a separate group
(paragraph 3), or a merger of their
‘political party” with another party that is
approved by two-thirds of the members of
its ‘legislature party’ (paragraph 4).
However, considering the need to
paragraph 3 was omitted in 2003.

With the deletion of paragraph 3, there
have been instances of two-third

members of a legislature party
‘practically’ defecting and claiming to be
the original political party in order @e»
escape disqualification. This happened in
the case of Shiv Sena and Nationalist
Congress Party in June 2022 and July 2023,
respectively.

There have also been instances where
more than two-third members of a
‘legislature party” in a house have merged
themselves with another political party to
escape disqualification. This happened in
September 2019 in Rajasthan when all 6
Hanuman Samajwadi Party MLAs merged
themselves with the Congress and in
September 2022 (in Guj.) when 8 out of
the 11 Congress MLAs merged themselves
with the BJP. The Bombay High Court
upheld the merger of Goa's Congress
legislature party with the BJP, though an
appeal is pending in the apex court. A
similar move occurred in April 2024 when
7 of 10 AAP Rajya Sabha MPs merged with
the BJP.

P

9

self-claimed mergers.

» Tenth Schedule (1985) was introduced by the 52nd Constitutional Amendment
to curb defection and political instability.

» Disqualification applies when a member voluntarily gives up party membership
or votes against party whip.
* Two exemptions existed: (i) One-third split (para 3) (ii) Merger approved by
two-thirds of the legislature party (para 4).
» Paragraph 3 (one-third split) was deleted in 2003 to strengthen the anti-defection law.

* Misuse after deletion: Large-scale mergers (more than two-thirds) are being
done to avoid disqualification.

* Recent examples: Shiv Sena (2022), NCP (2023), Rajasthan (2019), Gujarat
(2022), AAP Rajya Sabha MPs (2024).

» Only a merger approved by two-thirds of the legislature party is valid, not

» Disqualification is decided by the Speaker/Chairman, leading to concerns of bias.
* Law Commission (1999) recommended an independent tribunal.

» Amendment suggestion: Delete paragraph 4 to stop misuse through mergers.

» Any defection should lead to fresh mandate from the people.

Ve

What is the present case in Bengal?
After the recent West Bengal polls,
around 60 out of 80 MLAs elected from
Trinamool Congress formed a separate
faction led by 1 30s tite tonoe g
Opposition in the State Assembly even
after the party expelled him. Meanwhile,
20 of the 22 Lok Sabha MPs have
two-thirds of the legislature party and are
therefore exempted from the step-mother
the provisions of the Tenth Schedule
without attracting disqualification.

What may be way forward?

A plain reading of the Tenth Schedule
allows only for merger of a political party
with another party that is approved by
two-thirds of its ‘legislature party’. It does
not authorise two-thirds of the legislature
party in a house to merge itself with
another political party to claim immunity
from defection. However, in the recent
instance with respect to proposed merger
of Trinamool Lok Sabha MPs with NCP, as
AAP with the BJP, this is what has
happened. It is also uid» subject of an
happened. It is also subject to
interpretation whether a merger of an
‘original political party' can happen only
with another political party that already
has members in the legislative house.

o
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disqualification of members is vested in
the Speaker or Chairman. While they are
expected to perform their constitutional
role impartially, the presiding officers

have often favoured the ruling
dispensation: The Supreme Court in K. M.
Singh case in 2003, recommended that
the Parliament amend the Constitution to
vest these powers in an independent
tribunal headed by judges.

An authoritative Supreme Court
judgement in the matters of merger and
setting up of an independent tribunal to
decide on disqualification may require the
emphatic strengthening of the Tenth
Schedule. However, it may not prevent
the ingenious methods adopted by
political parties to circumvent the Tenth
Schedule. Any such announcement may be
viewed as a betrayal of the electorate by
the elected representatives, a stricter
measure, as recommended by the Law
commission in 1999, could be to amend
the Tenth Schedule and delete paragraph
4 that provides exemption from
disqualification for merger of political
parties. Any action by the election officers
or legislaturd party against their political
results in seeking fresh mandate from the
people.

Rangarajan R. is a former IAS officer
and author of ‘Conscience on Polls
Simplified’. He currently trains at Officers
IAS Academy. Views expressed are
personal.

v GS Paper 2 - Polity: Important topic on anti-defection law,
legislature, constitutional provisions.

v/ Democratic Values: Prevents political destabilization and

protects voters’ mandate.

v Good Governance: Need for impartial decision-making

mechanism.

v Contemporary Relevance: Frequent political defections and

mergers in India.

v/ Analytical Angle: Balance between party autonomy and

legislative stability.

v/ Way Forward: Strengthen Tenth Schedule, independent

tribunal, stricter accountability.

v/ Ethics Angle: Defection without public mandate betrays

democratic trust.
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Scarcity woes: This summer, residents in parts of New Delhi faced days without piped water supply and
large families have had to make do with just one 20-litre water can for a day. ANI

Five solutions Indian cities need,
to stop fighting for water week

after week

Water-secure cities require a combination of clear and transparent emergency
planning, systematic reduction of water losses through leak repairs, collective
efforts to curb demand, strong safeguards to ensure water quality during
shortages, and better management and reuse of wastewater

[ 17th June 2026 ]

Manish Dubey | K.V. Santhosh Ragavan

a future risk. It has become the normal of

our summers. From high-rises anxiously
tracking tanker schedules to informal
settlements queuing at a single standpost,
every year brings the same mix of dry taps,
frayed tempers, and quiet resignation.

U rban India’s water emergency is no longer

More borewells and laying longer pipelines
are not lasting solutions. What looks like a
sudden shortage is often the result of this slow
erosion of local buffers. At the same time,
Lakes, tanks, ponds and stormwater channels
that once softened both floods and droughts
have been encroached upon or converted.

As a few hours of intense rain can flood
streets and, a few weeks later, the same city
is again queuing for tankers.

First, every city needs an honest and public
emergency water plan. Residents should
not have to rely on rumours to know what
is happening.

Second, a concerted effort must be made
to recover water that is already in the
system. In systems where a large share -
nearly 30% — of water is lost before it
reaches users, even modest reductions in a
few high-loss areas is equivalent to creating
a new local source without building a new
pipeline.

Third, government buildings, big campuses
and commercial complexes are among the
steadiest consumers of water. A quick internal
audit, basic leak repairs, and simple efficiency
measures over the next month can free

meaningful volumes.

Finally, water security cannot be achieved
without improving how we manage used-
water. Measures to reduce leaks in water
pipelines should also be used on sewer
networks to identify and stop major sewage
exfiltration and prevent contamination.

/
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NOTES FOR UPSC CSE

Urban water crisis is now the ‘'new normal’ in India.
Not a future risk but a recurring reality.

Over-dependence on borewells and long
pipelines is not a sustainable solution.

Lakes, tanks, ponds and stormwater channels
act as local buffers for floods and droughts.
Their encroachment worsens water stress.

Every city must have a clear, transparent
and publicly communicated emergency
water plan.

Reduce Non-Revenue Water (NRW):
Nearly 30% of water is lost before it
reaches users. Leak repairs and system
improvements can create a ‘new source’.

Public institutions should lead by example:
audit, leak repairs and efficiency measures
can save large volumes.

Water quality safeguards during shortages
are essential to prevent health risks.

Wastewater management is key:
Reduce leaks, identify sewage exfiltration
and prevent contamination.

Integrated approach: Supply + Demand
Management + Quality + Reuse.

VALUE ADDITION POINTS

GS Paper 1 - Urban Issues: Water stress in
cities affects health, livelihoods, and urban
planning.

GS Paper 2 - Governance: Importance of
transparent communication and accountable
service delivery.

GS Paper 2 - Environment: Protecting lakes,
tanks and wetlands is nature-based solution
for urban resilience.

GS Paper 3 - Infrastructure: Reducing
NRW and improving water infrastructure
increases efficiency and sustainability.

GS Paper 3 - Disaster Management: Water
security planning should be part of urban
disaster preparedness.

Essay Angle: Water security is central to
sustainable urban development and human
security.

Ethics Angle: Inter-generational equity -
using water responsibly today for future
generations.

Way Forward: City-level water budgeting,

recharge zones protection, reuse incentives,
citizen participation and data-driven planning.
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Srijan India One

Super El Nino and India’s Monsoon Crisis

» Nationwide rainfall deficit at 35%.
» Central India worst hit (61% deficit).
* IMD warns of emerging Super El Nifio.

» Threats to kharif crops, water security & food inflation.

Newspaper Today

Rainfall Deficit (%)
_ason 17 June 2026

B Excess (20% or more)

Bl Largo Deficit
(-60% or lesa)

Moving From War To Deal
In A Deeply Divided Region

* U.S.-Iran understanding to end hostilities.
* Reopening of Strait of Hormuz and

Gulf of Oman.
* Diplomacy over conflict: key global message.
* Implications for energy markets and India.

Strait of Hormuz

World Suffers—From A Shortag;

Of Trust: PM At G7

* PM Modi: Need to rebuild trust

and strengthen partnerships.
* Global South seeks collaboration, not charity.
« Calls for reform of global financial institutions.
+ India’s voice for inclusive global governance.

Not Binary: India Can Save Its Forests
By Winning The War On Poverty

*» Forest conservation and poverty are interlinked.

* Livelihood security crucial for sustainable conservation.

» Strengthen rights-based approach (FRA).
+ Community participation is the key.

Primed To Treat: India’s First Approved
Radioligand Cancer Therapy

Novartis launches Pluvicto (Lutetium-177 PSMA).
Targets advanced prostate cancer.

Radioligand binds to cancer cells and delivers
radiation precisely.

Boost to precision oncology in India.

What Does Tenth Schedule Provide
On Party Mergers?

* Anti-defection law under Tenth Schedule.

» Merger exception: 2/3rd of members of a party
join another party.

* Decision by Speaker/Chairman is final.

* Prevents political instability and floor-crossing.

Why Was Trump’s H-1B Fee Rule

Struck Down?
« U.S. court blocked $100,000 H-1B visa fee rule.

» Found likely violation of Administrative Procedure Act.

* Major relief for Indian IT professionals.
« Ensures legal process before policy changes.

Five Solutions Indian Cities Need
To Stop Fighting For Water

Reduce losses in supply & distribution.
Reuse treated wastewater.

Rainwater harvesting & aquifer recharge.
Demand management & efficient pricing.
Integrated urban water resource planning.

GRAPES-3 Cosmic Ray Tracker At Ooty

* India's advanced muon telescope.

*» Located at Ooty, Tamil Nadu.

+» Studies cosmic rays, space weather &
fundamental physics.

» Part of astroparticle physics research.

| 672026

KANANASKIS

How Radioligand
Therapy Works

Radioligand Binds to
delivered cancer cell

- )

@
ceoll ©

\\" ‘ >

Radiation

destroys
cancer cell

] Normal (-19% to 19%) |
7] Deficiont (-20% to -59%)
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friendly nations.

ecosystem conservation.

Singapore.

ship sinking case.

mandatory.

FTA.

and paper leaks.

India signs on to a global roadmap
to fight cancer at the G7 outreach session.

Vast coral reefs may resist climate change,
finds a new study; offers hope for marine

India supports coordinated response
to Bundibugyo Ebola outbreak.

Amaravati showcased as a future-ready
global city at World Cities Summit in

Kerala develops disease-outbreak calendar
based on seasonal and regional patterns.

Kerala HC seeks details of environmental
impact assessment in MSC Elsa-3

Government bans over-the-counter sale of
medicinal cough syrups; prescription now

PM Modi meets Canada’s PM Mark Carney;
discussions on trade, energy and India-Canada

Govt. temporarily blocks Telegram during
NEET re-examination period to curb exam fraud
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n Air Force to participate in Exercise Pitch Black
in Australia; enhances interoperability with

Strait of Hormuz carries ~20% of global oil trade. n Deterrence — Preventing an

Gulf of Oman connects Persian Gulf to
Arabian Sea.

El Nifio is warming of central & eastern
Pacific Ocean.

Madden-Julian Oscillation (MJO) influences
monsoon progression.

GRAPES-3 is located at Ooty, Tamil Nadu.

Muons are generated when cosmic rays
hit the atmosphere.

Nipah is a zoonotic disease.

Calcium carbide (carried in MSC Elsa-3)
is hazardous cargo.

Bundibugyo is a strain of Ebola virus.

Canada is among the world’s largest
uranium exporters.

G7 outreach included India, Brazil, Egypt,
Kenya & South Korea.

Telegram has over 150 million users in India
lacrernrdinn to renorte rited)

attack or undesirable action
through threat of penalty.

Resilience — Capacity to
recover quickly from
difficulties or shocks.

Radioligand — Molecule that
binds to target cells and
delivers radiation.

Interoperability — Ability of
different systems to work
together effectively.

Contingency - A plan

to deal with possible
future events.



